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PREFACE. 


SeveraL documents of more than usual interest have been published 
in the Peking Gazette during 1876; notably the memorials and 
edicts relating to the settlement of the Yiinnan outrage, the death 
of Wén-seang, and the financial embarrassment of several districts 
of the Empire. The famine in the North has also inspired a few 
utterances, very incommensurate however with its gravity; and 
some curious references are made to those perpetual sources of 
trouble, the Grand Canal and the Yellow River, in connexion 
with the carriage of the Grain Tribute. ‘The commencement 
of the Young Emperor’s studies is the only important statement 
that has been made public regarding his, personal welfare; and 
little more has been said regarding the Empresses regent or their 
Court. The occasional references made to foreigners and foreign 
affairs are a noteworthy departure from the pre-established custom 
of ignoring their presence and existence in the country; and'the 
arrivals of tribute-bearing missions from some of the neighbouring 
states have given rise to some quaintly characteristic effusions. 
Altogether the present volume sustains the interest of the serics, 
and those interested in the customs and literature of China will find 


much to amuse and instruct, in its pages. 


SHANGHAI, 1877. 
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PEKING GAZETTE 
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e*s For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the content 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship, and Usages, External Relations® 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still 
further arranged ‘in appropriate categories. 


I—COURT AFFAIRS. 
THE Court. AND IMPERIAL FAMILY. 


Princes of Kung and Ch’un returned from Mausolea ...... Jan, 4, 
Sable-skin robe presented to Prince of Kung ............... 
Preceptors for his Majesty appointed.................... Fa8s 










Do. — return thamks ..0.............05 ne eeeeeeseeseees 
Imperial clansman in Shén-king—misconduct ........ 
Imperial studies, day fixed for commencement 
Congé granted to Prince of Tum ..................cccceeee 
Emperor worships at Ta-Kao-Tien 
Princess of Jui-min, decease Of ..............cccccsecceseeeeeeee 
Record of Taiping and Nien-fei Rebellions distributed... March 21, 23. 
Retirement of Prince of Ting ............::csesecseessereeeceeeee March 27. 
Empress Dowager’s 40th birth day ..............ccseseeseeceeees April 9. 
Ts. 12,380 for Household Treasury from Tientsin ......... May 12. 
Prince of Jui, decease Of ............cccsssessseeceeereeseeeeceeees May 13. 
Imperial clansman,—lawless conduct of May 16, 31. 
Censor P’an Tun-yen censured for his Memorial respect- 
ing Prince of Ch’un .........cceceecccccesssseececceeceeeeeees June 17, 
Prayers at Altar of Spirits of the Land and Grain......... June 22. 
Censor P’an Tun-yen on official status of Prince of Ch’un. June 27. 
Do. do. on Tate Empress .................se0ee June 27. 
Repairs to Imperial portrait gallery at Moukden............ June 28, 
Decree on calamitous condition of affairs .......... .......... July 2. 
Imperial Household, abuses in pay department ............ Aug. 5, 6, 18. 
Poems bestowed on Prince of Tun and others ............... Aug. 15. 
Imperial clansman circulating false notes Oct. 24. 
Confiscated ginseng forwarded to Court Nov. 6. 





Imperial mot 016, ca FOF vesceeseeeseereee Nov. 8. 
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Silks and Satins supplied from Honan .......................5 Nov. 8. 









Imperial Calendar presented .................... Nov. 16. 

Equipage department—funds required ........... ... Dee, 7, 19. 

Imperial Poems—paper for printing .............. Dec. 28. 

Hunting Grounds, reforms introduced .................000.. 

Maoso.ea. 

Ministers proceeding for inspection April 11. 

Ch’ung-how returns from do. April 22. 

Repairs at Shéng-king ...........c ee eseeeeeeee July 2. 

Damage done by thunderstorm July 17. 

Allowance of rice to Officors..............cseeeeeceeeeeeeees ww. July 17. 
Do. __to buttery department Oct. 7 

ImpzR1at Manvracrortzs. 

Report on prices of materials ..................ccccccesseeeeeeees Jan. 8. 

Expenditure and returns at Hangchow ..................000008 May 2. 

Silks and Satins from Soochow ........... 

Jadestone seals GOs.  wesidescvenscdeevs 

Expenses of establishment at Soochow .............. 3a 

Silk wrappers for Record of last reign ................:::000 


Rise in cost price of silk. oo... cesses ceeeeenee aeons Dec. 18, 
Sih-kw’ei appointed to Nanking ..............cscceeseeeeoes Aug. 27. 


II.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 
APPEAL CasEs. 




















Mongolian succession case—Censor’s memorial ............ Jan. 7. 
Burglary and murder in Honan .................ssseceeesesseees Jan. 19, 
Complaint against a Mongol chieftainess .. Jan, 25. 
Repudiation of a wife in Sze-ch’wan ............sssssccessesere April 5. 
Murder of a son in Shantung .............cccccsseseseeseeeseeees April 14, 
Official oppression in Sze-ch’ wan April 16. 
Oppressive taxation in Kiangsi April 24, 
Official injustice in Homan................ccsssecsceesesseeeeeceeeen April 24, 
Murder and official neglect in Chibli April 28, . 
Burglary and murder in Shantung .................:csseseseeees May 13. 
Murder in Hupeh oo... cece cccceneescceestcesceeeceeeeseees 
Do. Féng-t’ien 
Conspiracy to extort money in Shun-tien Fu ............... July 24, 
Official injustice in Chibli ...............cccceccecesscecesseeseeeee 
Murder of entire family near Kirin 
Official injustice in Hupeh oo... eee eeeeeeeeteenee ees 
Official injustice in Sze-ch’wan...... .........:ssesceeeeeeeeeeeees 
Murder of three persons in Chihli ........... 
Official corruption in Sze-ch’wan..............0..:eeee 
Wholesale murder in Kansuh .................04. 
Mongolian succession case at Jehho 
Wholesale murder and injustice in Kiangsi .................- Dec. 14, 
Re-hearing—Clan feud in Anhwei ..........scceseeee July 18, 
Do. Alleged murder in Sze-ch’ wan ...........sssee0 Aug. 1. 
Do. Murder in Homan ..............cceeceeeeeeeeceeeee Aug, 21. 
Do. Dispute about land-tax in Shansi ............ Sept. 1. 
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Re-hearing—Alleged murder in Shantung..................... Sept. 11. 
Do. do. do. Honan 
Do. Charge of fraud in Hunan 
Do. Murder in Chibli.............cccecceeessseeeeeeeeee 
Do. Alleged injustice in Sze-ch’wan ............... 
Do. Murder in Kiangsw...............ss0cceee 
Do. Burglary and murder in Shéng-king 
Do. Illegal execution in Sze-ch’wan ..... ........ 
Do. Alleged murder of a nun at Hankow 
Do. do. do. in prison in as Stiee Nov. 23, 
Do. Adultery in Tsitsihar... sdodas dseuieeitasase 
Do. Claim to monastery in Honan 
Do, Alleged murder in Chihbli 
Do. do. do. Honan 


Chehkiang murder case—Decree removing trial to Peking. Jan. 10. 





Do. do. Appeal of notables.................. Fob. 8. 

Do. do. Hu Jui-lan’s memorial March 9. 

Do. do. Witnesses summoned June 16. 

Do. do. Seven witnesses forwarded ...... Sept. 10. 
Illicit intrigue at Tsiteihar .............. cc cceececceeseecee seers Jan. 13, Deo. 5. 
Brigadier-General executed for rape, &c. &C. ..........eecee Jan. 14, 
Brigands captured and executed in Chibli ........... March 20. 





Yangchow murder case—Ch’én Kwo-jui sentenced Feb. 16, April 7, 25. 
Murder of three persons in Chihli—ling-ch’e execution... April 10. 

















Seduction by military officer in Anhwei .................... April 29. 
Burglary in Peking............ccccceccsseecccesseeeeeeeeseecneneeeees May 12. 
Misconduct of Imperial clansman ......... ........cceeeeeee Jan. 10. 
Do. do. do. May 16, 31. 
Do. do. do. Oct, 24. 
Notorious criminal from Manchuria taken .................. May 25. 
Forcible rescue of a condemned felon June 24, 
Capture of highway robbers..............s.cececcssceeceeseeeenens June 25. 
Poachers in Imperial Hunting Grounds..................... 6 July 16. 
Illicit intercourse and murder near Kirin ........... wo. July 24, 
Official impostors in Chibli ...........ccceccccseee ceseeeseeeeenee July 26. 
Mongol Prince punished for robbery .............csseeseeseeees July 27. 
Matricide by lunatic—ling-ch’e execution .. wee duly 31, 
Recapture of murderer at Uliasutai ......... sie . Aug. 14, 
Matricide by lunatic—ling-ch’e execution Aug. 17. 
Attempt at seduction by a Colonel in Hupeh ..... ... Aug. 26. 
Matricide by lunatic—ling-ch’e execution ..................468 Aug. 30. 
Bauditti im Kirin............ccccsscceseesececceeeeeceeanscesseneeeees Sept. 7. 
Highway robbery of silks for Palace use sesseeeee Sept. 11. 
Alleged criminal liaison in Shani ............ ..ccsceeeeeeeeee Sept. 12. 
Parricide by lunatic—ling-ch’e execution .................. Oct. 22, 


Notorious brigand arrested in Kweichow ... 
Parricide by lunatic—ling-ch’e execution ... 
Burglars captured in Kirin ...... .............. 
Begging impostor (mil. officer) in Hunan ... 
Banditti in Amur province .... 


Murder of three persons.in Chi 
eae 
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REBELLION AND SEDITION. 








Brigadier-General executed in Kanauh ...................c00+ Jan, 14, 
Operations against Man Fei in Sze-ch’wan Feb. 24. 
Women perished during rebellion in Hupeh ..... .. March 5. 
Loss of life during rebellion in Yiinnan ........... .... March 6. 
Miao-tsze rising in Kwangsi suppressed..... seahtivossuve March 24. 
Ko Lao Hwei—seocret society .............cccccseececeeeseecee eee March 25. ° 
Mewber of secret society arrested near Shanghai Livaediee Aug. 22. 
Outbreak in south-western Yiinnan .....:...........cceeeeeee July 23, Sept. 12. 
Lawless silver miners near Jehho ..... .........ecceeecee cee oe Sept. 25. 
Pseudo-religious fraternity in Chehkiang ..................... Sept. 27, Oct. 6. 
Do. do. Kansuh .............. Oct. 4. 





Secret societies and ‘‘tail-cutting” epidemic .............. Oct. 15, Nov. 9. 






Kidvapping in Kwangtung ...............c:ccccceeee Oct. 18. 
‘Turban brigands in Kiangsu Nov. 5. 
River pirates in Yangtsze estuary ... Nov. 5. 


Secret societies at Ning-kwo Fu ......... <i Nov. 26. 
Seditious movement in Kwangtung Dec. 30. 


GamBLING. 


Proposed new law against gambling in Kwangtung ...... May 5. 
Gambling-house kept by military officer in Kirin ......... Aug. 5,16. _ 
Gamblers in Kia-I in Formosa...........cccccccsesesseeeeee OCH 6, 9 0 7 


Opium. 


Poppy cultivation in Shansi—prohibition sesee Sept, 26, Oct. 4. 
Opium-duty stations near Hongkong ...................cesenees Sept. 29, Oct. ‘18. 





Receipts reported from Chehkiang .................cccsecccecees Jan. 4. 
Censor Hwang Hwai-shén on abuses .. Jan. 23, Feb. 15. 





Likin on maize remitted in Hunan......... June 10. 

Do. salt from Sze-ch’wan .............. eee Sune 27, 
Irregularities in Kiangsi .............. wee Sept. 14, 
Abuses and suicide in Kwangtung ...... teteses eeseseseeee Deo. 26, 
Collector punished for malpractices ... Dec. 31. 


REVENUE AND Customs. 
Receipts from ground rent and timber duty in Shéngking. March 21, 
Salt trade from Sze-ch’ wan ...........cccccccsssceccccesescccceeee June 18, 27, July 6. 
Funds supplied from Hankow Customs ........................ July 3. 
Collection at Yang-chow Customs .............. 
Transit duties at Chinkiang ............ ase 
Salt revenue in Chinkiang............ iis Secteasviee July 30. 







Revenue remittances from Kwangtung July 30 
Rice tax commutation from Kianggi ........... Aug. 11 
Native Customs’ duties at Chefoo .............. Aug. 18. 


Salt revenue in Fuhkien—demands ‘upon: 
Rice tribute from Kiangsi...........--eccsccesssecesceeseecenees Aug. 29. 
Receipts of Kan-chow Custom House 

Peking Banners—Customs’ collectorate 





Sept. 4, 5, 18. 


Custome’ junks near Hongkong ...........0..ccccccceseeenseveee Sept. 5. 
Silk tax in Chehkiang ..............cccccccecsessessscescsesceceuee Sept. 5, 6. 
Arrears of land-revenue—defaulting Magistrates ......... Sept. 13. 
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Customs’ revenue at Shan-hai Kwan 

Do. do. Newchwang................ 

Do. do. Wuhu and Féng-yang ......... ZeSesices 
Grain allowance in An-hwei ...............cc:cseeeeeeetes seeasvees 
Customs’ revenue in Kwang-tung eadaes 

Do. do. at Sha Hu-K’ow  .............:cceeeeeeeeeee 
Remission of duty on rice-junks..............66. ceceseceeeeeee 
Peking Customs,—collections reported 
Customs’ revenue in Kwangtuug................seceeceeeeeeedaes 
Timber duties in Hupeb ..............ccseceseeeseeee eter eeeee eee 
New merchandize tax in Amur province ...... 

Do. do. in Shéng-king ... ..... 
Maritime collectorate and Transit-passes ..................... 
Alleged depredations by Canton Customs’ junks . 

Salt administration, Ho Tung division ......... 
Kemissions of land-tax in Chibli ............... 
Revenue of Lin-ta’ing Customs 2.0.0... eeeeee eee eeeeee 








Grain TRIBUTE. 


Despatch of grain tribute from Kiangsu ..................... 
Do. do. do. do. wees 

Do. do. do. Chehkiang ................46 

Do. do. do. by Canal ...............ccccee 

Do. do. do. Chehkiang ................. 

Passage of grain junks through Canal ................008 

Grain junks arrived at Pa-li Miao ...........0..... ccseeeeeeeee 

Do. remission of duty on 

Do. disbursements at Tientsin ...................0.. 

Grain squadron, second half entered Canal 

Do. Progress Of .........cce cee ceesee eee 

Grain supply from Hupeh ....................06 

Abuses in transport from T’ung Chow ...... 

Kiang-An grain Intendant censured ......... 

Delivery of grain at Peking...... .......:.ccccsccccenseeceeeeeeee 















RIvERS aND CANALS 


Funds for River embankment works ...............::0ceeseeeee 
Intended works for Yellow River ............... 
Difficulty of navigation in Grand Canal 
Yellow "iver embankments in danger ...................0000 
Yangtsze embankinents—cost of repairs ... 

Silting up of Grand Canal 
Canal works near Tientsin 









CoNTRIBUTIONS AND CHARITY. 


Charitable foundation in Hunan ..................0c00. cesses 
Do. asylums at Peking ..............ccceccseecee eee ce eee 
Relief agencies opened at Peking ................ccceecee eee eee 
Do. do. dos 

Do. do. do- 

Do. do. four; mear do. o....cccececeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeee 
Charitable foundation insAnhwej ..c.......ccccceeeseecee eee ees 

for cs Sle 





Sept. 13. 


Sept. 13. 
Sept. 20, Nov. 16. 








Dec. 13, 28. 
Dec. 12. 


March 22. 
April 18. 
April 18. 
April 23. 
May 24. 
June 30. 
Aug. 22. 
Sept. 13. 
Oct. 23. 
Nov. 1. 
Nov. 8. 
Dec. 1, 13. 
Dec. 2. 


Jan, 7. 

Jan. 29. 

July 15, Nov. 1. 
Aug. 14. 

Sept. 20. 

Dec. 1. 

Dec. 6. 


April 2. 
April 6. 
Aug. 2. 
Oct. 15. 
Oct. 27. 
Nov. 2, 12. 
Nov. 14, 


vi 


Distress in North—Taotai at Kiukiang gives Tls. 6,000... Nov. 7. 
Wadded clothes for Peking poor .).............0:.ccsseceecereee Dee. 1, 20. 
Relief of distress in Fubkien ...................ccccseeeeeeeeeeee Deo. 19. 


BuitpIna Works. 






Bridges and causeway restored in Hupebh ..................... 
Repairs of typhoon damages near Hongkong 
Do. walls of Paoting Fu .................. 6 case 
Do. Imperial portrait gallery ................ccccccceeee 
Do. embankments of Yangteze .................-ce0008 
Do. fortifications of Tsitsihar 
Do. embankments in Fubkien 


IlI.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Taiang Ki-chu—Prefect of Nan-ch’ang Fu ................. Jan. 4, 
Hii Pei-shén recommended for Taotaiship 
Kin Pang-k’in—Prefect of K’ii-chow Fu ......... 

















Li Han-chang—Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan ......... Jan. 15. 
Liu Tien—Assistant Commissioner in Kansuh............... Jan, 15. 
Kin Kwo-shén—Grain Comptroller in Kwangtung......... Jan. 19. 
Yung-luh’s appointments distributed ..................:c0ee Feb. 2. 
En-fuh—Taotai of Féng-t’ien sessesesee Feb, 15. 
Hwang Hwai-shén—Taotai in Chihli.............0....0000 Feb. 15 
Wéng T’ung-ho—Vice-Pres. Board of Revenue ............ Feb. 17. 
Kia Hu—Prefect of Téng-chow Fu............sscccsesesssreee Feb. 18. 
Li Yung—Grain Comptroller of Kiang-an..................... Feb, 22. 
Prefectship of Taiwan Fu—exchange .................:.0006 March 4. 
Liu Ch’éng-chung— Taotai in Honan.................. March 17. 
Ting Sze-pin and Hii Pei-shén exchange posts March 20. 
Sung-Ch’un—Grain Comptroller of Kiang-an ... March 21. 
Son of deceased General Chang Kwoh-liang................... March 31. 
Vicé-Presidents of Boards ............. eeaeasseacnasendeasdeccved April 1, May 1. 
Wu Tsan-ch’éng—Foochow Arsenal ..............0...cccceeuee April 1, June 19. 
Chang Yiin-k’ing—Governor of Shun-t’ien .................. April 2. 
Yang Néng-ko appointed Taotai seosseeeee April 3, 
Yang Hung-ki—Vice-Governor of Shun-t’ien ............... April 4, 
Wang Kia-pih do. do. dO. aseseseseceeee April 5. 
T’u Tsung-ying—Governor of Kwanggsi ..................ccee00 April 9. 
Ts’ung-fuh and Fu K’ing-i—Commissioners in Hunan ... April 10. 
Wen Kéh—Governor of Yiinman o......... eee cesses eeeeee April 21. 
Ch’éng-yii— Financial Commissioner of Sze-ch’wan ...... April 23. 
Ying-K’ai—Judicial Commissioser of Shansi ............... April 23. 


Wei Yung-kwang—Financial Commissioner of Chehkiang. May 1. 
Sieh Ying-hi— Judicial Commissioner of Anhwei .......... May 1. 


Kw’ei-show—Prefect of Kien-chang Fu ............. eeeees May 7. 

Tsiin-K’i—Supt. of Customs at Canton ...............-.... May 18. 
Prefect of Foochow to be appointed ................ eee May 19. 
Mo Siang-che—Magistrate at Shanghal....................... May 29. 
Wén Ch’éng—Commissioner of Court of Transmission... May 30. 
Shéng-tai— Judicial Commissioner of Chehkiang ......... Aug. 27, 
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Sung-shén—Assistant Expositor of Hanlin .................. Aug. 29. 
Prefect of Kien-ning Fu in Fuhkien .....................00006 Sept. 5. 
Tsai Che and King-lien—Supts. of Peking Customs ...... Sept. 12. 
Hii Héng-shén— Magistrate of Kia-ting ................0044 
Tséng Kwoh-ts’tian—Governor of Shansi..................... 
Li Ho-mén—Dir.-General of Yellow River .................. 
Ch’én T’ing-chén—Taotai at P’u-urh Fa .......... eee 
Wu K’o-tuh—Secretary of a Board 
Prefect of Foochow  ...........ccsssscceaeee 
Chén T’ing-chén—Taotai in Yiinnan .... 
Li Han-chang—Gov.-General of Hu Kwang ................ 
Ting Pao-chéng—Gov.-General of Sse-ch’wan ............... 
Ho King—Gov.-General of Min Chéh ......... cee 
‘Wén Kéh—Governor of Shantung ... tee 
P’an Ting-sin—Governor of Yunnan... seseeaeenst 
Tu Jui-lien—Fin. Commissioner of See ah nan: 
Prefect of Soochow...... .....sssccsscsssessseeesessesseussseeeceeees 
DO; Teoh 0g 605 ss is iviscecicescccacvesvigeteovcdecasecnstacees’ 
Peking Boards—new appointments ................ 
Tsao-pao—President of Board of Punishments ............ 
Jui-lien—Dep. Mil. Gov. of Ch’ahar ...................cceeeee 
Twan K’i—Grain Intendant of Kiangsi ............ ....... 
Li Ming-ch’i—Jud. Commissioner in Fuhkien 
Prefect of Tientsin................cccccssseeseeeseeeee ees 
Do. YViinnan Fo oo... eee cesses see ee seen eenees 
Governor of Féng-t’ien, En-fuh 
Ju-shan—Salt-Comptroller, Tientsin .................. ceessees 
[See also Foreign Missions. ] 




















Pusiic SERVICE. 


Appointments to military posts—firat publication ........ > Jan. 1. 
Officials cashiered in Kwangsi ... 1 
Secretary to Grand Council ..................06 1. 
Magistrate impeached for malversation.................... ye. Jan. 2, 
3 
6 





Do. do. judicial misconduct............... Jan. 3. 
Abuses in judicial system........... cee ceecccceeeeecereeeees 
Weén-siang granted two months’ congé ...... 
Barbarity on part of thief takers ................. 
Misconduct of frontier officials in Kirin 





Governor of Kweichow takes office ............ 

Closing of the seals ............cececsssceeeeeceeeee 

Wu-T’ang retires from government of Sze-ch’wan ......... Jan. 15, Feb. 6. 
Judicial abuses and suffering of prisoners..................... Jan. 14, 29, 
Sacred Edict—revival of homilies from ...............c06.48 Feb. 1, 17. 
‘Weén-siang asks leave to resign his offices..............0.0066 Feb. 3. 


Censor Chang Tao-yiian’s memorials on reform .. 
Do. Hwang Hwai-shén do do. Feb. 15, Jan. 24. 
Wen Pao-shén, Vice-Pres’t. of Board of Revenue, retires. Feb. 16. 





Honours to Prince of Kung and his colleagues ............ Feb. 17. 
District Magistrate cashiered in Sze-ch’wan.................. Feb. 18, March 8, 
Do. do. do Chibli ......... ee. Feb. 23. 
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Wén-siang granted one month’s congé .................ecere 
Escape of Assist.-Magistrate under sentence of banish- 
MONE ......cecceeceecsecenceecetcce ean enseca eas ece see eeeeeeseren eee 
Official cart-hire in Manchuria ...............60006 
Liu Kw’én-yih takes office in Kwangtung Sees 
Do. brings officers and men from Kianggi...... 
Courier posts in Amur province ............ccecccceeeeeeeseeenee 
Taotai summoned to return to Fubkien ......... 
Do. Ow T’ien-min degraded in Fuhkien 
Records of Rebellions published..................... 
Do. do. services of compilers 
Drought prevailing—penitential decree... 
Sentences of perpetual exclusion from employment séoake 
Lives lost by sinking of a steamer . 
King-lien admitted to Grand Cianeil 
Palace assize—executions to be stayed nos 
Censor Ytian Ch’éng-yeh on needed reforms ............... 
Ting Jih-ch’ang takes office in Fubkien........................ 
Corruption of civil service GO.. + civessdesessassacsaceses 
Wu Tean-ch’éng’s audience of leave 0.0.0.0... eee eee 
Li Ho-nien to come to Peking .............cccccceccceeeseeeeeeeee 
Malpractices of officials in Formosa ............ 
District Magistrate cashiered in Fubkien...... issies 
Mu-t’u-shen censured for improper recommendation sae ats 
Vice-President Hwang Yi retires .............cccccsseceeese eee 
‘Wén Kéh takes office in Sze-ch’ wan .........cecssseseseceeeeee 
District Magistrate cashiered in Szech’wan .................. 
Prefect Ling Ting-kwoh, peculation in Formosa............ 
District Magistrate’s cashiered in ieee 
Yih Liang allowed to retire .. 7 
Ts’éu Yii-ying retires in Witeian, Bee edueasisadedeiesaaeicscacs, sues 
Mu-t’u-shéo stripped of his rank .............. cc cecee see ceeeee 
Governor of Kiangsi refused leave to retire... 
Official corruption in Fubkien .. 
Wen-siang’s appointments distributed . eats 
Proceedings against estate of deceased Magistrate.. wisldan toa 
Clerical error in memorials from Shensi ..................04 
Relief in consideration of drought “i 
Official changes in Fubkien .............cccccccccsceeees ree 
Magistrate cashiered in Chibli......... ee ceeeeeceeeeecee eee 
Fire in Military Stores at Tieutsin............... 
Reinstatement of Liu Kw’én solicited 
Change of surmame..............ccesceeceeceeeeeeeeeeeceuee 
Expenses of special mission of enquiry 
Officials in Formosa denounced ....... 
Frauds by two Peking officials ........ cece tence centre 
Wu Tsan-ch’éng takes office at Foochow Arsenal ......... 
Liu Ch’ang-yeo takes office in K weichow 
Drought—Tls. 100,000 awarded for relief..................006 
Labour relief works on walls of Pao-ting Fu ............... 
Drought—decrees on measures of relief ..................... 
Do. do. and Kwang-show’s memorial ......... 
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March 7, April 7, May 9. 


March 16. 
March 21, 
March 25. 
March 25. 
March 26. 
March 26. 


March 27, April 13. 


March 21, 22. 


March 29, April 17. 


March 29, 
March 31. 

April 1. 

April 9. 

April 9. 

April 10, 28. 
April 13. 

April 13. 

April 14, 

April 16, May 2. 
April 18, May 4. 
April 19, May 4. 
April 23, May 9. 
April 30. 

April 30. 

May 1. 

May 7, 23. 

May 8. 

May 8. 

May 9. 


May 9, June 10, 19. 


May 11, 28. 
May 23. 

May 29. 

June 1. 

June 2. 

June 6, 15, 23. 
June 6, 

June 9, 

June 9, 

June 10. 

June 15. 

June 16. 

June 17. 

June 18, 27, 
June 19. 

June 22. 

June 23. 

June 24, 

June 30, July 8. 
July 2, 10, 











Drought—Board of Revenue’s memorial ..................... July 1. 

Do. in Shantung—relief measures... ................. Oct. 14. 
Floods in Fuhkien—disasters caused by ...................4 July 1, 12. 

Do. do. measures of relief Aug. 13. 

Do, in Kiangsi, relief of distress........0.....0... 0.6 July 30, Aug. 11. 

Do. in Chébkiang, relief of distress ..................... Oct. 6. 
Illegal tolls levied in Féng-t’ien .............. eee .. duly 2, 
Misconduct of military officer at Shéng-king ................ July 7. 
Irregularities in Salt Administration in Fuhkien ......... July 10, 19, 23, Aug. 4. 
Embezzlement by clerk at Tientsin ................ceecee July 28. 
Supply of hemp from Anhweéi.............cccsscccesseees ieee Aug. 1. 
Purchase system, evils of .............00. ceeeeeeeee Aug. 5. 
Assistance from Hu Kwang to poor of Chihli Aug. 12. 





Do. - from Hunan to poor of Chibli..................... Aug. 25. 











Steamer freight on military stores for Hupeh .. Aug. 12. 
Defaulter’s estate held liable ...............cccesseeesseee eee ees Aug. 13. 
Li Ho-nien and Lin Chao-yttan at Peking Aug. 15. 
Magistrate degraded in Chibli................... Aug. 25, Oct. 11. 
Officials cashiered in province ..............cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Sept. 4, 13. 
Li Han-chang about to set out for Sze-ch’wan............... Sept. 14." 
Magistrate impeached for neglect of duty . 16. 
Ting Show-ch’ang, late Taotai of Tientsin ..... . . 24, 
Pao Yiian-shén allowed to retire.................. . 25. 
Silver mining in Jehb-ho................cccsessseeeceeneeneeseeeeenes _ Sept. 25. 
Abuses in public service, Censo ’s memorial ............... Sept. 28. 
Tstin K’i takes office as Hoppo at Canton 

Do. _ placed in mourning .............:ssceceseeeeeees benaleae . 30, Dec. 23, 
Abuses in public offices in Peking ................ccsceceeceeeee 





Embezzlements in Fulkien—capital: punishment ......... Oct. 14. 






Li Ho-nien’s audience of leave Nov. 4. 
Ho King’s audience of leave . sessseceeee Nov. 30 
Censor T’éng K’ing-lin on exposition of thé ine caaeaeWeased Nov. 16. 
Abuses in criminal administration ...................ecseeee eee Nov. 29. 
Privileges accorded to high officials in Palace ........ ...... Dec. 4. 
Tséng Kwo-ts’iian asks leave to retire .......... ce eeeeee Dec. 18. 
Do. do. hands over charge ........................ Dee. 31. 
Colonel rejected on presentation...............:cccecceeeeeeeeee Dec, 31. 
DECEASE OF ()FFICIALS. 
Yen Shu-shén, Governor of Kwangsi ...............ceeeeeee April 9, 27. 
Grand Secretary Wén-siang.................... May 27. 
Weén-lin, Resident at Hami July 6, 15. 





Erkénpat’u, lieutenant-general of Ili.................cceecee eee July 5, 15. 








Wu T’ang, Governor-General of Sze-ch’ wan Sept. 8. 
Hiug-Kw’ei, Judicial Commissioner of Ciéhkiang Sept. 10. 
Remains of Wén-siang removed ............... ccc cee scenes Sept. 19. 
Tsung-shih, Military Governor of Shéng- king. are Dec. 18, 19, 22. 
Tsai Tsung, Vice-President of a Board...................:0006 March 31. 
En-lin, Vice President of a Board Suna vee euetwedceest Dec. 23. 

Duke K’ung Siang-k’0 o.oo. .ee eee sseccessscecneeceeeesceeeeeees Dec. 10. 
Manchu General Pa-yang-ab ...........0.66 cesesssseseseeceeees Dec. 9. 
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Miuitrary AFFAIRS. 














Foreign artillery practice—officers versed in ............... 
Campaign in Manchuria—rewards for 
Weeding of military grades ............... . 
Sergeant and brevet-general at Taku..............ccccccseee oe 
Generals retained in Kiangsu for defence .............., eedees 
General-in-chief, &c., in Yiinnan—appointments ......... 
Military inspection in Two Kiang ............cccssesesseeeeeees 

Do. do. in Kwangsi ....0....ccccssececsesesseeeereee 
Fortress of Sin Ch’éng om Peiho ............... cee ceeseeeee cee eee 
Forts at Cha-p’u completed ................ccsceseeeesceeseeeeeens 
Drilled force at Chefoo—barracks repaired .................. 
Military inspections for 1876 ............cesceececseeeseeeeeeenee 
Drilled force at Newchwang................. 

Do. do. in Chinese city, Peking 
Brigadier-General of T’ang-yiioh...............cccccececeee scenes 

Do. do. for Sze-ch’wan........ 
Do. do. of Kiukiang 

Fort at Chefo0............ ccc sssssssessessesersseseessetsenseeeeees 
Generals-in-chief of Sze-ch’wan and Yiinnan ............... 
New military organization for Amur province............... 
Yangtsze naval forces inspected ..... ..... 
Brigadier-general in Shensi cashiered..... 
Troops at Lan-chow inspected.............. 


Command of gunboats in Kwangtung .............6.ccccseee 
Manchu soldiers removed to Hangchow .. 

Month’s pay to Peking garrison .............. 
Fortifications and artillery at Huk’ow .. 
Commander-in-chief on Yangtsze 
Peking Field Force—officers sent to Kalgan.................. 
Foreign drill at Kalgan...............cccccccesseeseeceeseeseeeeenes 
Manchu soldiery at Canton—allowances 
Gunpowder required in Amur province 
Fortifications of Tsitaihar............ ccc ccecesceseeeceeeeeceeene 
Garrison of Urga reduced... Beeveeessaeasie 

Forts and foreign drill at Peb- Pang bewiaate 

Cavalry barracks and arms at Hing-king .. 
Reérganization of army in Yiinnan 
Pay of Manchu troops at Nanking........ 
Brigadier-General of Hai-t’an 
Cruises on coast of Kwangtung .. Bde doesnt 
Voluntary retirement of Colonel ir in 1 Kiwangai SeBesasiscadusd 
Command at Ning-kwoh Fu 
Military officers in Kwangtung denouuced . 
Horses for cavalry in Amur province........... 

Stud reserve near Si-an Fu... eeeeee 

Manchu General at King-chow Fu...............sssccesessseees 
Drill, &c., of Manchu troops at King-chow Fu 
Manchu lieut.-general at Canton...............cccceccsescceecees 
Fortifications at Peh-t’ang .............ccscccecesseseseeeeeeeeees 
Garrison for port of bs) Mil SHAG ey 55 hoses sssedese iets casontes 
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Faeroe cence ceecce cee eeeeee see veeeeeees 





Jan. 7. 

Jan. 13, March 3. 
Jan. 
Feb. 


March 19. 

March 24, 

April 2. 

April 4. 

March 4. 

March 6. 

March 10. 

March 3, April 30, May 8, 
April 29. [July 19. 
May 9. 

May 13. 

May 15. 

May 16. 

May 28. 

June 7. 

June 10. 

June 13. 

July 5. 

Auguat 1. 

Sept. 15. 

Sept. 16. 

Sept. 29. 

Sept. 29. 

Sept. 30. 

Oct. 2, Nov. 18. 

Oct. 2. 

Oct. 23. 

Nov. 7. 

Nov. 12. 

Nov. 13. 

Nov. 14. 

Nov. 18. 

Nov. 22. 

Nov. 22. 

Nov. 26. 

Nov. 
Dee. 5. 
Dee. 9. 


xi 


Prison AFFAIRS. 


Escape of one prisoner in Chibli.............. ee 


Do. two do. Kiangsu ...... cece ceccccsee eee eee 
Do. one do. Kiwangsi ........ eee cccesseeeeecee ees 
Do. of Imperial clansman in Hehlung Kiang............ 
Amendment in condition of prisoners in Kweichow 
Recapture of prisoner in Kirin 
Ex-Military Governor released from penal servitude ...... 


IV.—INSTRUCTION, WORSHIP, AND USAGES. 


Pusuic Instruction. 


Return of Literary Examiners from Sze-ch’wan 
Irregularities at prov. examinations 
Octegenarian and nonagenarian candidates ... 

Do. do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. do. 
Additional degrees in Kansuh .. 
Disorderly conduct of students i in + Chehiiang, « 

Do. do. do. Kiangsi 
Candidates for tsin-sze examinations 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. 
Special examinations, Censor’s memorial 
Literary Examiners appointed 
Themes for second stage of examinations ..................46 
List of successful candidates 
Colleges rebuilt at Yiinnan Fu 
Graduates’ travelling expenses in Yiinnan 
Palace Examinations of 1876 

Do. do., Highest honours 
Abuses at examinations in Sze-ch’wan 
New tsin-sze graduates—appointments 
Manchu examinations 
Unlawful alterations in an essay.... 
Literary Examiners appointed.................. ..00 
Frauds on part of candidates for Examinerships.. 
Fraudulent substitutes at Examinations 
Traffic in scholarships ...............cceseeeeeeneees 
Provincial Literary Chancellors appointed 
Kii-jén graduates at Peking............. 
Additional degrees in Sze-ch’ wan 
Two colleges in Kansuh, foundation for ..,..............066 


seeeee 


Peer eee eee reer erry 















nt eeeee 


Degree fraudulently obtained in Hunan .................008 
: Worsuip. 
Prayers for 8n0W.........c00ce cecsceeseeeeeueeeseeceseeneveseeeetens 
Do. do. 
Do. rain ... 
Do. do. 












March 11, 14, 26. 
May 3. 

Feb. 29, March 18. 
March 10. 

Sept. 17. 
March 17. 
March 19. 
March 20. 
March 30. 
March 31. 

April 7. 

April 20. 

May 8. 

May 8. 

May 11, 13. 
May 17. 

May 19, June 4. 
June 3. 

June 6. 

June 29, 

July 3. 

Sept. 11. 

Sept. 13. 

Sept. 17. 

Sept. 18. 

Nov. 5. 

Nov. 5. 

Nov. 15. 

Dec. 31. 


Jan. 5, 14. 

Feb. 3, 15. 

Feb. 24, Mar. 5, 15, 27. 
April 5, 15, 25. 


xii 











Prayers for rain ...... cay ehidewedindip ude oacedeatensst Mie meeaeeiat May 5, 20, 31. 

Do. Os i sin S0a dick den cde xdeedeadegsnsie soe Seas tieaeee tacos June 11, July 6. 
Incense offerings to Tai Shan mountain...................0066 May 13. 

Iron Tablet brought to Peking ............... .. .. May 13. 

Do. Feturmed ..........cecccsescce eee ceeeeecesuneesaenseeees Aug. 7. 
Inventor of writing—proposed deification .................. Aug. 23. 
Proposed sacrificial honours for Liu Téh ... Sept. 10. 
Deified guardian of Yellow River .................cessesseseees Nov. 17. 

TEMPLES. 
Memorial boards for Temples in Shansi Jan. 6. 
Temple of Kwan Yin in Chéhkiang ......... w. Feb. 19. 
Do. Yi the Great in do. orders June 1. 
Do. River God, tablet awarded .... ... June 20. 
Memorial board for Yellow River Gods...... .. Nov. 5. 
Do. do. Temple at Tsitsihar .... .. Nov. 22. 
Peh Lung T’an Temple in Chibli  ..............ccceeeeseeceeeee Deo. 6. 


Virtoovus AND DISTINGUISHED FEMALES. 


Wifely devotion and self-mutilation 
Devotion.of bereaved bride ................... 
Wifely devotion in Kiangsi .. eStashtes 
Honours to mother of Yung Lah Sebaeveoes 

Imperial tablet to mother of a Brigadier- General . 








Centenarian lady in Sze-ch’wan .0..........ccscccceesseseeseeeee 

Wind on New-Year’s Day...........c.ccceececsenceesceeeeseeeeeees 

Magic arts among Turguts “is 

‘*Paper-men” and “‘ tail-cutting” 0.0.0... elec ee ceeeee Oct. 15. 
Do. GO; Nsavecsstbstesssnswciereests Nov. 9. 

Miraculous defence of city in Sze-ch’wan...................6 Nov, 11, 25, 

METEOROLOGY. 
Rainfall at Peking ..............cscsseseeecee ceeeeeeeseeeneeeeeeeees July 3, 9. 
Snow at Peking ..........ccccceeecceeeececteeeeesaeeeeaaeeensasennes Dec. 16. 


Drought and Floods—see Public Service. 


V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 


European AFFAIRS. 





Yiinnan enquiry—Memorial and Decree ..................... Jan. 23, Feb. 15. 
Do. do. High Commigsioner’s seal.................. Ap. 3, July 13. 
Electric telegraph at Foochow ..0..........ceceeceeceeceeeeeeeeaee March 4. 
Foreign affairs at Nan-yang Fu .......... .» March 17. 
Do. do. in Kwangtung ............ccceecceeeeeeceeeee eee March 25. 
German schooner Anna—murderers punished ............... March 21. 
Tidewaiter Blacklock— execution of murder June 26. 





Russian trade at Kiachta—Chihkang’s visit ................. Aug. 12. 

Do. supplies for campaign in North-west ............... Aug. 28. 
Coast defence at Foochow........ siaeateasSesasoSSoees .. Aug. 20. 
Foreign trade at Newchwang Sept. 13. 


Google 





Yiinnan affair—Decree upon............... cc cceecesseeeeeeeeeeeees Sept. 17. 
Do. frontier trade, UpOn.............. ceecsecee ces eeeeseeeeee Sept. 17. 
Do. affair—Li Hung-chang’s Memorial .................. Sept. 28. 
Do. frontier trade, do. 


Foreign trade at K’iungchow  .................... 
Russian proximity on the Amur 
Peruvian Treaty and emigration 
French missionary in Chehkiang...................c0cccseeeeeeee Oct. 6. 
Missionary establishment in do. 
Anti-missionary outbreaks in Sze-ch’wan 









Foreign affuirs reported tranquil..................cccesseeeeeeees Dee. 8. 
Do. do. at Tiontsin.............ceeccesesceseeeeeeeeceeees Dec. 19, 20. 
TSUNG-LI YAMEN AND FoREIGN MISSIONS, 
Yamén of For. Affairs—rewards to secretaries ............ May 10. 
Do. do. foreign questions dealt with...... May 15. 
Do. do. Li Hung-tsao and King-lien 
admitted ............... Deo. 11. 
Kwoh Sung-tao, Envoy to Great Britain, applications to 
TOCHTO 00... eseeeeeeeeeetseeeeeeeeee Ap. 15, 25, May 24, 
Do. permitted toresignhis Vice-Presidentship Aug. 23, Sept. 3. 
Do. appointedacting Vice-PresidentofaBoard Sept. 19. 
Ch’én Lan-pin, envoy to Spain, &c., office conferred ...... Sept. 29. 


Liu Si-hung, junior envoy to Great Britain, office conferred Oct. 4. 


Corga, Livu-cu'1u, anpD ANAM, 


Liu-ch’iuans, shipwrecked, relief at Foochow ............... Jan. 5. 
Do. do. GO. | Fisevescess seve Feb. 17. 
Do. do. at Cha-pu oe. ccceeseeeeeeee Oct. 17. 
Do. do. relief at Foochow ..... eee Oct. 19. 








Corea—Envoys returned from .................cseeeeeee .... March 30. 
Do.  bomicide and extradition case .............ccccseeeeee Oct. 8. 
Anam—frontier defence................0066 iiasecteaesas Oct. 9. 
Do. advent of tribute mission ...... sasiistesee Nov. 27 
Do. Memorial from King ...............::ccccsssseesereeees Nov. 27. 
Burmau, Trset, NEPAL, AND ABORIGINES. 
Burmese mission passed out of Chibli ........... ......seeee Jan. 1. 
Do. do ' do. Jan. 15. 
Do. do. do. Hunan ... April 25, 
Tibet—Hi-k’ai, arrival of ..................608 ot . Jan, 5. 
Do. Delinquent official removed es . Jan, 5. 
Do. Military inspection .................. ae . Jan. 12, 
Do. Minister of State appointed ... ite Feb. 2. 
Do. Counsellor appointed .................ceeeeeeee April 2. 
Do. Arrears of allowance to late President............... May 2. 
Do. Retirement of Hi-k’ai ............ cc ceeceetesceeeeeeeeeee May 5. 
Do. Kwei-féng had audience of leave ..................... July 29. 
Nepal—Tribute miasion to arrive from ...... seseseseceeee May 20. 
Yiinnan—Rising among mountaineers ... teseeesseeeee May 7. 
K wangsi—Miaoteze rising suppressed .............. vee May 28. 





Do. New district (aborigines) ................::cccsceee May 2. 


Google 


xiv 


Sunearia (Int) anp Kasncartia. 


Recapture of Uliasutai after 1869 0.0.0.0... ccecce eee eee 
Camel train for army of N. W.,—losses ........... 
Funds (Tls. 40,000) supplied from Fubkien ........ 
Do. do. Szech’wan 
Kurkara Usu, military services at .................668 
Ili command, appointments in......... .. 
Kobdo, Resident at.................. 
Hani, O.; . cksseivwscesslectesesadsacdexeocseccutteaidesaasties 
Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General, leaves for front ... .. 
Uliasutai, provisions sent from Kalgan ...................0008 
Yung-ts’iian, prays to be removed ......... 
Do POCA i565 coe sseceves code sies seeseacences Seavese Ges 
Dungani inroad near Bolun Toghoi...........:.......cccceceeeee 
Manas, victorious engagement at 
Russian supplies received................cececcceseseeeeeeceeceeeee 
Urumtsi, attacked and captured 
Tents at Kobdo, cost of, ...........cccsceccssesecceuee seesesee oe 
Kin Shun, appointed Military Governor of Ili ......... .. 
Ying Han, appointed Lieut.-General of Urumtsi ......... 












Jan. 5. 
March 15. 
April 19. 
Dec. 29. 
May 18. 
June 6. 
June 27. 
July 15. 
July 11. 





ARSENALS AND STEAM VESSELS, 


Rice carried by China Merchants’ Company’s steamers... 


Duties levied on do. do. do. do. 

Lives lost by sinking of steamer (the Glengyle) ............ 
Gunboats on coast of Kwangtung ...............cccccceeeceene 
Gunboat despatched with memorial ............ 

Fire in military stores at Tientsin ............ 


Director of Foochow Arsenal takes office 





March 22. 
Oct. 18. 





VI.—MANCHURIA, MONGOLIA, AND PROVINCES. 





MANcHURIA. 
Shéng-king—Change in form of government ............... 
Do. do. do. ’ GOe  - * Asedeeaeehcness 
Do. Governor-General’s seal of office......... ..... 
Do. Regulations for administration ............... 
Do. Postponement of Winter Hunt besought ... 
Do. Illness and death of Ts’ung-shih .. 
Kirin— Winter hunt ..............cccccsesescceseseeeeee ees 
Do. Report on civil service ...............66 
Do. Military Governor censured ............ 
Do. do. ° Ku-ni-yin-pu appointed ...... 
Do. Squatters on Government lands ................00... 
Heh-lung Kiang province, military organization............ 
Do. do. pay of soldiery .................. 
Do. do. fortifications of Tsitsihar...... 
Do. do. banished officials pardoned ... 
Do. do. Hu-lan T’ing recaptured ...... 
Do. do. state of harvests ............... 
Do. do enrolment of militia ............ 


Go gle 


April 22. 
April 23. 
May 12. 
Oct. 28. 
May 16, 31. 
May 16, 31. 
Oct. 2. 

Oct. 13. 
Oct. 13. 


xv 


Joh-ho—Forest fires .............cccccceececesceenccceeeeseeeeecens June 11. 





Do. Survey of Hunting Grounds ...........0.......08 Oct. 25. 
Do. Reforms proposed for Hunting Grounds ......... Nov. 14, Dec. 3. 
Do. Lands confiscated in dO, sea aeeves Dee. 7. 
Moneorta. 
Resident at Urga visits Kiachta ............... cc cescseeeeeeeeee 


Garrison at Urga reduced..................0. sab edeseeudvsndeved 

Durbar of Mongol nobles in Kokonor mA 

Payments renounced by Mongol nobles at Urga............. Deo. 5. 
[See also Sungaria.] 





THE PROVINCES. 
Chibli—Suffering from drought. Relief measures......... June 30, 














Shantung—Relief measures adopted ..............ccssseeseeees Nov. 24. 
Do. Governor Ting Pao-chéng to come to Peking Nov. 22, Deo. 5. 
Kiangsu—Affairs at Ning-kwoh Fu ..........eeeeeceseen eee Nov. 26, 
Do. Proposed new Intendancies .............. ve Nov. 27. 
Do. Relief of distress in Kiangpeh ........... w. Deo. 13. 
Chehkiang—Governor resumes duty ..............04 Nov. 9. 
Do. Necromancers and ‘‘ paper-men” Nov. 9 
Kiangsi—Revenue and official salaries ...............s00seeeee 
Fuhkien—Establishment of electric telegraph 
Do. Corruption and laxity of officials........... 
Do. Case of German schooner Anna ........... x 
Do. Military officers cashiered and executed......... June 9. 
Do. Blacklock murder ............seseeseeeees Seiinersecsse June 26. 
Do. Disasters from floods ..............ccceceeeeeeeeeneeee July 1. 
Do. Embezzlements by officials -...........se0sssceeeee Oct. 14, 
Do. Official corruption .............cccceeeeseeeeeseeeeenne Oct. 27. 
Do. Ting Jih-ch’ang asks leave to retire................ Dec. 16. 
Do. Floods, and relief measures ................0.c000e Dec. 19. 
Do. do. contrikutions for relief.................064. Deo. 19. 
Formosa—New districts organised ..............cccsesseceeseees Jan. 17, 
Do. Official villany and murder (Taotai Li) .......... March 30. 
Do. Officials denounced ..............ccsseeeseeeee Seances June 17, 
Do. Misconduct of Magistrate of Kial ............... Oct. 19, Nov. 4. 
Do. Brigandage suppressed .............05 cececeeseeeeee 
Do. + Corrupt state of administration ... 
Hupeh—Salt consumption area .............e000 
Anhwei—New sub-prefecture created ...... 
Kwangtung—Military officers denounced ...............s00008 
Sze-ch’ wan—Brig.-General T’ien Tsai-t’ien arrives......... Aug. 11. 
Do. Anti-missionary disturbances .............0066 Oct. 28. 
Do. Supplies of Insect-wax to Peking ............ Dec. 15. 
Do. Tung-hiang outrages, Enquiry ordered...... Sept. 3. 
Do. do. GOs=. -\ rasdindavcekseessisendecenss Oct. 5, 16, 20. 
Do. do. do. Censor Kw’ei-kwang Sept. 14. 
Do. do. do, Governor's report... Oot. 5, 16. 
Do. do. do. Board of Punish- 
ment’s memorial... Oct. 21, 29. 
Do. do. do. Revelations............ Oct, 29, 30. 
Do. do. do, do. seseesesesee Deo, 26. 


Google 


xvi 





Yiinnan—Acting Brigadier-General of T’éng-yiieh ........ 
Do. Liu Ch’ang-yeo to proceed direct .. ............... 
Do. Arrears of subsidies due .. ................ccceeeeeee 
Do. Brigadier-General of Lin-yiian tees 
Do. _ do. : T'éng.yiteh 0... 
Do. Liu Ch’ang-yeo sets out from Kwanggi ......... 
Do. Brig.-General of T’éng-yiieh, &c................... 
Do. do. do. do. “ Seieaslves 
Do. Rising among mountaineers ...................0066 
Do. Colleges rebuilt by Governor... 

Do. Liu Ch’ang-yeo takes office ......... 

Do. Acting Governor takes charge ......... 

Do. ‘Ts’én Yii-ying hands over seal ......... 

Do. General Yang Yii-k’o to remain 

Do. Do. do. rewarded ats 

Do. Brig-General of K’ai-hwa .............ccsesceeeeeees 

Do. Copper forwarded ........ccceeecee cee seeeaeeeeeeenes 

Do. Taotai Ch’én T’ing-chén ............... 

Do. General Hu Chung-ho proceeds 

Do. Margary Murder, &c., and frontier trade ...... 

Do. Recapture of T’éng-ytieh from insurgents ...... 

Do. Prefect of Yiinman Fu.............ccseeeessceeeeseeees 
K weichow—Amelioration in condition of prisoners ...... 

: \ 


Google 








Jan. 10. 
Jan. 23. 
March 1. 
March 3. 
March 3. 
March 23, 
April 30. 
May 8. 

May 7. 

May 8. 
June 22, 
Aug. 20. 
Sept. 16. 
July 23. 
Sept. 12. 
Oct. 18. 
Feb. 28, Aug. 9, 19. 
Dec. 11. 
Aug. 10. 
Sept. 17, 28, 29. 
Sept. 12, 21. 
Nov. 30. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 


18'76. 








Jan. 1st.—(1) A decree confirming a 
long list of military appointments in 
different grades, after presentation of 
the candidates before the Commissioners 


(ARAB) appointed for this pur- 


pose for the present moon. (N.B.—This 
is the first time a list of this kind has 
been published in the Gazette. Itis stated 
that the innovation, together with that of 
printing abstracts of memorials not issued 
for publication in full, which was noticed 
within the last week or two, is due to 
representations from the provinces, urging 
more extended publicity.) 

(2) A decree dealing with the cases of 
sundry civil officials who have been im- 
peached by Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor of 
Kwangsi. An expectant Prefect, who is 
reported as false in disposition and as 
failing to rule his subordinates properly, 
is dismissed the public service for ever. 
Three district magistrates are compulsorily 
retired, and two other functionaries are 
removed from their present offices. 

(3, 4, and 5) Memorials from the Prince 
of Kung and his colleagues of the Grand 
Council, forwarding recommendations of 
the Secretaries and Clerks of the Council, 
for stated services. 

Jan, 2nd.—(1) Among the abstracts of 
memorials noted, is one from Li Hung- 
chang, Governor-General of Chihli, re- 
porting the date of passage of the Burmese 
tribute mission beyond the limits of his 
province, (N.B.—The tribute mission left 
Peking, on its return journey, about the 
18th November.) ‘ 

Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the conclusion of proceed- 
ings in the case of a District Magistrate 
formerly impeached for unauthorized ap- 
propriation of government funds. Chang 
Fuh-yung, as magistrate of the K’iih-yang 
district in 1858, drew from the treasury 
Tls. 468 to meet the expenses for train- 
bands which were then being formed ; and 
in 1862, as magistrate of the Wu-yih dis- 
trict, at a time when invasion was threat- 
ened by the Nien-fei from Shantung, he 
appropriated the sum of Tls. 3,749 for 
the purposes of defence. Never havin 
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been able to make good these amounts, he 
was impeached and dismissed, and his 
property was ordered to be sequestrated. 
He died in 1872, at his native place ; 
where, on perquisition having been made 
by order of the Governor of Shansi, 
it is found that the value of his personal 
property is one tael, four mace, seven 
candareens. The clerks who were at- 
tached to his yaméns at the periods re- 
ferred to, having been arraigned, according 
to law, it has been proved that the mis- 
appropriations in question were made for 
the public service, and without fraudulent 
intent. Under these circumstances, the . 
sentence to be passed according to law is 
that of transportation for four years; but 
the delinquent being dead, no further steps 
need be taken. Due report is made to the 
Boards of Revenue and Punishments. 

(3) Li Hung-chang, in a postscript me- 
morial, represents that fourteen military 
officers, beginning with a Brevet-General 


named Hiung Chao-chow BBE it and 
two Brevet-Brigadier-Generals, named 


Chéng Kwoh-tsiin and Li Ta- 


ting as K ge with. others of lesser 


rank, down to that of sergeant, have been 
employed on the staff for the operations 
connected with coast-defence, in which 
they have displayed much endurance, and 
have studied the European system of 
artillery and the words of command, as 
well as actual gun-practice. He requests 
that they be allowed to remain in the pro- 
vince of Chihli, to be appointed to eorre- 
sponding posts as vacancies may arise.— 
Granted by rescript. . 
Jan. 3rd.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
a memorial from Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Military Governor of Shéngking, recom- 
mending for promotion and honours the 
officers who distinguished themselves in 
the late successful campaigns against the 
refractory goldhunters and other rebels 
ou the Eastern and Southern borders. A 
long catalogue of distinctions follows. 


(3) The Governor of Kiangsu memori- 
alizes denouncing,,Li,.n-han, acting 


“Ss General of Min-cheh, 


* Magistraté ‘of “the-.Adttung’ district, for 
gross misconduct in connection with a 
judicial case. He allowed his police and 
underlings to tamper with evidence, and 
to apply torture to a woman to compel her 
to retract a statement she had previously 
made.—The delinquent has been disinissed 
from the public service by rescript. 

Jan, 4th.—(Court Circular.) The Prince 
of Kung and Frince of Cl’un paid respects 
on their returu-from visiting the Kastern 
Mausolea. 

(Abstracts of memorials.) Li K’ing-siang 
reports having taken over the seal of 
office as Governor of Honan,—Yang 
Ch’ang-siin, Governor of Chehkiang, for- 
wards the returns of receipt from lekin 
and from sales of office and titles for the 
first half of the year. 

(1) The Governor of Kiangsi memori- 
alizes reporting the selection, in obedience 
to Decree, of an official to fill the post of 
Prefect of Nan-cl’ang Fu. The person 
selected is I'siang Ki-chu, lately Prefect of 
Kwang-sin Fu, a native of Shantung, ayed 
56, who took his ku jén decree in 1844, 
and graduated as tsin-sze in 1850. After 
receiving au appointment as Secretary 
(chu-sze) to one of the Boards, he was 
appointed in 1859 as one of the Secretaries 
to the Grand Council, and after sundry 
other appointments, he was named in 
1865 as one of the clerks of the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs. In 1869, he was ap- 
poiuted by decree to his late post at 
Kwany-sin Fu. 

Jan. 5th.—(Court Circular). The Prince 
of Kung returned thanks for the gift of a 
sable robe. Ch’éng beileh—son of the 
Prince of Kuny—had audience. 

(1) A decree referring to the continued 
absence of snow. On repeated occasions 
sacrifices have been offered at the varions 
Imperial temples with prayers for this 
blessing, but it has not as yet been vouch- 
safed, and anxiety is expressed for the 
interests of husbandry. A solemn service 
is now ordered to be performed by the 
Taoist priests of the Kwang Ming Tien, 
in a sanctuary to be specially prepared in 
theTa Kao'Tien. The services to commence 
on the 8th instant, whilst on the same day a 
number of the Imperial princes are to 
offer incense and prayers at different 
temples. 

(2) Abstracts of Memorials. Among 
these is a report from from the Governor- 

of certain ship- 

wrecked Liu-chiuans having been afforded 
relief at Foochow. 


(3) Hi-W’ai Fy pJU, the acting Resident 
in Tibet, reports himself t bad health, 
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and asks sanction for two months’ conyé. 
Since his departure from Peking last year, 
he has suffered much from the changes of 
temperature on his journey, which have 
brought on affections of the head and 
lungs. Feeling himself robust in con- 
stitution, notwithstanding adverse medi- 
cal opinions given after his arrival in 
Szech’wan, he proceeded on his journey 
by way of Ta-tsien Lu, and reached Lassa 
on the 21st July, 1874. The then Pre- 
sident, Ch’éng-ki, having shortly after- 
wards died, he felt bound to sink all 
private considerations in efforts for the due 
discharge of the duty incumbent pou him ; 
and in October he set out on a tour of in- 
spection along the frontier of Ulterior 
Tibet. The hardships experienced on this 
journey, agyravated by a severe fall from 
his horse, have intensified his disease, 
whilst at the same time, the Resident ap- 
pointed last year, Sung-kwei (see Gazctte 
of October 13th, 1874), not having yet 
arrived at his post, the duties of his office, 
involving the control over the aborigines 
and barbarians who dwell intermingled 
toyether in Tibet, are felt as a burden to 
which he fears that his enfeebled frame 
may be unequal. He is compelled con- 
sequently to ask sanction for his taking a 
congs of two months for the purpose of 
seeking repose and medical treatment. 
During this period, in the same way as 
during his absence last year on his patrol 
of the frontier, ordinary business will be 
transacted by the Secretary ‘ak Tibetan 
; ‘ se 

(barbarian) Affairs pans re, T’ieh- 
kw’ei.—Granted by reseript. 

(4) In a postscript Memorial, Hi-k’ai 
reports the steps taken by him on re- 
cetpt of a despatch from the Governor- 
General of Szech’wan, to the effect that an 


otticial of the ‘Tibetan Council Ta FFE 


named Ku-king-ba was seeking to make 
mischief with the chieftain of one of the 
border tribes ; and requesting that the 
propriety of his removal be taken into 
consideration, Hi-k’-ai hereupon, gave 
strict orders to the Ministers (Kablun), 
who under his injunctions despatched a 
teipéng at the head of 150 Tibetan soldiers 
to instal a successor to the functionary in 
question, appointed by the Council, and to 
compel the delinquent to return to Lassa. 
Ou his arrival he will be punished accord- 
ing to the barbarian laws. 

(5) Eléhopu) and Tukarh, — military 
Residents at Uliasutai, jointly memorialize, 
availing themselves of the permission 
granted by Decree to forward recommen- 
dations of the oflicials who have exerted 
themselves in the. operations conducted in 


the neighbourhood of Uliasutai. After 
the capture of that place in 1869, reinforce- 
ments were obtained at intervals from 
Ch’ahar, Kirin, and Tsitsihar, to whose 
unwearied exertions the recovery of 
Uliasutai and its preservation from further 
occasion of panic are due. A list of 
recommendations is appended. 

Jan. 6th. (1)—A decree in reply to a 
Memorial by the Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh, 
who has solicited a prohibition of the 
abuses practised throughout the Empire 
in the treatment of prisoners and witnesses 
awaiting trial. Indefinite delays, he 
‘represents, are habitually indulged in, be- 
fore individuals held in custody are brought 
befure a Court, and they are exposed to 
extortionate practices and cruel maltreat- 


ment on the part of official underlings, 


“frequently entailing their death through 
privation. Henceforward, let all Go- 
vernors, on cases being removed to 
the provincial capital for trial, take steps 
to cause the proceedings to be promptly 
brought toa conclusion by the Judicial 
Commissioner; and let all district Magis- 
trates who, in sending forward cases to the 
provincial capital, fail to have all the 
parties assembled within the period of 
oue month, be impeached to the Throne. 
Local magistrates are likewise forbidden 
arbitrarily to cause arrests aud imprison- 
ment in cases of litigation, on such 
grounds as that the real parties to the cases 
have not been brought forward ; and the 
higher authorities are commanded to exhort 
or punish their subordinates, as occasion 
may require, in order to secure a mild 
administration of justice and respect for 
the lives of-the people at large. 

(2) A decree awarding two Memorial 
Boards for temples in Shansi, on the 
application of the Governor, Pao Yiian- 
shén, who has represented two several 
instances’ of divine aid and protection 
afforded. The first was in 1867, when 
an incursion of the Nienfei was warded 
off ; and the second in 1872, when rain 
was vouchsafed in time of drought, on 
prayers being offered up at the temples 
of Kwan Ti, the God of War and of a 
local divinity of the Lin-fén district, enti- 
tled the K’ang Tséh Wang. 

(3) A decree commanding the attendance 
of certain Mongol nobles, against whom a 
plaint has been lodged before the Colonial 
Office by members of their Banner. 

Abstracts of Memorials.—<ix from the 
Military Governor of Shéngking, 

(4) The Governor-General of Szech’wan 
mewmorializes reporting the retirement from 
office, on account of family mourning, of 


the Taotai of the deteany COO Ie 


and recommending for promotion to the 
vacancy the present Prefect of Ch’éng-tu 


Fu, Hii Pei-shén at Fe F, a native 
of Hangchow, aged 54, who graduated as 


a Ké-jén in 1846, and who, having pur- 
chased the grade of Department Magistrate, 
was placed on the Szech’wan establishment 
in 1856, since wlren he has served in the 
province. If the advancement now recom- 
mended be sanctioned, he will be furnished 
with the proper credentials and sent to 
Peking for presentation. 

Jan. 7th. (1) A decree referring to the 
great number of military officers, ranking 
as brevet Generals and Brigadier-Generals, 
who have been placed in these grades on 
the recommendation of various command- 
ers-in-chief during the recent years of war- 
fare, and among whom it cannot but be 
that there are some unworthy of the ad- 
vancement they have contrived to obtain. 
An enquiry is now ordered, throughout all 
military and civil jurisdictions, into the 
actual qualifications and merits of officers 
thus distinguished. Those who are pro- 
nounced unworthy of the rank conferred 
upon them are to be reported to the 
Throne without the slightest approach to 
favouritism. 

(2) The Censor Téng K’ing-lin again 
memorializes with reference to the Mon- 
golian succession case in which he has 
previously denounced the flagitious par- 
tiality of the Colonial Office. The appel- 
lants, after waiting at Peking for close 
upon a twelvemonth, have been unable to 
obtain a hearing ; and the Colonial Office 
has twisted the late Imperial Decree on 
the subject from its proper meaning, as a 
warrant for continuing to ignore the 
case. Instead of obeying the injunctions 
issued, and summoning the parties for a 
trial, all that the Oolonial office has done 
has been to apprehend the scribe who drew 
up the plaint that was lodged in Chinese, 
This drawing up of plaints is, undoubtedly, 
an infraction of the law: but when it is 
remembered that the Court of Censorate 
has imperfect means of comprehending 
statements offered in Mongol, the offence 
may be considered a venial one. In view 
of the subburn determination of the Colo- 
nial Office to deny justice in the case, the 
Censor once more urges that either a High 
Commissioner or else the Board of Pun- 
ishments be commanded to take cognizance 
of the matter conjointly with the Colonial 
office. —By rescript dated Dec 24th, 1875, 
the Board of Punishments has been asso_ 
ciated in the case with the Colonial Office, 


(3) Ting Pao-chéng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, memorializes;jiacknowledging the 


activity with which the funds, amounting to 
Tis. 1,600,000, required for the execution 
of the great Yellow River embankment 
works completed last year, were provided 
by the Treasurers of the provinces of Ki- 
angsu, Anhwei, Kiangsi, and Hupeh ; and 
he solicits marks of Imperial approbation 
on their behalf. 

Jan. 8th.—(1) The benignant Mandate 
of Their Majesties the Empresses Ts’zo 
An Twan Yi K’ang K’ing and Ts’ze An 
Twan Yi K’ang I, has been reverently 
received, as follows :—The Emperor having 
ascended the Throne whilst still of tender 
years, it is most needful that His studies 
be undertaken in due time, and be pur- 
sued with continual progress to the end, 
that the results of education in the course 
of right may be secured, and the founda- 
tions whence good government takes its 
rise be laid straight. Let the Imperial 
Board of Astronomers select a day of for- 
tunate augury in the fourth moon of the 
coming year, on which His Majesty shall 
commence: his course of studies in the Yi 
K’ing apartmenta of the Palace. Let the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat 
and acting Vice-President Wéng T’ung- 
ho and the Vice-President Hia T’ung- 
shan act as preceptors to His Majesty. 
Let them, on each morning and evening, 
address him with suitable admonitions, 
and devote themselves with thorough 
attention to the inculcation of learning, in 
order to prepare the way to fruitful re- 
anits. Let the Prince of Ch’un superintend 
all that is needful in respect of the allotment 
of His Majesty’s studies and arrangements 
in his apartments. The spoken language 
of the Imperial House and the literature 
of the Manchu tongue being fundamental 
institutions of Our Dynasty, His Majesty 
must pursue the study of these, and must 
likewise be practised in the spoken and 
written language of the Mongols, in horse- 
manship, archery, and the like accomplish- 
ments. Let the Ministers of the Presence 
in due time give the necessary instruction; 
and let the Prince of Ch’un in like manner 
superintend the needful arrangements. 
[Note. The Prince of Ch’un, as is well 
known, is the young Emperor’s father. 
Wéng T’ung-ho, the principal preceptor 
now appointed, is a literary mandarin of 
eminence, and now succeeds to the office 
which was held by his father in respect of 
the Emperor Hien Féng. Hai T’ung-shan 
is one of the junior Vice-Presidents of the 
Board of War. The next appointment to 
be made (though not gazetted) will proba- 
bly be that of the child who, according to 
the Manchu Imperial custom, shares his 
Majesty’s studies under the name of 
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*ha’huchulsze, in the capacity of a souffre- 
douleur or ‘‘ whipping-boy.” Whenever the 
Son of Heaven is naughty or inattentive, 
the "ha’hachutsze is beaten or disgraced }. 

(2) A Decree. Wén-siang has memo- 
rialized stating that his complaint is still 
not abated, and requesting to be rolieved 
of his weighty functions. Let him be 
granted two months’ congé, to attend in 
tranquility to the care cf his health, He 
need not vacate his position as a member 
of the Grand Council. 

(3) The Superintendents of the three 
Imperial Manufactories, viz., Sih-kw’ei at 
Nanking, Wén-che at Soochow, and Wén- 
che at Hangchow, jointly memorialize re- 
presenting the impossibility, under exist- 
ing circumstances, of complying with the 
injunctions laid upon them, at the instance 
of the Board of Revenue, to adhere to the 
old regulation system of prices fur mate- 
rials and wages. Times have changed, 
and everything has risen in price ; among 
the causes assigned for this being insuffi- 
cient production and the large foreign ex- 
port of raw silk. The current year is one 


of ta yiin Kili or supply on a large 


scale, among the requirements being lute- 
string for the pages and outer coverings of 
the Manuscript Record of the late reigu now 
in course of preparation, embroideries for 
the insignia of the chief Imperial concubine 
Tun I Hwang Kwei-fei, (See Gazette of 
January 25th, 1875), chair coverings for the 
hall containing the tablets of Their late 
deceased Majesties, coverings for the 
catafalques on the funeral procession and 
hangings for the temples at which oblations 
were to be presented ; beside materials for 
the scrolls upon which patents of distinc- 
tion according to the Act of Grace are to 
be engrossed.—Rescript sanctioning, as a 
provisional measure, the payment of cur- 
rent market prices for materials and wages 
for the supplies due for the current year. 

Jan. 9th—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from the supervising Censors of 
the south division of the city, who have 
reported a case of barbarous flogging 
inflicted by certain thief-takers attached 
to the Gendarmerie. The Board of Punish- 
ments is commanded to institute stringent 
action in the matter. 

(2) A decree of the two Empresses 
negativing memorials in which Wéng 
T‘ung-ho and Hia T‘ung-shan, the two 
high functionaries appointed yesterday to 
act as preceptors to His Majesty, entreat 
that they may be relieved of so responsible 
an office. 

Jan. 10th—(Court Circular). The Prince 
of Ch‘un returned thanks for being placed 


in superintendence of His Majesty’s stu- 
dies. Wéng T‘ung-ho and Hia T‘ung-, 
shan returned thanks for their appointment 
as Imperial preceptors. The beiléh Kw ‘ang 
and his colleagues (Ministers of the 
Presence) returned thanks for their 
appointment as instructors of His Majesty 
(see Decree of 8th inst.) 

(1) A decree referring to the memorial 
lately presented by the Censor Pien Pao- 
te’iian, on the murder case at Yii‘hang in 
Chehkiang, respecting which, onthe grounds 
that the conduct of the new trial held by 
the Literary Chancellor Hu Jui-lan had 
been unsatisfactory, he prayed that the 
case be placed in the hands of the Board 
of Punishments for investigation. This 
application, the Decree continues, was 
negatived in view of the embarrassments 
necessarily entailed in the transfer of a 
judicial case to Peking, and with the ap- 
prehension that grave inconvenience must 
be suffered by the parties and witnesses in 
the journey to and fro. The Court of 
Censorate now, however, memorializes 
stating that Wang Shu-p’ing and others of 
the literati of Chehkiang have forwarded 
a joint address in which they pray that 
the case may be removed to Peking and 
placed in the hands of the Board of Pun- 
ishments for trial It is necessary, in the 
interests of justice, and in order to set 
the public mind at rest, that the statements 
alleged in this address be thoroughly in- 
vestigated. Let all the proceedings in the 
case, together with the chief prisoners and 
the principal witnesses, be brought up and 
arraigned before the Board of Punishments 
for trial, in conformity with the require- 
ments of equity. What is essential is 
that the truth be arrived at, without 
either unjust severity or culpable indul- 
gence. Let an official be appointed by 
the Governor of Chehkiang to escort the 
parties to Peking with all due care. Let 
there not be the slightest approach to 
negligence or remissness, under penalty 

. of Our displeasure. 

Abstracts of Memorials. Ts’én Yii-ying, 

Governor of Yiinnan, reports that Twan 


Jui-mei Ez Fig Fa, commandant of the 
Ts’u-hiung sub-division, has been appoint- 
ed as acting Brigadier-General of the 
T’éng-yiieh (Momein) command. 

Jan. 11th.—(1) A decree. Let Kin 
Pang-k’ing succeed to the 
vacant post of Prefect of K’ii-chow Fu, in 
Chehkiang. 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
the high authorities of Shéngking, impeach-: 
ing two Imperial clansmen for misconduct, 
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—the one for passing counterfeit cash, the 
other, who was banished to Moukden with 
hisfamily, in 1873, on account of misconduct 
at Peking, for committing robbery with 
violence as a sequel to gambling trans- 
actions, Both the delinquents are ordered 
to be transported to the Heh-lung-kiang 
(Amoor) region, and kept under strict 
surveillance. 

(3) A decree of the two Empresses, 
adopting the 14th of May nextas the date, 
selected by the Astronomical Board, on 
which His Majesty shall commence his 
studies. (See Gazette of 8th inst). 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials from ditferent 
provincial Commissioners of Finance and 
Justice, reporting theirassumption of office. 

Jan. 12th—(1) Hi-K’ai, acting chief 
Resident in Tibet, reports having held, on 
the 17th October last, and following days, 
the autumn inspection of the Chinese and 
Tibetan troops at Lassa, as the regulations 
require. A favourable account is given 
of the proficiency of the troops in their 
martial exercises. 

(2) In a postscript memorial, Hi-K’ai 
reports the steps he has taken for the 
annual inspection of the three cantonments 
and lesser military posts, together with 
the frontier guard stations, in Ulterior 
Tibet. This inspection should be annually 
held by one of the two Residents in turn ; 
but as the chief Resident, Sung-kwei, has 
not yet arrived at his post, and the 
memorialist himself is ill, he had appointed 
a captain of the Chinese garrison in Tibet 
to discharge the duty as his delegate. 

Jan. 13th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Mu-t’u-shan, Military 
Governor of Kirin, with reference to the 
misconduct of certain military officials in 
charge of the frontier-posts, who have 
winked at the proceedings of the lawless 
goldhunters for pecuniary considerations, 
The execution of some of the chief delin- 
quents is recommended. In consideration 
of the fact that the abuse now brought to ~ 
light is one of longstanding, exceptional 
leniency is decreed with reference to the 
case. Four Manchu officers, already strip- 
ped of their rank, are condemned to 
transportation into military servitude in 
redemption of their crime. In any future 
case of similar conduct, the highest 
penalty of the law shall assuredly be in- 
flicted. 

(2) Abstracts of memorials. Li Hung- 
chang, Governor-General of Chihli, applies 
for sanction to relieving brevet-General 


Ma Kw’ei | AL of his substantive ap- 
pointment as sergeant (pa tsung) in the 


Taku Cantonment. Rescript.—Let the 
Board of War take note. 

(3) The Military Governor of Teitsihar, 
Féng Shén, memorializes denouncing an 
officer holding by hereditary succession one 
of the lesser degrees of nobility. An 
inhabitant of the city of Tsitsihar named 
Wang Ki-wén has complained to the effect 
that a Manchu named Lien Shéng, of the 
rank of K’i-tu-yii, had been on terms of 
intimacy in his household, and was accus- 
tomed to be received without restraint by 
complainant’s wife. Having observed at- 
tempts at seduction practised by Lien Shéng, 
complainant had remonstrated with him 
and had severely rebuked his wife. Lien 
Shéng, however, being bent on fulfilling 
his designs, had paid no attention to the 
remonstrances addressed to him, and hence 
the complaint was lodged. On Lien Shéng 
being summoned before the proper Court 
to answer the charge preferred, he pre- 
sumed upon his position so far as to 
refuse submission to its authority, roaring 
in an unseemly manner, and making bold 
even to treat the Court with contempt. 
His degradation from his rank is solicited, 
in order that he may be placed on trial 
and punished according to law.—Granted 
by rescript. 

Jan. 14th,—(Court Circular). The 
Literary Examiners for the Province of 
Szech’wan, P’an Sze-lien and Wén Chung- 
han, paid their respects on their return to 
Peking, and had audience, 

(1) A decree based upon a report from 
the Board of Punishments on a memorial 
from Tso ‘T'sung-t’ang referred to it by 
previous rescript, with reference to the 
case of Hwang Kin-shan, degraded from 
the rank of Kriyadier-General of Suhchow 
in Kansuh. He has been accused of acts 
of rape, of putting to death an officer 
under his command who was guilty of no 
offence, and of harbouring an adoptive son 
named Hwang Wan-fah, through which act 
he encournged designs to raise rebellion. 
After being accused of these offences, in- 
stead of appearing to answer the charzes, 
he returned without leave to his native 
place, where he assembled a multitude 
of persons and provided them with arms 
on the pretext of raising volunteers for 
service in the field. Such criminal con- 
duct on the part of an ofticer of the rank 
filled by Hwang Kin-shan is unpardonable. 
Tso Tsung-Tang is commanded to cause 
him to be summarily executed in presence 
of the army. His accuser, Yang Tsze- 
ying, who has been recommended for a 
lieutenaut-colonelcy, only came forward to 
lodge the information in consequence of 
the murder of his cousin, and his action 
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-does not partake of the nature of dis- 


interested zeal. It is decreed that he be 
sent back to his native place, to be kept 
under strict surveillance by the local 
authorities, and not permitted to join the 
army as a volunteer. 

(2) A decree ordering renewed prayers 
for snow, in consequence of the long- 
continued drought. 

(3) Li Pei-king, the newly appointed 
Governor of Kweichow, memorializes re- 
porting that he received on the 13th 
November a despatch from the Board of 
Civil Office, announcing that on the 12th 
October a decree was issued appointing 
him to the post in question. 
native of Hunan, who, from the position 
of a Hanlin graduate, was named Literary 
Chancellor of Kweichow, and subsequently 
raised by the Imperial grace to the position 
of Financial Commissioner of the province, 
he has been honoured with successive dis- 
tinctions, and now returns his humble 
thanks for the promotion accorded. 


Jan. 15th-16th.—(N. B.—The ‘‘ closing 
of the seals having taken place on the 15th 
inst., being ten days before the Chinese 
New Year, the Gazette will as usual appear 
only on alternate days for the ensuing 
month.) 

(1) A‘Decree. Wu T’ang has memori- 
alized requesting leave to retire from his 
post on the ground of continued illness. 
He is granted leave to retire to his home 
for the care of his health. 

(2) A Decree. Let Li Han-chang be 

transferred to fill the pust of Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan. Pending his 
arrival, let Wén Kéh (the Financial Com- 
missioner) take charge of the duties of the 
office. Let Wéng T’ung-tsioh act for the 
time being, as Governor-General of Hu 
Kwang. 
' (3) A Decree censuring certain irregula- 
rities which are stated to have grown up 
in connection with the provincial triennial 
examinations, Disregard of the rules 
which regulate the time for handing in the 
completed essays, and which forbid crowd- 
ing and uproar, is to be stringently re- 
pressed by the Superintendents and Ex- 
aminers. e 

(4-7) Decrees in reply to four memorials 
from the Censor Chang Tao-yiian, on the 
following subjects :— 

a. Irregularities in connection with the 


literary examinations. More sedulous 
conformity with the established rules is 
enjoined. 


6. A proposal for more accurate financial 
statements with reference to provin- 
cial revenues and disbursements. The 


A humble } 


provincial governments are commanded 
to bestow attention in this respect. 

c. Greater care in the trial of capital 
cases by intendants of Circuit. Commands 
accordingly. : 

d. Exposure of exactions practised by 
official underlings, in cases where waste 
lands are brought under cultivation. Pro- 
hibition of such practices enjoined. 


(8) Liu Tien BB Ht, an. official of the 


8rd rank, lately living in retirement at his 
home in Hunan, and who has been nomi- 
nated Assistant Commissioner for military 
affairs in Shensi and Kansuh, reports his 
departure on the 16th December en route 
to join the head-quarters of Tso Tsung- 
t’ang, his previous application for leave to 
satay at home to take care of his mother 
having been disallowed. 

(9) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes stating that the Sub- 
Prefect ‘I’ao Yen-show and the other ofli- 
cials appointed to escort the Burmese 
tribute envoys on their departure from 
Peking, have reported that the mission 
had been duly escorted, in concert with 
the local authorities, to the frontier of 
Chihli, in the department of Ts’ze Chow, 
whence, on the 9th December last, they 
crossed into the province of Honan. 

Jan. 17th-18th.—(1) A decree based 
upon memorials heretofore received from 
Shén Pao-chéng, as Imperial Commissioner 
in Formosa, and the high authorities of 
Fuhkien, with reference to improvements 
in the official organization for the northern 
half of Formosa. ‘The proposals having 
been taken into consideration by the Grand 
Council and the Boards of Civil Office and 
War, the arrangements recommended are 
sanctioned as follows:—A Prefect of North 
Formosa is to be appointed, to reside at 
Banka (near T'amsui), with the designation 


of T’éi-peh Fu 4 AU Hf. a8 & eubordi- 


nate to the Taotai of ‘l’aiwan. 
magistracy of Tameui is further to be 
created, as an adjunct to the Prefecture. 
The office of sub-Prefect of ‘Tamsui, here- 
tofore existing, with head-quarters at Teuk- 
cham, is to be abolished, and in its stead 
a new district magistracy is to be cre- 
ated, with the designation Sin-chuh Hien 


hy A third Gistrict magistracy, 
under the name of I-lan Hien et BS 


is to be established in the stead of the 
Ko-ma-lan T’ing sub-Prefecture, and the 
sub-Prefect heretofore holding office at 
Ko-ma-tan is to be removed, in the capacity 
of assistant to the Prefect of T’ai-peh, to 
reside at Kelung. As it has been decided, 
furthermore, that the Governor of Fuhkien 
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A district, 


is to reside periodically in Formosa, he is to 
be invested with certain powers of appoint- 
ment for the subordinate military officials 
employed in the island, becoming the im- 
mediate superior of the BrigadierrGeneral 
of Formosa. The commandantship of An- 
p’ing is abolished. With reference to the 
southern part of the island, the sub- 
Prefect of that division is to take up his 
quarters at Peinam, and the functionary 
heretofore designated the sub-Prefect of 
the northern division is to remove to 
Shui-sha. 

(2) A memorial presented by five of the 
doctors of the Hanlin, representing a 
meritorious case of wifely devotion. ‘The 
mother of Sit Fu, a Hanlin Expositor, it 
is stated, was in 1844 with her husband, 
then Taotai in Shantung, when he fell 
dangerously ill. Vowing to sacrifice her 
own life for his, she cut a piece of flesh 
from her thigh and mixed it with the 
remedies prepared for him. No sooner 
had he taken the remedy than his sickness 
suddenly abated. Upon this his wife 
abjured the use of wines and meats, and 
abstained from all descriptions of fine 
apparel for the remainder of her life, a 
period of close upon thirty years. After 
her death, which took place a few weeks 
ago, the scar of her self-inflicted wound 
was plainly distinguishable by her kinsfolk, 
whose emotions were profoundly stirred 
at the sight. Appealing to numerous 
precedents during the last ten years, the 
memorialists apply for sanction for the 
erection of a memorial structure in honour 
of such virtuous devotion.—Grauted by 
rescript, 


Jan. 19th-20th.—(1) A decree with re- 
ference to the propositions recently laid 
before the Throne by Ts’ung shih, acting 
Military Governor of Shéngking, for the 
reform of the official organization in that 
province. The scheme having been refer- 
red for deliberation to a special Council, 
its adoption has been recommended. It 
is decreed, accordingly, that the Military 
Governor of Shéngking do henceforward 
assume control over the Boards of War 
and Punishments, and at the same time 
become the direct superior of the Civil 
Governor of Féng-t’ien, with the same 
style and title as employed by Governurs- 
General in other provinces. All matters 
relating to the administration of justice 
and to questions concerning the Manchu 
or Chinese population of Féng-tien Fu 
are to be subject to his control. The 
Civil Governorship of Féng-t’ien is to be 
raised to the dignity of the second rank, 
and the incumbent placed on the same 
footing as an ordinary provincial Governor, 


with the addition, similarly, of the title 
of member of the Court of Censorate. 
The Civil Governor is to have jurisdiction 
over all civil and criminal law cases. The 
five Boards established at Moukden are to 
confine themselves to their respective 
duties as proposed in the Memorial. The 
vice-Governorship of Moukden is to be 
abolished, and the post converted into the 
Intendancy of Féng-t?ien. Magistracies 
are to be filled by either Manchus or 
Chinese ; and Manchu officials are to con- 
fine themselves to their duties as collectors 
of the Banner landrents or the functions 
of police, and to refrain from interference 
in the general administration. All officials 
are, in conclusion, called upon to exert 
themselves in carrying out the reform of 
longstanding abuses, which has now been 
inaugurated, 

(2) A Decree granting one month’s congé 
to the Prince of ‘Tun for the benefit of his 
health, and conferring the custody of the 
key of the seal uf the Imperial Clan Court 
on the Prince of Kung. She Toh (the 
Prince of Li) is invested with the acting 
Captain Generalship of the Bordered 
Yellow Banner. 

(3) A Decree. Let Kin Kwoh-shén 


= ER succeed to the vacancy in 


the post of Grain Comptroller in Kwang- 
tung. (N. B.—The official above-named 
is a native of Kiangsu, a protéyé of the 
late Governor-General Tséng Kwoh-fan, 
and a man of some distinction and 
repute. ) 

(4) The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal presented by a native of Honan, 
named T’an Che-hwa, complaining of an 
act of burglary and murder committed in 
March last on his father’s premises by a 
gang of villains, armed with foreign fire- 
‘arms, who cut down his father, his 
brother, and a servant, and carried off 
about 950 Taels in silver beside other pro- 
perty. Under the influence of bribes, the 
local authorities are declared to have 
granted immunity to the perpetrators of 
the crime. — Referred in the usual manner. 

(5) Mu-t?u-shan, Military Governor of 
Kirin, reports that the winter military 
hunting expedition has been carried out 
in conformity with regulation. He pro- 
ceeded, on the 25th November, at the 
head of a body of about 1,000 officers and 
men, provided with tents, camp-kettles, 
and rations, into the mountains, where 
the hunt was prosecuted in three different 
localities within the old domain, and in 
thirteen different localities within the 
newly organized hunting-ground. The 
performances of the suldiery were at the 
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same time passed in review, with satisfac- 
tory results. On the 6th December, an 
official was despatched, in charge of the 
trophies of the chase obtained for presen- 
tation to His Majesty ; and the expedition 
thereupon returned to Kirin. i 

Jan. 21st-22nd.—(Court Circular). She- 
tséng and Yii-ts’ing—both former superin- 
tendents of Maritime Customs at Canton— 
returned thanks for being favoured with 
the remission of money payments.—The 
Yamén of Gendarmerie reported the appre- 
hension of a gang of 43 gamblers. 

(1) A decree authorizing the newly pro- 
moted Financial and Judicial Commis- 
sioners of K wei-chow to come in succession 
to Peking for audience. 

No other documents of importance. 

Jan, 23rd-24th.—A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the supervising Censor 
Hwang Hwai-shén, who has prayed for the | 
institution of reform and the removal of 
abuses, In the matter of transfers of 
office from outgoing to ineoming incum- 
bents of magistracies, it is represented. 
that the superior authorities are in the 
habit of winking at deficiency in the 
accounts, instead of denouncing them to 
the ‘Throne according to regulation, 
Favouritiem in this respect is forbidden 
for the future. As regards the excessive 
number of officials employed at lekin 
tax stations, who not only cause a wasteful 
expenditure for salaries, but also give 
rise to various irregular practices, the 
provincial governments are commanded 
to dismiss unnecessary officials and to take 
steps toward reducing the number of tax- 
stations. The watchers and guardboats 
employed at the likin barriers are further- 
more warned against stoppage and seizure 
of merchandize while in transitu, and the 
infliction of arbitrary acts of annoyance, 
for purposes of extortion, Any such 
offences as these are to be severely punished, 
The hearing and decision of judicial pro- 
ceedings are also to be expedited. 

(2) A decree accediny to an application 
on the part of the Governor-General Shén 
Pao-chéng, who has prayed that the newly 
appointed General-in-chief of Fuhkien, 
Tang Ting-kw’ei, aud the newly ap- 
pointed Brigadier-General of Chéng-ting in 
Chihli, Wu Ch’ang-k’ing, may be left for 
the present in Kiangsu, where they are 
rendering valuable services in connection 
with the preparations in progress for 
defensive measures, Their appointments 
are to be temporarily filled by other 
officers, 

(3) A Decree. Let the Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kweichow, Liu Ch’ang- 
yeo, proceed forthwith to his post. He 


need not come to Peking to receive Our 
commands. (See Gazette of Dec. 3rd for 
appointment of Liu Ch’ang-yeo. It is 
customary for officials, on their transfer or 
promotion, to request permission to visit 
Peking for audience. - In the present case, 
Liu Ch’ang-yeo will proceed direct from 
Kwanggsi to Yiinnan.) 

(4) A Decree. Li Han-chang and his col- 
leagues have memorialized Us requesting 
that an officer, who has vacated the acting 
appointment of tu-sze (captain), be strip- 
ped of his official rank and included 
among the number of the persons about 
to be arraigned, for the purposes of a 
judicial enquiry. It has been deposed by 


Li Chén-kwoh AY Bl » * lately acting 
as captain in command at Nan-tien, in the 
proceedings relating to the murder of Ma 
Kia-li (Mr. Margary), that the notables of 
the T’éng-yiieh (Momein) jurisdiction, 
having heard that foreigners were coming 
in that direction, at the head of a large 
. force of soldiers, collected trainbands for 
the protection of their persons and pro- 
perty ; [of which they] had communicated 
an intimation to him. 

[Such being the statement made], it is 
most necessary that a searching investiga- 
tion be at once instituted, in order to 
ascertain whether any farther circum- 
stances are involved. We command that 
Li Chén-kwoh be forthwith stripped of 
his rank and handed over to Li Han-chang 
and his colleagues, to be arraigned toge- 
ther with Tsiang Tsung-han and Wu K’i- 
liang, the Brigadier-General and sub- 
Prefect heretofore degraded, andsubjected, 
as circumstances may render necessary, to 
stringent judicial examination, in order 
that the demands of justice be fulfilled. 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 

Jan. 26th-28th.—(Court Circular.) On 
the first day of the New Year—26th Jan- 
uary—the Imperial Board of Astronomers 
reported that the wind set from the North- 
east quarter, presaging longevity and a 
plenteous harvest. 

(1) Ying-kwei, President of the Board 
of Civil office, Superintendent of the office 
for Colonial affairs, etc., reports the re- 
ceipt of a petition from two nobles of the 
eastern beileh banner of the Chaluth Mon- 
gols, who complain that the widow of the 
beileh of the Banner isin league with a 
noble named Sukhturchabu, acting as 
administrator, to tyrannize over the com- 
monalty. It appears that the beileh Tamu- 
lin Wangtseleh, after being betrothed to 
Yen Ts’ing, daughter of a beitsze of the 


r) 
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Khorchin tribe, died before the marriage 
was fulfilled. A son of one of the two 
present complainants was adopted as his 
heir and successor ; but the betrothed lady, 
having vowed herself to a life of widowhood 
as the actual wife of the deceased, and 
having consequently assumed her place in 
his household, has acted in the most 
rapacious manner, seizing the goods and 
chattels of members of the tribe, and 
leaguing herself with the daidji Sukhtur- 
chatu on terms of illicit intercourse, An 
enquiry is consequently prayed for.— 
Ordered by previous rescript. 


(2) The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh me- 
morializes representing the injustice and 
cruelty which are perpetrated in the pro- 
vinces, in connection with judicial cases 
removed to the provincial capital for 
further hearing. More than a hundred 
deaths at the very least, he represents, are 
annually caused in each province through 
this cause, and, in some instances, to say 
some hundreds would be within the mark. 
He depicts in forcible language the suffer- 
ings of the persons whose attendance is 
compelled as parties dr witnesses in pro- 
ceedings of the kind. Persons are torn 
from their families—compelled to make 
long journeys under circumstances of great 
hardship, exposed to the exactions of 
rapacious underlings and the cruelty of 
jailors, to pestilential infection in summer, 
and in winter to starvation and cold. As 
a remedy for these evils, he proposes more 
precise regulations as to the time within 
which cases are to be heard and disposed of. 


Jan. 29th-30th—(1) Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian, 
Governor-General of the Yellow River, 
memorializes reporting the works which 
are in contemplation for embanking the 
Southern side of the River, in the provinces 
of Chihli, Honan, and Shantung, below 


T’ung-wa-siang Sa) Ft, Ki Surveys have 
been held and measurements effected, the 
result of which is stated to be that for 
a distance of 330 li (one hundred and ten 
miles), extending from Lan-yang to the 
crossing of the Grand Canal, at Shih-Li- 
Pao, embankment works are necessary, 
with exception of the 190 li lately executed 
in the Ho-tséh district (see Gazette of 
August 13th, 1875), which has a width at 
base of ten chang (140 feet), narrowing to 
three chang at the summit, and a height 
of one chang four ch’ih. The cost of 
executing the works still necessary, es- 
timated on the basis of the earth-work 
at so much per cubic measure, amounts 
to two or three hundred thousand taels 
—a sum which, under the existing con- 
ditions of financial exigency, no means 


of providing can be devised. As an ex- 
pedient suggested by the necessities of the 
case, it is proposed that the provinces of 
Chihli and Honan shall detail draughts 
from their forces of disciplined regulars 
and irregulars to labour at the works, 
under the direction of skilled officers and 
soldiers. A reérganization of the civil and 
military River staff is farther proposed, 
to the extent of reducing by 1,090 men 
the number of the soldiery composing 
it, and abolishing certain official posts, 
whilst increasing the force by the addition 
of 614 soldiers and a number of oflicers 
at other points. The current annual 
expenditure for the conservancy of the 
River is stated at an average of about 
200,000 and odd Taels. The new arrange- 
ments proposed must be regarded as pro- 
visional only, to be tested by the ex- 
perience of two or three years,—Proposals 
referred by rescript to the Board for con- 
sideration. 

Jan. 3ist—Feb. 1lst—(1) A decree in 
answer to a memorial from the Censor 
Wu Hung-én, who has represented that 
the rules relating to the fortnightly read- 
ing and expounding in public of the 
homilies of the Sacred Edict, composed by 
the Emperor Yung Chéng, have been 
allowed to fallinto disuetude. Injunctions 
are now laid upon all district authorities 
and superintendents of literary study, to 
the effect that real observance of the rule 
in question must be practised. With 
reference to a supplementary memorial in 
which the same Censor declares that 
numerous malpractices have crept in at 
the official examinations, such as the 
employment of substitutes and the like, 
increased vigilance is enjoined upon the 
responsible officials, 

(2 and 3) Memorials from Wéng T’ung- 
ho and Hia T’ung-shan, the high officers 
lately nominated as preceptors to the 
young Emperor, craving permission to 
decline the honour of this charge. The 
first-named, after referring to the fact that 
he was appointed a member of the com- 
mittee of Imperial preceptors in 1864, and 
continued for ten years to enjoy in that 
capacity the favour of his deceased 
Majesty, grounds his application on the 
score of enfeebled health. Hia T’ung- 
shan, on the other hand, after describing 
himself as an unworthy native of 
Chebkiang, who has risen through the 
grades of the Hanlin to occupy a metropo- 
litan charge, represents his pronunciation 
of the language as so provincial that he 
feels himself unqualified for the position 
of instruction.—(For rescript see Gazette of 
Jan, 9th.) 
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(4) The two Censors superintending the 
South section of the Chinese city of Peking 
memorialize representing a yross case of 
unlawful arrest and of the infliction of 
barbarous torture by certain runners in 
the employ of one of the detectives of the 
Yamén of Gendarmerie. On the 31st 
December last they were appealed to by a 
man named Kwoh Chung-jén, with the 
complaint that his brother had been 
carried off by these men and confined in a 
private lock-up in a certain lane. On 
search being made the man, and also 
another prisoner, with the chains, etc., with 
which they were confined, were discovered 
and brought before the Censors, together 
witha number of theindividualsimplicated. 
The man Kwoh stated that he was a 
thread-seller by trade, making it his 
business at the same time to purchase 
broken cash, which he afterwards disposed 
of. The police appear to have charged 
him with trafficking in cash for the melting- 
pot, and inveigled him consequently to 
the lock-up, where he was stripped of his 
clothing, fastened by the hands and feet 
to an iron bar, and gagged by having 
his mouth crammed with ashes. After 
these preliminaries he was put through a 
course of examination ; and on subsequent 
days he was exposed naked in the court- 
yard until nearly frozen, whilst secured 
by the hands and feet to the iron bar, 
was pulled by the hair and ears, made to 
kneel on chains, and otherwise tortured. 
The Censors apply for a rescript ordering 
the guilty parties to be placed on trial. — 
(For rescript see Gazette of Jan. 9th.) 

Feb. 2nd-3rd (1) A decree in answer 
to a memorial from Hi-k’ai, acting resid- 
ent in Tibet, who has submitted for sanc- 
tion the name of a Counsellor recom- 
mended for the office of senior K’an-pu 
(Minister of State.) The appointment of 
Ts’ing-yao-loh-ch’ui-djikh-mei is accord- 
ingly confirmed. 

(2-5) Decrees distributing among various 
high officers the acting charge of appoint- 
ments tilled by Yung-luh, who is placed in 
mourning for 100 days by the death of his 
mother. Ch’unghow takes his place as 
senior Lieutenant-General of Gendarmerie, 
En-ch’éng that as Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, and two Manchu digni- 
taries his commands of Banners. 

(6) A decree ordaining renewed prayers 
for snow, to be offered at the State Tem- 
ples on the 5th instant, in consequence of 
the long protracted drought at Peking. 

(7) A decree awarding a memerial struc- 
ture in honour of the mother of Yung-luh, 
just deceased, whose virtuous conduct and 
self-sacrifice in tending her mother-in-law 


during sickness have been represented by 
the Court of Censorate. 

(8) Wénsiang, Grand Secretary, etc. etc. 
memorializes entreating permission to 
resign his functions as a member of the 
Grand Council, in order that he may 
devote himself exclusively to the conduct 
of foreign affairs, his health continuing 
unrestored. He represents that since the 
winter of 1873 he has suffered severely 
from asthma, and has repeatedly asked 
leave to resign his public duties, without 
obtaining the Imperial assent. Some time 
since he requested that he might be relieved 
of all his various weighty functions, in 
order that he might concentrate his atten- 
tion on the business of the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs ; but to this request he 
likewise failed to. receive a favourable 
response. After reiterated entreaties, he 
was relieved of his appointments in con- 
nection with the Boards and Banners, 
being still continued as a member of the 
Grand Council and the Yaméu of Foreign 
Affairs. Fully conscious as he is of 
his own utter unworthiness of such 
favours as have been vouchsafed to 
him, he would in no wise venture to 
be swayed by regard for his own decrepid 
frame ; and he consequently resumed his 
duties, on the expiry of his congé, putting 
forth all his efforts in the attempt to do 
his duty in return. His complaint is, 
however, so persistent as to defy all his 
endeavours. Since the winter set in, his 
asthma has deprived him of rest at night, 
so that his feet and hands have become 
swollen and his faculties impaired. He 
feels constrained to ask for relief from his 
duties as member of the Grand Council, 
in order that he may devote his undivided 
attention to the conduct of foreign affairs, 
promising to exert to the uttermost such 
strength as may be left to him.—For 
rescript granting two months’ congé see 
Gazette of Jan. 9th, 

Feb. 4th-5th—(1-3), Memorials by the 
Censor Chang Tao-yiian, on the three 
following subjects :-— 

a. The necessity of accurate returns of 
the receipts and expenditure from all the 
provinces, with a view to financial 
economy. During the period of nearly 
20 years of rebellion undergone by the 
Southern provinces, all branches of the 
revenue were injuriously affected, whilst 
at the same time expenditure was enor- 
mously increased. Notwithstanding that 
peace has now been restored, the former 
prosperity of the provinces has ngt yet 
been recovered, and much land still lies 
waste, with consequent deficiency in the 
yield of the land-tax. In consequence of 
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the establishment of foreign relations, 
moreover, the yield from both Customs’ 
duties (i.e. by Provincial exchequers) and 
lekin has declined ; whilst the receipts 
from the sale of office and titles are daily 
growing less, and the salt administration 
is in a state of continual dread of stoppage 
of the quantities put on sale. The memo- 
rials from the various provinces shew how 
manifold are the demands which are urged 
on the public exchequer; and in order 
to make ends ineet as fairly as possible, 
a more effective general accountability is 
requisite. 

b. The importance of requiring all ca- 
pital cases in which sentence is pronounced 
by district Magistrates, to be revised by 
the Taotai under whom they are placed, 
after an actual rehearing. 

c. The urgent importance of devoting’ 
attention to the personal surrounding of 
the young Emperor, whose education is 
now about to begin. The eunnchs in 
immediate attendance upon his Majesty, 
should in all cases be men of mature age 
and tried integrity. 

Feb. 6th-7th.—(1) A memorial from the 
Censor Chang Tao-yiiap, exposing the 
abuses which are perpetrated by the 
revenue clerks of District Magistracies, in 
connection with the assessment of land 
newly brought under cultivation, after 
lying waste and unclaimed in consequence 
of the rebellion. The exactions which 
settlers upon such lands are made to suffer, 
discourage the agricultural class from 
applyiug for title deeds placing the land 
on the register for taxation, so that the 
revenue and the people alike suffer through 
the greed of official underlings. —Rescript 
ordering enquiry and action on the part 
of the provincial Governments, already 
published. 

(2) A memorial from the Prince of Kung 
and his colleagues of the Grand Council, 
submitting the name of an individual as 
secretary to the Council, in succession to 
Ki Pang-k’ing, lately promoted to be 
Prefect of K’ii-chow Fu in Cheh-kiang. 

(3) Wu T’ang, Governor-General of Sze- 
ch’wan, memorializes soliciting leave to 
retire into private life on the score of 
ill-health.—For rescript see Gazette of 
Jan, 15th. 

Feb. 8th-9th.—The Court of Censorate 
memorializes presenting the appeal laid 
before it by 28 officials, natives of Cheh- 
kiang and holding office at Peking, with 
reference to the Yang Nai-wu case, in 
which the Literary Examiner, Hu Jui-lan, 
acting as High Commissioner for the new 
trial, is accused of Jeuding himself to 
endeavours to screen the injustice 


perpetrated by the judicial authorities. (See 
Gazettes of November and December last). 
Referring to the memorials and decrees 
that have already appeared on this subject, 
the petitioners proceed to point vut various 
discrepancies in the evidence upon which 
it has been sought to confirm the sentence 
passed upon Yang Nai-wu, as guilty of 
the murder of Koh P’in-lien, in concert 
with the latter’s wife, Koh Pi-she. It is 
alleged that the Magistrate of the Yi- 
hang district obtained by fraud, from the 
apothecary, Ts’ien Pao-shéng, the latter’s 
written statement respecting the sale of 
the arsenic, upon the possession of which 
the question of Yang Nai-wu’s com- 
pligity hinges ; giving the apothecary in 
reflirn a guarantee, written in red ink, 
that he should be held harmless in the 
matter. An alibi having moreover been 
proved on behalf of Yang Nai-wu, in con- 
nection with the period assigned for his 
purchase of the drug, it is asserted that a 
date has been falsified in the official 
records, The fact that several witnesses, 
who were in a position to testify to the 
general looseness of the woman Koh Pi- 
she’s behaviour, were not called at the 
trial, is further commented upon. The 
removal of the case for a fresh trial at 
Peking is prayed for, in conformity with 
precedents in 1824 and 1873 respectively. — 
For rescript granting the request see 
Gazette of Jan. 10th. 

Feb. 10th-11th—(1) A Decree. Let 


Hu Chung-ho BA #n, General-in-chief 


of Yiinnan, proceed without delay to his 
post, in order that the duty of his office 
may be adequately fulfilled. Let Lien- 


ch’ang. ji 4 act provisionally as General- 


in-chief in Szeeh’wan, his place as Brigadier 
General of the Ch’ung-k’ing command 
being filled provisionally by T’ien Tsai- 
tien, (N.B.—Hu Chung-ho was appointed 
General-in-chief in Yiinnan on the 2nd 
November, 1874, on the transfer of Ma Ju- 
lung to Hunan. He has continued since 
then to hold his late office in Szech’wan, 
pending the arrival of his successor). 

(2) A Decree, ordaining the following 
transfers of tsung-ping or Brigadier 
Generals :—Ch’én Tsi-ts’ing from the Yeo 
Kiang command in Kwangsi, to the Ch’wan 
Peh command in Szech’wan ; Yang Yii-k’o 


H-EFt from the K’ai-hwa command in 


Yiinnan, to be his successor; Yang Fuh-tung 

to succeed to the K’ai-hwa 

command ; Chu Hung-Chang to be trans- 

ferred from the Yung Chow command in 

Hunan to the Ho-li command in Yiinnan ; 

and Chang Pao-ho el sree him. (N.B. 
O pS e 


—Yang Yii-k’o is at present acting General- 
in-chief in Yiinnan. See Gazette of Aug. 
20th, 1875.) . 

(3) The Governor of Shansi, Pao Yiian- 
shén, memorialises dilating upon the 
iniquity of a district Magistrate within his 
jurisdiction, who, after being cashiered, in 
consequence of the character given to him 
at the last triennial scrutiny, to the effect 
that he was ‘‘grasping and tyrannical,” 
has had the audacity to present a petition 
denying this charge. The case follows 
closely upon that of Chih-wén, a sub- 
Prefect in Chehkiang, who similarly ap- 
pealed against his sentence (see Gazette of 
Dec. Ist, 1875), and shews the necessity 
for restrictive legislation. The Governor 
consequently submits a proposal for the 
enactment of a penal clause in addition to 
the law existing on this subject, as a 
deterrent against any future appeals of this 
kind.—Referred by rescript to the Board 
of Civil Office for consideration. 

Feb. 12th-13th—(1—2) Memorials from 
the Governors of Yiinnan, K wangsi, Shan- 
tung, and Kweichow, reporting the num- 
ber of octogenarian and nonagenarian 
candidates at the literary examinations 
of last autumn, who are recommended for 
honorary degrees according to regulation. 
The particulars are as follow: In Yiinnan, 
4 candidates above the age of 80, who 
have failed to satisfy the requirements of 
the examiners, although they have under- 
gone all the prescribed tests, but who in 
other respects come up to the needful 
standard. In Kwangsi, the candidates 
were the following: 2 aged 91, 1 aged 94, 
and 2 of 90, with nine others above the 
age of 80. In Shantung, ten are reported 
as nonagenarian, and twelve as octogena- 
rian. In Kweichow, two candidates above 
the age of eighty are reported. 

Feb. 14th—No documents of importance. 

Feb. 15th—(1) A decree appointing En- 


fuh A ile to the newly created post of 


Taotai of Féng-t’ien ; his successor in the 
post of Taotai of the Tai-Shun-Kwang In- 
tendancy in Chihli, to be Hwang Hwai-shén, 


ia Hi Hp at present one of the Super- 


vising Censors, 

(2) A decree ordaining renewed prayers 
for anow, in consequence of the continued 
drought. The deities of the Heh Lung 
T’an and Po Lung T’an Temples are on 
this occasion to be proptiated with offerings 
of incense. 

(3) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
Hu-Kwang, Imperial Commissioner for an 
Enquiry in Yiinnan, and Sieh Hwan, 
ex vice-President of a Board, Imperial Com- 
missioner-adjoint. for an enquiry in Yiin- 


nan, kneeling represent that a clue has 
been obtained by investigation to the fact 
that an officer, lately holding an acting 
@ppointment as captain, did lay a plan 
for opposing the entry of foreigners into 
the country ; and request a decree, in 
the first instance, stripping him of his 
rank, in order that he may be placed on 
trial. . 

Your servants have to state that, on 
finding manifest falsehoods and suppres- 
sions in the depositions taken from the 
prisoners guilty of the murder of Ma 
Kia-li (Mr. Margary), and the depositions 
of the sub-prefect Wu K’i-ling and of 
Captain Li Chén-kwoh, handed in by 
themselves, they, on the one hand, com- 
missioned the officials who were placed by 
decree upon their staff, to take measures 
for eliciting the actual facts, as they have 
reported in their memorial dated the lst 
of the 12th Moon (November 28th, 
1875); and subsequently appointed addi- 
tional delegates in the persons of the 
Taotai Ting Sze-pin and the Prefect 
Tziang Sih-hiin, to codperate with the 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners of 
the province, in subjecting the prisoners 
to rigorous examination. All that the 
prisoners confessed was, that they had 
committed robbery [and that], owing 
to a foreigner (or, the foreigners) having 
discharged a pistol-shot which killed one of 
their accomplices named A Yung, they 
then and there resolved to resist apprehen- 
sion, and murdered Ma Kia-li and his four 
attendants. They firmly refused, however, 
to confess who had been their instigator. 
Wu K’i-liang, for his part, also denied 
that he neither knew aught of the affair, or 
had any share in planning what took place. 
Li Ohén-kwoh returned the most absulute 
denial to the statements made in Wei ‘I’o- 
ma’s despatch, and it was not until he had 
been subjected to repeated cross-examina- 
tion that he uttered a statement to the effect 
that ‘‘in the 12th moon of last year 
(January, 1875), the notables of the sub- 
prefecture of T’eng-yiieh (Momein), on 
learning that foreigners were about to 
come forward at the head of a large body 
of troops, and fearing that they would 
commit disorders, raised a force of local 
trainbands for the protection of their own 
lives and property ; [of which they] had 
communicated an intimation.” : 

The circumstances thus indicated are 
sufficient in themselves to warrant sus- 
picion ; and, coincidently, the Brigadier- 
General Li Shéng, of the Sui-tsing 
command, who was sent forward by your 
servant Li Han-chang, whilst on his jour- 
ney, to proceed to T’éng-yiieh i make 
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enquiries there privately, having returned 
to the provincial capital, reports as fol-— 
lows, viz:—‘‘That the murder of Ma 
Kia-li came of the act of lawless offenders 
who offer resistance to capture for the 
commission of robbery, but that, accord- 
ing to common report along the roads, 
the secret instigation of the lawless savages 
to obstruct the progress of the foreigners 
and prevent them from entering the coun- 
try, was the act of Li Chén-kwoh ; who, 
however, at the time Ma Kia-li was 
murdered, was not on the spot, nor were 
any soldiers concerned in the affair.” 

It appears from the correspondence form- 
ing part of the case, that in the third moon 
of this year (April 6th to May 4th, 1875), 
the Governor, your servant Ts’én Yii-ying, 
received a report from Li Chén-kwoh, 
[forwarding] two official letters addressed 
to him (Li) on separate occasions by the 
notables of T’éng-yiih; and in this re- 
port, there unquestionably appears state- 
ment on the part of Li Chén-kwoh, 
that [he is] “taking vigorous and 
active precautionary measures, with the 
view of stoutly defending the region 
under his care.” Although Ts’én Yii- 
ying wrote commanding him to quiet 
the people, and prevent any action on 
their part (lit., quiet, or appease, and 
obstruct, the people), and allow no un- 
founded alarm to spread, yet this was 
after the affair had already taken place, 
and it was too late. It appears from this, 
consequently, that although Li Chén-kwoh 
had no intention to commit murder, he is 
liable to a charge of having laid plans to 
obstruct [the expedition]; and Your ser- 
vants have agreed, after taking counsel 
together, that he should not be suffered to 
take advantage of his official rank as a 
cover for lying evasions, gaining time with 
false statements in dread of inourring 
punishment. They think it their duty to 
solicit a rescript, in the first instance, 
stripping of his rank Li Chén-kwoh, a 
Colonel by brevet, on the list for ime 
mediate employment as Lieut.-Colonel, late 
acting in the post of Captain-Commandant 
of Nan-tien. [They propose to] bring him up 
together with Wu K’i-liang, the officer now 
already degraded from the rank of sub- 
Prefect, and to order Tsiang Tsung-han, now 
already degraded from the rank of Briga- 
dier-General, to be brought without a 
day’s delay to the provincial capital, in 
order that they may be rigorously ex- 
amined, as circumstances may require, to 
the end that the demands of justice ma 
be fulfilled. They accordingly join wit 
Your servant Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor and 
acting Governor-General, in laying this 


Memorial before the Sacred Glance of 
Your Majesties the Empresses and Your 
Majesty the Emperor. 

(For Decree in reply, see Gazette of Jan. 
24th.) 

Feb. 15th.—(4) The supervising Censor, 
Hwang Hwai-shén, memorialises, submit- 
ting his views on several subjects affecting 
the interest of the State and of the people, 
with reference to which he urges the neces- 
sity of reform. These are as follows :—1° 
Thesystem of handing over district offices in 
the provinces. Grave abuses flourish in 
this connection, as district Magistrates, 
who have filled their own pockets by mis- 
appropriations of the revenue, are fre- 
quently in arrear in their returns to the 
amount of thousands of taels, which the 
superior authorities compel the incoming 
appointee to charge himself with. Deticit 
after deficit may thus be incurred without 
a penalty, the defaulting functionary being 
even, perhaps, rewarded with a lucrative 
office, in order to enable him to square 
accounts. This is a practice which requires 
to be looked into. 2° The multiplicity of 
officials employed at lekin stations. The 
Censor has learned that the number 
of officials, from the rank of ‘'aotai 
down to that of the humblest deputy, 
attached to lekin offices throughout 
the empire, varies from some _ scores, 
it may be, to a dozen or more at the 
lowest. The salaries assigned to these 
officials vary from Tls. 100 and upwards 
to a minimum of Tis. 30 or Tis, 40 
per mensem, the superior authorities 
adopting this as a means of affording 
employment to expectant officials. Even 
granting that these employés indulge in no 
malpractices, their excessive numbers 
constitute a serious drain upon the 
revenue ; and reduction should be carried 
into effect. As regards the institution of 
cruisers and watchmen to guard against 
smuggling at the lekin barriers, the system 
is excellent in itself, as a needful protection 
to the revenue ; but most oppressive acts 
on the part of the watchers and guardboats 
are reported, such as seizing merchandize 
before it has reached a barrier and declar- 
ing it to be smuggled, or stopping goods 
which have already passed inspection and 
are provided with the necessary duty 
receipts. In other cases, heavy extortions 
are levied upon articles of personal property, 
or upon merchandize entitled to exemption 
from duty, 
ment that nothing has been unduly 
extorted is demanded ; failing consent to 
which, the cargo is carried off to the head 
oftice and there detained. The parties 
interested are subjected to examination 
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whereupon an acknowledg- + 


under torture, and the merchandize, at 
length, without regard to the fact of duty 
having been paidorno, is declared to be 
confiscated, or else, perhaps, isreleased on 
payment of a fine of eight-tenths of its 
value. Abuses of this description are 
reckoned as third among the causes of 
popular discontent which itis expedient to 
remove ; the others being the exactions 
of district Magistrates and judicial 
malpractices. — For rescript see Gazette 
of January 24th. 


Feb. 16th.—(1) A decree, granting Wén 
Pao-shén, a Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, leave to retire on the ground 
of ill-health. 

(2) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of the T'wo Kiang, memorializes referring 
to a decree heretofore received by him 
respecting the case in which Chan K’i-lun, 
a cashiered Brigadier General, had beaten 
one Hu She-li to death, and in which 
Ch’én Kwoh-jui, an ofticer degraded to 
the rank of captain (tu sze), was found to 
be implicated. Upon this discovery being 
made, Ch’én Kwoh-jui was forthwith sum- 
moned to appear, and an official was 
appointed to take his statement. Ch’én 
hereupon deposed that he was in no wise 
concerned in the act of robbery with 
violence ; but he admitted the charge of 
having taken the official examiner of 
corpses to his house, Chan K’i-lun far- 
ther acknowledged having handed the 
sum of $500 to an expectant Colonel 
named Siao Ch’éng, who was to endeavour 
to arrange matters for him, Siao Ch’éng, 
on the other hand, on being examined, 
declared that the $500 were given to him 
by Chan, after his arrest, in part payment 
of a debt of Tis. 1,500 owing to him since 
1863 in connection with some transations 
in contraband salt. In order that the 
case may be fully investigated, it is now 
prayed that both Ch’én Kwoh-jui and 
Siao Ch’éng may be provisionally stripped 
of their rank by Decree, in order that 
they may be arraigned for trial.—Decree 
accordingly. 

Feb. 17th. — (Court Circular.) His 
Majesty will proceed at 6.30 a.m. to-mor- 
row to the Ta Kao Tien, to offer incense. 

(J) A Decree. Let Wéng T’ung-ho suc- 
ceed to the vacant post of Vice-President 
of the Board of Revenue and Superin- 
tendent of the Mint. Let P’an Tsu-yin 


RE MEL RS act provisionally in the post of 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, as successor to Wéng T’ung-ho, 

(2) A Decree, in obedience to a mandate 
of the Empresses Regent, who observe 
that at the present moment, when the 
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triennial period of scrutiny into the char- 
acter of the members of the civil service 
in the Capital is at hand, it is fitting that 
marks of special approbation be bestowed 
upon those who have most distinguished 
themselves in the service of the State, In 
a report now presented by the Board of 
Civil Office, it is shewn that the Prince of 
Kung has stood foremost to render aid in 
the counsels of government, and has de- 
voted his whole soul to the task of his 
ministerial oflice. For the conspicuous 
merit of his prolonged and unintermit- 
ting services, the Imperial Clan Court is 
directed to propose a distinguished form 
of reward, ‘Ihe other members of the 
Grand Council, viz., Wén-siang, Pao-yiin, 
Shén Kwei-fén, and Li Hung-tsao, with 
Li Hung-chang and Tso ‘Tsung-t’ang, 
the Grand Secretaries whose exertions 
are respectively devoted to the domain in 
proximity to the Capital and to the region 
of the frontier territories, are at the same 
time named for the proposal of special dis- 
tinctions by the Koard of Civil Office. 

(3) Li Ho-nien, Governor-General of 
Min-Chéh, memorializes reporting the 
arrival at Foochow of a Liu-chiuan junk, 
forwarded from Chéhkiang after having 
been put in repair by the provincial 
authorities there. The junk had drifted 
on shore in the P’ing-yang district in July 
last. (See Gazette of Nov. 7th, 1875.) 
The eleven distressed mariners on board 
will be supplied at Foochow with the 
regulation daily allowance of one pint of 
rice, and six cash for the purchase of 
vegetables and salt, and sent back to their 
own country under proper pilotage. 
(N. B.=-Under the new system of pub- 
lishing ‘‘abstracts of memorials, this do- 
cument was noted, with the Imperial 
rescript appended, so far back as the 4th 
January.) 

(4) The Censor Wu Hung-én memo- 
rializes praying that the regulation which 
imposes the periodical delivery of homilies 
extracted from the Exposition of the 
Sacred Edict, drawn up and circulated in 
the reign of Yung-chéng, may be revived, 
as a means of restoring the tone of 
popular morality.—For rescript in reply 
see Gazette of Feb. Ist.) 

Feb. 18th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with the first portion 
of the memorial presented by the Prince 
of Kung and his colleagues of the Spécial 
Council, on the proposals laid before the 
Throne by Ts’ung-shih for the redrganiza- 
tion of the civil service in Féng-t’ien. 
Sce Gazette of Jan. 19th. 

Feb. 19th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from Wu ‘l’ang, sole 
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General of Szech’wan, who has impeached 
a district magistrate for abuse of his 
judicial authority. A respectable woman 
named Sung T’ang-she was impelled by 
his unjustifiable decision to commit sui- 
cide. ‘The offender is dismissed the public 
service, never to be allowed to reénter it. 
A monument in honour of the deceased 
lady is further decreed. 


(2) A Decree. Let Kia Hu 


succeed to the vacant post of Prefect of 
Téng-chow Fu in Shantung. 

(3) Continuation of the memorial re- 
lating to redrganization of the civil service 
in Féng-tien. 

Feb. 19th.—(1) A decree awarding a 
memorial board to the temple Kwan Yin 
the Deliverer (Avalékitesvara), at Hai- 
ning Chow in Chéhkiang, on the applica- 
tion of the Governor of the province, The 
temple has lately been repaired ; and it is 
represented that the coast embankment 
works are under the special protection of 
the deity worshipped there, 

(2) Third portion of the memorial rela- 
ting to the reorganization of the civil ser- 
vice in Féng-t’ien. 

Feb. 20th.—Fourth portion of the above 
memorial, 

Feb. 21st.—A Decree. Let Liu Ch’wan-k’i 


Ba aH jit be transferred to fill the post 

of ‘Laotai of the Hwei-Ning-Ch’e-T’ai 

Intendancy in Anhwei; and let Li Yung 
2 be transferred to succeed him in 
AR 


the post of Grain Intendant of Kiangsu 
and Anhwei. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the concluding portion of 
the Special Council’s report on the reor- 
ganization of the civil service in Féug-t’ien. 

Feb. 23rd.—(1) A decree cashiering two 
District Mayistrates and a Sub-Department 
Magistrate, who have been denounced for 
inefficiency by the Governor-General of 
Chihli, Li Hung-chang. 

(2) Chih-kang, Resident at Urga (form- 
erly one of the Burlingame ‘ co-envoys ”), 
memorializes representing the sufferings 
he has to endure from cold, and requesting 
sanction to his taking a congé of two 
months. When stationed some few years 
ago at Uliasutai, he was compelled to ask 
leave to resiyn his post, owing to attacks 
of neuralgia brought on by the cold, and 
since his recent appointment to his present 
position he has again been a martyr to 
similar sufferings, Although he has tried 
living in a felt tent instead of in an or- 
dinary house, he finds it impossible to 
keep warm since the cold weather set in, 
and his sufferings have been so severe that 


he is obliged to take care of himself for a 
couple of months. 

(8) The Assistant Grand Secretary Ying- 
kwei and three other high officials unite 
in memorializing to request a mark of 
Imperial approbation on behalf of the 
lately-deceased stepmother of Yung-luh, 
Vice-President of the Board of War and 
Lieutenant-General of the Gendarmerie. 
The deceased lady became the second wife 
of Chang-show, at that time Brigadier- 
General of Liang-chow in Kausuh, when 
Yung-luh was but five years old, and she 
thenceforward nurtured him as though he 
had been her own child. In 1841, Chang- 
show (having been degraded toa lieutenant- 
colonelcy) proceeded with his family and 
his mother to Fuhkien, and in passing 
through Chehkiang, at the moment when 
the ‘‘sea-mists ” were unquiet, he volun- 
teered for service in the field. His family 
was left at Hangchow, where his mother 
fell ill, and upon this his wife, the lady 
now deceased, cut flesh from her arm to 
mix with the potion administered, and the 
sickness suddenly abated. Her subsequent 
conduct throughout life was on a par with 
this act of self-devotion ; and after her 
decease, the scar upon her arm was seen 
with feelings of reverent admiration by 
those of her household.—For rescript see 
Gazette of Feb. 3rd. 

Feb. 24th.—(1) A decree referring to 
the continued drought, which is lamented 
in the interest of agriculture, and ordain- 
ing that supplications for rain be offered 
up on the 27th inst., when his Majesty 
will proceed in person to the Ta Kao ‘lien, 
and incense is to be offered at the other 
State Temples by a number of the Princes. 
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(2) A decree conferring honours and - 


promotions upon a number of the military 
officials of Szech’wan, who are reported by 
the Governor-General Wu T’ang as having 
distinguished themselves in suppressing an 


outbreak of BE Man banditti. 


(3) First portion of a memorial by the 
Prince of Kung, as head of a special Coun- 
cilto whom the proposals submitted by 
Shén Pao-chéng and the authorities of 
Fuhkien for the improvement of the civil 
administration in Formosa were referred 


by Decree in August last. In this report, 


. the gradual growth of population and of 


commercial interests in the island, since 
the period of its first annexation WEA 
ull in the reign of K’ang Hi, and the 
successive demarcations of official districts, 
are described; and the rise of Tamsui 


and Kelung to become bustling marts 
of foreign trade is noticed among the 
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changes which now call for an augmenta- 
tion of the official staff. As regards 
Kelung, although the country adjacent to 
this port does not suffice, after other ar- 
rangements have been made, for the area 
of a separate district, yet, since the pprt 
was opened to trade, it has become a place 
of general resort, and now that coal min- 
ing is on the point of being officially intro- 
duced, a large influx of population may be 
expected, whilst at the same time manifold 
questions of naval defence and judicial 
administration will also present them- 
selves. It is therefore proposed to station 
an assistant sub-Prefect there, abolishing 
to this end the assistant sub-Prefectship of 
Komalan. 

Feb. 25th.—The whole of this day’s Ga- 
zette is occupied with a continuation of the 
féregoing memorial. The rearrangement 
of the military commands in Formosa is 
discussed, and the liability of the island, 
with its coastline of upwards of 300 miles 
in extent, to a hostile landing at any point, 
is remarked upon, The Brigadier-General 
in command of the forces is to be stationed 
henceforward at Anp’ing instead of resid- 
ing at T’ai-wan-fu, and the ‘ marine” 
troops are to be converted into land forces. 
The eight native cruisers, which are all 
that remain of the old establishment, are 
to be disposed of; and the protection of 
the coast to be confided to the steamships 
of the Foochow Arsenal. 


Feb. 26th.—(Court Circular.) His Ma- 
jesty will proceed at 6.30 a.m., to-morrow, 
to offer incense at the Ta Kao Tien. 

Continuation of the memorial on For- 
mosa. The arrangements relating to the 
literary examinations are dealt with.— 
For rescript assenting to the proposals 
approved and submitted, see Gazette of 
Jan. 18th. ' 


Feb. 27th.—The Governor of Chehkiang 
reports the number of aged candidates at 
the last year’s examinations, on whose be- 
half it is solicited that honorary degrees 
be conferred as an act of grace. Two can- 
didates are reported as above the age of 
ninety, and seven above eighty years of 
age. 

Feb. 28th.—(1) Among the “abstracts 
of memorials,” notice is taken of a report 
from the Governor of Kwangtung, an- 
nouncing the transmission of copper from 
Yiinnan. (See Gazette of June 29th, 1875.) 

(2) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
number of aged candidates at the last 
examinations, on whose behalf honorary 
degrees are solicited. Three are reported 
as above the age of ninety, and thirty- 
eight above the age of eighty. 
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(3) The Governor of Shansi reports 
three candidates above the age of ninety 
and seven above that of eighty, at the last 
year’s examination, 

Feb. 29th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, with re- 
ference to an application he had previously 
made for the bestowal in perpetuity of ten 
additional degrees to be competed for at 
the provincial examinations in Kansuh, as 
a reward for the patriotic contributions 
raised among the people toward the mili- 
tary requirements of the Government for 
the suppression of the Mahommedan rebel- 
lion. ‘The application was at first nega- 
tived ; but as it has now been repeated, 
with the statement that the amount raised 
in the manner above mentioned was up- 
wards of fifty millions of Taels, sanction is 
at length granted to the request. 

(2) The acting Governor of Fuhkien 
reports two candidates above the age of 
ninety, seven above eighty, and three on 
the verge of accomplishing their eightieth 
year, at the last provincial examinations, 
for whom honorary degrees are solicited. 

March lst.—(1) A decree with reference 
to the minor officials and official writers 
employed in the Government departments 
at Peking, who have lately undergone the 
triennial ‘‘scrutiny.” ‘Those upon whom 
favourable reports have been made, are 
awarded official promotion to the grades 
of assistant Magistrate, etc. 

(2) A memorial from Ts’én Yii-ying, 
Governor of Yiinnan, observing that the 
financial needs of the province, for the 
work of redrganization, both civil and 
military, and for frontier defence, are ex- 
tremely great, and that of the subsidy due 
to Yiinnan from the province of Chehkiang, 
no less than 'l'aels 600,000 are in arrears ; 
whilst of the amount lately fixed as pay- 
able annually by the same province toward 
the military chest of Yiinnan, viz., Tls, 
400,000, not asingle c«sh has been received. 
Kiangsu, moreover, still owes Tis. 49,000 
on account of the subsidy due from that pro- 
vince ; and the Governor has consequently 
made arrangements for commissioning an 
expectant Prefect named Li Chén-yii to 
represent his government in the two pro- 
vinces abovenamed, for the purpose of 
urging on the despatch of supplies. Other 
ofticials are similarly employed in Sze- 
ch’wan and Hupeh, as substitutes for agents 
previously appointed. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, Shén Pao-chéng, memorializes re- 
presenting that by a decree issued in April 
last, the late acting Governor-General, 
Liu Kw’én-yih, was ordered to undertake 
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the triennial inspection of the military 
forces of the provinces under his jurisdic- 
tion, which, however, owing to his having 
been occupied successively in an inapec- 
tion of the fortifications and of the Canal 
woras, and subsequently by the literary 
examinations, he was unable to carry into 
effect before handing over the seals of 
office. Sanction is now requested to the 
postponement of the inspection until the 
spring of this year. 

Mar. 2nd.—(1) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor 
of Kwangsi, memorializes submitting the 
arrangements decided upon in connection 
with the establishment of anew District 
and independent sub-Prefecture,.as pro- 
posed in the course of last year. (See 
Gazette of July 1tth, 1875.) The abori- 
gines forming the population of the P’s 


Tien Chow +H department, who 


have hitherto been under the rule of an 
hereditary Magistrate of the name of ‘I's’én, 
had petitioned the Governor representing 
that the succession to the magistracy had 
become extinct in the direct line, and that 
the entire body of the population was ex- 
posed to great sufferings in consequence of 
the disputes that had arisen hereupon 
among the collateral claimants of the office. 
‘They therefore entreated that they might 
be placed on an equal footing with the 
ordinary subjects of the Empire. Sanc- 
tion to the request having been given, it 
is now proposed to convert the tract of 
country in question into a District, under 


the name of En-lung Hien FAS, 


and at the same time to erect intu an inde- 
pendent sub-Prefecture the adjacent sub- 
department of Péh-séh, and to convert 
the assistant Magistracy of Féng-i into a 
separate department. Particulars as to 
annual land revenue and the staff of officials 
required are further given. 


March 3rd.—(1) A Decree. Let Li 


Ming-hwei Ea AA Hi succeed to the 


vacant post of Brigadier-General of the 
Lin-Yiian command in Yiinnan. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, ip a_ postcript 
memorial, represents that Sergeant Ma 
Kw’ei, of the Taku garrison brigade, has 
been advanced, by successive brevets, to 
the rank of Colonel, and for his services 
rendered last year in command of the 
drilled force which was sent to operate 
against the banditti in Manchuria, has 
lately been further honoured with a brevet 
as General. It is requested hereupon that 
he be allowed to vacate his substantive 
rank of sergeant.—Sanctioned by rescript 
published in Gazette of January 13th. 
(N.B.—The present case illustrates the 


. 


utility of the system of publishing 
‘‘abstracts of memorials,” with rescripts 
appended, which has lately been intro- 
duced. Publication of the Imperial reply 
to applications of this kind is greatly 
accelerated). 

(3) ‘I's’6n Yi ying, Governor of Yiinnan, 
memorializes, recommending Colonel Twan 
Jui-mei as an officer qualified in all respects 
to act as Brigadier General of the ‘I’éng- 
yiieh (Momein) command, which has been 
vacated through the summoning to Yiinnan 
Fu ef the late acting incumbent, Tsiang 
Tsung-han for trial. — Sanctioned by 
rescript published in Gazette of January 
10th. 

March 4th.—(Court Circular.) Kwoh 
Sung-tao had audience. 

(1) A decree referring to the triennial 
military inspections which should be held 
in the course of the present year in the 
provinces of Hupeh, Hunan, Yiinnan, and 
Kweichow. In the first and third the 
duty is to be performed by the Governor- 
General ; in the second and fourth, by 
the Governor of the province. 

(2) The Governor-General and acting 
Governor at Foochow memorialize pro- 
posing an exchange of ofticials, in order to 
meet the requirements of the post of 
Prefect of T’ai-wan Fu. In addition to 
the other circumstances which render this 
an office of special difliculty, the interna- 
tional relations which have arisen since 
the opening of Formosa to foreign trade, 
and the recent extension of territorial 
authority over the aboriginal tribes, 
add considerably to the onerous nature 
of its duties. The present Prefect, 
Chow Mow-ki, is an officer well fitted in 
respect of age and attention to his duty 
for the post in question; but his health 
has failed from the effects of climate ; and 
itis proposed that he should exchange 
appointments with the Prefect of Fuh- 
ning Fu on the mainland. The officer whom 
it is proposed tomove to Formosaisa native 
of Chihli, named Chang Méng-yiian, who 
was promoted from the rank of sub-Prefect 
in consenquence of services rendered in 
connection with foreign affairs. He is 
in the prime of life, a man of capacity and 
business like habits, and thoroughly versed 
in all questions relating to the coast popu- 
lation. Sanction to the transfer is accord- 
ingly solicited, although it conflicts, ina 
slight degree, with the established regula- 
tions.—Referred to the Board of Civil 
Office for decision. 

(3) The Governor-General of Fuhkien, 
Li Ho-nien, presents the following supple- 
mentary memorial. Ina previous memo- 
rial, your servant has already represented 
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the facts concerning the expectant Prefect 


Ting Kia-wei | 345g, who had acted 


in flagrant disregard of duty in arrange- 
ments connected with the electric 
telegraph ; and upon this your Majesty’s 
pleasure was signified that further enquiry 
should be made to ascertain whether the 
ofticial in question were chargeable with 
other shortcomings, in which case he was 
to be stringently denounced to the Throne. 
On receipt of this decree, it has to be 
stated that the official in question had 
been stationed for a number of years in 
Fuhkien, and had risen from the grade 
of assistant magistrate to that of Pre- 
fect. Whilst holding office as Prefect of 
Foochow he was impeached by the then 
Governor-General Wu T’ang, for habitual 
sycophancy and obsequivusness, where- 
upon a rescript was issued stripping him 
of his rank and ordering him to return 
to his native place. Atasubsequent period 
the late Governor-General, Ying-kwei, ob- 
tained sanction to his being brought back to 
Fuhkien, for the purpose of undertaking 
duties connected with the provincial 
office of foreiyn affairs. He was restord 
to his former rank, and placed on the 
official establishment of the province. 
Having much experience in the adminis- 
tration of Foreign Affairs, he was placed 
specially in charge of the arrangements 
connected with a telegraphic line lately 
undertaken; and it is' needless to 
observe, hereupon, that it behoved him 
to exert the most conscientious efforts 
in the earnest accomplishment of his 
duty. Instead of acting thus, however, he 
simply strove to patch up a compromise, 
shewing himself to be at once timid, weak, 
and incapable. At the outset he acted 
with a want of discretion which entailed 
unfortunately consequences, in heedlessly 
concluding an agreement; and at a subse- 
quent period he stirred up a controversy 
and gave rise to difticulties by circulating 
false reports. Although no positive proof 
of his having acted from personally dis- 
honest motives is forthcoming, yet it is 
nevertheless certain that his designs would 
not endure the test of scrutiny. To allow 
so unprincipled an official as this to remain 
in Fuhkien would not alone be unattended 
with the slightest advantage, but it would 
also lead, there is reason to fear, to fresh 
embarrassments. The case is one which 
seriously concerns the international 
relations of the Government, and it is 
your servant’s duty to lay the present 
impeachment, based upon the facta of the 
case, before the Throne. He solicits a 
rescript once more cashiering the 


expectant Prefect Ting Kia-wei, and 
compelling him to return without delay 
to his native place, with the proviso 
that he be not allowed to come. forward as 
a volunteer for service with any corps 
of the army, in order that a signal 
punishment may be inflicted and the 
discipline of the public service be asserted. 
—To the foregoing memorial the Grand 
Council has received a receipt affirming 
the sentence applied for. (N.B.—The 
foregoing document contains the first 
mention of the Electric Telegraph which 
has appeared in the Peking Gazette.) 

March 5th.—(1) A decree deploring again 
the continued drought, which, notwith- 
standing that one fall of snow has been 
vouchsafed, after repeated supplications, 
is still most injuriously felt. His Majesty 
will proceed again on the 8th instant, to 
make supplication at the Ta Kao ‘Tien, and 
different princes are named to offer incense 
at the same time at other Temples. 

(2) The Censor Liu Kwoh-kwang memo- 
rializes on behalf of the memory of four 
hundred and fifty-eight women of different 
districts in his own native province, 
Hupeh, who perished nobly during the 
Taiping rebellion, either through falling 
victims to slaughter or by suicide in order 
to preserve their honour. The facts in each 
case are well established, and the Censor 
appends a statement of particulars in 
detail, entreating that sanction be given 
to the erection of a memorial temple in 
honour of the deceased, at the expense of 
their surviving relatives.—Sanctioned by 
previous rescript. 

March 6th.—(1) A Decree. The Princess- 
' consort of the Prince of Jui-min (a 
grandson of the Emperor Kia King) 
having departed this life, let She Tséng, 
Comptroller of the Household, attend to 
all the needful arrangements. Let the 
obsequies be conducted by the officers of 
Government, on the scale allotted to the 
dignity of a Princess of the second rank. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung memo- 
rializes begying that his name be handed 
to the Board for the infliction of a penalty, 
in consequence of the discovery of a 
clerical error in a memorial submitted to 
the Throne, which he had failed to detect 
when transmitting the document. On sub- 
mitting a statement concerning a certain 
Major Chang She-chung, he had received 
a rescript in reply, granting the application 
made, but pointing out that the ofticer’s 
name had been written in two different 
ways in the memorial. The Governor was 
directed to have the mistake rectified. 
Overwhelmed with trepidation when, 
kneeling, the Governor had perused this 
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rescript, he has discovered that the character 


She tk forming part of the officer’s name, 
was in one passage of his memorial 


wrongly transcribed as Jén {£.. For his 
own negligence in failing to detect the 
error he submits himself for punishment, — 
Rescript: In this case let notice on the 
part of the Board be substituted, as a 
special grace, for other proceedings. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih; Military Governor of 
Shéngking, memorializes with reference 
to the body of drilled troops, consisting of 
picked men of the Manchu soldiery, who 
have been stationed at Newchwang (Muh 
Kow Ying), since the establishment of an 
Intendancy there in 1865, on account of 
the port being open to foreign trade. A 
modification of the rule affecting the pro- 
motion of the superior officers is recom- 
mended. 

(4) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Yiinnan, 
memorializes reporting the completion of 
a temple erected in honour of the officers 
and men who fell whilst engaged in the 
task of subduing the Mahommedan revolt, 
He represents that during the 18 years 
which have elapsed since he first entered 
the province in 1856 to assist in the opera- 
tions against the insurgents, he has fought 
at the head of the Yiinnan and Kwangsi 
braves, and has successively recaptured 
more than fifty walled cities. Under the 
favour of the Celestial Majesty, he has 
enjoyed the good fortune of achieving a 
small measure (lit. ‘an inch”) of success, 
Steps having heretofore been taken for the 
erection of a templein honour of the memory 
of the fallen, it has now to be reported 
that the list of those who either fell in 
battle or died from the effects of un- 
healthy climate, is as follows: Civilian 
functionaries, from the rank of Taotai 
downwards, 33 ; military officers, from the 
rank of Colonel downwards, 609 ; ascer- 
tained loss of rank and file, 36,282. This 
last-named total is that of the men of 
whose names a list is in existence, gra- 
tuities being on record in consequence of 
the loss of their lives. There are uo means 
of furnishing a return concerning those 
whose names are not on record. A temple 
has been erected at a cost of Tls. 5,000, 
which amount the Governor has devoted 
to the purpose from his own salary ; and 
sanction to periodical sacrificial ceremonies 
is now applied for.—Granted by rescript. 

March 7th. —(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Wén-siang obtained an extension 
of his congé for one month, 

This day’s Gazette contains no documents 
of importance, 


Mar. 8th.—Wu T’ang, Governor General 
of Szechwan, denounces the Magistrate 
of the ‘’ung-liang district for having 
indirectly caused the death of a widow 
named Sung ‘I’ang-she, who has committed 
suicide under the influence of mortification 
at an unjust judgment delivered in her 
case. The woman in question was a widow 
living as tenant upon some land, oriyinally 
her own property, which she had sold to a 
neighbour named Sii Ch’un-t’ing. This 
man, @ titular graduate, had been smitten 
by her good looks, and offered marriage to 
her on the footing of a concubine. The 
woman declined this proposal indignantly, 
having led a life of chaste devotion to the 
memory of her husband during the fourteen 
years that had elapsed since his death, 
and having vowed to continue a life of 
widowhood, devoting herself to the bring- 
ing-up of her only child, a posthumous 
son. She heaped torrents of reproaches 
upon the agent, a carpenter named Wang, 
who was at first employed to sound her 
with reference to Sii’s wishes ; and, when 
Sii himself approached her, she cut offa 
lock of her hair in token of her unalter- 
able resolve, threatening to die, if needs 
be, sooner than yield to his wishes. Her 
father waving lodged a complaint at the 
mayistracy on her behalf, she was sum- 
moned, together with the man Sii, for 
trial, whereupon Sii declared she had been 
engaged to him for marriage as a cuncu- 
bine, but that the match had been broken 
off by himself owing to an unfavourable 
result to the astrological forecast obtained ; 
and he wound up with injurious imputa- 
tions against her character. The magis- 
trate accepted the lying misrepresenta- 
tions of the defendant, and dismissed 
the case; whereupon the plaintiff, on 
returning to her home, vowed that she 
would not continue to live a victim 
to such slanderous charges, and after 
an ineffectual attempt at drowning herself 
she committed suicide by cutting her 
throat with a knife. The magistrate upon 
this, instead of giving due weight to the 
virtuous resolution of the deceased woman, 
allowed himself to be swayed by the 
calumnious mis-statements of Si C’hun- 
t‘ing, and inflicted no other penalty than 
a bambooing upon him. For this dere- 
liction of duty, on appeal being made at the 
provincial capital, the Governor-General 
solicits the dismissal of the magistrate 
from the public service for ever, and 
proposes further to strip the late defendant 
of his title as a graduate and to have him 
placed on trial for the offence of causing 
the death of the deceased woman through 
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improper urgency. —Sanctioned by rescript, 
February 18th. 

March 9th.—Hu Jui-lan, Literary Chan- 
cellor of the province of Chehkiang, memo- 
ralizes submitting explanations with refer- 
ence to the case of Yang Nai-wu and the 
murder of Koh P’in-lien, on receipt of a 
despatch from the Board of Punishments 
communicating to him the decree of the 
8th December last. He represents that so 
much tergiversation has been evinced by 
all the numerous parties and witnesses to 
this trial, that doubts have arisen whether 
Yang Nai-wu has not been unjustly con- 
demned as a particeps criminis; but he 
relies upon the confession and deposition 
obtained in the first instance from Yang 
Nai-wu himself and from the apothecary 
Ts’ien Pao-shéng, to the effect that ata 
certain time and place arsenic was pur- 
chased by the one of the other. Yang 
Nai-wu has subsequently retracted this 
statement and pleaded an alibi, whilst 
the apothecary, after being released on 
bail, has lately died. Subsidiary wit- 
nesses have made, and retracted state- 
ments to such an extent that the evid- 
ence on record is most contradictory ; 
but of the guilt of Yang Nai-wuthe me- 
morialist is nevertheless assured, He prays 
that either a special High Commissioner 
be appointed to try the case anew, or else 
that a high officer be sent with cfficials from 
the Board of Punishments, to co-operate 
with himself in a fresh investigation.— 
Rescript : Let this memorial be handed to 
the Board of Punishments, to form part 
of the record of the case about to be 
tried. ” 

March 10th.—(1) The Censors in charge 
of the central division of the Chinese city 
of Peking memorialize with reference to 
the body of 250 ‘drilled ” braves who 
were allotted in 1869 to the service of the 
Chinese city. On the expiry of the 
prescribed term of three years, the 
officials in command are recommended for 
rewards. ’ 

(2) Hu Jui-lan, Literary Chancellor, 
and Yang Ch’ang-siin, Governor of Cheh- 
kiang, jointly memorialize laying four 
rules before the Throne for sanction, with 
a view to the more effectual repression of 
turbulent conduct and fraudulent practices 
on the part of the candidates who assemble 
for the literary examinations. Of late 
years, the students have on more than 
one occasion assumed a domineering tone 
toward the authorities, and last year, 
when the proctor of the examination gave 
orders to repress some disorderly conduct, 
the students actually went so far as to 


; assemble in crowds and clamour for the 
substitution of another proctor.—Rescript 
(; handing the proposed rules to the proper 
« Board for consideration. 
» March 1lth.—(1) A decree fixing the 
j, time for presentation of the officials who 
have been placed upon lists for successive 
» appointment to different offices, after 
; passing the triennial “scrutiny” at 
;, Peking. 
; (2) The Governor of Shensi reports one 
y candidate above the age of ninety, and 
~ three above eighty, at the last year’s 
. literary examinations, on whose behalf 
; honorary degrees are solicited as usual. 
,, (3) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
j, mumber of aged candidates at the last 
, examinations, on whose behalf honorary 
, degrees are solicited, as follows: twelve of 
the age of ninety and upwards, and 
i, thirteen of the age of eighty and upwards. 
March 12th.—No documents of import- 
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ance. 
; March 13th.—No documents of import- 
, ance. 
, March 14th.—The Governor of Kiangsi 
reports nine candidates above the age of 
90, and twenty-nine above the age of 80, at 
~the last year’s examinations, on whose 
, behalf honorary degrees are solicited. The 
, candidates in question are from the pro- 
_ vince of Anhwei. From the province of 
, Kiangsi, the numbers are four above the 
,2ge of 90, and thirty above the age of 80. 
. March 15th.—(1) A decree ordaining 
: renewed supplications for rain, in conse- 
“quence of the long-continued drought. 
His Majesty will proceed in person, on the 
18th inst., to offer up prayers at the Ta 
.Kao Tien, and a number of the Imperial 
_ princes are appointed to offer incense at 
“the other State Temples on the same 
"occasion, 
* (2) Abstracts of Memorials, Kin Shun, 
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;commander-in-chief of the army operating - 


‘in the direction of Kashgaria, memorializes 
; reporting that a vast number of the camels 
‘employed in transporting munitions of 
war have succumbed to disease, and re- 
“questing that a Brigadier-General named 
"Yang Chan-kw’ei be impeached and 
punished. Resoript: Be it as is proposed. 
“Let the Board take note. 

March 16th.—Ts’6n Yii-ying, Governor 
“of Yiinnan, memorializes denouncing the 
District Magistrate of Kw’én-ming, at Yiin- 
mman-fu, in consequence of the escape from 
“custody of Chu Yiin-shén, the Assistant 
“Magistrate who was sentenced, by decree 
“dated the 19th November last, to banish- 
‘snent to the north-west frontier, for having 
“shaved his head before the expiry of 
‘phe period of mourning for the decease 
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of the late Emperor. (See also Gazette 
of October 24th, 1875). The decree in 
question having been received on the 17th 
January last, orders were given for carry- 
ing the Imperial commands into effect ; 
but it has now been reported by the Judi- 
cial Commissioner that, on the 12th 
December last, whilst the prisoner in 
question was in course of removal from 
the Magistrate’s prison to that of the 
Judicial Commissioner, he effected his 
escape. He was in the custody of five 
policemen, but the party were overtaken 
by a severe rainstorm whilst walking along 
an embankment, down which some of the 
police slipped, whereupon the others went 
after them to help them out of the mud. 
Taking advantage of this accident, the 
prisoner broke his fetters and escaped. 
The Magistrate, it appears, had been 
ordered to escort the prisoner in person to 
his new quarters; and the excuse he 
alleges of having had other business to 
attend to at the time, is rejected as insuffi- 
cient. As requested by the Governor, he 
is to be awarded a penalty by the proper 
Board ; and active measures are enjoined 
for the recapture of the escaped convict. 

March 17th. —(1) A decree regulating 
the order of admission of the graduates 
from the provincial examinations of last 
autumn, to the examination for the tsin-sze 
decree about to be held at Peking. The 
graduates of the category of kii-jén of last 
autumn have been grouped, after the pre- 
liminary test-examination, in the following 
classes, viz., first class, 80; second, 384; 
third, 730. Two inviduals who are placed 
in the fourth class are debarred from the 
privilege of competing at the forthcoming 
examination. 

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes 
advocating the appointment of an official 


named Liu Ch’éng-chung | KK fis as 


Intendant of the Nan-Ju-Kwang circuit in 
that province, nothwithstanding the ex- 
ception which has' been taken by the 
Board to the appointment on the ground 
of some technical irregularity. The 
peculiar fitness of the officer in question 
for this particular appointment is dilated 
upon, and it is observed in connection 
with the requirements of the post that 
in the prefecture of Nan-yang Fu questions ~ 
of an international nature are pending.— 
Referred by previous rescript to the Board 
for consideration. 

March 18th.—Tso Tsung-t’ang, Go- 
vernor-General of Kansuh and Shensi, 
memorializes once more urging the request 
that. ten additional degrees be granted 
in perpetuity to be competed for at the 


triennial examinations in Kansuh, in 
recognition of the public service rendered 
by the notables of the province by contri- 
butions of funds toward the suppression 
of the rebellion. The total amount derived 
from voluntary contributions is upwards 
of ‘l'aels 50,000,000. The original applica- 
tion had been for nineteen additional 
degrees, of which the Board has sanctioned 
only nine. It is now solicited that the 
full number be authorized.—Granted by 
rescript, Feb. 29th. 

March 19th.—(1) A decree bestowing a 
tablet bearing an inscription in the 
imperial hand, upon the mother of Brigadier 
General Liu How-ki, a native of Hunan, 
in reward for the beneficent act of her son 
in establishing a charitable foundation on 
behalf of members of his kindred. 

(2) A decree admitting to the privilege 
of competing at the forthcoming examina- 
tions, the following ki-jén of the various 
Banuer garrisons in the provinces, viz., 
4 of the second class, and 6 of the third 
class, as determined at the recent test- 
examination. 

(3) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor of Kwangsi, 
memorializes reporting his inspection of 
the garrison of the provincial capital, 
Kwei-lin Fu, on the 29th December last. 
The performances of the troops are favour- 
ably commended. 

March 20th.—(1) A decree with refer- 
ence'to the farther batch of kii-jéx graduates 
from Peking and the provinces, who have 
now qualified for entry at the forthcoming 
triennial competition, by passing the pre- 
liminary test-examination. Their numbers 
are as follows :—Of the first-class, 46; of 
the second, 130; and of the third, 295. 
Two individuals, who have been placed in 
the fourth class, are turned back until the 
next triennial examination. 


(2) A Decree: Let Ting Sze-pin a + 
be transferred to fill the post of Taotai 


of the Kien-ch’ang Intendancy, in Sze- 
ch’wan. Let the vacancy thus caused in 
the Intendancy of the Eastern Circuit in 
Yiinnan be filled by the transfer of Hii 
Pei-shen 3f-345 EP to that post. (N.B.— 
Ting Sze-pin was appointed Taotai of the 
Eastern Intendancy in Yiinnan only on 
the 20th November last. He is one of the 
officers on the staff of the Imperial Com- 
missioner Li Hang-chang. For memorial 
recommending Hii P’ei-shén for the Taotai- 
ship, in Szech’wan, see Gazette of Jan. 6th, 
1876.) 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli, Li 
Hung-chang, reports the capture of eleven 
brigands in be rarer | of Hien Hien, 
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which is notorious for the degree to whic: 
it is infested by banditti. Two of tl. 
prisoners died from sickness while i:: 
custody ; but the remaining nine has:, 
been executed by summary process accori- 
ing to regulation. ! 

March 2lst.—(Court Circular.) = Tb.’ 
Prince of Kung returned thanks this day. 
for the gift of copies of the Militar’ 
Record. (he works referred to are th: 
collections of State Papers relating to th: 
Taiping and Nienfei Rebellions, the priut- 
ing of which, with foreign type, has Datel: 
been completed at Peking. The firs. 
named work is .in 420 volumes, the secou: 
in about 300.) 


(1) A Decree: Let Sung Ch’un 


succeed to the vacant post of Intendant ¢: 
the Grain Supply for the provinces ¢ 
Kiangsu and Anhwei. 


(2) Pao-héng, Financial Commission: 
of Fuhkien, and lately acting Governor; 
memorializes reporting that as the newly! 
appointed Governor, ‘Ting Jih-ch‘ang, ha: 
communicated to him a copy of his meme! 
rial from which it appears that some tim:! 
must elapse before he takes office, he hu: 
placed the Governor’s official seal in th:! 
treasury and has resumed his own props: 
functions, the duties appertaining to tk: 
post of Governor continuing to be dis: 
charged, for the time being, by th: 
Governor-General. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih, Military Governor 
General of Shéng-king, memorializes wit! 
reference to the payments due accordin:: 
to regulation for the hire of carts im presaz:: 
on government service. The standin:: 
rule provides for a payment of two tis! 
of official cash (Peking currency ?) per diet! 
for a cart performing the distance of on: 
hundred li, This, in provincial small ca::: 
is equal to twelve tiao. In view of ti! 
irregular distances performed last year };: 
the carts taken up for transport purposes. 
the badness of the roads, the dearness :;; 
forage, and the fact that the period wa: 
just that of the busiest time for fieli- 
work, it is now recommended that a pay: 
ment of sixteen tiao, which is the preva. 
ing rate of hire, may be authorized.  Frozi 
the commencement of this year, the ra:: 
of twelve tiao will be reverted to. 

(4) In a supplementary Memoria: 
Ts’ung-shih observes .that, when = h: 
solicited last year a grant of Taels 100,0: 
for the expenses of the campaign unde: 
taken against the brigands of the easter: 
frontier, he did so in the expectation ¢| 
having possibly to apply fora farther su: 
to meet his requirements. He is nox 
however,,,able..to report that he has 











* balance in hand. The principle laid down 
’ in 1866, when matters relating to this 
“ region were under consideration, was that 
+ expenditure should be provided for out of 
: the income obtained ; and to this principle 
he undertakes to conform in the work of 
organization which remains to be accom- 
plished. There has been collected, under 
- the head of ground-rent and timber-duties, 


"a sum of 1,400,000 and odd strings EB 


_ of ‘small cash,” equal at the current rate 
| Of exchange to Taels 120,000. | This is 
‘lodged in the Treasury, to meet the 
expenses of administration. 

March 22nd—(Court Circular.) The 
, Prince of Tun avd others returned thanks 
E this day for the gift of copies of the 
; Military Record (See Gazette of yester- 
: day.) 

(1) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
, the despatch of the grain-tribute due from 
, that province for Peking for the current 
. year. The entire amount of rice having 
, been collected at Shanghai, 160 junks have 
, been laden, as the first squadron to be des- 
, patched, with the following quantities of 
, grain, viz :— 


oe we ge t--" Ter 


Piculs. 
‘First and second quality rice 307,173 
Waste allowance....... soseseeceee 26,013 


, The junka were despatched on their 
; voyage on the 18th February. In addition 
to the foregoing, 80,000 piculs of rice, 
zwith 6,400 piculs waste allowance, are 
, handed over to C. M. S. N. Company for 
.transport in their vessels to ‘Tientsin. 
‘ The Superintendent of the arsenal steam 
. gunboats, Wu Ta-t’ing, has been desired 
to detail a vessel to convoy the squadron. 
March 23rd —(Court Circular.)— The 
; Prince of Yi and others returned thanks 
' this day for gifts of copies of the Military 
: Record. (See Gazette of yesterday. ). 
y _ CL) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, newly appointed 
. Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kwei- 
‘chow, memorializes returning thanks for 
; his appointment, the decree conferring 
. which, bearing date the 2nd December, 
“1875, reached him on the 9th January, 
|. 1876, communicated in a despatch from 
ythe Board of Civil Office, He conse- 
quently handed over his seal of office as 
' Governor of Kwangsi to his appointed 
,successor on the 13th January. With 
‘reference to his new appointment he 
enlarges, in the proper strain of humility, 
_ on his own unworthiness, especially when 
“weflecting that during upwards of ten 
* years’ service in the capacity of Governor- 
“ General and Governor, he has been unable 
‘to fulfil his duty of atoning for faults in 


“the past by present servic any with 
Croft 
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reference to his dismissal in 1866 from the - 
post of Governor-General of Chihli.) Being 
now once more charged with the higher 
office;it behoves him to reflect upon the 
important interests committed to his care, 
in provinces only now beginning to recover 
from the effects of rebellion, and in which, 
moreover, on the Yiinnan frontier, there 
is at present a question pending which 
aifects foreign relations. As his native 
place is on the border of Hunan and 
Kwangsi, through which it is necessary 
for him to pass on the way either to his 
new post or to Peking, he submits a 
request for leave to take one month’s 
congé for the purpose of visiting his home 
and the tombs of his ancestors by the way. 
He proposes setting out on his journey on 
the 18th January.—Rescript :—We have 
already issued commands enjoining upon 
Liu Ch’ang-yeo that he need not come to 
Peking. We sanction his taking a congé 
of one month, for the purpose of revisiting 
his home and the tombs of his ancestors. 
At the expiry of his congé let him proceed 
without delay to his post, 

March 24th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from Yen Shu-shén, Governor 
of Kwangsi, who has reported the prompt 
suppression of an insurgent rising 
attempted by the heads of the Ts’én clan 
of aborigines (probably in connection 
with the recent abolition of their feudal 
privileges—see Gazette of 2nd instant.) It 
is stated that ‘I's’én J un-ta'ing 2S }p4 ip 
chow-p’an or assistant magistrate of the 
department of Yang-wan Chow, organized 
on the tribal footing, had instigated a 
revolt, and had induced Ts’én Yao-ts’ing 
and others of the aboriginal clan (of Miao- 
tsze descent), in T’ien Chow, to league 
themselves with him and to raise a local 
rebellion. They took possession of sundry 
villages and market-towns ; but on Briga- 
dier-General Ta San being despatched at 
the head of a force to suppress the rising, 
the leaders, Ts’én Jun-ts’ing and others, 
were at once captured, and executed after 
due examination. Honours are hereupon 
awarded to the officials who have distin- 
guished themselves in this affair. Acting 
Brigadier-General ‘Ta San is promoted from 
the rank of fu-tsiang (Colonel) to that of 
Tsung-ping (Brigadier-General), and is 
placed on the roster for appointment to 
substantive office. He is also awarded 
the brevet rank of ti-tuh (General.) A 
number of other promotions are likewise 
awarded, 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes with reference to 
the successful completion, of the great 
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fortifications of Sin Ch’éng (New City), on 
the river Peiho, between Taku and Tien- 
tsin, which have been executed by the 
troops constituting the corps designated by 


the characters Shéng BX, Jén A=, etc., 
under the command of Brevet-General 


Chow Shéng-chwan JA BX 4%. The 


present memorial is laid before the Throne 
in pursuance of the Imperial commands 
issued in reply to a memorial presented on 
the 14th January last, soliciting honours 
and rewards on behalf of the officials who 
have carried this undertaking into effect. 
Sanction having been given to the proposals 
laid before the Throne, General Chow has 
been called upon for a report, which is to 
the effect that the soldiery of upwards of 
twenty ying (battalions) of horse and foot, 
to the number of ten thousand men and 
upwards, have laboured for close upon 
three years at this work, and that the 
labours they have endured are not easily 
to be distinguished from actual service on 
the battle field. The entire work has been 
achieved, moreover, at the expense of the 
troops themselves, as well as by their own 
hands. They have consented to submit to 
reductions in their pay, amounting to a 
total sum of upwards of Taels 500,000, for 
the purchase of the materials requisite, in 
the shape of timber, stone, brick, and 
lime ; and thus, without a single disburse- 
ment from the Imperial treasury, or calling 
upon the people to supply a single labourer, 
this fortress, of extraordinary size and 
strength, has been successfully completed, 
Lists of the officers of all grades on whose 
behalf rewards are solicited, are appended. 

March 25th.—(1) Liu Kw’6én-yih, newly 
appointed Governor-General of the two 
Kwang, reports his having arrived at Can- 
ton and taken overe the seals of office on 
the 15th January. He is oppressed with 
a sense of his own incapacity to discharge 
as he should do the important duties of 
his post, including not only the control of 
the civil and military administration and 
the management of the revenue, but also 
questions connected with foreign affairs, 
calling for treatment in accord with the 
policy of the State. All that he can do 
is to devote his undivided energies to the 
fulfilment of the task before him, taking 
counsel in all things with the two Go- 
vernors, his colleagues, (in Kwangtung 
and Kwangsi), with a view to satisfactory 
results, to the end that tranquillity may 
prevail in the territory he is to administer, 
and Chinese and foreigners be at peace 
together, thus contributing in some slight 


degree to requiting ihe bret, wide and 


desp, with which the immense goodness of 
the soverign has overwhelmed him. 

(2) In a supplementary memorial Liu 
Kw’én-yih submits for sanction the names 
of eight military officers of the province of 
Kiangsi, where they have served under his 
own orders for many years, whom he pro- 
poses to transfer to Kwangtung for em- 
ployment, the condition of the military 
forces there being such, he has learnt, as 
to enquire a certain degree of active re- 
form. He has commissioned two of the 
officers in question to bring with them a 
picked force of fifty men each, from the 
bodies of irregular troops they have been 
commanding. 

(3) Féng Shén, Military Governor of 
the province of Heh-lung-kiang (the Amur) 
memorializes as follows with reference to 
the courier-posts of his administration. 
It has hitherto been customary, in respect 
of the despatch of memorials to Peking, 
to send all reports of military movements 
by the government post starting from the 
Mow Hing atation, 400 li to the south 
of the provincial capital (Tsitsihar), and 
thence continued through the provinces 
of Kirin and Shéng-king to the Shan- 
Hai-kwan. The entire distance to Pe- 
king, by this route, is 3,600 i, and 
the journey to the capital and back ia per- 
formed in only 20 days or thereabouts. 
Reports relating to current matters of 
administration, on the other hand, are 
sent by special military couriers, mounted 
on cavalry horses, who start from the 
Mongol post-station 120 li west of Tait- 
sihar, and thence, passing over the steppe, 
proceed into Chihli by way of the Hi-féng 
pass. The distance by this route is close 
upon 3,000 li, and the journey both ways 
takes 35 or 36 days. Although it has been 
customary for the special couriers thus em- 
ployed to make use of the Mongol station- 
servants by way of guides, they have, at 
the same time been obliged to provide all 
their own travelling expenses, including 
forage, amounting to a sum of about 
100 Taels per journey, more especially of 
late years, when, owing to the falling of 
in the condition of the cavalry mounts, 
they have been obliged to hire horses from 
stage to stage. A practice consequently 
came into use of advancing the amount 
of travelling expenses to the couriers, 
for which purpose a sum of Tis. 13,000 
was set aside in the treasury, the ad- 
vances :being recoverable by stoppages of 
pay; but although these stoppages were 
feasible so long as pay was issued in full, 
it has been impossible to recover the ad- 
vances made since the pay itself has been 
so largelyo.cut) down as has been the case 
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for the last 20 years and upwards. The 
fund in the treasury was consequently 
exhausted more than ten years ago. 
Something was done to meet the exigency 
of the case by reducing the number of 
couriers to one or two per month; but 
correspondence within the last year has 
been more frequently called for, and the 
cost of transmission does not fall short of 
Tis. 4,000 to 5,000 per annum. In order 
to obviate the necessity of advances to the 
couriers, with the consequence of oppres- 
sive calls for refund, it is proposed that 
the system of special couriers be suspended 
for the present, and that all correspond- 
ence be sent by the southern post-stages. 
The regular system shall be reverted to 
when the pay of the troops is once more 
issued in full, and the steppe can be 
traversed without obstruction.—Rescript ; 
Let it be as is requested. 

March 26th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial by Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of 
Fuhkien, who has requested that the 
Taotai of the Yen Kien-shao Intendancy 
be ordered to return without delay to 
Fuhkien. The Taotai in question, named 


Wén-ki » who came to Peking for 


audience last Autumn on the expiry of his 
term of office, has not yet returned to the 
province. The Board of Civil Office is 
directed to call upon him to return with 
all promptitude to Fuhkien, after being 
admitted to audience. 

(2) The Governor of Kwangtung reports 
the number of aged candidates at the last 
year’s examination, on whose behalf 
honorary degrees are solicited, to be the 
following :—Above the age of ninety, 12 ; 
above the age of eighty, 41. The usual 
certificates are appended. 

March 27th.—(1) ‘A degree ordering a 
renewed series of sacrifices in propitiation 
for rain, owing to the long protracted 
deought. His Majesty will himself proceed 
on the 29th inst. to offer incense at the 
Ta Kao Tien. The Prince of Kung will 
officiate at the Shih Ying Kung, &c., &., 


(2) A decree. P’u Hii jh He (the 


Prince of Ting 4E BBE) memorializes 
representing that his complaint continues 
unabated, ahd requesting permission to 
resign his official income. It is decreed, 
as an act of special grace, that the Prince 
be allowed to retire in the enjoyment of 
his full income. 

(N.B.—The Prince of Ting, who thus 
retires from the performance of State 
duties, is a descendant in the fifth degree 
of the Emperor K’ien Lung, and succeeded 
to his present title in ted 
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(3) A decree in answer toa memorial 
from Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- 


_kien, who has solicited that an official on 


the list of Taotais be stripped of his rank 
and brought to trial for winking at mal- 
practices on the part of his underlings, 


It appears that Ow T’ien-min [i FE, 


an officer of the rank of Taotai, whilst 
provisionally filling some time ago the 
post of Grain Comptroller, allowed his 
clerks to issue asum of Taels 3,500 and 
odd, on account of rice-allowance to the 
troops, which ought properly to been been 
held subject to stoppage. This was aclear 
case of imposition, The delinquent is 
provisionally stripped of his rank and 
handed over to Ting Jih-ch’ang for a 
searching enquiry. Due punishment is to 
be awarded for any offence that may be 
brought home. (N.B.—The official in 
question has been for many years at the 
head of the Foochow likin office.) 

March 28th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 


March 29th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the Prince of Kung and 
his colleagues of the Grand Council, asking 
for rewards on behalf of the officials upon 
whom the task has devolved of revising 
the compilation of the Military Records of 
the Taiping and Nien-fei Rebellions, lately 
ae A long list of promotions and 

revets ensues. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
sorrow and anxiety in consequence of the 
long-continued drought, notwithstanding. 
repeated supplications. It is most needful, 
therefore, that thought be taken toward 
the correction of faults, as a means of 
inviting the harmony and sweetness of 
Nature to approach. Bearing in mind to 
how great an extent the lives of the people 
are concerned in the administration of the 
penal laws, commands have repeatedly 
been given to cause justice to be dispensed 
without delay; but, as it is to be feared 
that with the lapse of time it may have 
come to pass that cases have been allowed 
to fall into arrear, and suffering to be thus 
entailed, We now enjoin upon the depart- 
ments charged with the administration of 
the penal laws, that they do use active 
endeavours to dispose of all pending cases, 
and allow no arrears to accumulate, or 
prisoners to be detained longer than they 
should be. All other departments are 
furthermore commanded to execute their 
business promptly, and to forbid every- 
thing in the shape of illegal exactions and 
delays, 

(3) Abstracts of memorials. Li Han- 
chang reports that,he.has,caused a Stamp 


to be engraved on wood for temporary use. 
(This is in consequence of his appointment 
as Governor-General of Szech’wan, whilst 
discharging the duty of High Commissioner 
in Yiinnan.) ‘ 

March 30th, (Court Circular) Ki-ho and 
Ulahits’ungah paid respects on their 
return from their mission of investiture 
to Corea. (See Gazettes of Nov. 21 and 
Dec. 9, 1875. 


(1 and 2) Decrees in answer to Memorials 
from the Censor Wu Hung-én, who has 
solicited special concessions in favour of 
he candidates who have assembled for the 
impending Examinations. His entreaty 
that the candidates who have been turned 
back after failing to pass the test-examina- 
tions be nevertheless allowed to enter the 
present competition, on the ground that the 
proceedings taken in their case have been 
irregular, is referred to the Koard of 
Ceremonies for consideration. His second 
prayer, that the candidates who have ar- 
rived in Peking too late for the test- 
examinations may nevertheless be allowed 
to enter, on condition of passing the test- 
examinations sulsequently, as was done on 
the last occasion, is rejected. 

(3) The Court of Censorate forwards a 
renewed appeal lodged by a representative 
of Lin Tai-she, a lady of official position 
in Fuhkien, once more entreating justice 
for the murder of her son by certain 
high officials in Formosa, She represents 
that her eldest son, Lin Wéu-ch’a, was 
formerly Acting Commander-in-chief of 
the provincial forces of Fuhkien, and fell 
in action against the rebels at Chang-chow. 
Imperial distinctions were posthumously 
awarded to him. Her second son, Lin 
Wén-ming, had been promoted for his 
military services to the rank of Colonel, 
when a false charge was trumped up 
against him, in order to get possession of 
his property, by a ‘kinsman, named Lin 
Ying-she, who was himself a rebel. An 
expectant Prefect named Ling Ting Kwoh 
endeavoured, on the strength of an official 
appointment which he held, to extort 
$8,000 from appellant’s son, and on 
failing to obtain this sum, he stirred 
up the Taotai and Brigadier-General of 
Formosa to further his plans. In March, 
1869, he went to see appellant’s son, 
armed with a proclamation dated the 15th 
February, issued by the Taotai Li Chao- 


T’ang BIKE, in which the words 


were used: ‘Li Wéng-ming [is'to be] 

executed as a felon, but those who were 

compelled to act under him shall be 

spared.” Li Wén-ming seized possession of 

the document ; whereupon ma Ting-kwoh, 
e 


Goog 


26 


apprehensive of the consequences, com- 
bined with Wang Wén-kai, Magistrate 
of the Chang-hwa district, to murder him, 
and this was done in the Magistrate’s 
court.. They then induced the Taotai 
and Brigadier to issue a farther pro- 
clamation, charging him with treason- 
able designs. -Appellant has made 
repeated attempts to obtaih justice for the 
murder of her son, but has been kept 
waiting for upwards of six years for such 
action on the part of the provincial govern- 
ment as shall unmask the schemes of the 
guilty confederates. The Governor-General 
at Foochow has twice rejected as unsatis- 
factory the explanations returned by the 
incriminated ofticials ; but, with the assist- 
ance of the Prefect of ‘'ai-wan Fu, Chow 
Mow-k‘i, they have been enabled to forge 
evidence and falsify dates in order to 
defeat her attempts. Notwithstanding her 
advanced years,—she is upwards of eizhty 
—she has braved the perils of a voyage 
across the seas in order to represent her 
case at Foochow, and she vows that 
nothing but death shall cause her to 
desist from her demand for justice,—-Re- 
ferred in the usual manner to the provin- 
cial authorities. (N. B.—Li Chao-t’ang, 
the Taotai under whose eyes the transaction 
above complained of was perpetrated, is at 
present Customs’ Taotai at Tientsin. ) 

March 3lst.—(1) A decree appointing 
Tung Siin (President of the Board of 
Revenue, etc.) as Chief Examiner, and 
Sang Ch’un-yung (President of the Board 
of Punishmente), Ts’ung-k’i (a Vice-Pre- 
sident, father of the late Empress), and 
Hwang Cho (a Vice-President) Assistant 
Examiners for the special Examinations, 
granted in honour of his Majesty’s acces- 
sion, which are about to commence. 

Other decrees follow, naming a list of 
deputy examiners, etc. 

(2) A decree issued on presentation 
being made by the Board of War. Let 


Chang Yin-ts’ing ie ws ep son of the 


deceased General, Chang Kwoh-liang, re- 
ceive the appointment of junior secretary 
to a Board—yzian wai lang. (N.B.—Chang 
Kwoh-liang, a Cantonese by birth, was the 
General in command of the Chinese troops 
who were overwhelmed by the Taiping 
rebels near Tan-yang in 1860, before the 
fall of Soochow. Chang Kwoh-liang was 
drowned in the ensuing flight; and his 
son, aged only four or five at the time, 
was invested with honorary rank at the 
time in recognition of his father’s faithful 
services.) 

(3) A decree expressing the Imperial 
sorrow on the death of Tsai Ts’ung, a 


i 


distant kinsman of the Imperial family, 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

‘ (4) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Censor Yii Shang-hwa, who has 
requested that officials who have been 
cashiered, under sentence of ‘‘ perpetual 


exclusion from re-employment ” Ik x 


r 3 Ai be expressly forbidden from 
coming forward as volunteers for service 
with the army. He represents that of 
late a practice has grown up of seeking to 
obtain the withdrawal of such sentences, 
in reward for services rendered as volun- 
teers on military duty. This is hence- 
forward to be altogether prohibited. The 
Provincial Governments and Military 
Commanders throughout the Empire are 
required to abstain in future from send- 
ing forward recommendations of this im- 
proper kind. 

April lst.—(1) A decree. Let En-ling 
be transferred to fill the post of Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments. 
Let Ulshits’ungah succeed to the post of 
Vice-Président of the Board of War. 


(2) Let Wu Tsan-ch’éng ue fa ah 
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu, vacate his 
office, and be placed on the list of expect- 
ants of a sub-directorship of a Government 
department with the button of the third 
rank, taking up the post of Director-in- 
Chief of the Naval department in Fuhkien 
(the Foochow Arsenal. ) 

(3) Let Ki-ho become Captain General 
of the Bordered Blue Banner, (N.B.—Ki- 
ho and Ulahits’ungah, whose appointment 
to a Board is gazetted this day, are the 
envoys who have just returned from a 
mission of investiture in Corea.) 

(4) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Minister Superin- 
tent of the Foochow Arsenal, newly- 
appointed Governor of Fuhkien, memoria- 
lizes reporting the loss of a Taotai and his 
son by shipwreck, under the following 
circumstances:—The deceased ofticer, a na- 
tive of Kia-ying Chow, in Kwangtung, 
named Li Kwang-hi, whilst employed last 
year on official duty at Yang-chow, was 
placed in mourning retirement by the 
death of his mother, and proceeded, con- 
sequently, to make arrangements for re- 
turning to his native place in charge of 
the remains. Having heard of the many 
recent accidents to steamers, he intended 
travelling by the inland route, but, happen- 
ing to meet the Governor during his stay at 
Shanghai last autumn, he was persuaded 
by him to travel by steamer instead, for 
the purpose of fulfilling an official mission 
at Hongkong, where purchasos of teak 
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for the Arsenal were to be made. A ne- 
phew of the Taotai has now reported to 
the Governor that the steamer by which 
Li Kwang-hi took passage, having struck 
upon a rock near Namoa Island on the 
9th November last, went down almost 
instantaneously. The ship’s company at 
once took to the boats, and a sailor, who 
wae acquainted with Li Kwang-hi, endea- 
voured to rescue him, but he, refusing to 
be saved without his mother’s coffin, 
which he firmly embraced, would not avail 
himeelf of the offer of assistance. His 
gon, an expectant deputy-superintendent 
in the salt department, who had been 
dragged into a boat, on seeing his father 
disappear beneath the waves whilst cling- 
ing to the coffin, jumped overboard and 
was likewise drowned. Fourteen other 
members of the family, or friends and 
servants of the deceased, lost their 
lives at the same time. The individual 
making the report was commanded by 
his uncle to live and be the bearer of the 
news, declaring that he, Li Kwang-hi, 
could not face the world if he survived 
after losing his mother’s remains. He, 
the messenger, accordingly proceeded in 
a boat to Swatow, where he employed 
fishermen to dive for the coffin, which 
they recovered, but the bodies of those 
who were drowned have not been rescued 
from the deep. Ting Jih-ch’ang dwells in 
terms of high praise on the past services 
and late devotion of the deceased, and 
solicits sanction to the erection of a 
memorial in his honour.—Granted by 
rescript. 

April 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Let Chang 
Yiin-k’ing succeed to the post of Governor 
of Shun-tien Fu. 

(2) A decree sanctioning the appoint- 
ment of Mi-féng Tsewang Pien-kio-’rh, a 
counsellor of the fifth rank, as taipéng in 
Ulterior Tibet, on the recommendation of 
Sung Kwei, the Resident at Lassa. 

(3) The Board of Ceremonies memo- 
rialize upon a report received from the 
Governor of Hunan, with reference to a 
charitable foundation established by a 
Brigadier-General named Liu How-ki, a 
native of the province, now holding office 
in Shensi. This ofticer has represented 
that in 1871, at the instance of his 
mother, he set aside certain land-rents, 
amounting to 80 piculs of grain per 
annum, beside a sun of Tis. 1,000 in 
money, to provide a fund on behalf of the 
expenses incurred by the candidates of his 
native district at the provincial examina- 
tions ; and he has now additionally appro- 
priated the sum of Tls. 10,000, in obedience 
to reiterated commands on his mother’s 


part, to form a charitable trust for the bene- 
fit of the poor and deserving members of 
his kindred. He has sent an agent to his 
native place to take steps, in conjunction 
with the elders of his clan, for the purchase 
of land and the construction of a granary. 
The rules he proposes to introduce for the 
management of the trust are submitted 
with the request that they may be placed 
on record. A tablet in the Imperial auto- 
graph is besought on behalf of the mother 
of the officer in question.—Granted by 
previous rescript. 

(4) The Tartar General of Chehkiang 
memorializes reporting the completion of 
the forts and soldiers’ quarters erected for 
the defence of Cha-p’u. 

April 3rd.—{1) A decree conferring the 
following appointments :—Ying-kai to be- 
come an expectant Judicial Commissioner ; 
Yang Néng-ko to receive employment as a 
Taotai ; Wén-shéh to become expectant of 
office in a metropolitan sub-directorship 
of the fifth class, 

(2) Li Han-chang, High Commissioner 
for an enquiry in Yiinnan, memorializes 
as follows :—OUn being commanded to pro- 
ceed on a mission to Yiinnan, I had a 
temporary seal of office engraved on wood, 
as was reported to the Throne at the time. 
The wording of this seal set forth my title 
as Governor-General of Hu-kwang ; but 
as I have now been transferred to the 
Governor-Generalship of Sze-ch’wan, it is 
proper that this seal be destroyed. I 
have accordingly, with due deference, 
caused a second wooden seal to be 
engraved, with the following inscription :— 
**The Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan, 
invested with the button of the first 
rank, Imperial Commissioner for an en- 
quiry into affairs in Yiinnan.” This 
course is requisite in order to reconcile the 
title in use with actual fact, and to enable 
documents to be properly stamped and 
sealed.—Rescript : It is noted. 


April 4th.—(1) A Decree. Let Yang 
Hung-ki succeed to the vacancy in the 
post of Vice-Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu. 

(2) The themes given out for prose and 
poetical compositions at the first stage of 
the pending examinations are published. 

(3) Li Hung-chang, Minister Superin- 
tendent of the Northern Ports, and Ting 
Pao-chéng, Governor of Shantung, jointly 
memorialize reporting the expenditure in- 
curred for repairs to the barracks of the 
drilled force and the Customs’ Jetty at 
Chefoo, in consequence of the damage 
done by the storm of August 18th to 20th, 
1875. The drilled force at Chefoo, it is 
represented, was organized in 1808, when 
a draft from the infantry and artillery 
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corps at Tientsin avas sent down to that 
port, and employed in the instruction of 
officers and men detailed for the purpose 
from the division of Téng-chow Fu. The 
Customs’ Jetty was built in 1871 for the 
convenience of the public in landing and 
shipping merchandize under Customs’ 
supervision. Much damage having been 
done by the storm of last year, repairs 
have been executed, costing Tls. 235 for 
the jetty and Tis. 1,346 for the barracks, 
sanction to the expenditure of which from 
the Customs’ revenue is solicited and 
granted. 

April 5th.—(1) A decree, commanding 
renewed prayers for rain, in consequence 
of the protracted drought. ll the official 
shrines, both far and near, are to be 
resorted to; and his Majesty will himself 
proceed, on the 8th inst., to the ‘l'a Kao 
Tien, for fhe purpose of offering incense, 


(2) Adecree. Let Wang Kia-pih E 


RR BE be transferred to fill the post of 


Vice-Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu; and let 
Yang Hung-ki take his place as Sub- 
Director of the Court of Judicature. (See 
yesterday’s Guzette. 

(3) The Court of Censorate memorializes, 
forwarding the appeal of Chow Sieh-she, 
a woman of Sze-ch’wan, who complains 
against her husband for repudiating her 
as his wife, and against the wife he has 
taken in second marriage for causing the 
death of her son, with a view to gaining 
possession of her property.—Referred in 
the usual manner. 

April 6th.—(1) A decree, granting an ex- 
tension of two months to the time during 
which the charitable asylums at Peking 
are to be kept open, with an allowance of 
200 piculs of grain and Tls. 400 in silver 
for their maintenance. 

(2) The Governor of Kweichow, Li Pei- 
king, memorializes with reference to the 
hardships endured by persons undergoing 
detention as witnesses connected with cri- 
minal trials. He refers to the memorial 
presented in April last by the Censor Wang 
Chao-lan, on the excessive mortality occur- 
ring in the prison of the Board of Punish- 
ments at Peking, with the decree issued 
thereupon ; and proceeds to say that both 
himself, when heretofore filling the post of 
Financial Commissioner of the Province, 
and the Judicial Commissioner, Lin Chao- 
yiian, had paid attention to the due admi- 
nistration of the criminal laws, in addition 
to the care it had been incumbent upon 
them to take for the conduct of military 
affairs and the organization of civil govern- 
ment, He recalls the fact that, thirty or 
forty years ago, an essay was written by an 
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official named T’ang Yung-chung on the 
principal cruelties entailed upon persons 
undergoing temporary detention, an 


'. abstract of which, eloquently exposing the 
’ hardships to which this class of prisoners 


is exposed, he proceeds to give. Under 
the head of ‘ parties to a case,” he 
observes, may be classed individuals who 
are involved in a pending trial, possibly 
through calumnious accusation, or else as 
relatives of a murdered person, or merely 
as witnesses, Although innocent of all 
crime, they are exposed, even in their 
native district, to the rough summoning of 
yamén police, and to oppression on the part 


; Of the local headboroughs, so that absolute, 


ruin of their worldly, circumstances is 
scarcely to be avoided. Once sent up for 
trial to the provincial capital, a distance, 
it may be, of several hundreds of miles, 
which involves not only loss of time but 
also the abandonment of their means of 
livelihood, they arrive at their destination 
mere skin and bone, and are lodged in the 
common prison, without being dis- 
tinguished in any wise from the convicted 
criminals confined there. Deprived of all 
means of providing for their own wants, 
and removed from the possibility of assist- 
ance on the part of their friends, all that 
they have to subsist upon is the allowance 
of some tens of cash per diem, furnished by 


:' subscription on the part of the authorities. 


Even this pittance is liable to be abated 
through the avarice and exactions of their 
jailers and the petty official who superin- 
tends the prison. In hot weather, pesti- 
lences are engendered amongst them 
through overcrowding and filth; in 
winter, their sufferings are aggravated by 
cold and hunger combined. Continued 
mortality is the inevitable result, and 
wrongs are consequently left without 
redress, The author of the pamphlet 
quoted from, makes the following state- 
ment:—In two districts of Chehkiang, 
which he had personally visited, the 
deaths of prisoners, over and above those 
who were in confinement for actual crime, 
amounted to 300 or 400 per annum. In 
the Hwai-ning district in Anhwei, he 
never entered the Magistrate’s yamén 
without seeing 2 or 3 corpses laid out for 
the official inquest ; and he is of opinion 
that the mortality there was not less than 
in Chehkiang. At Pao-ting, in Chihli, he 
found the prison even more crowded 
than elsewhere, and the deaths amount- 
ing to 500 or 600 per annum... The 
state of affairs elsewhere may be judged 
from these examples ; and he asserts that 
ten thousand lives per annum, sacrificed 
in this manner, would 5 ees anaslequate 
O 8 e 


estimate for the whole Empire. The 
memorialist adopts as beyond dispute this 
picture of the prison system of China, 
remarking, however, that. the author of 
the exposé had proposed no remedy for 
the evils he denounced. He himself, with 
the assistance of his chief official subor- 
dinates, has now endeavoured to provide 
a practical means of relief, by establishing 
at Kwei-yang Fu a separate House of 
Detention for persons brought up in con- 
nection with pending trials. The poverty 
of the Provincial Exchequer forbids the 
appropriation of Government funds to this 
purpose ; but by a subscription, headed by 
himself and joined in by all the heads of 
department and local authorities, a sum 
of Taels 5,000 has been collected, which 
has been placed out at interest to meet 
the cost of the intended amelioration. 
Rations are to be provided for the persons 
undergoing detention, a staff of servants 
and cooks employed, and paid official 
inspectors to be provided. The rules 
drawn up for the management of this un- 
dertaking are submitted for approval, and 
it is besought that a decree may be issued, 
enjoining steps of a similar nature on all 
the Provincial Governments.—Rescript : 
Let the Board concerned consider and 
report hereupon. 

April 7th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Wén-siang is granted an exten- 
sion of his congé for one month, 

(1) The themes for the second period 
of the pending examinations are published. 

(2) A decree, referring to a report here- 
tofore received from the Board of Punish- 
ments, based upon a memorial presented 
by Liu Kw’én-yih, acting Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, with reference to the 
charge of instigation of murder brought 
against the cashiered Brigadier-General 
Chan K’i-lun, After a trial, held under 
the direction of the Governor-General Shén 
Pao-chéng, sentences upon the culprits 
arraigned in this case have been submitted 
for approval. It is established that Hu 
She-li, the murdered man, who had made 
repeated demands upon Chan K’i-lun for 
monies owing, and whose wife had on a 
certain occasion virulently abused a con- 
cubine of Chan Ki-lun’s, had been put to 
death at the latter’s instigation. The 
accused is therefore sentenced to death by 
strangulation in the ordinary process of 
law. ‘The ex-Brigadier-General Ch’én 
Kwoh-jui, who, although at the time under 
sentence of rigid surveillance, neverthe- 
less took it upon himself to leave his place 
of abode, and to interfere with the inquest 
held on the remains of Hu She-li, the ex- 
Brigadier-General,Liu, Fuh-hing, and the 


ex-Colonel Siao Ch’éng, are adjudged as 
equally guilty of misdemeanour. The 
sentence pronounced upon them is amended 
from the terms proposed, and they are 
condemned to transportation to the Amur 
province, there to be kept under rigid 
surveillance by the authorities. 

April 8th.—No documents of importance. 

April 9th.—(1) A decree, expressing the 
Imperial regrets on receipt of intelligence 
of the decease of Yen Shu-shén, Governor 
of Kwanggsi. 

(2) A Decree. Let T’u Taung-ying 


$52 SR YA succeed to the vacant post of 
Governor of Kwangsi, and proceed without 
delay to take up his appointment. He 
need not come to Peking for audience. 
(N.B.—'I’u Tsung-ying, some years ago 
Taotai at Shanghai, was appointed last 
year to the post of Financial Commissioner 
of Hunan.) 

(8) A Decree. Let King Lien & A 


President of the Censorate, be admitted 
as a probationer to the Grand Council. 

(4) A decree, ordaining the customary 
distribution of honours and largesse on 
the occasion of the 40th birthday of the 
Senior Empress Dowager (Ts’ze An), which 
falls on the 30th August next, 

(5) A decree, with reference to the fore- 
going, ordaining that the Palace assize for 
capital cases shall be held as usual in the 
autumn of this year, but that execution 
shall be stayed in those cases in which 
sentence is pronounced. 


April 10th.—({1) A Decree. Let Ts’ung- 
fuh succeed to the post of Financial 
Commissioner of Hunan. Let Fu K’ing-i 
succeed.to the post of Judicial Commissioner 
of the same province. 

(2) A decree, in answer to a Memorial by 
the Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh, who has re- 
presented that the prevailing drought may 
be accounted for by the laxity and un- 
principled conduct which have flourished 
. of late in official life, for which reason he 
entreats that all the departments of 
government be called upon to reform their 
ways and also that an edict be promulga- 
ted calling for advice and exhortation. 
Upon this the official body throughout the 
empire is admonished to put forth the 
most loyal and devoted efforts, to abandon 
intrigue and selfish manoeuvres, and to 
adhere to a rule of strict justice in all 
transactions, whether of reward or punish- 
ment. 

(8) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, reports the execution by ling- 
ch’e (slicing to death) of a criminal who 
has been found guilty of murdering three 
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persons, members of one family, in conse- 
quence of a dispute about a piece of 
property. 

April 11th.—(Oourt Circular.) The 
Minister Ch’unghow took leave on his 
departure for the Eastern Mausolea, to be 
present at the commencement of the build- 
ing works. The Liu Hh-fu (King-show, 
consort of the sixth princess of the 
Emperor Tao Kwang’s family) and his 
colleagues, took leave on their departure 
to enter on their turn of duty at the 
Eastern Mansolea. 

(1—4) Decrees, distributing among 
various high officers the temporary charge 


‘of the appointments held by King-show. 


Peh-yen-na-mo-hu (the Prince of Peh, son 
of Sangkolinsin) assumes the command of 
the Imperial equipage department. 

April 12th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

April 13th—(1) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Com- 
missioner for the Navy (Foochow Arsenal), 
memorializes reporting his assumption of 
office on the 3rd March, as Governor of 
Fuhkien, in obedience to the Decree which 
forbad him to decline acceptance of the 
post. The enfeebled state of his health 
is his only reason for having hesitated to 
do this ; and he will devote every fraction 
of his energies to the task now graciously 
imposed upon him. ‘The state of the 
civil service in Fuhkien has long been 
most corrupt, and the dangers of the 
situation are enhanced by the exhausted 
state of the finances. He is fully aware 
of the calumnious charges to be heaped 
up, and the animosities that are certain to 
be aroused, by attempts at reform; but it 
will be his duty to aim at achieving 
genuine results, regardless of personal 
ease, or of enmities to beincurred. Acting 
in accord with the Manchu Commander-in- 
Chief‘'and the Governor-General, he will 
use his utmost efforts in the cause, trusting 
to repay, in some slight measure, the 
favours with which he has been loaded, if 
only he can effect a reform of one tenth 
part of the prevailing viciousness. 

(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang memorializes expos- 
ing the reprehensible conduct, of the 
Taotai Ow T’ien-min, in allowing certain 
malpractices to take place on: the part of 
his subordinates in respect of the issue of 
arrears of pay to some of the troops. The 
soldiery are in possession of commutation 
warrants for the arrears of their rice 
allowance, dating from 1866 and 1867, 
when reductions were made in the force, 
combined with increase in the rates of pay. 
All payments on this account have long 
been stopped, except in a few cases when 


= SB. 


officers, with the connivance of the pay- 
clerks, have managed to obtain certain 
issues, and even in such instances no more 
than 4 per cent. has been paid on the 
amount set forth in the Treasury warrants. 
It has now been discovered that payment 
in full was made last year on certain 
warrants bearing date 1864 and 1865, 
during the acting incumbency of the 
Taotai above-named. A total sum of 
Taels 3,612 has thus been disbursed ; 
and claims are made for similar pay- 
ments by large numbers of other holders. 
The inculpated official has borne a good 
character during the 20 years and upwards 
he has passed in Fuhkien, but his neglect 
of duty on this occasion is not to be 
passed over. It is requested that he may 
be provisionally stripped of his rank, and 
held subject to an enquiry into his con- 
duct.—Granted by rescript previously 
published. ; . : 
(3) In a postscript Memorial, Ting Jih- 
ch’ang reports the establishment of an 
office in his own yamén for the supervision 
of the judicial business of the various dis- 
tricts, in order to enforce the clearing off 
of arrears. In the present corrupt con- 
dition of the civil service, he represents, 
the prisons are crowded, subordinate 
officials assume to themselves illegal 
powers, the clerks and underlings make 
gain their sole object, the official body 
looks upon the people as its allotted 
victims, and the people regard their 
governors as foes and robbers. Maloefactors, 
who seek to escape the exactions of the 
authorities, are in the habit of taking 
refuge among alien sects (quere, in the 


profession of Christianity, 4 Ni), 


whereupon the authorities, callous at the 


spectacle, look impotently on, and 
heterodoxy, in consequence, flourishes 
daily more and more. The great desidera- 


tum to be supplied is an energetic dispen- 
sation of justice, in order that the people 
may be shielded from the oppression of 
official underlings, and be led to attend to 
their avocations in peace. 


April 14th.—(Court Circular.) Wu 
Tsan-ch’éng, the uewly appointed Commis- 
sioner for the Foochow Arsenal, had 
audience on his departure for his post. 

(Abstracts of Memorials.) On report 
by the Governor of Shansi that the 
Director of Instruction of the District 
of P’u Hien has ‘‘ defiled the Temple of 


; Confucius and brought accusations ayainst 


his superior authority,” the delinquent is 
atripped of hisrank by rescript. 

The Court of Censorate memorialize 
forwarding an appeal on tho part of Chow 
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Wang-she, a widow of the Hal-fang district 
in Shantung, complaining of the murder of 
her son by certain neighbours, owing to a 
dispute about some grass that was being 
mown. The local and provincial authori- 
ties have denied redress.—Referred in the 
usual manner, , 

April 15th.—(Court Circular.) An addi- 
tional congé for ten days is granted 
to Kwoh Sung-tao—the senior envoy 
designate to Great Britain. 

A Decree enjoining renewed prayers for 
rain. Solemn services are again to be held 
at all the State Temples in deprecation of 
the prevailing drought. His Majesty will 
himself proceed on the 18th iustant, to 
offer incense at the Ta Kao Tien, 

April 16th.—{1) A Decree. Li Ho-nien 
has memorialized Us, beseeching leave to 
visit Peking for audience. We command 
him to come to Peking for audience. 
Let Wén-yih (the Manchu Commander-in- 
chief at Foochow) take charge as acting 
coe ae of Fuhkien and Cheh- 

ang. 5 

(2) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding an appeal presented by a 
graduate of the province of Szechwan, 
complaining against the oppressive conduct 
of a district Magistrate in connection with 
certain outstanding accounts.— Referred 
in the usual manner. 

April 17th.—{1) The Prince of Kung, 
and his colleagues of the Grand Council, 
memorialize recommending for honours 
and rewards the officials who have been 
engaged in the task of reading the proofs 
and otherwise revising the two official His- 
tories lately published, of the Taiping and 
Nien-fei Rebellions, forming a total in all 
of 743 volumes. The officials in question 
have attended daily in turn at the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs (where the printing 
work has been performed) for the dia- 


charge of their duty, which has been - 


effected in a praiseworthy manner.—Re- 
script already published. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports, 
in continuation of his former memorial, 
the despatch of the second squadron of 
grain-junks for Tientsin, to the number of 
100, laden with 188,178 piculs of rice, 
together with 15,054 piculs by way of waste 
allowance. The junks set sail on the Sth 
March from Shanghai. A third detach- 
ment of 43 junks has been laden with the 
remainder of the provincial quota for the 
year, amounting to 63,088 piculs of rice, 
with 6,047 piculs waste allowance; and 
these vessels, after completion of all the 
due formalities, set sail on the 15th March, 
to commence their northward voyage with 
the first favourable wind. Of the 80,000 


piculs to be handed over to the C.M.S.N. 
Company for shipment, 4,000 piculs have 
already been delivered, and the remainder 
will be shipped by instalments. The total 
amount of rice to be delivered by junk is 
658,440 piculs, including 20,000 piculs 
obtained by purchase, over and above the 
amount collected in kind. 

April 18th.—(1) A decree, in answer to 
a memorial from the high authorities of 
Fuhkien, who have denounced a sub-prefect 
in Formosa named Hwang Teh-p’ei, for 
sundry malpractices in collusion with a 
lieutenant-colonel named Hwang Teh-kwei. 
Both officials are stripped of their rank 
and are to be placed on trial. 

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang memori- 
alizes reporting the despatch of the first 
instalment of the grain shipments from 
that province. Total“amount to be for- 
warded is 321,000 piculs and odd, of which 
117,100 piculs have now been sent for- 
ward, including 30,000 piculs shipped by 
steamer. 

April 19th (1) A decree, in answer toa 
memorial from Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor 
of Fuhkien, who has impeached Wei Pi- 
wén, Magistrate of the Fuh-ts’ing district, 
for neglect of duty. It is reported of the 
accused that, after holding his present 
office for a year or more, arrears of judicial 
work in both civil and criminal cases 
have greatly accumulated in his court, and 
also that charges have been brought for- 
ward respecting individuals who have died 
whilst unlawfully confined in prison, and 
of whose cases no report has been made 
to the superior authorities. The under- 
lings of the said Magistrate are also charged 
with divers malpractices. As requested by 
the Governor, the Magistrate is prelimi- 
narily stripped of his rank, and is to be 
held subject to an enquiry into his conduct. 

(2) The Govenor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chehkiang reports, in a postscript 
memorial, that owing to the financial ex- 
haustion occasioned by the expenditure 
for the defence of Formosa, it has been 
impossible to provide the subsidies which 
have been ordered on behalf of the mili- 
tary chest of Kansuh ; but that, in order 
to contribute as far as possible to the 
urgent requirements of Tso Tsung-t’ang, 
now that he is about to pass beyond the 
Wall at the head of his army, a sum of 
forty thousand Taels has been got together, 
and has been remitted in mercautile drafts 
to the commissariat department of the 
army of the West. 

April 20th.—A decree announcing the 
numbers of the successful candidates at 
the recent Examinations, ‘They are as 
follows :— 
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April 21st.—A Decree. Ts’én Yii-ying 
(Governor of Yiinnan), being placed in 
retirement by the death of a parent, 
let Wén Kéh (at present Financial | 
Commissioner of Szech’wan and acting 
Governor-General of that Province) suc- 
ceed to the post of Governor of Yiinnan. 
Pending his arrival at his post, let (the 
Financial Commissioner of Yiinnan) P’an 
Ting-sin act in his stead. 

April 22nd.—(Court Circular.) Ch’ung- 
how paid his respects on his return from ! 
the Eastern Mausolea (see Gazette of 11th 
inst.) 

Mu-t’u-shan, Military-Governor of 
Kirin, memorializes with reference to the 
suggestions for reform in the civil ad- 
ministration of that province, which were 
embraced among the subjects discussed by 
the Council held last year witli reference 
to the affairs of the adjoining province of | 
Shéngking. On receipt of a copy of the | 
Imperial Decree, forwarding the report of 
the Council, which has been communicated 
to him by the Military-Governor of Shéng- 
king, he has to observe that although the 
opinions given by the Council of Ministers 
are not devoid of value, there are never: 
theless circumstances to be taken into 
account with which they were not fully 
acquainted. It is his duty to observe 
that, according to its original constitu- 
tion, Kirin was peculiarly a country of 
the Banner force, a recruiting field for the 
army, in which no civilian authorities were 
stationed. Ithas only been since the in- 
flux of Chinese immigrants, which began 
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in the reign of K’ang Hi, that three sub- 
prefects, two of ahigher and one of an 
inferior degree, have been stationed in the 


‘province, together with some minor offi- 
-cials, for the special purpose of adjudi- 


-tween Manchus and Chinese. 


cating the questions that may arise be- 
As the 


immigrant population has increased in 
‘process of time, the lack of a sufficient 


: to the staff are decidedly called for. 


proportion of officials has made itself in- 
juriously felt, and changes and additions 
At 


‘the same time, the province is not on the 
‘same footing as Shéngking in respect of 
‘existing civilian jurisdictions, and the 
‘proposals that have been advanced on the 


‘subject are not in all respects feasible. 


This is especially the case with regard to 


_the suggested enrolment and control of 
local trainbands. Former attempts in that 


. brigandage. 


direction have only resulted in saddling 
the country with organized tyranny and 
The memorialist, since he 


. took office, has caused the country to be 
patrolled by troops, owing to whose ex- 
_ertions upwards of 300 brigands have 
. been captured and executed, with the re- 
sult of restoring the highroads to a condi- 
. tion of safety, and putting down gambling 
. and other descriptions of evil doing. He 
. approves the suggestion that the sub-pre- 
. fect of Pehtuna be removed to reside at Ku 


Yii-shu Hotun (Lone Elm Town), were a 


hall of study already exists which can be 


, individual 


temporarily allotted for the residence of 
this officer. 

April 23rd, (1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from Mu-t’u-shan, Military 
Governor of Kirin, who has confidentially 
reported in favour of an ex-Taotai, here- 
tofore cashiered, whose exertions he de- 
scribes as more than ordinary. The 
in question, Shu Che-han, 


_ formerly Intendant of Sining in Kansuh 


(the station at which Mu-t’u-shan until 
lately resided), was dismissed the public 


" service, under sentence of exclusion from it 
. for ever, on a charge of corruption in 
 extorting fees and presents which was 
. brought against him by a Censor, and 
authenticated on enquiry by Tso Tsung- 
_ tang. Mu-t’u-shan himself received orders 
_tocommand the delinquent to return at 


once to his home, 


with a prohibition 


"against his being allowed to remain as a 


hanger-on with the troops. Notwith- 
standing this, Mu-t’u-shan has allowed 
him to proceed to Kirin, and has actually 
employed him on official duty, in addition 


_ to which he has memorialised calling 


; 


, attention to his meritorious services. 


For 


, Such a proceeding, which shews him to be 


b 


skilled in insidious arts, the Board is 
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commanded to award the proper penalty 
to Mu-t’u-shan ; who is farther directed to 
cause the delinquent to return to his home, 
in obedience to the decree issued in 1873 
on the subject. . 


(2) A Decree, Let Ch’éng Yii Fe FR 


succeed to the vacant post of Financial 
Commissioner of Szech’wan. Let Ying-kai 


pix 3 succeed him as Judicial Com- 


missioner of Shansi. 

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, memorializes reporting 
the quantity of grain prepared for trans- 
mission to Peking by the Grand Canal, 
from the Northern division of Kiangsu. 
The total quantity is 100,513 piculs, 
with an extra allowance of 7,035 piculs, 
and 4,020 piculs by way of waste 
allowance to the boatmen. The ship- 
ment is to. be made, according to rule, 
by three squadrons of junks, each in four 
divisions. The first squadron commenced 
its voyage on the 5th February ; and the 
two other squadrons were to follow at 
intervals, respectively of ten days and 
one month, from that time. 

April 24th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with two appeal cases— 
one from Kiangsi, relating to the fraudu- 
lent imposition of excessive taxation under 
the head of commutation for the rice-levy, 
and the other from Honan, complaining of 
the villany of certain official underlings in 
a case of murder.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 

April 25th.—(1) A decree, once more 
deploring the continued absence of rain, 
and ordaining a renewed series of sup- 
plications to be offered up at all the State 
temples. 

(2) A Decree. Kwoh Sung-tao has 
memorialized Us entreating permission, 
on the ground of ill-health, to return to 
his native place on a period of leave. We 
grant him a congé of one month for the 
care of his health. He need not return 
to his native place. 

(3) Abstracts of Memorials.—The Go- 
vernor of Hunan has reported the passage 
of the Embassy from Burmah through 
his province, on its return journey. 

(4) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, memorializes reporting 
the grounds upon which the ex-Briga- 
dier-General Chan K’i-lun has been 
found guilty of causing the murder of 
Hu She-li. For rescript, embodying sen- 
tence, see Gazette of 7th instant. 

April 26th.—-Further memorials from 
Shén Pao-chéng, with reference to the 
Yangchow murder case, and the partici- 
pation of Ch’én Kwoh-jui and others in 


the crime. He submits, as the sentence 
that should be passed on Chén Kwoh-jui, 
transportation into penal servitude at one 
of the Mongolian post-stations.—For re- 
script see Gazette of 7th instant. 

April 27th.—(1) The acting financial 
Commissioner of Kwangsi memorializes 
reporting the decease on the 13th March 
of Yen Shu-shén, Governor of the pro- 
vince, after little more than two months’ 
tenure of office. 

(2) The Governor of Hunan memo- 
rializes reporting the magnificent liberali- 
ty with which a public work has been 
restored, under the following circumstances. 
The Prefect of Yoh-chow Fu reports that, 
at a distance of 10 li from that city, a 
bridge of three arches and a river-dyke 
and causeway have long existed, greatly to 
the convenience of public traffic, but, 
from want of repairs, these structures have 
been for years in a ruinous condition. A 
native of the district, Chung K’ien-kiin, 
formerly Comptroller of the Salt Gabelle 
in Kwangtung, set aside 400 strings of 
cash to commence the work of repairs, 
but he died before the undertaking was 
completed. His son has now further con- 
tributed the sum of Taels 7,000 and 
upward to complete the rebuilding of the 
dyke, to which he has also added a sum of 
810 strings of cash, beside setting aside a 
piece of land, valued at Taela 2,300, to 
provide an income for the purpose of 
periodical repairs. This meritorious con- 
duct being brought to the Sovereign’s 
notice, a brevet title of the third degree of 
rank is conferred by rescript upon the 
giver. 

April 28th.—(1) The Censor Yiian 
Ch’éng-yeh memorializes urging reforma- 
tion in the morale of government, under the 
influence of the warning conveyed by the 
prevailing drought. He refers with ex- 
pressions of reverence and gratitude to the 
decrees that have repeatedly been issued, 
commanding propitiatory offerings of 
incense, and to the decree in which the judi- 
cial departments have been called upon to 
dispose of all pending cases without delay ; 
but he proceeds to observe that, notwith- 
standing these endeavours, worthy though 
they be to attract the refreshing showers 
of Heaven, the symptoms of drought are 
day by day increasingly manifested. More- 
over, since the middle of March, the light 
of the sun has been sickly and faint, the 
atmosphere has been dust laden and 
murky, and the price of provisions has 
been greatly enhanced. Grave cause for 
anxiety is afforded by these circumstances, 
The enquiry suggests itself whether it be 
the truth that the workings of Heaven are 
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so remote as to lie beyond the influence of 
even the supremest form of earnest de- 
votion, or whether the warning portents 
of Heaven be not made manifest because, 
in the midst of the absolute perfection and 
beauty of the administrative action of the 
State, some flaw or deficiency may still 
exist. With illustrations drawn from the 
sacred books, the Censor proceeds to de- 
monstrate the connection between natural 
phenomena and the conduct of human 
affairs, and he enforces the point of his 
homily by the observation that [of the 
two functions of a ruler, ‘‘ rewarding” 
and ‘‘chastising”] the action of ‘‘ re- 
warding’? appertains to the element of 
light (yang), whereas rain is a phenomenon 
belonging to the category of darkness 
(yin.) To adhere exclusively to a course 
of action subject to the yang element, 
whilst supplicating rain which belongs to 
the opposite moiety of the cosmic forces, 
may not, there is reason to fear, be too 
readily found to accord with the will of 
Heaven. Bethinking himself of the ten- 
der years of his Sovereign’s age, the 
memorialist is reluctant to believe that 
Supreme Heaven will impose too rigorous 
a responsibility [upon His Majesty]; but 
that the heart of Heaven should be moved 
to wrath if in any instances motives of 
self-interest prevail with the functionaries 
of Government, and the sacred percep- 
tions are obscured by their mancouvres, is 
no more than what should justly be. It 
is consequently besought that the thoughts 
of their Majesties the Empresses Regent 
and the Emperor may be bestowed upon 
all that concerns the selection of their 
functionaries and the discharge of the 
duties of Government, and that injunc- 
tions be issued to all the executive de- 
partments, commanding earnest and active 
obedience to the laws prescribed by the 
successive Sovereigns of the Imperial 
lineage. He would have commands issued 
to sweep away all the demoralization of 
the later time, and to forbid the policy of 
compromise—to enforce a stringency of 
discipline that shall discriminate between 
the within and the without, (7.e., 
Peking and the provinces)—and to 
use wisdom in the administration of the 
penal laws, in order to conciliate the 
feelings of the masses. Deceivers and par- 
asites should not be allowed to gain ad- 
vancement whilst the virtuous and able 
are passed by. The evildoer should not 
be suffered to effect his escape from 
punishment, whilst the innocent are left 
to groan under undeserved wrong. The 
rectitude or obliquity of the language 
held by functionaries of the State, when 
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interrogated at the Imperial audiences, is 
sufficient asa test of the uprightness or 
dishonesty of their minds. The Censor, 
mindfulof his own deficiencies, entreats that 
advice be called for on all hands, confident 
that in the abundance of counsel there 
will be found the wisdom that shall estab- 
lish the happiness of perfect rule. (For 
rescript, see Gazette of 10th instant.) 

(2) The Oourt of Censorate forwards an 
appeal lodged by a native of the Ts’ze 
Chow in Chihli, complaining of the murder 
of his father by a fellow villager, and of 
the attempts of the Magistrate’s police to 
screen the offender.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 

April 29th. — (Court Circular.) The 
Prince Péh and his colleagues made report 
on completion of their task as Examiners 
of the official cadets. 

The Financial Commissioner of Oheh- 
kiang, Lu Ting-hiin, paid his respects on 
his arrival at Peking. 

(1) A decree, in answer to a memorial 


' from Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General 


' of Szech’wan, commanding the newly ap- 


pointed Brigadier-Generals T’ien Tsai-t’ien 
and Ch’én Tsi-ts’ing to proceed without 
delay to their posts in that province. 

(2) Yu Luh, Governor of Anhwei, me- 


_ morializes reporting the issue of a trial in 


which a military officer has been sentenced 
for causing death as a consequence of 
seduction. A young woman named Liu, 
having been left an orphan, was betrothed 
by her uncle to one Ch’én Ming-yang, son 


' of aman named Ch’én Kia-mu, and was 


brought up in the family of her affianced 


’ husband in anticipation of the period for 
‘ matrimony. The family had their abode 
‘ at the district city of Hwai-ning, the 
' father and son being, however, generally 


- absent from home on business. 


An officer 


' mamed Tu Chén-yiian, who had been pro- 


moted from the ranks to the grade of 


* Colonel, for military services, made the 


acquaintance of Ch’én Sii-she, the mother- 
in-law-to-be of the young woman Liu, 
by becoming tenant of a house which she 
had to let, and being thus admitted 
to the company of the young woman, 
he accomplished her seduction. Ch’én 


- GSii-she discovered accidentally the illicit 
- gmtercourse that was being maintained, 


* and was bribed to connivance. 
1875, the young woman was found to be | 


> 


In May, 


: pregnant, and at the recommendation of her 
- ynother-in-law, she was removed to a 
- house which was taken for her by Tu Chén- 


yiian, in order to conceal the result of her 


> Wnisconduct from her affianced husband 


ie 


and his father on their return home. It 


+ was given out that she Me By fe atay 


with her unole; but on the return of 
Ch’én Kia-mu and his son the truth was 
discovered, and a complaint was lodged 
against the guilty parties. The faithless 
woman and her accomplices were taken 
into custody, and the incidents of the case 
ascertained on examination. The mother- 
in-law, overwhelmed with self-reproach for 
herown share in the transaction, committed 
suicide in prison, on the 23rd August last, 
by swallowing a dose of opium she had 
privily obtained. The young woman Liu 
gave birth to a child one month after her 
arrest; and both she and her seducer, 
who has been already cashiered by a 


‘rescript obtained to this effect, have now 


been tried and sentenced. Several enact- 
ments of the Penal Code apply to the case 
in one or other of its features, especially 
one ordinance contemplating the suicide of 
& parent in consequence of the discovery of 
infidelity on the part of a daughter who 
has transgressed with his or her conni- 
vance. The penalty prescribed in such a 
case, viz., delivery into the hands of mem- 
bers of one of the Manchu garrisons as a 
bondservant, is awarded in this instance 
against the woman Liu. The heaviest 
penalty, of those provided by the Code, is 
awarded also against the seducer, whom 
it is proposed to sentence to transporta- 
tion to penal servitude on the military 
frontier.—Rescript, referring the sentences 
for the decision of the Board of Punish- 
ments, : 

April 30th.—(1) A decree based upon 
a report from the Board of War on 
a memorial from Ts’én Yii-ying, acting 
Governor-General of Yiinnan, respecting 
certain military posts, the incumbents of 
which have failed to return on the expiry 
of their leave of absence, Among these 
is the Brigadier-Generalship of Momein 
(T’éng-yiieh), the actual incumbent of 
which, Yang Shéng-tsung, obtained leave 
two years ago to visit Peking for audience, 
instead of doing which or returning to his 
post he has gone to his native place to 
reside, Enquiry is to be instituted in his 
case and he is superseded in his appoint- 
ment, as well as three other military 
officers under like circumstances. 


(2) A Decree, Let Chang 'Ts’ung-lung 
BE succeed to the post of Briga- 
dier-General of Momein (T’éng-yiieh.) Let 
T’éng Yeo-téh succeed to 
the post of Brigadier-General of Chao- 
?ung—both in Yiinnan. 


(3) A decree sanctioning the application 
of Hwang Yiih, a Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments,,.for,leave to retire 


from the service on the ground of ill- 
health. 

(4) Wén Kéh, Financial Commissioner 
of Szech’wan, reports his assumption of 
office as acting Governor-General, on the 
20th February, in obedience to the Decree 
of January 16th, which was received by 
Wu T’ang, the retiring Governor-General, 
on February 11th. 

(5) Wu T’ang, ex-Governor-General of 
Szech’wan, memorializes reporting his 
transfer of the seal of office to his acting 
successor Wén-Kéh. He has occupied his 
present post since 1868. 

May 1st.—(1 and 2.) Decrees cashiering 
sundry district magistrates in Szech’wan, 
on impeachment by Wén-kéh, the newly 
appointed acting Governor-General, for 
misconduct and peculation. 


(3) A decree ordaining the following 
transfers of officials, in consequence of the 
retirement of Hwang Yiih from a Vice- 
Presidentship of the Board of Punish- 
ments, Yiian Pao-kéng to succeed the 
Outgoing functionary, and to be succeeded 
in his post of Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, by Yin Chao-yung. Sit T’ung 
is to take the latter’s place as junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Office. 
P’an Tsu-yin is appointed to the Vice- 
Presidentship of the Board of Ceremonies, 

(4) A decree. Let Lu Ting-hiin (who, 
as Financial Commissioner of Chehkiang, 
has come to Peking for audience) be re- 
tained at Peking for other employment. 
Let Wei Yung-kwang succeed to the post 
of Financial Commissioner of Chehkiang. 


Let Sieh Ying-hi pt yi} Ise succeed him 


as Judicial Commissioner of Anhwei. 

May 2nd.—(1) Shu-lin, Superintendent 
of the Imperial Manufactory at Hangchow, 
memorializes reporting the work executed 
in partial obedience to the demands made 
upon his department. According to the 
system introduced some years ago, the 
likin board of Chehkiang should pay over 
the sum of 120,000 strings of cash per 
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annum, to be converted into silver at: 


prevailing rates of exchange, for the 
purpose of defraying the expenditure of 
the Manufactory; but as this amount 
was found to be insufficient to meet the 
needs of the department, it was arranged 
that so much only of the annual indent 
should be manufactured as could be met 
with the proceeds of each year’s payment 
from the likin Board. An account is 
now rendered of the quantities of silks 
and satins that have been yielded during 
the past year toward fulfilment of the 
duty incumbent eee ig San ulegery 
O ro e 


(2) Li Ho-nien, Governor - General 
of Fuhkien and Chehkiang, memorializes 
representing that three years have elaps- 
ed since he entered upon his present 
office, and soliciting permission to visit 
Peking for audience, in conformity with 
the rule to this effect. Among the circum. 
stances which render his post one of no 
ordinary difficulty, he refers to the conduct 
of foreign relations. For rescript, grant- 
ing the request, see Gazette of April 16th. 

(3) Sung-kwei, Resident in Tibet, mem- 
orializes with reference to a sum of Taels 
4,800 which, in conformity with regula- 
tion, had been advanced from the Treasury 
of Szech’wan to his late predecessor 
Ch’éng-ki, as an outfit toward the expense: 
entailed for gifts &. By the usua 
monthly instalments, the amount of Taels 
1,621 had been repaid of this sum, when 
Ch’éng-ki suddenly died in the summer of 
1874 ; and the provincial government of 
Szech’wan has pressed for a refund of the 
outstanding balance, amounting to Taels 
3,178. It is entreated that the payment 
in question be remitted, in consideratiox 
of the honourable poverty in which 
Ch’éng-ki departed this life.—Granted by 
rescript. 

(4) In a postscript memorial, Sung-kwei 
reports that he has obtained from Peking 
a copy of the work on the affairs of the 
Goorkhas, in 32 volumes, which was drawn 
up by imperial command to record the 
subjugation, effected in the 55th year oi 
the reign of K‘ien Lung, (A.D. 1790), 
of the barbarians in question. Beside the 
record of the Nepalese campaign, the work 
farther contains a complete reproduction 
of the regulations established with the 
imperial sanction, for the affairs of 
Tiket in general; and the Resident ha: 
placed it among his official archives to 
supply the place of the two missing 
volumes containing the regulations nego- 
tiated with reference to Nepal, respecting 
which his predecessor Ch’éng-ki hai 
memorialized the Throne (see Gazette of 
Aug. 8th, 1874.) The work in queatiou 
contains all the needful information to the 
fullest possible extent. : 

May 3rd.—The Governor of Honan 
reports the number of aged candidate: 
at last year’s Literary Examination, on 
whose behalf it is solicited that the usual 
honorary degrees be conferred. Of the 
age of ninety and upwards there were ten ; 
and of eighty and upwards, fourteen, 

May 4th.—(1) The Governor-General, 
Manchu Commander-in-chief, and Governor 
of Fuhkien jointly memorialize, denouncing 
a lieutenant-colonel named Hwang Téh- 
kwei and .his brother a sub-prefect named 
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: Hwang Teéh-p’ei, for flagitious conduct in ; law to these forms of gambling, lotteries 
. connection with the issue of pay to the | are frequently organized under pretext of 
eee = ene 8 ~— eaneaaone: drawings for land or house property, under 
- It has been proved that the lieutenant- : : : 
- colonel had upwards of one hundred fewer designaticem suchas shan: 7100, 
- men in his force than the number for Ae Vien piao, and the like. Beside 
: which he drew pay; and that, in concert | this, there are quail fights and cricket 
- with his brother, he had trafficked in the | fights, which are no less injurious in their 
. Bale of badges for military merit, &c., &c. | results than the other forms of gambling. 
; —The two inculpated officials have already | The amendment of the law now submitted 
. been degraded by previous rescript. entails the penalty of transportation 
_(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- | into military servitude on the most 
| kien, memorializes, observing that the | remote frontier, upon the principals in 
; Observance of mere routine has become so any undertaking with a view to gambling 
1 entirely the order of the day in that | in any one of the forms indicated above, 
+ province, that the district authorities, in | with one hundred blows and banishment 
gE lieu of bestirring themselves actively in to be inflicted upon accessories. It is 
. dealing with judicial proceedings, whether | further provided that the same penalties 
civil or criminal, as the law requires, have | shall be inflicted in the case of any future 
- come for the most part to consider mis- | schemes devised for the purpose of gam- 
; representation and dilatoriness the proofs bling, which may differ in their external 
. Of real capacity. Abuses of all descrip- | features from those now enumerated. 
; tions consequently flourish, and the inno- Participators in the act of gambling, to be 
| cent are exposed, as the result, to grievous | punished as heretofore with three months 
a suffering. the case of the Magistrate of | in the cangue and 100 blows.—Rescript 
, the Fuh-te’ing district is brought forward, | referring the propusal for the consideration 
; @8 an exceptionally bad one, and the | of the Board of Punishments. 
. individual denounced is shewn to have May 6th.—(Court Circular.) The list 
kept between 20 and 30 persons illegally | of successful candidates at the Examina- 
. iu confinement for periods of from one to | tions now concluded was handed in. 


., two years, without in any wise dealing with No documents of importance. 

; their cases. Other offences are also May 7th.—(1) A decree in answer to a ~ 
; charged against him.—For rescript see | memorial from the high provincial authori- 

: Gazette of April 19th. ties of Fuhkien, who have impeached an 


» _ May 5th.—(1) A decree, commandiag | official for gross peculatidn. The Prefect 
- further supplications for rain at all the | and expectant-Taotai Ling Ting-kwoh 


, State Temples. y ; 
. (2) A decree, sanctioning the application BSE who was employed to superin- 


of Hi-k’ai, Assiatant-Resident in Tibet, | tend the construction of Fort San Kwén 
,; for leave to retire on the. ground of ill- | Shén =e at An-p’ing in Formosa, 
1 ie. G 'K t is discovered. to have made _ false 
; _ (8) The Governor of Kwangtung me- | yoturns of expenditure to the amount 
; morializes, dwelling upon the tendency to | of Tals 14,000. For this peculation 
, indulge in gambling which prevails among | i¢ ig ordained that he be at once stripped 
, the people of that province, and submits of his office and subjected to stringent 
. & proposal for an enactment of greater prosecution for the recovery of the money, 

severity than the law as it stands at (2) A decree appointing Kw’ei Show 


. present on the subject. Beside the lot. a ; 
; teries ( Wei-sing) based on the names of the Bs & to be Prefect of Kien-ch’ang-fu 


. candidates at the literary examinations, | in Kiangsi. 

“which have been prohibited by special (3) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Yiinnan, 
1 decree, the Cantonese are addicted to vari- | reports the suppression of a rising at- 
, ous games of hazard, all involving most | tempted, with a view to brigandage, by the 
, ruinous consequences, of which the fol- | aborigines dwelling in the eastern Hills of 
, lowing are the chief—(1) The hwa hwet, or | the T’éng-ch’wan department. Two of the 
; name lottery. ‘The plan of this consists in | ringleaders of the movement and eleven 
. publishing a daily list of 36 names, one of | of the minor conspirators having been 
which ia drawn as the winner. (2) The | seized by thefroops sent against the in- 
|. peh-ko-piav, or pigeon lottery. In this | surgent body, and forwarded to the 
system, eighty characters are selected | provincial capital, a trial has been held 
' from the thousand character classic, ten | and the guilty parties executed, the leaders 
of which are drawn as the winners. In | by ling ch’e (slicing to death) and the re- 


‘ order to evade the Pini Googe by | mainder by decapitation, 


May 8th.—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor of Kiangsi presented his respects 
on his arrival at Peking; and had 
audience. 

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Wéng T’ung-tsio, Governor of Hupeh, 
who has requested the removal from office 
of certain incapable and superannuated 
officials, The district Magistrate of Wu- 
ch’ang is reported as of mean capacity and 
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unpopular disposition; and the district 


Magistrate of Hwang-mei as being of in- 
different reputation and careless habits. 
These officers are degrated to minor ranks. 
_ Other removals of a similar character are at 
the same time decreed. 


(2) A Decree. Yih-liang JE Zl (a 
* duke” of the Imperial lineage, descended 
from one of the sons of the Emperor 
K’ang-hi) reports that his complaint con- 
tinues unabated and requests that he be 
relieved of his State functions and that 
his salary be graciously stopped. Let Yih- 
liang be relieved of his State functions, 
and let him as a special act of grace, re- 
ceived one-half his salary as a retiring 
allowance. 

(3) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Yiinnan, 
memorializes reporting the steps taken to 
rebuild and re-organize two colleges in the 
city of Yiinnan Fu, which were destroyed 
in the insurrectionary troubles. These 
colleges, intended as places of periodical 
gathering for the students preparing for 
the higher examinations, have been rebuilt 
by means of a special li-kin tax imposed 
on the produce of the provincial salt-wells, 
and the allowances issued by regulation 
to the students are provided by a supple- 
mentary tax added to the larger amount. 

(4) The same functionary reports the 
steps he has taken to provide a fund from 
which stated allowances may henceforward 
be granted to candidates proceeding from 
Yiinnan to compete at the Triennial Ex- 
. aminations at the capital. The remoteness 
of the province, distant no less than 8,000 
li from Peking, imposes so heavy an outlay 
for travelling expenses upon the candidates 
who go forward, that at the best of times 
difficulty is felt in providing for the 
journey ; and this is all the more the case 
at present, owing to the impoverishment 
consequent upon the long-continued re- 
bellion. The Governor has, therefore, 
taken the following step :—As a piece of 
open ground existed in close proximity to 
his yamén, and to the most flourishing busi- 
ness thoroughfare of the city, the Fu Chao 


bia HR street, he set aside a portion of his 


salary in 1874, for the purpose of covering 
this ground bik air row iz shops, which 
O08 e 


havebeen built to thenumber of sixty-three. 
These shops have been offered to tenants 
since February 1875, and a committee of 
management has been organized, to consist 
of two notables of the city, and three from 


the East, South, and West of the 
province, under the inspection of the 
official directors of instruction, The 


monthly rental accruing from the shops 
amounts to Tls. 90, and this income is 
to be deposited with bankers at an interest 
of one per cent. per month. -The aggregate 
of principal and interest at the end of each 
period of three years will amount to 
Tis. 3,508.2. This will provide for an 
annual allowance of ‘I'ls. 150 to the com- 
mittee of management, with Tls. 16 asa 
special allowance for board-day expenses, 
leaving a triennial balance of Tls. 3,010.2. 
It is proposed to issue from this fund 
allowances of Tls. 10 and Tis. 5 respectively 
to the civil and military candidates pro- 
ceeding to Peking. The Governor would 
not make report of so unimportant a 
matter, involving so small an outlay on 
his own part, were it not that he thinks it 
necessary to guard against any future 
malversation on the part of the notables, 
by placing the arrangement thus on 
record, 

(5) The Governor of Yiinnan farther 
reports that an officer named Ho Yao-tséng 

-¥ has been appointed to act as 
Brigadier-General at T’éng-yiieh (Momien), 
in the place of Twan Jui-mei, the officer 
previously named for this acting appoint- 
ment, who has in the meanwhile received 
his commission from the Board of War as 
Colonel commandant at Ts‘u-hiung. 

May 9th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Wén-siang has had his congé 
extended for one month, 

(1) A Decree. Shén Pao-chéng, Governor 
General of the Two Kiang, has memori- 
alized requesting that a Brigadier-General 
be allowed to retire on the ground of ill- 
health. Ch’éng Wén-ping, Brigadier- 
General at Kiukiang, is allowed to retire. 


Chang Ho-ts’ai BAA is appointed 
his successor. 

(2) 'Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Yiinnan, 
memorializes reporting the death of his step- 
mother, which entails the necessity of his 
retirement from office. He relates that 
his own mother died afew months after 
his birth, and he owes the care of his ten- 
der infancy to his father and his grand- 
mother, until, at the time he was three]: 
years old, his father married a second 
wife, whose family name was Sieh, and 
who became in all respects a mother] 
to him. oJn.\;4859, after his father’s 


death, he proceeded at the head of a body 
of irregulars whom he had organized 
in his native province of Kwangsi, to 
assist in the operations then in progress 
- against the rebels in Yiinnan. Having 
risen from the rank of district magistrate 
to that of Governor, he has been accom- 
panied, throughout all the eventful years 
_ of the rebellion, by his stepmother, who 
_hever failed to encourage him with 
, patriotic and loyal counsels. In 1872, the 
. south and east of the province being 
. Feduced to order, he caused his step- 
_ mother to return to Kwangsi, in charge 


- of his brother ‘I's’én Yii-k’i Sit Hy. 
| At midnight on the lst of April he received 
_ a letter from his brother Yii-siang SBE FF 


announcing the decease of theirstepmother, 
_ which had taken place on the 23rd of 
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to retire from his office in order to devote 
himself to the care of his mother, now up- 
wards of 80 years of age and suffering 
from impaired eyesight. The application, 
earnestly worded as it is, is one which it 
would be becoming to accede to ; but the 
Governor is an official who cannot well 
be spared from a post in which he has 
shewn himself active and capable, and he 
has moreover two brothers upon whom the 
task of caring for his aged parent may 
well devolve. lt is not necessary, there- 
fore, that he should vacate his oftice. 

(2) A decree admitting to the privilege 
of competing at the Palace examination 
for Han-lin degrees, the following graduates 
who have passed at the examination for 
the Kijén degree lately concluded, viz. : 
67 of the first class, 120 of the 2nd class, 
and 146 of the 3rd class. Ts’ien Sih-kéng, 
who has been placed in the fourth order 


- March. Under these circumstances, he is 
; bound by regulation to yo into mourning 
: retirement, and he has accordingly handed 
, over the charge of his office, for the time 
, being to the Financial Commissioner, 
P’an Ting-sin. A third brother of his, 
- Te’én Yii-pao, , who is in Yiinnan, 
’ is also bound to retire for the period of 
“mourning. (For rescript, appointing a 
successor to the Governorship of Yiinnan, 

" gee Gazette of April 21st.) 
(3) Mu-t’u-shan, acting Military Go- 
* vernor of Kirin, memorializes representing 
; the valuable public services of an ex-Taotai 


of merit, is excluded from the privilege of 
competing for a Han-lin degree until the 
next triennial period. 


May 12th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
report from the Board of War, fixing the 
penalty incurred by Mu-t’u-shan, Military 
Governor of Kirin, for his improper recom- 
mendation of a disgraced official (see 
Gazettes of April 23rd and May 9th.) In 
conformity with the decision of the Board, 
Mu-t’u-shan is stripped of his rank. 

(2) A decree. Let Ku-ni-yin-pu suc- 
ceed to the post of Military Governor of 


; named Shu Che-han, cashiered some years 
ago for misconduct whilst under his orders 
; at Ning-hia. This individual has now 
i, come from his native province of An-hwei 
to tender his services, which have been of 


the province of Kirin, 

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting that on 
the 14th June, 1875, he had received a 


confidential (unpublished) Decree 


commanding that means be devised forth- 
with for supplying to the Household 
Treasury the amount of Tis. 12,380 
which was due as a charge upon the 
Tientsin Customs’ revenue. As_ there 
were no available funds to draw this 
amount from, asum of Tis. 10,000 was 
taken from the amount of Tis. 20,000 
which had been contributed as an offering 


the most useful character, and he is a man 
. of such exceptional ability that the memo- 

rialist, who has known him for nineteen 
~~ years, during which time his merit has 
« always been most conspicuous, in campaign 
. after campaign, thinks it would be wrong 
- to let such a man be cast away in idleness. 
. He believes that he is acting in perfect 
; conformity with the new regulations on 


the subject of recommendations, in calling 
“attention to this ofticer’s deserts. (For 

reacript, handing Mu-t’u-shan to the Board 
© for punishment for the foregoing improper 
* application, see Gazette of April 23rd.) 
«May 10th. (Abstracts of memorials.) 
: The Yamén of Foreign Affairs memorializes 
handing in the names of certain of its 
! secretaries for whom rewards are asked on 
-* account of distinguished services. 

‘ No documents of importance, 

May 11th.—(1) A decree in answer toa 
| memorial from ue Ping-chang, Governor 
1 of Kiangsi, who has requested permission 
| eine 


on the part of the late Customs’ Taotai, 
Sun Sze-ta, on behalf of the requirements 
for defence of the coast. The balance of 
Tis. 2,380 has been subscribed by the pre- 
sent Customs’ Taotai, Li Chao-t’ang, and 
the total amount sent forward to the House- 
hold Treasury. It is requested on behalf 
of Li Chao-t’ang that the dignity of the 
inferior class of the first order of rank may 
be conferred on his progenitors for three 
generations past. —Referred for the decision 
of the Board. 

(4) The Censors in charge of the Central 
division of the outer city of Peking 
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memorialize reporting a case of burglary 
committed upon a bootmaker’s shop near 
the moat outside the great south gate, 
by a party of desperadoes who climbed over 
the city wall on the nightof the 29th ultimo. 

May 13th. — (Court Circular.) Wan 
Ts’ing-li, the Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu, 
paid his respects on his return from the 
Han-tan district. (N.B.--The object of Wan 
Ts’ing-li’s mission to Han-tan was to bring 
in the “iron tablet ” to which recourse has 
been had as the last available means of in- 
ducing a fall of rain.) 

(1) A decree fixing the 21st instant as 
the date for the Palace examination of the 
graduates at the recent competition for the 
tsin-zse deoree.. 


(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 


sorrow on receipt of intelligence of the 
decease of the Prince of Jui (one of the 
eight hereditary princes of the first order.) 
A party of the Bodyguard under the 
Prince of Hwei are commanded to perform 
a ceremony of funeral libation, and a do- 
nation of Tis. 1,000 is awarded from the 
Household Treasury toward the cost of the 
obsequies. 

(3) A decree making the arrangements 
with regard to certain Oourt appointments, 
contingent upon the decease of the Prince 
of Jui. 

(4) The Censorate memorializes forward- 
ing an appeal lodged by a native of the 
Yii-t’ai district in Shantung, who complains 
of a burglary committed at his home in 
January last, attended by the murder of 
his father and his sister-in-law. The 
district Magistrate, when appealed to, 
carefully kept out of the way until the 
gang of brigands who committed the crime 
chose to move off from the temple where 
they divided the spoil ; and he has taken 
no step whatever to apprehend the real 
criminals.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(6) The Governor of Shantung memo- 
rializes reporting that he is about to 
proceed on a tour of inspection of the troops 
on the Promontory, and also of a Fort 
which is in process of construction at 
Chefoo. He intends setting out on this 
expedition on the 26th April. 

(6) In a supplementary Memorial, the 
Governor of Shantung reports that, as 
worship is annually to be offered, on the 
18th of the 4th moon, to the Tai Shan 
mountain, by either the Governor of the 

rovince or one of his chief subordinates, 
fe proposes proceeding in person, this 
year, on the 8th May, to Tai-an Fu, thence 
to proceed to the mountain and make 
offering of the incense which has been for- 
warded from the Imperial Household in 
charge of a sana grees? 
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May 14th—No documents of importance. 

May 15th.—(1) The Prince of Kung and 
his colleagues of the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs memorialize requesting* marks of 
approbation on behalf of eighteen of the 
secretaries of that department, in consi- 
deration of their prompt and efficient 
services during the last two years, the 
biennial period fixed by regulation having 
now expired since the last recommenda- 
tions were presented. Foreign affairs have 
increaged in multiplicity and importance, 
it is observed, within the last few years, 
during which time there have been, for 
instance, such questions to be dealt with 
as the proposals for the conclusion or 
revision of Treaties with different powers, 
the entrance of Japanese troops into 
Formosa, the introduction of proposals for 
a system of maritime defence, discussions 
with reference to contract emigration, and 
the murder of the British [subject] Mar- 
gary, in Yiinnan. Lists are appended of 
the secretaries for whom rewards are 
solicited. 

(2) Wén Kéh, the newly appointed Go- 
vernor-General of Szech’wan, memorializes 
with reference to the impending departure 
of Hu Chung-ho, at present acting t’s-tuh 
of that province, to assume the command- 
in-chief of the Chinese forces in Ytinnan, 
in conformity with the degree to this 
effect issued on the 11th February. He 
bestows a high encomium upon Hu Chung- 
ho for the ability and courage united in 
his character, and the services he has 
rendered since he came, in 1860, at the 
head of a force of braves from Hunan to 
assist in suppressing the rebellion then 
devastating the province of Szech’wan. As 
he cannot take his departure for his new 
post, where his presence is much needed, 
until he be relieved by his appointed 
successor, and as the latter is unable to 
leave his present post as Brigadier- 
General at Ch’ung-k’ing until his successor 
arrives, it is prayed that T’ion Tsai-t’ien, 
the officer appointed from Peking to the 
Ch’ung-k’ing command, may be directed 
to proceed without delay to take up his 
appointment.—Rescript accordingly, al- 
ready published. 

May 16th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
report from the Imperial Clan Court and 
the Board of Punishments, on conclusion 
of their investigation into the acts of 
misconduct alleged against the imperial 
clansman, a noble of the tenth rank, 
named Tsai-kwén. (See Gazette of Sept. 
11th, 1875.) The offence of having claimed 
as his own certain government land, to 
the prejudice of the lawful tenant, is 
fully proved, although no evidence is 
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forthcoming with respect to alleged acts of 
wiolence and the unauthorized holding of 
# court. The culprit is stripped of his 


, tank, and; as the regulations provide, the 


penalty which he has incurred of banish- 
mment for three years is commuted to one 
year’s imprisonment. 

(2) The Military Governor of the Amur 
province, Féng Shén, and his colleague 
‘T’o-kh-chwan, report the measures taken 
in connection with the scheme propounded 
for frontier defence, and request sanction 
for a supply of horses to be contributed 
within the province. On the 7th June, 
1875, the memorialists received a confiden- 
tial despatch from the Grand Council, 
relating to the consultations held on the 
subject of maritime defence, (see Gazette 
of April 3rd, 1875); and on the 16th of 
the same month they replied, soliciting 
sanction to the embodiment of a regular 
force of 6,000 troops, beside an additional 


: force of Si-Tan Pty} (reserve? soldiery) 


to the number of 4,000, making ten thousand 
men in all. They proposed that for every 
two Si ‘T'an soldiers one horse should be 
allowed, and they requested the issue of 
Taels 24,000 for the purchase of horses, as 
also of funds for the manufacture of arms. 
To these propositions the imperial assent 
wassignified. Ata later period, 600 horses 
were reported by the office of the Peking 
field-force (the Shén Ki Ying) as having 
been put at the disposal of government by 
the Prince of the Chao-wu-ta Mongols; 
and these animals may shortly be expected 
to arrive. The funds which the various 
provinces, however, were ordered to remit 
for the purchase of horses have not yet 
been sent forward in full; and to adhere 
too rigidly to the regulation and await the 
arrival of the funds could only prove 
detrimental to the public service. It is 
consequently requested that contributions 
of horses may be solicited in the region of 
Hulun Pir, where breeding is extensively 


. carried on, and the customary honours be 


conferred in return upon the contributors. 
The Tls. 24,000 ordered from the provinces 
would meanwhile be applied most advanta- 
geously to the general requirements of the 
military chest.—Granted by rescript. 

(3) In a farther memorial, the same high 
functionaries report upon the pay which it 
is propused to allot to the new force now 
to be embodied in pursuance of the 
recommendations laid before the special 
Council last year by the Governor of 
Shantung. The 4,000 Si Tan or reserve 
troops are to be drilled for two periods of 
60 days ineach year, during spring and 
autumn, receiving pay at the rate of 1 mace 
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per diem, making Taels 12 payable to each 
man, or Tls.48,000 in all, beside 5 canda- 
reens for dry forage per horse, which, for 
2,000 horses, would amount to a sum of 
Taels 36,000 per annum. It is now urged 
asa point of great importance that these 
amounts be paid in full, if the force is to 
be of any use. The regulation number of 
troops enrolled in the Amur province is 
11,080. Of this number, some 3,500 have 
been drafted off to active service elsewhere. 
According to the new arrangement, 6,000 
men are to be embodied as a drilled and 
disciplined force, with a reserve of 4,000, 
which will bring the army up to its normal 
strength. Increase in efficiency, however, 
is only to be obtained by increased expen- 
diture, and to double the existing amount 
of outlay would necessitate a yearly addi- 
tional sum of Tis. 270,000. With arrears 
in the subsidies that should be received 
from other provinces, amounting now to 
an aggregate of Taels 1,800,000, it is scar- 
cely to be hoped that the yearly receipts 
can be increased, except on paper. At 
present, with exception of the pay and 
forage of the Si Tan force, which is issued 
in full, the pay of the regular troops is 
fixed at Tls. 24 per man per annum, 
without forage allowance, and this amount 
of pay is further reduced by a stoppage 
of 2 mace 6 candareens per Tael, bringing 
it down to only ‘I'ls. 18 and a fraction 
per annum. It is now requested that the 
stoppages heretofore enforced may be 
remitted in future, entailing an additional 
outlay of Tls. 91,000, which amount with 
the exception of Tis. 10,000 to be provided 
locally, the government is besought to find 
means of providing.—Referred by rescript 
for the consideration of the Board of 
Revenue. 

May 17th.—The following is announced 
as the list of the highest graduates at the 
recent examination :— 

Chwang-yiian, Tsao Hung-hiin, of Shan- 
tung. 

Pang-yen, Wang Kéng-yung, of Shan-si. 

T’an-hwa, Féng Wén-wei, of Chehkiang. 

Ch’wan-lu, Wu Shu-mei, of Shantung. 

The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reports 
the fall of one inch and upwards of rain at 
Peking (on the night of the 15th instant. ) 

No documents of importance. 


_May 18th.—(1) A Decree. Let Tatin-K’i 
succeed to the post of Superinten- 


dent of Customs (Hoppo) at Canton. 

(2) Yung-ts’iian, Military Governor of 
1li, memorializes forwarding supplementary 
lists of the officers and men whom he has to 
commend for their services in successful 
engagements with the (Dungani) rebels in 


the neighbourhood of Kurkara Usu, in the 
autumn of 1874. 

May 19th.—(1) A decree referring to the 
proper Board for consideration and report, 
a@ memorial presented by Chang Che-tung, 
Literary Chancellor of Szech’wan, detailing 
certain reforms introduced for the suppres- 
sion of longstanding abuses in the literary 
examinations in that province, and the 
punishment inflicted upon graduates for 
promoting litigious contests. 

(2) A decree commanding the Govern- 
ment of Fuhkien to select from among the 
Prefects throughout their jurisdiction, an 
officer qualified for the post of Prefect of 
Foochow ; atid nominating Liu Kwoh- 
kwang (at present a Censor at Peking) as 
successor to the vacancy thus occasiuned. 

May 20th.—(1) A decree reterring to the 
long-protracted drought, and the continued 
want of rain, notwithstanding that a slight 
fall has at length been vouchsafed after 
repeated supplications. The bounty of 
the Supreme must once more be reverently 
entreated ; and his Majesty will in conse- 
quence proceed in person on the 24th of 
May to offer incense at the Ta Kao ‘Tien. 
The Imperial Princes are as usual com- 
manded to repair to the various other State 
temples, both far and near, to make similar 
sacrifices, 

(2) Sung Kwei, Residentin Tibet, me- 
morializes as follows :—A petition having 
been received from Nepal requesting infor- 
mation with regard to period for sending 
tribute, Your slave has informed himself 
that, according to regulation, the King of 
Nepal should send a person once every five 
years to Peking, to make offering of a 
respectful address and tribute, A mission 
was due in 1872, with reference to which a 
Rescript was received from his Majesty, 
granting exemption on that occasion. 
Another period of five years will expire in 
1877 ; and as the Rescript of his Majesty 
(issued after the death of the late Km- 
peror) commanded that a period of 27 
months should expire before offerinys 
are laid before the Throne, the proper 
period will be reached in the 5th moon 
of next year. On perusal of a translation of 
the letter received from the King aforesaid, 
Your «lave finds it couched in language 
reverentially submissive and expressive of 
the most devoted loyalty. He accordingly 
makes report thereof for the Imperial 
information, and, looking upwards, he 
would ask of the Celestial grace whether 
permission may be granted to send the 
tribute offerings at the regular date, or 
whether there shall be a postponement of 
the period. On these points, upon which 
Your slave does not venture to take the 
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responsibility of decision, he prostrate 
awaits instructions. He has to add that 
the King aforesaid makes mention of the 
birth of a grandson, his first, (or, the child 
of his eldest son), which he thinks it his 
duty toreport. Your slave has expressed 
congratulations.in reply, and hassent back 
an Imperial donation of two rolls of em- 
broidered satin, to which he has added on 
his own account a roll of wide satin, by 
way of congratulatory largesse, in fur- 
therance of his Sovereiyn’s desire to 
cherish tenderly the foreigner with a 
liberality that knows no bounds.—Rescript 
issued to the Grand Council in reply.— 
Let the tribute be forwarded at the pro- 
per period. 

May 21st.—The Manchu Commander- 
in-chief, the Governor-General, and the 
Governor of Fuhkien, jointly memorialize 
reporting the apprehension, trial, and sen- 
tence of the leading criminals in a case in 
which certain foreign traders have been 
murdered. ‘They have to report that oua 
communication having been received some 
time ago by the board of Foreign Relations 
at Fouchow, in which the fact of the master 
and mate of the German vessel called the 
Anna having been murdered at sea was 
made known by the officiating Consul, 
Tai-lan-no, a delegate was at once ap- 
pointed to proceed with the said Consul 
on board a gunbvat from the Arsenal, to 
the coast in the neighbourhood of Min-an 
and Fuh-ning, where, as it happened, a 
gunboat which the Consul at Amoy 


‘had sent out was met with. On the 


fact being ascertained that the murder 
had been committed by the Chinese 
crew, headed by one Yang Si-si, a re- 
ward was offered for their apprehension 
by the Board, and the Magistrates of the 
Min and Ch’ang-loh districts, acting under 
instructions, effected the arrest of three of 
the guilty parties, viz., Yang Si-si, Wéng 
Chéng-mei, and Yang K’i-sin. Previously 
to this, moreover, certain villagers of the 
Hia-p’u district had surrendered a quantity 
of the cargo, consisting in sugar, which 
had been lodged with them by Yang Si-si. 
After a trial held by the Prefect of 
Foochow, Your servant (the Governor) 
Ting Jih-ch’ang sent a gunboat with the 
officials Ch’én Wei-han and others to scour 
the coast and to take the direction of the 
civil and military authorities in pursuit 
[of the remaining criminals] These 
officers have now recovered [certain 
portions of] the property that was carried 
off, which has been handed to the 
Board ; and the prisoners have been 
subjected to a further trial before 
the Judicial Commissioner and the 


Prefect of Foochow. These officers have 
reported that the evidence elicited 
fully establishes the facts of the case, but 
that the prisoner Yang Si-si stubbornly 
refused to confess his guilt. On receipt 
of the report of this trial, submitted by 
the Board of Foreign Relations, the high 
authorities themselves caused the prisoners 
to be brought before them, and personally 
examined them in a stringent manner. 
The facts elicted are as follows :—Yang 
Si-si, Wéng Chéng-mei, and Yang K‘i-sin, 
are all natives of Foochow. Yang Si-si 
had for a number of years followed the 
sea asa sailor on board foreign vessels ; 
and in the autumn of last year he, 
with the other two prisoners, was on 
shore at Amoy, unemployed, as they were 
unable to find security for their character. 
In September last, the German schooner 
Anna was loading for Tientsin. She 
was officered by two Europeans, whose 
names the prisoners did not know. 
One of them was the master, and the 
other the mate. There were alsu two 
Chinese employed on board, named 
Cho Li and Ch’én A-Chu. 
took in her cargo of sugar at Amoy, 
where her former crew of six men had 
refused to go north in her, owing to the 
constant maltreatment they had expe- 
rienced at the hands of the master. These 
men having taken their discharge, the 
covetousness of the foreigners led them to 
engage Yang Si-si, owing to the cheap 
rate of wages he was willing to accept, as 
headman of the crew ; and he thereupon 
hired the two remaining prisoners now in 
custody and three others who are as yet un- 
apprehended, viz., Ch’én A Péh, A K’ing, 
and A Liang (surnames unknown.) No 
security was given for these men. The 
prisoners are ignorant of the amount of 
cargo taken on board, as the loading was 
completed by a different gang of men. 
The vessel sailed on her voyage on the 
11th September. The hasty temper of 
the foreigners again manifested itself in 
illtreatment of thecrew. Wéng Chéng-mei 
and A Péh were the men who suffered the 
hardest blows ; and they frequently said 
to Yang Si-si that they felt inclined 
to take the foreigners’ lives, though it 
should cost them their own. Yang Si-si 
himself had also been struck on several 
occasions, and in the irritation thus occa- 
sioned he conceived the design of taking 
vengeance by murdering the foreigners, 
‘ He said, thereupon, that whoever was 

bold enough to strike the first blow should 
‘ have a reward of one hundred dollars 
when the deed was done. Ch’én A-Péh 
volunteered to take the es ra! Wéng 
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The vessel 





Chéng-mei agreed to lend a helping hand. 
Yang K’i-sin stood by, listening to this 
conversation, but he took no part in the 
arrangement of the plot. The vessel con- 
tinued her voyage, by day and night, the 
master and the crew taking turns of sleep 
in rotation, with the exception of Choh 
Li and Ch’én A-Chu, who kept no watches 
at night, At midnight on the 21st Sep- 
tember, the vessel was off the Pih-seang 


Islands, the mate, with Yang K’i-sin, 


A King, and A Liang, being all 
sound asleep, and the master keep- 
ing watch on deck with Yang Si-si, 
Wéng Chéng-mei, and Ch’én A-Péh. The 
last-named of the three, taking the master 
at unawares, stole upon him with an axe, 
and struck him dead. A K’ing and A Liang 
were then roused from their sleep, and 
desired to come and help to despatch the 
mate. Ch’én A-Péh was still armed with 
the axe, Yang Si-si.took an iron mallet, 
aud Wéng Chéng-mei armed himself with 
achopper. The two other men each car- 
ried a bar of iron in their hands. On 
entering the mate’s cabin they all rushed 
forward to complete their design, but, 
owing to the darkness, Wéng Chéng-mei 
accidentally cut A Liang in the left hand 
by a misdirected blow. Onan exclamation 
from A Liang, the mate awoke, and getting 
up in his bed shouted for help, upon which 
Yang Si-si struck him several blows with 
his mallet, which finally killed him. Who 
else may have dealt blows at the mur- 
dered man, and what wounds were 
inflicted, it was impossible to distin- 
guish, Yang K’i-sin was waked up 
by the shouts, but was ordered by Yang 
Si-si to hold his tongue ; and he assisted 
Ch’én A-Péh and Wéng Chéng-mei in 
throwing the bodies overboard. On the 
23rd September, Yang Si-si, entirely of his 
own motion, steered the vessel for Pih- 
seang Island, where she was brought to 
anchor. Two hundred and fifteen baskets 
of sugar were yot out, and were landed in 
fishing boats, Yang Si-si falsely stating 
that the vessel was leaking, and needed 
repairs, under which pretext he rented 
some sheds from two fishermen named She 
Téh-wu and She Ta cho to store the cargo 
in. The two men A King and A Liang 
were left to watclr the sheds. Before any 
more cargo could be got out, bad weather 
came on, and the schooner was driven 
away from her anchorage, drifting to Si 
Yang (Spider Island), where she struck on 
a rock and went to pieces on the 24th 
September. The crew went off in different 
directions, whilst Choh Li and Ch’én A-Chu 
took passage in a fishing junk to Amoy, 
where they gave,,informatiom® to the 
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authorities. The cargo was washed out of 
the vessel and lost, a portion of it being, 
however, picked up and sold by the fisher- 
men. The two men left behind at the 
sheds went off after a time, as Yang Si-si 
did not return, She Téh-wu and the other 
fisherman, on their suspicions being 
aroused, went to report the matter at the 
yamén of the military post of Pih-seang, 
and the baskets of sugar were thereupon 


delivered to the Magistrate of the district: 


on behalf of the proper claimants. The 
Board of Foreign Relations: at Foochow 
having, by this time, received the Consul’s 
despatch, sent an officer out in search of 
the culprits, of whom a certain number 
were successively apprehended, whilst the 
Magistrate of the Lien-kiang district dis- 
covered that a shopkeeper named Tsiang 
Shang-tsao had bought at a low price 382 
baskets of sugar-candy of certain fisher- 
men whose names were unknown. These 
goods were recovered and restored to 
the proper claimant. The military 
authorities also recovered a broken mast 
atacertain point on the coast, which it 
was ascertained had been found drifted 
inshore by a fisherman whilst plying his 
avocation, The Taotai (h’én Wei-han 
and those with him, moreover, recovered 
@ farther portion of the cargo. As there 
is no immediate prospect of the arrest of 
the remaining criminals, the prisoners now 
in custody have been brought up for trial 
and sentence. Wéng Chéng-mei and the 
other prisoner, on being rigorously inter- 
rogated, confirm their previous statements ; 
but Yang Si-si confesses to no more than 
having assisted in throwing the bodies 
overboard. He denies everything alleged 
against him as a prime mover and active 
agent in the crime. As the headman of 
the crew, however, he was obeyed by all 
the men, and if he had not himself 
planned the murders, it is by no means 
likely that be would have lent a hand 
in throwing the bodies overboard. The 
confessions of the other prisoners, more- 
over, are positive on the subject of 
his guilt, and he has not been able tu 
shake a syllable of their testimony. The 
evidence being so perfectly distinct and 
beyond all shadow of doubt, it is right 
that sentence be finally pronounced. In 
this case, inasmuch as the prisoner Yang 
Si-si, having been hired as a sailor by 
foreigners, did, in consequence of repeated 
acts of maltreatment inflicted upon him, 
wilfully devise a plot for the murder of 
the two Europeans, his act is unquestion- 
ably contrary to law; and, in removing 
cargo from the vessel after the murder 
had takef place, he eole committed 


an act not distinguishable from the plun- 
der of ordinary property. Without taking 
into account the minor offence of casting 
away the remains of the deceased, he is 
sentenced to decapitation immediately after 
confirmation of the judgment, in con- 
formity with the law in such cases 
made and provided; and as the prime 
mover in the act of murder com- 
mitted upon two persons, the addi- 
tional penalty is entailed of exposure of 
his head as a public warning. In con- 
formity with the regulations, a rescript is 
solicited pronouncing the final decision. 
Wéng Chéng-mei, in sharing in the scheme 
to commit murder, and in subsequently 
taking part in the actual murder of the 
mate, has also committed an offence 
against the law. In conformity with the 
statute providing for the case of one who 
is & participator in a plot to commit 
murder and an active accessory to the 
crime, he is sentenced to death by stran- 
gulation, execution to ensue after the 
autumn confirmation of sentences. Yang 
K’i-sin is proved not to have shared in the 
plot or in the act of murder ; but although 
cognizant at the time of what was being 
done, he offered no opposition to the act ; 
and after leaving the neighbourhood he 
lodged no information of the crime. Ina 
case in which the lives of two Europeans 
have been taken by murder, it would be 
an insufficient penalty were he to 
receive sentence of bastinado under the 
statute which provides for the case 
of those who, cognizant of an act of 
murder, neither offer resistance to its 
commission nor give information of the 
crime. The appropriate sentence in his 
case is that he do suffer, with mitigation 
by one degree, the penalty provided by 
the statute relating to an accessory in the 
second degree to an act of murder, to 
wit, one hundred blows and transporta- 
tion to a distance of 3,000 U4, reduced by 
mitigation as aforesaid to one hundred 
blows and banishment for three years to a 
certain locality to be specified, the cor- 
poral punishment being there commuted 
as the laws provide. ‘Ihe fishermen who 
allowed the use of their sheds, the shop- 
keeper who purchased the sngar, and the 
fisherman who picked up the broken mast, 
are sentenced, in conformity with the 
severer clause of the statute ayainst un- 
specified wrong doing, to the penalty of 
80 blows, commuted as the law pro- 
vides, and thereupon to be discharged 
from custody. Choh Li and Ch’én A-Chu, 
who had no cognizance of the design to 
murder, and who gave immediate infor- 
mation of the crime, are acquitted of all 
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‘\ p’ing in Formosa. 
‘129,400 in all was issued to the delinquent, 


blame. The lieutenant in command of the 
Lo Hu military post, Lin Yii-ch’un by 
name, is charged in the Consul’s despatch 
with the receipt of a bribe. The proper 
department has already, on application 
addressed to it, deprived him of his 
rank. It is now solicited that he be 
arraigned for rigorous trial and separately 
dealt with. Rewards have been offered for 
the apprehension of the remaining crimi- 
nals, and orders issued for their arrest. 
The property recovered has been handed 
over to the Consul’s charge. The bodies 
of the murdered men, having been thrown 
overboard, are irrecoverable, and on this 
head no farther proceedings are necessary. 
The officials, civil and military, who are 
chargeable with failure to exert proper 
vigilance, shall be impeached after com- 
pletion of the examination of the 
coast, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
limits of their respective jurisdictions ; 
and steps shall also hereafter be taken in 
favour of the officials who have exerted 
themselves in the case, in order that both 
punishment and reward may be duly 
meted out. A copy of the record of the 
entire case and of the depositions taken, is 
transmitted to the Board of Punishments, 
and a communication is addressed to the 
Yaménu of Foreign Affairs, beside the pro- 
per communications sent for the informa- 
tion of other departments. This having 
been done, the present report of the trial 
and sentence of the criminals guilty of 
murder upon the high seas is transmitted 
by a special steamer, the 7'st An, which 
is despatched for the purpose to Tientsin, 
whence the memorial is to be sent forward 
by the district Magistrate at the speed of 
500 li per day.—To the foregoing Memorial 
the Grand Council has received a rescript 
in the following words: Let the Board of 
Punishments consider and report without 
delay. 

May 22nd.—No documents of impor- 
tance. 

May 23rd.—(1) The high authorities of 
Fuhkien jointly memorialize impeasehing 
for a gross act of peculation the Prefect 
and expectant Taotai Ling Ting-kwoh, in 
connection with the works undertaken for 
the fortification of the anchorage at An- 
An amount of Taels 


out of which he is proved to have 
embezzled at.least the sum of Tls. 14,377, 
to say nothing of possible ‘‘ squeezes ” 
that may have been perpetrated in the 
issue of wages, etc., for which no detailed 
accounts are forthcoming. The fort was 
built on the European model, and no fixed 
limit could soapeuengy: be gree 
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beforehand, under circumstances so novel, 
for the expenditure to be incurred. After 
commenting upon the villany of the 
delinquent in this case, it is requested 
that he be stripped of his rank and pro- 
secuted for the recovery of the amount, It 
is added that the present memorial is 
drawn up by the Governor, Ting Jih- 
ch’ang.—For rescript see Gazette of 
ith inst. (N. B.—The Prefect Ling Ting- 
kwoh is the official who for six years past 
has been vainly complained against by the 
mother of a military officer named Lin, 
whose murder he is accused of conspiring 
to effect. (See Gazette of March 30th.) 

(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, memorializes exposing the mal- 
practices which he finds to prevail in 
the administration of justice within his 
new jurisdiction. There is no more certain 
source of public demoralization, he points 
out, than the neglect of their judicial 
functions on the part of the territorial 
authorities, leading, as this must do, to 
extortionate practices indulged in by 
underlings, and to endless and ruinous 
delays in the settlement of proceedings. 
As a consequence of such a state of affairs, 
the violent and headstrong are driven to 
swell the ranks of banditti, whilst more 
artful characters drift into the embraces of 
alien sects. When formerly occupying 
the post of Governor of Kiangsu, the 
memorialist drew up certain rules for the 
conduct of judicial business, which he 
issued for the guidance of his subordinates. 
By these regulations, Magistrates were 
required to forward monthly reports of 
their judicial business in civil matters, 
and to placard at their gateways a board 
setting forth the names of all prisoners in 
custody, monthly returns of which were 
also to be sent in. These rules were 
subsequently adopted in Chihli by the then 
Governor-General Tséng Kwoh-fan, and 
in Fuhkien by the then Governor Pien 
Pao-ti. Notwithstanding this, the Go- 
vernor has found siuce his accession to 
office, that the obedience to the rules 
prescribed which is shewn by the district 
authorities generally is merely nominal. 
Their reports are habitually falsified, and 
teem with mis-statements and suppressions. 
The state of affairs he has discpvered is 
simply astounding. The Magistrate of the 
Min district (city of Foochow) has kept 
back reports of upwards of one hundred 
civil cases ; the Magistrates of the How- 
kwang and P’u-t’ien districts have each 
suppressed returns of upwards of two 
hundred cases, andso forth. As regards 
prisoners in custody, a similar falsification 
of the returns is revealed, The names of, 
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ten district Magistrates are recited, who 
have been deprived of their buttons and 
called upon to clear off all pending arrears 
within six months’ time, failing which 
they are to be impeached with a view to 
severe punishment. 

In a supplementary Memorial, the Go- 
vernor impeaches one Magistrate in par- 
ticular, lately in charge of the Chang-hwa 
district, for acts of gross misconduct. As 
requested, the delinquent is by rescript 
stripped of his rank and ordered to be 
placed on trial. 

May 24th.—(1) A Decree. Kwoh Sung- 
tao has memorialized, on the expiry of his 
congé, stating that he has not yet recovered 
his health, and again entreating permission 
to retire to his native place. We com- 
mand that he be granted a farther congé 
of two months, and that he need not 
retire. 

(2) The Governor of Chéhkiang reports 
the despatch of the whole of the grain- 
tribute for Peking due from that province 
on account of the collection for the year 
1875. The total amount of second-class 
and superior rice collected in the three 
prefectures of Hang-chow, Kia-hing, and 
Hu-chow, was 321,000 and odd piculs, 
yielding, after sundry local deductions, a 
total of pls. 313,700 for transmission to 
the North. This has been shipped in three 
instalments from Shanghai, the despatch 
of the first of which, on the 26th February, 
has already been reported. The second 
instalment was shipped as follows, viz., by 
steamer, pls. 32,400; and by junks, 30 in 
number, pls. 69,800 and odd. The ship- 
ment of the third instalment has now also 
been completed, in the proportion of 
39,200 and odd piculs by steamer, and 
55,000 and odd piculs by a squadron of 23 
junks, 

May 25th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from T's’ung-shih, acting Military 
Governor of Shéngking, who has reported 
that a noforious criminal named Tai Fa, 
for a number of years past a fugitive from 
justice, has at length been tracked by 
officers appointed for this purpose to the 
district of Pao-ti (uear Peking), and there 
apprehended. The prisoner in question 
having been handed over to the Board of 
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Punishments to be dealt with, it is com- . 


manded that on completion of his trial he 
be summarily executed and that his head 
be sent to Féng-t’ien to be publicly exposed 
there as awarning. Rewards are promised 
for the officers who have exerted them- 
selves in this matter. 

(2) The Governor of Kweichow, Li Pei- 
king, memorializes representing the _ 
BUres roposes—to take toward t 

res he prop vs Oks ate a C) 


suppression of secret societies. Early in 
February last, he received a despatch from 
the Grand Council, communicating the 
text of a Decree issued on the 16th 
January, in which reference is made 
to a memorial heretofore presented by 
Liu Kw’én-yih, stating that the secret 
society known as the Ko Lao Hwei 


se ; or Elder Brotherhood, has 
extended its ramifications over the pro- 


vinces of Hunan, Hupeh, Chéhkiang, 
Fuhkien, Yiinnan, Kweichow, Szech’wan, 
Shensi, Anhwei, and Kiangsi. The memo- 
rialist, pausing to admire the careful — 
forethought with which his Majesty aims 
at grappling betimes with threatened 
danger, observes that the secret society of 
the Ko Lao originated in the ranks of the 
army, and has now diffused its poison 
throughout all parts of the Empire. Its 
endeavours at the outset were directed 
toward inducing the ignorant peasantry 
to join its ranks, for the sake of obtaining 
protection for their persons and property ; 
whilst, at a later stage, the ranks of 
the society have been enlarged with 
fearless audacity, and treasonable designs 
have begun to be entertained. It is 
impossible to say what limit there 
shall be to the evil, unless prompt 
measures of repression be instituted against 
this ubiquitous organization. Li Han- 
chang, in a memorial on the subject, has 
shewn a complete mastery of its details, 
and the memorialist cites with approval 
his dictum that it is needless to institute 
any other rule in the matter beyond that 
of the immediate infliction of the full 
penalty of the law upon every offender. 
It is proposed that the local authorities in 
Kweichow shall employ the utmost 
vigilance, and that rewards shall be 
bestowed on every person who distin- 
guishes himself in effecting the apprehen- 
sion of a ringleader of the society. 


May 26th.—No documents of import- 


ance. 

May 27th.—(1) A Decree. The Grand 
Secretary Wénsiang was one who shone 
by the purity and integrity of his char- 
acter, no less than by the sedulous devo- 
tion of his intellect to the interests of the 
State. Loyal and stainless, far-seeing and 
straightforward, he was at once thorough 
in the earnestness that actuated his con- 
duct and inspired by sentiments of un- 
selfish wisdom. Singled out by the dis- 
criminating judgment of his Majesty the 
Emperor Wén Tsung Hien (Hienféng), he 
was honoured by advancement from the 
ranks of the civil service in the Capital to 
the position of av, Under-Secretary, whilst, 
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at the same time, he was admitted as a 
member of the Supreme Council of State. 
At a later period, their Majesties the Em- 
presses Regent and his Majesty the 
Emperor Muh Tsung I (T’ung Che) en- 
trusted him with renewed tokens of their 
confidence. In the fourth year of the reign 
T’ung Che (1865), when the province of 
Féngt’ien was overrun by hordes of mount- 
ed banditti, he was specially selected to 
command the forces sent beyond the Wall 
for the suppression of these disturbances. 
To his exertions the region affected was 
indebted for the restoration of order. 
Chosen subsequently to occupy a post in 
the Imperial Chancery, he proved him- 
self in the highest degree a pillar of the 
State. In all that related to the policy of 
government or the interests of the people 
at large, as well as in the conduct of inter- 
national affairs, he never failed to devote 
his utmost energies to the work before 
him, deserving, in absolute truth, the 
character of one who serves as right hand 
to his Sovereign. It was only when over- 
taken by ill-health, the result of protracted 
exertions, that he entreated leave, on 
repeated occasions, to resign his office. 
His sovereign was pleased to grant him 
periods of relief from duty, causing him 
to be prescribed for by the Imperial physi- 
cians, and bestowing upon him gifts of 
ginseng, with the desire that he might 
attend in undisturbed quiet to the need- 
ful care of his health. Enquiries, also, 
were constantly made concerning his state 
at the audiences of the Grand Council. In 
the midst of hopes that his life might be 
prolonged to an advanced old age, and 
that for many years he might be spared 
in the enjoyment ot the Imperial favour, 
We have now been overwhelmed with the 
profoundest sorrow on learning that he 
has passed away. We command that a 
Dhérani pall be awarded for his obsequies, 
and we appuint the Beileh Tsai Ch’éng 
(the eldest son of the Prince of 
Kung) to proceed immediately at the 
head of the ten officers of Our bodyguard 
to offer a funereal libation before his 
remains. As a mark of special favour, let 
a title of canonization be added to his 
name ; let posthumous advancement to 
the dignity of Chief Minister of the Empire 
be accorded ; and, with the posthumous 
honours due to the rank of Grand 


Let his son, Hi Che, after fulfilling the 
prescribed period of one hundred days of 
mourning, , succeed to the title. All 
official penalties recorded aginst his name 
in the course of his career are hereby 
remitted. For the awards to which he is 
posthumously entitled, let the department 
concerned examine the regulations and 
lay a report before Us. When the cofiin 
with his remains shall be in process of 
transportation to his native place, let all 
officials along the line of journey attend 
to whatever arrangements may be neces- 
sary. Onits arrival at the headquarters of 
his Banner, let Ts’ung-shih (the Military 
Governor at Moukden) repair to its reating- 
place and conduct a sacrificial service 
before it. This We ordain, in manifesta- 
tion of the earnestness with which We 
cherish the memory of Our departed ser- 
vant. 

May 28th.—(1) The Governor of Kiangsi, 
Liu Ping-chang, memorializes asking leave 
to retire from the public service in order to 
devote himself to the care of his mother, 
who is upwards of 80 years of age.—For 
rescript refusing the request, see Gazette of 
11th instant. 

(2) The acting Governor of Kwangsi 
reports the further*measures taken for the 
complete suppression of the recent insur- 
gent movement among the Miaotsze of the 
Ts’én clan. In obedience to instructions 
received by decree, the villages of the 
insurgents have been forcibly occupied by 
troops, and anumber of the ringleaders 
captured and executed. % 

(3), P’éng-yii-lin, the Inspector-General 
of the naval forces on the Yangtaze, 
memorializes reporting the completion of 
a portion of his yearly duty in April last, 
notwithstanding the enfeebled state of his 
health, which renders active exertion a 
work of extreme physical difficulty. 

May 29th.—(1 and 2) Decrees appoint- 
ing the assistant Grand Secretary Shén 


‘Kwei-fén to the office of the Supervisor of 


Secretary, let his name be enrolled among ~ 


those to whom sacrifices are offered in the 
Temple of the Wise and Good. We grant 
from the Treasury of the Household a 
donation of three thousand ounces of silver, 
and we bestow upon him the hereditary 
rank of K’i-tu-yw in the order of nobility. 


Google 


the Record Office of Imperial Decrees ; 
and Tsai Ling to the post of president of 
the Wu Ying Tien or Imperial Library 
and printing office. (N.B.—The above are 
appointments vacated by the decease of 
the Grand Secretary Wéusiang.) 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly 
memorialize respecting the appointment 
of a Magistrate to the District of Shanghai, 
the importance of which post is enhanced 
by the foreign relations which are entailed 
by the proximity of the European settle- 
ments at the port in question. The pre- 
sent incumbent of the District Magistracy 
of Kiang-ning (at Nanking), a native of 


Kweichow, named Mo Siang-che, aged 45, 
whose official career is recounted in all 
detail, is recommended as the most suit- 
able officer for the post.— Referred for the 
decision of the Board of Civil Office. 


May 30th.—(1) A Decree. Let Wen 


Ch’éng 54 FES succeed to the post of 
Commissioner of the Court of Transmis- 
sion. 

(2) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Canton memorializes reporting that, as a 
result of the investigation instituted into 
the damage done by the typhoon of Sept. 
22nd, 1874, it was found that 133 houses 
had been destroyed at the six tax-stations 
maintained in the neighbourhood of Hong- 
kong and Macao. The cost of restoring 
these buildings has amounted to Taels 
15,960; which the Superintendent has 
paid himself as a slight contribution to 
the public needs. 

May 3lst.—(1) A decree ordaining a 
renewed series of supplications, still more 
solemn, for rain in consequence of the 
continued drought. His Majesty will 
proceed in person on the 4th June, to offer 
incense at the Ta Kao-tien. 

(2) The Imperial Clan Court memoria- 
lizes, reporting its finding in the case of 
Tsai Kwén, the noble of Imperial lineage 
who has been put on trial for forcibly 
appropriating to himself certain Govern- 
ment lands and evicting the tenants there- 
from, with cther acts of violence.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 16th inst, 


June Ist—(1) A decree in reply to a 
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memorial from the Governor of Honan, . 


who has denounced a district Magistrate 
lately deceased, as a defaulter in large sums 
of revenue collected by him. The Governor 
aforesaid, and the Governor-General of 
Szech’wan, the native province of the 
deceased, are authorized to seize all the 
real and personal estate of the defaulter, 
to be applied in satisfaction of the claim 
upon him. 

(2-3) Two murder cases on appeal from 
Shantung and Chihli respectively. 

(4) The Governor of Chehkiang requests 
sanction for the expenditure of 11,400 
strings of cash for the repairs which are 
found necessary at the ancient temple 
erected at the site of the burial place of 
Yii the Great (B.C. 2200) in the district 
of Hwei-ki in that province. 

June 2nd.—(1) A decree. In four 
memorials received this day from Pao 
Yiian-shén, Governor of Shensi, the dates 
have been omitted. Let the proper Board 
take note of this gross act of negligence, 


and report to Us. 
Google 


(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Szech’wan, Wén K6h, memorializes request- 
ing a mark of Imperial distinction on behalf 
of acentenarian lady, upon whose virtuous 
conduct through life he pronounces a formal 
eulogy. The aged lady in question was 
born in the 41st year of the reign K’ien 
Lung, or A.D. 1776, and was consequently 
reckoned to have passed her 100th anniver- 
sary last year. She is at present living 
with her fifth son, a military officer. — 
Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

June 3rd.—(1) A decree conferring 
appointments upon the 339 successful 
graduates at the recent examination for 
the tsin-sze degree (see Gazette of May 6th.) 
The three highest in place at the eventual 
Hanlin examination have already received 
their nominations. Of the remainder, 
about one-third are named Shu Ki Sze, or 
compilers, of the Hanlin college ; another 
third are attached us probationers to the 
Metropolitan Boards ; and the remainder, 
with a few exceptions, are to be distributed 
by drawings of lot among the different 
provinces, for immediate appointment to 
the rank of district Magistrates. Aresidue 
of two or three inferior secretaries of 
Boards, who have taken the degree at this 
examination, are awarded each a step of 
advancement, 

(2) The Literary Chancellor of Sze-ch’wan, 
Chang Che-tung, exposes in a long 
memorial, the abuses and corrupt practices 
which abound in the literary examination 
system in the province. The bestowal of 
degrees is represented as having been 
converted into a system of traffic through 
which large profits accrue to the lin-pao, 
or persons whose function it is to give 
certificates of identity to the intending 
competitors, A number of devices are 
recapitulated, by means of which these 
persons coutrive to introduce substitutes, 
literary hacks in their own employ, in the 
guise of the real candidates for degrees and 
theirensuingadvantages. Themultiplicity 
of names under which one individual may 
be known ia cited among the causes that 
contribute to this state of affairs. Measures 
are duly taken, by bribery of the official 
clerks, to prevent discovery ensuing through 
comparison of handwritings. It may 
sometimes even happen that a candidate 
who has thus fraudulently obtained a 
degree will dispose of it for a consideration 
to a third person. Measures are proposed 
for ensuring greater strictness in the 
declarations taken from candidates and 
their lin-pao, Another abuse exposed is 
that of the extortion habitually practised, 
during and after the examinations, by 
threats of exposure of the irregularities 


which have beon purposely allowed to be 
practised until the right moment arrives. 


. Certain individuals makea regular business 


of this practice, and it not unfrequently 


: happens that they lay violent hands upon 


i 


od 


the persons they intend to blackmail, and 
hold them in durance until their demands 
are satisfied. The lawlessness in which 


: the candidates for military degrees indulge 
. is farther exposed. Rules are submitted 
: Which may tend, itis hoped, without the 


application of injudicious severity, to 


: check these evils in future. 


s 


June 4th.—Continuation and completion 


: of the above Memorial. For rescript see 


] 


 Glazette of May 19th. 


June 5th.—No documents of importance. 
June 6th.—(1) A decree conferring ap- 


-. pointments on the graduates at the Manchu 
. examinations. 


1" 


: Military Governor Yungts’ian. 


(2 and 3) Decrees making appointments 
to posts in the Ili command, under the 
Lieut.- 


: General T’ai K’ing is appointed to act as 





« which has now long prevailed in the region 
, around the capital, and which has also 
, extended, with greater or less severity, to 
‘the provinces of Shantung, Chihli, and 


,; the northern division of Houan. 


, of distress among the population. 


‘; commander of the Lli forces (ling tui ta 
- ch’én.) 


“(4) A decree referring to the drought 


The 
consequent rise in the cost of the neces- 


. saries of life cannot fail to be productive 


The 


- high authorities concerned are directed 
, to take measures for affording relief and 


_ being generated by 


warding off the extremity of suffering. 
Measures conducive to the provision of a 
supply of food are to be devised ; and the 


‘attention of the authorities is specially 
" directed to the danger of a plague of locusts 


the drought. The 


_moast active measures are to be taken to- 


ward destroying the insects before they 


: take wing. 


(5) The high authorities of Fubkien 


report some changes as follows in the 


’ subordinate 
administration. 


offices of the provincial 
The Prefect of Foochow, 


Lin K’ing-i, having become a Taotai by 


L 


‘the Prefecture at Foochow. 


purchase, the ofticor lately appointed 
Prefect of Taiwan, Chang Méng-yiian by 
name, is detained to take acting charge of 
His place at 


_ Taiwan is to be filled by a sub-Prefect 


‘named Sun Show-ming. 


& 


The Prefect of 
Ts’iian-chow Fu, Si Chén-yao, having 
been removed from his post, is to be 
succeeded by the Prefect of Yen-p’ing Fu, 


’ Tung Chao-kw’ei, and an expectant Prefect 


“named Chang K’i-yao is named as tem- 


porary successvr to the latt 
Orn Go gle 
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June 7th.—A decree in answer to a me 
morial from the Governor of Shensi, wh 
has denounced a Brigadier-General named 
Ch’éng Ting-kwei for harbouring a band 
of discharged braves, who have committed 
depredations in the provincial capital. 
Tho offender is stripped of his rank and 
is ordered to be sent back in custody to 
his native place in An-hwei, and kept 
under rigid surveillance. 

June 8th.—No documents of importance. 


June 9th.—(1) A decree in answer toa 
memorial from Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Ghihli, who has impeached 
Yeo Chén-ling Magistrate of the Ning-tsin 
district, for flagrantly corrupt conduct 
in judicial matters. He has not only 
allowed his underlings to practise extor- 
tion, and has shared in the illicit gain 
thus obtained, but he has even had the 
audicity to lend himself to measures de- 
vised with the object of defeating appeals. 
He is stripped of his rank and excluded 
for ever from the public service. 

(2) A decree referring for the considera- 
tion of the Board of Revenue a proposal 
advanced by the Censor Chow Shéng-chut 
who recommends that the area of sal, 
consumption formerly allotted to the yield 
of the region north of the Yangtaze 


HERG | dh be resumed, and smugyling 
from Szech’wan INH be put a stop to. 
(This refers to arrangements made in the 
early years of the Taiping rebellion, by 
which, on the navigation of the Yangtsze 
being interrupted, the salt produced in 
Szech’wan was allowed to be brought down 
for sale in Hupeh. See a mention of the 
subject in the ‘‘ Report of the Delegates 
of the Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce on the ‘I'rade of the Upper 
Yangtsze,” 1869.) 

(3) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
Wéu-yih, Manchu Commander-in-chief and 
acting Governor-General at Foochow, and 
Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuhkien, 
who have impeached certain civil and 
military officials, whose dismissal from the 
service and execution are respectively 
recommended. A Brigadier and brevet 
General named Chu Ming-téng is accused 
of leaving vacancies in the number of the 
braves under his command unfilled, and of 
giving sanction to the embezzlement of 
soldiers’ pay which was perpetrated by a 
Lieutenant-Colonel named Kwoh Chén- 
ming and other of his subordinates, in- 
cluding a Captain named Ho Tsi-tsu and 
a petty civilian officer named Kwoh Ping-i. 
The last named official and General Chu 
Ming-téng are stripped of, theic rank and 


dismissed the public service for ever. 
Kwoh Chén-ming and Ho Tsi-tsu, who are 
farther accused of having dealt in opium, 
which they sold to the troops under their 
command, are for their flagrant violation 
of military duty to be publicly decapitated 
in the presence of their troops 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting a 
fire which broke out on the 14th May, after 
along period of severe drought, in the 
Military stores close to the South Gate of 
the city of Tientsin. By means of great exer- 
tion on the part of the authorities, the fire 
was got under, but not until a quantity of 
percussion caps, tents, and old small arms 
had been destroyed. The shot and shell 
was recovered in a condition enabling it 
still to be used;and none of the other 
stores or of the adjacent buildings were 
injured, nor were any lives lost. The 
matériel appertaining to the army around 
Tientain is, as a rule, kept in store at 
Taku, Sing Ch’éng, and the other fortified 
places, the stores of foreign gunpowder 
being deposited at the magazine at Ma-ti 
Wan on the bank of the Peiho. The 
foreign artillery and small arms of the new 
patterns are stored at Ta Shéng Sze, the 
north Granaries, Wan T’ow, and the Treaty 
Josshouse (Hai Kuang Sze), all of which 
places are at some little distance from Tien- 
tsin ; and an intermediate store for receiving 
and delivering arms of all descriptions was 
consequently established in the city at the 
point above mentioned. A special officer, 
Yang Ta-yiieh by name, was put in charge 
of this department, and although it is 
ascertained on enquiry that the late fire 
was occasioned by spontaneous combustion, 
owing to the excessive heat of the weather, 
the responsible officer is nevertheless liable 
by law to the infliction of a penalty for the 
outbreak of the conflagration. It is re- 
quested that he be deprived of his button. 
— Sanctioned by rescript. 

June 10th.—_({1) A decree based upon 
a memorial from the acting Military 
Governor of Shéng-King and the Lieut.- 
Governor K’i-yiian, who have reported the 
result of an enquiry which they have carried 
into effect, in obedience to a decree, with 
regard to the conduct of Mu-t’u-shan, 
acting Military Governor of the adjoining 
province of Kirin, on his being denounced 
by the Censor Téng K’ing-lin for employing 
unfit subordinates and other malpractices. 
Although the charge of neglecting his 
troops and of showing indifference to the 
interests of the people are not sustained, 
impropriety of conduct, which has exposed 
him to public criticism, has nevertheless 
been proved, As he has, in the meanwhile, 
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been dismissed the public service on other 
grounds (see Gazette of May 12th), it is 
unnecessary to deal further with his case. 
Certain Manchu officers, under his orders, 
are variously punished for acts of extortion 
and corrupt conduct. 


(2) The Governor-General and Generalis- 
simo Tso Tsung-t’ang, memorializes in 
conjunction with his adjutant-general Liu 
Tien, reporting the Spring inspection and 
review of the troops constituting the 
garrison of Lan-chow Fu. This was held, 
according to regulation, on the 25th April 
last, much to the satisfaction of the 
memorialists. The troops were exercised 
in skirmishing and light infantry move- 
ments, platoon firing, artillery, and rocket 
practice, in all of which they showed 
themselves thoroughly drilled, excelling in 
efficiency the mode of warfare with sword, 
spear, and shield. Rewards have been 
bestowed on the most deserving. 

(3) The Governor of Hunan memori- 
alizes interceding on behalf of the former 
Governor of the province, Liu Kw’en, 
who, after being twice degraded several 
steps of rank for official shortcomings, was 
superseded in 1872 and ordered to proceed 
to Peking to await farther employment. 
He then obtained sick leave; and it is 
now besought, as eight years have passed 
away since his first offence, that he may be 
reinstated in his rank and allowed, on the 
restoration of his health, to look for 
re-employment.—Referred by rescript for 
the consideration of the Board of Civil 
Office. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan reports his 
having sanctioned the remission of the 
likin tax upon maize within the limits of 
the province, in view of the high price of 
breadstuffs. Grain exported to other pro- 
vinces to pay the tax still.—Rescript : It 
is noted. : 

June 11th.—(1) A decree commanding s 
renewed series of supplications for rain to 
be held on the 15th inst. His Majesty 
will offer incense himself at the Ta Kao-tien. 

(2) The Brigadier-General of the Ma-lan 
command (north-eastern part of Chihli, in- 
cluding the neighbourhood of Ku-pei 
K’ow) reports upon forest fires y) 
which devastated part of the imperial 
woodlands near Jeh-ho during the months 
of February and March last, and the 
measures instituted for combating their 
spread by the action of the soldiery and 
country people. 

June 12th.—No documents of importance. 

June 13th.—The Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang provinces memorializea 


with reference to Colonel Shang Ch’ang- 
mow (a member of the Han Kiin or 
Chinese Banner force), who, having 
for his services as commandant of the 
steam gunboat squadron been recom- 
mended to the Throne and placed on 
the list of expectant Brigadier-Generals 
of a Manchu command, is required in 
accordance with recent regulations to pro- 
ceed to Peking for audience. It is repre- 
sented that as the services of the officer in 
question are specially valuable, in con- 
nection with the international questions 
which are of frequent occurrence in 
Kwangtung, and also with the measures 
rendered necessary for the suppression of 
brigandage and piracy, his retention for 
the moment at Canton is specially desir- 
able. He has long acted as Commandant 
of the Tuh Piao, or Governor-General’s 
own brigade, and his local knowledge is 
highly valuable. It is requested that he 
: be allowed to delay his departure for 

Peking until after the autumn examina- 
tions are over. 


June 14th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 


June 15th.—(1) A decree based upon 
’ representations from the Censors Chang 
Shéng-tsao and Li T’ing-siao, who have 
* memorialized upon the urgent necessity 
' for remedial measures entailed by the 
‘ drought with which the North of China 
‘ has been visited. They request, as a first 
‘ step, that funds be vouchsafed from the 
Imperial treasury. The Board of Revenue 
is commanded to consider and report 
without delay. . 


(2) The Governor of Kweichow memo- 
rializes reporting that on the departure of 
‘ the Financial Commissioner, Lin Shao- 
‘ yiian, on his way to Peking for audience, 
the Judicial Commissioner of the province, 
Yii Sze-ch’u, has been appointed to act in 
« his stead, : 

(3) The same authority memorializes 
* requesting sanction to a change of name on 
' the part of a brevet Brigadier-General, now 
' known as Li K’i-shu, who has petitioned 
' stating that his own family surname is 
' Chu, and that he had been given in 
adoption, when a child, to-a maternal 
, uncle named Li, who was at that time 

childless. His adoptive father having now, 
: however, had issue, he requests permission 
; to return to his own family stock and 
, resume the surname Chu. The Governor 
certifies that no penalties are on record 
_ against the applicant’s name, nor any 
’ sentence of exclusion in perpetuity from 
| the public service.—Referred by rescript 

to the Board of War. Go gle 


June 16th.—(1) The Governor of Cheh- 
kiang memorializes reporting the appre- 
hension and conveyance to Peking of an 
individual whose testimony is required in 
the appeal case now pending before the 
Board of Punishments, his name having 
been found ona scrap of paper which was 
discovered in the possession of Shén Yi- 
she, the mother of the man alleged to 
have been poisoned by his wife Ko 
Pi-she, on her being searched on arrival 
at Peking. 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Go- 
vernor of Shéng-king, and the lieutenant 
Governor, K’i-yiian, memorialize reporting 
the amount of public funds they have 
received from the date of the commence- 
ment of their mission of enquiry on the 
8th April, 1875, up to the 28th January, 
1876, on which date the Board’s despatch, 
communicating the establishment of the 
new form of provincial organization, was 
received. For all the expenditure of the 
special mission, a sum of Taels 24,600 was 
drawn from the Customs’ treasury of Shan 
Hai Kwan, of which amount Taels 18,520 
have been expended. 

June 17th.—(1) A Decree of the Em- 
presses Regent, in answer to a Memorial 
by the Censor P’an Tun-yen, who has 
solicited that the Prince of Ch’un (father 
of the young Emperor) be relieved of his 
official appointments, The Censor has 
refered to the Prince’s memorial, presented 
in January, 1875, after the elevation of 
his infant son to the Throne, in which the 
Prince himself besought this grace; and 
gees on to particularize the various State 
appointments which have, notwithstand- 
ing, been imposed upon his Highness, 
including the post of superintendent of the 
studies which the young Emperor has. 
lately entered upon. The Censor likewise 
prays that public distinction be conferred 
in some shape upon the deceased Empregs 
Consort of the late reign, in order that 
hidden virtue may be made to shine forth. 
The Empresses Dowager declare that the 
Censor has grossly misinterpreted the 
motives that actuate his rulers. His 
memorial has filled them with astonish- 
ment, As regards the late Empress 
Consort, a title of honour was conferred 
upon her after her de@ease, and there can 
be no question of a change which is totally 
uncalled for. That the Censor should give 
the reins to his own imagination, and 
unwarrantably address the Throne, is in 
itself an act of folly ; but that he should, 
still further, have the boldness to intro- 
duce into a memorial statements without 
foundation, derived from rumour alone, 
is yet more gravelyreprehensible. Let 


P’an Tun-yen be handed over to the Board 
for the decision of a severe penalty. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of 
Min Cheh and the Governor of Fubkien 
jointly memorialize, denouncing certain 
officials, civil and military, for making 
~ false returns, embezzling the pay of their 
soldiery, and trafficking in opium. Re- 
ports of misconduct among the officials 
in Formosa having reached the high 
authorities, confidential instructions were 
sent by the Governor, Ting Jih-ch’ang, 
to the Taotai of T’aiwan to institute an 
investigation. The result has been the 
inculpation of a brevet-general named 
Chu Ming-téng, who is shewn to have 
neglected to fill up vacancies in the ranks 
of his force which had been caused by 
deaths from endemic desease, and to have 
been guilty otherwise of culpable laxity. 
A Lieutenant-Colonel, a Captain, and a 
petty civilian functionary under his com- 
mand are found to have combined together 
to embezzle the pay of the soldiery, and 
to have engaged, furthermore, in a traffic 
iu opium, which they sold to the troops. 
It is requested that the brevet-general and 
the civilian functionary be dismissed for 
ever from the public service ; and that the 
two remaining offenders be condemned to 
suffer the last penalty of the law in pre- 
sence of their troops.—Sanctioned by re- 
script already published. 

June 18th.—(1) A decree, in answer 
to a memorial from Li Hung-chang, who 
has reported that an official of the Imperial 
Household, named Sii Ch’ang, has conspired 
with a brother of his, named Kwei Ch’ang, 
and certain country landholders, to give 
himself out fictitiously as an officer charged 
with an Imperial commission to enquire 
into some pending question relating to 
property in the department of Yen-k’ing 
Chow. The brother, Kwei Ch’ang, has 
manufactured a fraudulent official seal in 
connection with the affair. Si Chang is 
stripped of his rank, and is handed over to 
the Board of Punishments to be dealt with. 
The apprehension of the other brother is 
at the same time commanded. 

(2) The Censor Chow Shéng-chu memo- 
rializes, soliciting that the system under 
which, at present, the salt produced in 
Szech’wan is allowd@ to find a market in 
Hupeh and Hunan may be abolished, and 
the supply produced on the north-eastern 
seaboard may be restored to its former 
position of authorized monopoly. The 
Introduction of the Sze-ch’wan salt, he 
shews, was consented to as a temporary 
expedient during the rebellion, when 
Nanking was in the possession of the 


insurgents, and ey Out consequently 
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impassable ; but since 1868, on the recom- 
mendation of the late Governor-General 
Tséng-kwo-fan, measures have been taken, 
by increasing the duty on the Sze-ch’wan 
salt, to encourage the importation of 
supplies from the eastward again. Not- 
withstanding the action of government, 
however, the authorities of the province 
of Hupeh have done all in their power to 
support the Szech’wan trade,—so much 
so that the eastern salt depéts have been 
shut out from a demand extending to 
upwards of 200,000 yin per annum, ‘the 
yin of the Hwai Nan salt area being of 
600 catties each. This, moreover, inde- 
pendently of the contraband trade. The con- 
duct of the late Governor-General of Hu- 
kwang, Li Han-chang, is attacked by the 
Censor with great acerbity. He is accused 
of favouring the Szech’wan salt-trade by 
all means in his power, even to the extent 
of ordering the withdrawal of guardboats 
heretofore employed to prevent contra- 
band practices in Hunan.—Rescript, refer- 
ring the subject for the deliberation of the 
Board of Revenue, already published. 

June 19th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting Mili- 
tary Governor of Shéng-king, and his civil 
colleague, K’i Yiian, report the result of 
the enquiry undertaken, in obedience to a 
decree received by them on the 29th March 
last, into the conduct of Mut’ushan, 
Military Governor of the adjacent province 
of Kirin.—Rescript already published. 

(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuhkien, 
reports that the newly appointed Director. 
in-Chief of the Foochow Arsenal, Wu 
Tsan-ch’éng, arrived at his post and took 
over the seal of office on tife 23rd May. 

June 20th.—(1) A decree, commanding 
that a memorial board be prepared and 
forwarded to Wén Pin, the Governor- 
General of the Grain Transport, to be sus- 
pended in the Temple of the River God at 
Yang Chwang, in testimony of gratitude for 
the divine assistance reported as having 
been vouchsafed to the grain squadron on 
its way northward. 

(2), Ts’ung-shih, Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, reports the receipt of the new 
seal of office, issued to him in his capacity 
ae Governor-General (Z'suig-twh), under the 
system lately adopted for the provincial 
organization in Manchuria. The seal was 
used for the firat time on the 2ud inat., 
after having been brought from Peking by 
the special officer who was despatched to 
take it in charge. 

June 21st.—No documents of importance. 

June 22nd.—(1) A decree, referring to 
the drought which still continues, notwith- 
atanding the often repeated supplications 
for rain. Now, that the gummer solstice 


has passed, and the heavens still withhold 
their moisture, the need experienced by 
the tillers of the soil is most serious in 
degree. It is commanded, therefure, that 
as an addition to all the other solemn 
services that have been held, a sacrifice 
shall be offered on the 28th inst., at the 
Altar of the Spirits of the Land and Grain, 
at which the Prince of Kung shell act as 
the sovereign’s deputy, commencing with 
a fast upon the 25th inet. [N.B.—The 
sanctuary referred to above, is, under 
ordinary circumstances, sacrificed at by the 
Emperor alone, and resort to it in the 
present instance indicates a sense of the 
most pressing necessity and danger]. 

(2) A decree, referring to the foregoing, 
and commanding a renewed series of 
intercessions, on the 28th inst., at all the 
State temples, his Majesty proceeding in 
person to the Ta Kao Tien, as usual. 

(3) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kweichow, Liu Ch’ang-yeo, memo- 
vializes, reporting that having set out 
from the provincial capital of Hunan on 
the 29th of March, on his way to his new 
post ; and having been met on his journey 
by a despatch from the late acting Governor- 
General Ts’én Yii-ying, urging his speedy 
arrival, he left his boats aud hastened 
forward by land, arriving at the provincial 
capital of Kweichow on the 16th April. 
He here received, from the hand of an 
official sent to meet him by Tsén Yii-ying, 
the seal of office as Governor-General, of 
which he forthwith assumed charge. 
Knowing that anxiety must prevail on the 
subject at Peking, he sends the present 
anemorial by special courier, in lieu of 
forwarding it by the ordinary government 
post, as would be in regular order. 

June 23rd.—(1) A Decree based upon a 
report presented by the Board of Revenue, 
in obedience to commands issued in con- 
sequence of the Memorial by the Censor 
Chang Shéng-tsao on the subject of the 
prevailing drought, The Board has pro- 
posed that tle Governments of the pro- 
vinees of Chihli and Féng-t’ien, and of 
the region surrounding the capital, be 
instructed to devise the requisite measures 
of relief; and also that a sum of 1'ls. 
100,000 be allotted from the treasury of 
the Board for distribution. This proposal 
is sanctioned ; and the high authorities 
above referred to, together with the 
Governors of Shantung and Honan, are 
commanded to decide upon ,the proper 
means of bringing supplies of food within 
reach of the people, by the establish- 
ment of relief agencies, and to guard 
with the utmost vigonr against peculation 
on the part of underlin It if left to 
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the high authorities concerned to decide 
whether grain shall be purchased from a 
distance, ur whether contributions shall be 
solicited in each jurisdiction, 

June 24th.—(1) Li Hung-chang, Go- 
vernor-General of Chihli, reports the 
escape of a prisoner whilst being conveyed 
to Peking under sentence of death by 
strangulation, as an accessory to a murder. 
The Magistrate of the Féng-jun district 
has reported that on the 12th of April last, 
the prisoner in question arrived under 
escort at his district city, having been 
sent forward from the acjacent district of 
Lu-lung, to be conveyed to the provincial 
capital to await the order for execution. 
On the following day, after due examina- 
tion of the prisoner’s fetters, he was sent 
on in custody of local policemen to the 
district of Yii-tien, lying next on the 
route. The jail-warden, being unwell, 
was not able to proceed in person’ with 
the escort. On the afternoon of the 
same day, when at a point 20 li from 
Yii-Vien, the escort was attacked by nine 
men, some mounted and some on foot, 
who dragged the prisoner from the 
cart, knocked off his fetters, helped him 
to mount a pony, and made off. Such 
being the case, it is requested that, in 
addition to the measures to be taken for 
the recapture of the escaped felon, the 
three district Magistrates concerned may 
be subjected to a penalty. ‘The Magis- 
trate of Yii-tien is not exempt from a 
charge of negligence, although the prisoner 
had not yet reached his hands, since the 
rescue took place within his district. — 
Sanctioned by rescript, commanding the 
Board to award the proper penalty accord- 
ing to law. 

(2) In a further Memorial, Li Hung- 
chang reports the completion of the works 
undertaken for the repair of the walls of 
Pao-ting Fu, the provincial capital of 
Chihli, which were greatly dilapidated and 
were still farther injured by'the heavy 
rains of 1873. A system of labour relief 
works was instituted, for the benefit of 
the starving population deprived of their 
means of support through the floods of 
1872 and 1873; and a sum of Tis. 25,596 
has been disbursed for the maintenance 
of the gangs of men by whom the re- 
building of the walls has now been com- 
pleted. 

June 25th. — (Court Circular.) — The 
Office of Gendarmerie reported the appre- 
hension of certain prisoners charged with 
highway robbery, who have been handed 
over to the Board of Punishments. 

‘The Censors Chang Shéug-tsao and Li 
T’ing-siao memorialize soliciting attention 


to the measures of relief which are rendered 
necessary by the prevailing drought, and 
urge timely action for the provision of 
means of support for the population of the 
region now afflicted. (See Rescripts al- 
ready published.) 

June 26th. — Li Ho-nien, Governor- 
General of Fuhkien and Chehkiang, and 


_ Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuhkien, me- 
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morialize reporting the trial and sentence 
of the guilty parties in a case where cer- 
tain criminals forming a gang of smugglers 
had fired upon and killed a tide-waiter in 
the foreign Customs, while resisting cap- 
ture. 

In May, 1875, it came to the knowledge 
of P’éng Liian, acting Magistrate of the 
district of Min, that a criminal named 
Lin Yi-nun, while engaged in defrauding 
the revenue, by smuggling opium from a 
steamer at Ma-wei (Pagoda Anchorage), 
had fired upon and killed a tide-waiter in 
the foreign Customs, a British subject, 
named Pi-la-lo (Blacklock.) Upon report- 
ing the matter, the Magistrate was directed 
by your servant Li Ho-nien, and the late 
Governor Wang K’ai-t’ai, to take part 
with Héh-chéng, Commissioner of foreign 
Customs at the port of Foochow, in view- 
ing the body. They found a shot wound 
in the chest, which was the actual cause of 
death. The Commissioner caused the 
body to be buried, and gave a gratuity 
{to the family.] It appears that Lin 
Yi-nun had already been engaged in acts 
of smugyling, in the month of April, 1875, 
and that the Magistrate P’éng Liian, while 
making inquiries with a view to his appre- 
hension, had also moved the foreign 
Customs at Foochow to detach the tide- 
waiter Blacklock to assist in the arrest. 
Vhis criminal, then, beginning with 
numerous audacious acts of smuggling, 
had added to these the crime of shooting at 
a foreigner; and unless the immediate 
arrest and severe punishment of this man 
were made to follow, the due protection of 
the revenue, and respect for the laws 
would alike be ignored. Accordingly, 
officers, both civil and military, together 
with the gun-vessel Min-an, were des- 
patched to céoperate with the force 
acting under the orders of the res- 
ponsible military authorities and dis- 
trict Magistrate, in using their utmost 
endeavours to apprehend the guilty parties. 
In due course, a report was received, 
announcing the arrest of Lin Yi-nun, 
Ch’én Huang-chung, and Ch’én Mei-ti. 
At the examination of these men before 
the Judicial Commissioner, it was elicited 
that Lin Yi-nun, Ch’éu Huang-chung, 


the district of Min, and acquaintances of | 
old standing. In April, 1875, Lin Yi-nun 
formed a project of embarking in an opium 
smuggling venture, asa highly profitable 
enterprise, and he proceeded to form a 
gang consisting of his clansmen Lin Kuo- 
ch’ang, Lin Shih-erh-chih, Lin Ch’i-hui, 
and Lin Cheng-hinug, it being arranged 
that each should contribute a certain 
amount of capital. With this money they 
purchased from certain Cantonese, whose 
names are unknown, 12 balls of opium, 
which Lin Yi-nun, Lin Kuo-ch’ang and 
the others surreptiously conveyed by un- 
frequented mountain paths to the districts 
of Yung-fu and Ch’ang-lo, where it was 
disposed of, the proceeds being divided 
between Lin Kwo-ch’ang and the rest. 
The Magistrate, at the time, instituted 
inquiries with a view to the arrest of 
the offending persons, and on his motion 
orders were given by the Commissioner of 
foreign Customs at the port of Fuochow to 
the tide-waiter Blacklock, to assist in 
seizing the smugglers, but without result, 
On the 26th of May, Lin Yi-nun having 
ascertained that a steamer had arrived and 
anchored at Ma-wei, he again arranged with 
his clansmen Lin Ch’ang-si, Lin Tao-yang, 
Lin Tao-t?ung, and a neighbour named 
Ch’én Pi-ku’ei, that each should provide 
funds with which to purchase 20 balls of 
opium from the same unknown Cantonese, 
with whom it was agreed that payment 
should not be made until after delivery of 
the opium. Lin Yi-nun procured a fast 
boat, and, with firearms in his possession, 
set out accompanied by Lin Ch’ang-si and 
the others to take delivery of the smuggled 
[opium.] He had further engaged Ch’én 
Huang-chung, and Ch’én Mei-ti to work 
the boat, promising to pay them extra 
well when he had made sure of his gains. 
Ch’én Huang-chung consented, and that 
night, during the second watch (9 to 1L 
p-m.), when the boat had reached Ma-wei, 
they saw a foreigner keeping strict watch on 
board the steamer, and were thus prevented 
from accomplishing their purpose. Ch’én 
Huang-chung was directed to take the 
boat round to a secluded spot and there 
remain, while Lin Yi-nun went alone to 
the house of the Cantonese, and paid him 
one hundred dollars, the price agreed 
upon. During the fourth watch (1 to 3 
a.m.) he returned to the boat, and told 
Ch’én Huang-chung to take it alongside 
the steamer to receive the smuggled 
[opium.] As it happened, they were 
descried by the foreigner Blacklock, who 
fired, and raised an alarm. Lin Yi-nun 
discharged his piece to prevent being 


and Ch’én Mei-ti were all three natives of | seized, and struck Blacklock in the cheat. 
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. Ch’én Huang-chung, and Ch’én Mei-ti’ 


. with the boat. 


joined in the shouting, but did not raise a 
hand. Lin Yi-nun threw away his gun, 
and told Ch’én Huang-chung to make off 
When apprehended and 
examined, they made a confession to this 


effect. ; 


This being a matter of international 


import, and the attendant circumstances 


of extreme gravity, Your servant and his 


. colleagues, upon receipt of the Mayistrate’s 


report, directed Chang Tung-liang, a Cap- 


_ tain in the Foochow garrison, and P’éng 


Liian, acting Magistrate of the district of 
Min, to conduct the prisoner Lin Yi-nun 
to immediate execution, as the first pro- 


ceeding taken with a view to punishment. 


_ recovery 


. Cl’én Mei-ti and the other prisoner were 


reported to be lying ill. Upon their 
they were again arraigned, 


before the Judicial Commissioner Chang 


. Yoh-ling, who sent them up for supe- 


rior examination. Your servant and 
his colleagues caused the prisoners to 
be produced, and subjected them to a 
searching trial, at which they confirmed 
without reserve their previous statements. 
Inquiry showed that they had not been 
connected with the acts of smuggling, 
and that when Lin Yi-nun opposed 
the attempt to effect his arrest, they 
merely joined in the yelling and shouting, 
without taking part in the attack, A 
searching examination failed to shake 
their statements, or to shew that anything 
had been suppressed or misrepresented in 
the case. ‘The law provides as follows :— 
Where acrime has been discovered, and 


. the officers of government send men to 


make an arrest, and in resisting the police 


. one of their number is killed, the prin- 
. Cipals (in the murder] shall suffer sum- 


mary decapitation. The law further lays 
down that, where an escaped criminal 
resists apprehension, and kills the person 
attempting his seizure, the sentence is 
d+-capitation, and in the case of acces- 


, Sories, a penalty less severe in one degree. 


In the case under consideration, Lin Yi- 
nun formed a gang to defraud the foreign 
Custom House, and after a warrant had 
been issued for his apprehension, he still 
persevered in his criminal course, and in 
resisting capture fired upon and killed 
Blacklock,  tide-water in the foreign 
Customs. Blacklock had been directed 
to assist in detecting [the prisoner] 
at the instance of the Magistrate, and, 


therefore, was in the position of a 
person sent by an officer of the 
Government to effect an arrest. Sen- 


tence has to be pronounced, therefvre, 
accurding to the law. ne case of Lin 
° oogle 


Yi-nun comes under the section follow- 
ing :—Where a crime has been dis- 
covered, and the officers of Govern- 
ment despatch police to effect an 
arrest, should resistance to the police 
result in the death of one of their number, 
the principal offender shall suffer immediate 
decapitation. The sentence of summary 
execution has been pronounced, and has 
already been carried into effect, on the 
spot where the crime was committed ; it 
need therefore not be taken into further 
consideration. As regards Ch’én Huang- 
chung and Ch’én Mei-ti, no warrant was out 
for their apprehension, neither were they 
parties to the acts of smuggling. When 
Lin Yi-nun resisted the attempts to capture 
him, they merely joined in the shouting, 
aud did not strike a blow. Their case, 
[therefore], isnot met by the law imposing 
banishment on accessories, a8 contained in 
the clause under which Lin Yi-nun was 
condemned tv be executed; but, never- 
theless, as these criminals hired their 
services to work the boat, and were pre- 
sent and shouted at the time that Lin 
Yi-nun resisted capture, they become 
accessories, and must come under the 
law which provides that, when a criminal 
causes death in resisting apprehension, 
the punishment of the accessories 
shall be one degree less severe than 
that of the principal. As one degree 
less severe than the punishment of death 
awarded to the principal by the statute, 
the sentence on each is that he receive 
one hundred blows, and be banished to 
the prescribed region, 3,000 li off, the per- 
sonal penalty being commuted [as allowed 
by law] A limited period has been 
allowed for the arrest of the offenders who 
are at large, viz., Lin Ch’ang-si, and his 
confederates, as well as the unknown Can- 
tonese who sold the smuggled opium. 
Whenin custody their trialand punishment 
shall be proceeded with. . The murderous 
weapon, it was stated in evidence, was 
thrown away, so its recovery need not be 
attempted. The Commissioner of Customs 
has attended to the interment of the 
remains, and has given relief [to the 
family. ] 

Copies of the evidence and confessions 
are being sent to the Ministers of the 
Board of Punishments, and to the Yaméu 
of Foreign Affairs, for their information ; 
and Your servants, in conjunction with 
Wén-yih, Tartar General at Foochow, 
being of one accord, humbly present this 
Memorial, upon which, prostrate, they 
entreat the Sacred Glance of their Majes- 
ties the Empresses, aud His Majesty the 
Emperor; and they further pray that the 


Board of Punishments be directed to con- 
sider and report, that action may proceed. 
To the foregoing Memorial the Grand 
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Council has received a rescript in the’ 


following words:— Let the Board of 
Punishments consider and report.” 

June 27th.—(1) A Decree. The Censor 
Wu Hung-én has memorialized Us repre- 
senting that changes ought not to be preci- 
pitately introduced in the likin taxation 
upon Szech’wan salt. Let the Board of 
Revenue consider, and report upon this 
subject. 


(2) A decree appointing Pao Ying FRR 


to the post of senior Resident at Kobdo, 
vice T’o-lun-pu, lately allowed to retire. 


Kwei Siang HET is appointed successor 


to Pao Ying jin the post of assistant 
Resident. 
(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the de- 
tection and arrest of an impostor, who 
had made his appearance at Yen-k’ing 
Chow, in the prefecture of Siian-hwa Fu, 
where he gave himself out as an officer of 
the fourth rank, employed in the depart- 
ment of the Imperial household, deputed 
to proceed on a mission of inspection of 
lands heretofore appropriated to the 
mperial use for the production of fruit. 
His arrival was heralded by a despatch, 
‘ purporting to proceed from _ the 
Household office, desiring all local 
authorities along the line of his journey 
to proyide him with lodging, main- 
tenance, and transport. He had a suite 
of 11 persons. The suspicions of the de- 
partment magistrate being aroused, this 
officer questioned him closely with regard 
to his official antecedents, and on the 
impostor finally losing heart and being 
thrown into confusion, his effects were 
searched, and aseal engraved on stone was 
discovered, impressions of which were 
found to correspond with the stamps 
affixed to a number of documents sealed 
in blank which Sii Ch’ang, the inculpated 
person, had with him. He is found to 
belong to one of the Peking banners, and 
to have rank asa petty military officer. 
In concert with his brother, Kwei Ch’ang, 
he had concocted the idea of giving 
himself out as an officer of the Household 
proceeding upon this mission, as a means 
of obtaining money. The impostor and 
his followers, only one of whom was 
cognizant of the intended fraud, are in 
custody.—For rescript see Guzette of 
18th. inst. , 
(4) The Censor P’an Tun-yen memorializes 
with reference to the Prince of Ch’un, the 
present Emperor's father, who, in Januar 
ae eterty CaO sale 7 


1875, on the elevation of his infant son to 
the Throne, besonght permission to resign 
all his offices of state. His Highness has, 
notwithstanding, been retained in posts of 
duty, notably: in the superintendence of 
the Imperial studies, and his consequent 
position as a Minister with reference to 
his own son is attended by peculiar 
difficulties. The Censor entreats therefore, 
that regard may be had to the prayer 
heretofore expressed by the Prince himself, 
and that he be relieved of all official cares 
without exception. 

In a second memorial the Censor refers 
to the consort of his late Majesty, the 
Empress canonized as Hiao Cheh I Hwang 
How, who departed this life on the 27th 
March, 1875, before the expiry of the 
hundred days of mourning for his departed 
Majesty. So sudden a decease struck the 
whole Empire with amazement and sor- 
row, and the public ways were filled with 
reports of divers kinds. By some it was 
said that her Majesty had fallen into 
incurable sickness through grief; by others 
that she had shortened her days by 
refusing to take sustenance. If state- 
ments such as these be true, the noble 
constancy thus manifested deserves some 
conspicuous form of celebration, as the 
only means of consoling the disembodied 
Majesty in Heaven, and of responding to 
the wishes of the myriads of the people. 
It is not to be supposed that the drought 
now prevailing is solely due to the absence 
of measures such as those now suggested ; 
but on the other hand, if by a special Decree 
the virtue now undistinguished were made 
gloriously to shine forth, this might, not 
impossibly, serve as a means of conciliating 
the powers of nature. The Censor humbly 
submits for consideration the advisability 
of bestowing upon the late Empress an 
altered title of canonization. (For rescript, 
severely censuring the Censor for his pre- 
sumption, see Gazette of June 17.) 

June 28th.—A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Ts’ung-shih, Military 
Governor of Shéngking, who has reported 
the execution of the repairs needed at the 
King Tien Koh, or Hall in which the 
portraits of the successive Emperors are 
preserved at Moukden. The Imperial as- 
tronomers are directed to select an auspi- 
cious day for the transference of the 
portraits to the building in question. 


No other documents of importance. 


June 29th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by a memorial from the 
acting Governor of Kiangai, reporting the 
result of an investigation into a case in 
which certain,alterations were unlawfully 


made in an essay handed in at the examina- 
tions of last autumn. 

June 30th.—(1) A decree referring to 

the visitations with which during the last 
few years the province of Chihli has been 
successively afflicted, and to the severe 
drought which is now prevailing. In 
addition to the partial exemptions from 
collection of arrears of land-tax granted 
in 1871-1873, total exemption is now 
accorded, and proclamations embodying 
this decree are ordered to be issued. 
. (2) A ‘second decree on the subject of 
the prevailing drought and scarcity. In 
conformity with a request on _ the 
part of the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang, sanction is given to the reten- 
tion [xt Tientsin for distribution] of a 
portion of the grain supply being sent for- 
ward for the service of the present year to 
Peking. The whole of the maize forming 
the latter portion of the grain supply from 
Shantung, together with 2,900 piculs 
coming forward from Newchwang, and 
11,700 piculs on the way from other 
districts of Manchuria, is to be retained in 
this manner. Proper measures are to be 
devised for the distribution of these sup- 
plies, the authorities bearing in mind, as 
the first essential, that relief 1s to be placed 
equally within the reach of all, and 
that not a single person be left deprived 
of the means of subsistence. 

(3) Wén Pin, Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport, reports the passage of the 
whole of the junks laden with the rice 
from Kiang-peh for Peking, across the 
boundary between Kiang-peh and Shan- 
tung, to continue their progress north- 
ward. The number of vessels is 611, 
earrying 110,500 piculs of rice. On the 
23rd March last, they completed their 
passage over the locks at ‘I's’ing-kiang-p’u, 
and, notwithstanding the great difticulties 
entailed this year by want of water in the 
Canal, which has been met by digging out 
the channel in places to greater depth, the 
grain squadron was at length towed past 
the boundary station at Hwang Lin 
Chwang, on the southern border-line of 
Shantung, on the 8th June. 

July Ist—(1) A decree in answer toa 
memorial from the high authorities at 
Foochow, reporting the occurrence of dis- 
astrous floods, and the measures that have 
been instituted for the relief uf the suf- 
ferers. Several prefectures, beside that of 
Foochow, are represented to have been 
visited by an excessive rainfall in the 
course of the present year, and this, com- 
bined with an unusually high state of the 
tides and the swelling of the rivers, caused 
the neighbourhood of Fyochow ad the 
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city itself to be flooded to a depth varying 
from a few feet to four or five yards. The 
loss of life and property that ensued is 
deeply deplored ; and the high authorities 
are commanded to see that the requisite 
measures of relief be instituted by their 
subordinates. Supplies of food are to be 
provided as may be necessary. 

(2) The Board of Revenue memo- 
rializes in obedience to the decree issued 
upon the request presented by the Cen- 
sors Chang Shéng-tsao and Li T’ing- 
siao (see Gazette of June 25), urging that 
measures of relief be taken in consequence 
of the drought and threatened famine in 
the northern provinces. After reciting 
the text of the memorial and decrees 
already issued, the Board proceeds to 
recommend, in conformity with the pre- 
cedent of 1867, that a sum of Taels 
100,000 be provided from its Treasury 
toward the wants of the province of Chihli ; 
and farther suggests that a portion of the 
maize now coming forward from Shantung 
be detained at Tientsin and placed at the 
disposal of the provincial authorities. 
(For rescript, see Gazette of 23rd June). 

July 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Kwang Show 
has memorialized Us, referring to the 
drought of the season and the calamitous 
condition of affairs, and praying that 
injunctions be laid upon all officials 
throughout the Empire to bestir themselves 
actively in cultivating a higher tone of 
rectitude. At the present moment, -when 
the state of affairs is involved in so many 
difficulties, when peace has not ensued 
upon the military operations undertaken 
on the Western frontier, when the public 
revenue is the reverse of abundant, and 
the people at large are straitened in their 
means of livelihood, the season of drought 
which afflicts this year the population of 
the region surrounding the capital, and the 
provinces of Chihli, Shantung, and their 
neighbourhvod, has affected Us by day 
and night, in the recesses of Our palace, 
with feelings of the profoundest grief and 
anxiety. It is your duty, O ye officers of 
Government of every degree throughout 
the-Empire, to arouse your energies and 
devote your undivided attention to the 
discharge of your duties, without lapsing 
to the smallest extent into mere routine, 
At the seat of government, let all superior 
authorities devote themselves sedulously 
to forwarding the proper discharge of the 
duties of their respective departments, and 
observe with careful attention the charac- 
ter and activity displayed by their 
subordinates. In the provinces, let the 
Governors-General and Governors, attend 
with the utmost,,care,.to all that 


affects the interests of the country and the 
happiness of the people. Still more is it 
incumbent upon them to prescribe in the 
rectitude of their own conduct an exam+le 
to their subordinates, and to be at once 
rigorous and discerning in denunciation of 
the unworthy and in advancement of the 
deserving, to the end that all efforts may 
be united toward coping with the perils 
of the time, and that the highest form of 
order may daily be advanced. In such 
wise will response be given to the 
Sovereign’ a earnest exhortation. 

- (2) Te’ung-shit, Military Governor of 
Shéngking, and the local vice-President of 
the Board of Works at Moukden memo- 
rialize reporting certain buildings apper- 
taining to the Imperial Mausvlea to be 
in a state of extreme dilapidation, and 
request authority for the execution of 
repairs. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih, Military Governor of 
Shingking, denounces a district Magistrate, 
living in retirement at his native place in 
the ‘l’ieh-ling district, for the offence of 
levying an unauthorized toll upon the 
traffic passing along a line of roadway 
which traverses land under his ownership. 
The road in question was diverted from its 
earlier course some time ago, so as to pass 
through the delinquent’s property, owing 
to the old track having become imprac- 
ticable, and he took advantage of this to 
levy a toll of 50 cash per picul on all grain 
transported over his land. The local 
authorities were moved to interfere, and 
they finally purchased some fifty odd mow 
of land from himself and 36 other pro- 
prietors to be converted into a public road- 
way; notwithstanding which he has set 
their orders at defiance, has pulled up the 
boundary marks, aud has continued to levy 
his tolls. Sanction for his degradation and 
trial is requested.—Granted by previous 
rescript. 

July 3rd.—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor of Shun-t’ien Fu reported a fall of 
rain at Peking to the extent of three 
inches (of vertical saturation. ) 

(1-3) Decrees appointing Literary 
Examiners for the Examinations to be 
held during the coming autumn for the 
provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and 
Fuhkien. 

(4-6) Memorials from the acting Go- 
vernor-General of Hu Kwang, reporting 
the despatch of funds from the provincial 
and Customs’ treasuries in discharge of the 
liabilities imposed by various Imperial 
decrees, For the army of Tso Taung- 
tang on the northwest frontier, in 
addition to Tls. 200,000 which it was con- 
trived .to provide, aud beige forward 
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some months ago, an additional amount of 
Tis. 180,000 has now further been allotted 
for the same purpose, which is to be 
conveyed to its destination in charge of a 
special officer. The total amount thus 
contributed from the exchequer of- Hupeh 
should be held to represent, it is requested, 
the quota due from that province for the 
ten months ending in December mrext. 
For the supply of funds to Peking, 
Hupeh has been assessed by the Board of 
Revenue in the amount of ‘I'ls. 300,000 
for the current year, to be drawn from 
the foreign Maritime Customs’ revenue at 
Hankow. Three instalments of Tls. 30,000 
each have already been remitted, and a 
fourth is now reported as having gone 
forward. In addition to the foregoing, it 
has been ordered that a monthly payment 
of Tis. 20,000 from the 2/5ths division 
(Peking quota) and of Tis. 30,000 from 
the 3/5ths division (provincial quota) of 
the foreign Maritime Customs’ revenue at 
Hankow is to be remitted by way of sup- 
plies to the army chest of Li Hung-chang’s 
command ; and a remittance to the above 
amount, derived from the receipts of the 
sixty-third quarterly period of the Customs’ 
collectorate, has now been sent forward. 

July 4th.—No documents of importance. 

July 5th.—(1) A decree giving expres- 
sion to the Imperial sorrow on learning, 
through a memorial from Yung-ts’iian, 
Military Governor of Ili, that the lieuten- 
ant general (ling tui ta ch’én) of the So-lun 
command, Erkénpat’u, has succumbed to 
an attack of illness. 

(2) The Governor of Chéhkiang me- 
morializes reporting the expenditure in- 
curred within the province in providing 
for the transport of the detachment of 
Manchu soldiers, with their families, who 
were removed two years ago from the 
sedentary garrison at Téh-chow to recruit 
the numbers of the force settled at Hang- 
chow Fu. One captain, two lieutenants, 
and two hundred men were ordered by 
decree, on the application of the Manchu 
commander-in-chief in Chéhkiang, to be 
thus transplanted ; and the numbers of 
the force, on its arrival, were as follows, 
viz., 3 olttivers, 199 men, 129 young men 
and boys, 242 women and girls, and 55 
female children of tender age. ‘The amount 
of Tls. 415 was expended by the Magistrates 
of four districts in Chéhkiang in providing 
them with transport to Hangchow. 

July 6th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial sorrow on receipt of intelligence 
of the decease of the Resident at Hami, 
Wén-lin, whose services in the command 
he has held at that exposed point are 
warmly extolled, 





(2) A decree deploring the continuance 
of. the drought, which it has been sought 
fur so long’a time past to avert by con- 
tinued supplications ; and which is scarcely 
relieved by the slight amount of rain that 
has thus fer fallen. A renewed series of 
sacrificial ceremonies is ordained to be 
held on the 1!thinst., at all the State tem- 
ples: The Prince of Kung is to repre- 
sent the Emperor at the most solemn of the 
services held. 

(3) A decree, appointing Ming Ch’un 

to the post of Resident at Hami, 


and a‘Manchu fu tu-t’ung, named Téh- 
k’é6h-ki-na, to proceed from Peking as his 
successor in the post of Assistant-Resident. 

(4) The Censor Wu Hung-én memori- 
alizes, combating the views expressed 
in the memorial lately presented by 
the Censor Chow Shéng-chu on the 
subject of the Szech’wan salt trade (see 
Gazette of June 18.) He represents that, 
as a question of revenue, the proposed 
exclusion of the Szech’wan salt from 
the consumption area it has been allowed of 
late years tu occupy in Hupeh and Hunan, 
would be highly injurious ; and observes 
that the Censor who proposed this step 
has been misled into recommending an 
ill-considered policy, through giving ear to 
the one-sided representations of the salt 
trade of Hwai-nan (the north-eastern sea- 
board producing area). 

The amount of salt alloted by regulation 


’ to the Hwai area, to be sent forward 


for consumption annually, is 1,820,000 
yin, the total levy upon which, in the 
shape of salt tax and likin combined (k’o li 


= does not exceed some Taels 


3,000,000. On the other hand, according 
to the rules laid down defining the areas 
tu. be supplied respectively from the 
Hwai region and from Szech’wan, five 


4 prefectures and one department in Hu- 
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and one department in Hunan, 


peh, 


: are assigned to the Szech’wan salt trade, 
: which delivers about 160,000 yin per an- 
‘num, yielding li k’o to the amount of 


something over ‘Taels 2 000,000. The 
Ceusor justifies the insinuation levelled 
against tue informants of his colleague, by 


' Observing that in the Hwai region, the 


likin on salt is light in amount, and the 
trade distinguished by grave abuses, as a 
consequence of which the trader profits. 
In Szech’wan, on the contrary, it is the 
likin that is heavy, and the abuses of the 
trade that are slight in degree. Here, the 
State is the gainer. The explanation 1s 
that the capital sunk in the first instance 
on the part of the eastern salt traders 


being relatively small, HDPE are 
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very considerable ; whilst, on the other 
haud, the Szech’wan traders are exposed 
to a heavy outlay of capital in the first 
purchase of the salt. The Provincial 
Government of Szech’wan levies, besides, 
li k’o to the amount of 10 or 15 cash per 
catty, and at [-ch’ang (in Hupeh) another 
levy of the like amount takes places, sv 
that Szech’wan pays li k’o of about 30 cash 
per catty. The demands incident to the 
province of Hupeh for annual contingents 
of funds to Peking and other provinces, 
and the military expenditure within the 
province itself, as well as nnmervus con- 
tingents drawn from the Szech’wan Ex- 
chequer, amounting altogether to more than 
Taels 2,000,000, are all assessed upon the 
revenue derived from the li k’o on Sze- 
ch’wau salt. Were the advice of the 
Censor Chow to be taken, and the whole 
of Hu Kwang region to be restored to the 
eastern salt traders for supply, the 770,000 
yin per annum, which is their regulation 
limit (the yin of the Liang Hwai area 
being of 600 catties each) would yield at 
the utmost but ‘Ts. 1,600,000 or Taels 
1,700,000 per annum; whereas the Sze- 
ch’wan salt, disposed of to the amount 
of about 160,000 yin, yields a revenue 
of more than Tis. 2,000,000. Six rea- 
sons against wanton interference’ with 
the Szech’wan salt trade were set 
forth in detail in 1869 by Li Hung-chany, 
when Governor-General of the Two Hu 
provinces ; and it is prayed that the system 
may continue to be maintained intact. 
(For rescript, see Gazette of June 27.) 

(5) Wén-yih, Manchu Commander-in- 
chief at Foochow, memorializes, reporting 
his assumption of the seal of office as 
acting Governor-General of Min-chéh, on 
the 21st May, on the departure of Li Ho- 
nien for Peking. 

July 7th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, Military Go- 
vernor of Shéngking, reports the steps 
taken iu the case of a captain of the 
Manchu troops guarding the Imperial 
Mausolea near Moukden, named San-yin- 
na, who has committed the offence, here- 
tofore so common, of arrogating to himself 
jvdicial functions. and imprisoning and 
torturing persons over whon he had no 
authority. By rescript in reply, sanction 


is given for the degradation of the offender © 


and his being placed on trial. 

(2) P’éng ‘I's’u-han, commander-in-chief 
of the naval forces of Fuhkien, reports 
himself from Amoy astemporarily invalided 
in consequence of a visit he recently 
paid, at the request of the provincial 
government, to the North-east cvast 
of Formosa, From Sawo he proceeded 
sume distance intoothe| iuterior, finding 


that, of the settlers in this unwholesome 
region, only natives of Kwangtung and 
Fuhkien, men of strong constitution to 
boot, succeed as a rule in acclimatizing 
themeelves. Of those from other ports of 
China, 70 or 80 per cent. fall ill. The 
memorialist himself was shortly attacked 
with symptoms of fulness in the head, 
prostration of strength, and loss of ap- 
petite. After his return to Amoy, he 
found his diaphragm congested, and treat- 
ment has as yet been unavailing. His 
medical adviser diagnoses his complaint 
as arising frum an internal accumulation 
of malarial humours, and an affection, 
externally, by chills. Sanction is solicited 
accordingly to a month’s congé, which the 
Memorialist proposes devoting to medical 
treatment. 

July 8th.—(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, memorializes with re- 
ference to the measures proposed for 
relief during the impending scarcity ; and 
requests permission to detain for issue in 
the province, the maize which is at present 
on its way from Shantung and Manchuria 
to Peking.—For rescript see Gazette of 30th 
June. 

(2 and 3) Memorials from the office of 
Gendarmerie, forwarding two appeal cases. 
The first is from a native of Hupeh, who 
complains of the murder of his nephew by 
some fellow villagers, in 1873. Attempts 
to obtain justice from the provincial 
tribunals have been fruitless. The second 
is from natives of Féng-t’ien, who complain 
against certain persous whose names are 
given, for the murder of two of their re- 
latives whom they attacked and robbed of 
their horses on the road, killing one of the 
victims on the spot and mortally wounding 
the other. 

July 9th. — (Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reported a fall 
of rain at Peking, to the degree of profound 
saturation. 

(1) A decree of thanksgiving for the rain 
which has at length fallen at Peking. In 
token of gratitude for this manifestation 
of the bounty of the Supreme, sacrificial 
services are to be performed at the State 
temples. 

(2) A decree referring to the ‘iron 
tablet,” which has been brought to Peking 
from the temple of the Dragon Goud at 
Han-tan, in Chihli, and lodged in the 
Ta Kwang Ming temple, as a means of 
invoking rain. The fall which has now 
been vouchsafed, calls for an expression of 
reverent gratitude. A title of honour, 
consisting in the characters Ling ying chao 
yeo shéng tsing (the Saered Well which 
affords i cari a rarer | to prayer, and 
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sheds the light of assistance upon those 
who stand in need), is conferred upon the 
reservoir in which the iron tablet habitu- 
ally reposes, and an inscription to this effect 
is ordered to be prepared by the proper 
office. (N.B.—For an account of the 
‘iron tablet,” see the North-China Daily 
News” of 29th May.) 

July 10th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Wén-yih, Tartar General 
and acting Governor-General at Foochow, 
who has exposed certain irregularities in 
the administration of the salt revenue 
system, in the shape of warrants granted 
to the contractors for the monopoly in the 
west of Fuhkien, through the operation of 
which an annual loss in the shape of duty 
and lekin (# gL k6-li), amounting to 
Taels 26,000, has accrued to the revenue. 
The person chiefly responsible for this loss 
is the late Salt Comptroller, Luh Sin-yiian, 
who obtained on application the sanction 
of the Governor-General Li Ho-nien to the 
arrangement in favour of the salt con- 
tractors ; but the actual incumbent of the 
post, Lu Sze-kieh, is also held’ to be 
culpable, inasmuch as he did not discover 
the irregularity immediately on his return 
to duty, and notwithstanding the fact that 
he has voluntarily come forward to disclose 
the state of affairs. The three officials 
named are handed to the Board for the 
determination of the penalty appropriate 
in each of their cases. 

(2) Kwang-show, president of the Board 
of War, memorializes on the present 
calamitous state of affairs, in connection 
with the drought of the season, and en- 
treats that the official body throughout the 
Empire be exhorted to cultivate a higher 
degree of moral rec'itude, as a means of 
inviting a state of concord with the hea- 
venly powers and of thus contributing to 
relieve the difficulties which at present 
exist. It was held of old, he represents, that 
in times of uuseasonable rain or drought, 
the ministers of the’ Empire should confess 
themselves to blame ; and this because one 
principle alike actuates the Sovereign and 
his servants, who should be moved, in 
their several stations, by one common 
sentiment of reverence. It is not fitting 
that the burthen of care and anxiety 
should be wholly left to the Sovereign tu 
bear, whilst the ministers beneath him 
enjoy ease undisturbed. At the present 
moment, in the fact that the western 
marches are unquiet, the revenue is 
in a state of deficiency, and the 
people are hampered in their means of 
livelihood, sufficient cause for anxiety 
already exists;.. whilst the protracted 


drought, which has lasted now since the 


‘ beginning of the year, affords an even 


greater cause of solicitude, by dayandnight, 
to the breast of His Majesty. It behoves 


’ the ministers of the Sovereign, therefore, 


’ in fulfilment of their duty to their Imperial 


master, to strive in the cultivation of 
moral rectitude, eudeavouring by united 
reverent efforts to fulfil the maxim that 


' Heaven’s will is performed by truthful 
= effort, not by mere outward show. 


It is 


. besonght that the official body throughout 


f 


the Empire may be exhorted to put away 


: the prevailing vices of the time, in the 
« shape of supineness, routine, and absolute 


neglect of duty.—-For rescript, see Gazette 


: of 2nd inst. 


July 11th.—(1 and 2) Memortals from 


Tao Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General of 


* Shensi and Kausuh, and Liu Tien, his 
* colleague for the conduct of the Western 


* campaign, with reference to certain judicial 
" cases pending in the province of Kansnh, 
“ ‘Phe cages in question are those of criminals 
" condemned to death for murder before the 
| dssne of a decree dated the 29th June 
' 1874, by which (in honour of the Empress 


Mother’s 40th birthday), the issue of the 
autumnal death-warrants, both at Peking 
6ud in the provinces, was ordered to be 
suspended for the year, notwithstanding 
that the assizes for the revision of sentences 


* were to proceed as usual, A further post- 








ponement of execution took place in 1875 
(owing to the accession of the new 
Emperor to the throne.) A summary of 
the case of one individual is given, who 
had murdered a female servant employed 
in the same house with himself, on her 
refusing to continue relations of illicit 
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{ntimacy which had begun between the » 


two; and it is represented that his case 
does not admit of leniency in the way of 
Commutation, ‘lhe present memorials are 
forwarded by Liu ‘Tien, the Governor- 
General ‘Tso Himself having left his official 
post at Lan-chow Fu and proceeded toward 
the scene of military operations, 

(3) K’ing-ch’un and Kw’el-ch’ang, the 
Manchu commandants in Cl’ahar (Inner 
Mongolia), report that they have re- 
Celyed a pressing . application from 
the Military Governor at Ulfasutai 
for the despatch to that place of the 
whole of the supplies of provisions for the 
garrison due for the current year, since, 
Owing to difficulties in the way of transport, 
the rations of the soldiery constantly ru 
short at present. They had accordingly 
Caused the proper authorities to hire 
bullock carta, to the number of 1,958, which 
have been lafided with 5,845 piculs of grain, 


and whicli have been despatched by the } 
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traders’ road from Kalgan to Uliasutal. 
The cost tfansport amounts to 
Tis, 3.3 per picul, constituting a total of 
Tis. 19,288.56. : 

July i2th—(1) Lhe acting Governors 
General and the Governor of Fuhkion 
memorialize reporting the disasters sua 
tained tn the neighbourhood of Foochow 
through unusually severe floods. Tha 
affluents of the river Min were swollen by 
heavy raiua during the early part of the 
year, not @ single day of fine weather 

aving been experienced for months past 3 
and tle state wf affairs was at length 
aggravated by a downpour at Foochow 
which lasted without any intermission from 
the {th tothe 10th af Juve, The swelling 
of the waters caused by this extraordinary 
rainfall, increased by unusually high tides, 
caused the suburbs of Foochow to be 
inundated toa depth varying from 8 or 10 
to as much as 1t-ov 15 feet. Even at the 
highest elevation of the site, in the 
neiylhbourhood of the North gate, the water 
Jay a couple of feet in depth, Immense 
sufferiug was the inevitable consequence 
among the population, for whose relief, 
however, the unthorities bestirred theme 
selves actlyely. Boats were employed to 
go to the rescue, and ladders were let down 
from the walls to euable the denizens of 
the suburbs to clamber toa place of safety. 
Lodging was given them in the gate towers 
and temples, Biscuit aud other provisions 
were distributed among the homeless and 
destitute multitude, The flood finally 
began to abate on the 15th of Juneg but 
many of those whose dwellings had been 
destroyed continue to lodge temporarily on 
the city wall. Precedents for the disburses 
ment of Government funds in relief to 
the distressed householders ara adduced 
under similar eircumstances in 1834 and 
1844, and sanction for the outlay incurred 
fa requested accordingly. ‘I'he present 
memorial is seut by a special steames to 
Shanghai, and the District Magistrate. 
there is requested to have {t forwarded to 
Peking at the rate of 400 li per diom, 

July 13th.—(1-3) Decrees appoiuting 
Literary Examiners for the Examinations 
about to be held iu Kansuh, Hunan, and 
Szech’ wan. 

(2) Li Han-chang, in a supplementary 
Momorial, adverts to his report sent fore 
ward sume time ago froni Yiinnan Fa, in 
which he stated: that on receiving the 
appointiuent of Governor-General of 
Szech’wan, he had caused a new stamp to 
be engraved On wood for use in conuection 
with hia mission of enquiry (into the 
Mowein voutrage}—aes Guzette of Ayrtl 
3rd. Ho representa that, as he is duw at 


his native place, attending to the restora- 
tion of his health, and has no public 
business to deal with, it is his intention 
after despatching the present memorial to 
destroy the temporary seal in question. 
Any documents he may hereafter have to 
lay before the Throne, he will stamp with 
the seal of the local authority within 
whose jurisdiction he may be staying. 
—Reacript: It is noted. 

July 14th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, Governor: 
General of Shéng-king, suggests the aboli- 


tion of a very unpopular tax called H 4B. 


This is a daily contribution of a certain 
number of cash levied from every shop- 
keeper, the amount varying from 1,500 
cash for a large shop, to 20 or 30 cash for a 
amallshop. This tax was instituted in the 
6th year of Hsien Féng, (1856) at the same 
time with the lekin tax, and was more or less 
an experimental impost. The memorialist 
has made careful enquiries, and finds that 
it is not only a most unpopular tax, but it 
also bears very hardly upon those who 
have to pay it. Whether his business be 
good or not, every day each shopkeeper 
has to pay this fixed sum, and the result 
is that the large shops are gradually de- 
creasing in number, the owners finding it 
more advantageous to close them and open 
small ones, in order to avoid the tax. It 
was estimated that it would realise annually 
a revenue of 400,000 tiao (a string of 
1,000 local cash), but of late only 240,000 tiao 
have been collected. By lekin, on the other 
hand, a yearly revenue of over a million tiao 
is obtained, and although the memorialist 
will not go so far as to say that by the 
abolition of the shop tax, the lekin will be 
increased, still, until it is abolished, the 
lekin tax cannot be properly adjusted. 
—Rescript : Let it be as requested. 

July 15th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Board of Punishments to investigate a 
charge brought by one Ting Yung-fu, a 
native of the Shun-t’ien Prefecture, ayainst 
Ch’én Fu, servant of the Censor Lung- 
kwang, whom he accuses of having acted 
in collusion with one Ting Jé-kung, to get 
his father put in prison on a false charge, 
where he died. 

(2) Ming-ch’un reports the death of 
Wén-lin, Resident at Hami. ‘he deceased 
officer had applied for a month’s leave in 
the spring of the year, being at the time 
in failing health, and died some days 
afterwards, placing in the memorialist’s 


hands before he died, his 33 f8 or testa- 


mentary memorial. The memorialist gives 

a sketch of the deceased officer’s career, 

showing how he distinguished himself in 

operations ra the Y on many 
O e 


occasions, at Urumtsi, Hami, and else. 
where, and concludes with a request that 
similiar posthumous honors may be cun- 
ferred upon him to those granted to a 
Lieutenant-General of a Banuer Corp: 
who has distinguished himself in the field. 
The decree has been recorded. 

(3) A memorial from Ming-ch’un, Assist- 
ant-Resident at Hami, praying for funds. 
He is apprehensive lest the death of Wén- 
lin should cause the high authorities of 
Shantung, Shansi and Honan to be 
remiss in forwarding the contributions 
due from them. He begs they may be 
instructed to lose no time in sendiuz 
these. 

(4) Yung-ts’iian ERB Military Gov- 
ernor of Ili, and Ying-lien, report the 
death of Oérh-ken-pa-t’u, officer in com- 
mand at So-lun. 

(5) Yung-ts’iian memorialises beseech- 
ing the speedy appointment of a successor 
to relieve him in his present post. Since 
his return from the Russian territory 
and the surveying expedition in which 
he was engaged for several years, 
during which time he was exposed to 
alternations of heat and cold, he has 
suffered from constant rheumatic pains, 
eruptions on his face, and general 
debility.—Rescript : Let Yung-ts’iiam take 
one month’s leave. Should any question 
of importance arise, let him as before give 
his earnest attention to it. 

(6) Shén Pao-chéng memorialises de- 
scribing the difficulty that has been expe- 
rienced this year in getting the grain 
junks up the canal, owing to the waut 
of water, which in one spot was not 
more than a few inches in depth. The 
heavy rains somewhat increased the depth, 
and with great difficulty, and heavy 
expense, smaller boats having to be hired, 
the grain has been brought as far as the 
borders of Shantung. Whether it will be 
possible to take it higher is problematical. 
The Governor-General complains that such 
a condition of things has never been known 
in the history of grain transport, The 
boats were detained over forty days in one 
place, and when at last they did move, it 
was only with an enormous expenditure of 
labour that they made a little more than 
ali a day.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 

July 16th.—(1)The Commandant at Jéh- 
ho reports the trial and sentence of certain 
persons who feloniously entered the Im- 


perial Hunting Park a to slaughter 
the animals preserved there, and killed 


and wounded some of the ofticers and 
soldiers sent.to, arrest them, 
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July 17th.—(L) A memorial from Yii 
Siao-t?uan and Yiin K’ing-jui, officers in 
charge of the Imperial Mausolea, reporting 
that on the night of the 2nd July, during a 
violent thunderstorm accompanied by heavy 
wind and rain, the large archway in front 
of the Mausoleum entitled the Hiao-ling, 
_was struck by lightning, and the upper 
portion of it burnt and destroyed. The 

memorialists have made careful enquiries, 

and have no doubt whatever that the 
injury was caused by lightning, still, 
as they were in charge of the Tombs, 
‘and were unable at once to extinguish the 
" fire, they deserve punishment. They pray 
“ therefore that they may be relegated to 
the proper yamén for punishment. 
/ (2) A memorial by the same officers, 
- setting forth at some length the disad- 
_ vantage under which the ofticers on duty 
at the Imperial Mausolea Jabour by being 
. compelled to accept a monetary commuta- 
. tion in lieu of the rice to which they are 
‘entitled as a portion of their salaries. 
- Officers were sent regularly to T’ungchow 
to take delivery of this rice, until the 
year 1875, when owing to certain, unavoida- 
. ble causes, it was temporarily discontinued. 
They pray that the amount of -grain to 
which these officials are entitled may 
again be issued to them.—Referred to the 
_ Board of Revenue. 
(3) Wu Yuan-ping, Governor of Kiangsu, 
. Submits a list of officers upon whom he 
requests reward may be conferred, they 
. having foregone the anti-extortion allow- 
-ance (yang lien) to which they were 
entitled. By regulations drawn up in the 
year 1864, it was enacted that officers who 
, accepted exchequer notes in lieu of the 
anti-extortion allowance due to them, 
should, under certain conditions, have 
‘honorary rewards conferred upon them. 
Referred to the Board of Revenue. 
(4) Wu Yuan-ping forwards a compara- 
tive statement of duties collected at the 
four Customs Barriers of Yangchow, for 
the Ist year of Kwangsii (1875). The 
whole of this amount has been devoted 
to military expenditure, payment of 
salaries, &c. The total still remains smaller 
than that of the three former periods, but 
this is to be accounted for by the fact that 
since the opening of the coast and rivers 
_to foreign trade, the greater part of the 
“staple products of the North and South 
have been carried in steamers and sailing 
vessels, while as for opium, and other 
imports and exports, in the first instance 
somewhatscarce, once the foreign merchant 
- comes in and carries them under transit 
pass, none of the regular duties can be 
levied upon them at the various barriers 
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along the route. All that can be done is 
to inspect the goods and allow them free - 
passage. On the other hand, the sixty- 
second quarterly instalment of the transit 
duties collected at the Foreign Customs at 
Chinkiang amounts to seventy-one thous- 
and several hundred taels. Thus, on the 
one side there is a surplus, and on the 
other a deficiency which, for the various 
causes assigned, no amount of energy on 
the part of the Chinese collectorate is able 
to control, 

(1) July 18th.—A memorial by Yii-luh, 
Governor of An Hui, reporting the rehear- 
ing of an appeal case of long standing. 
Tan T’ai-ch’in, the defendant, resided 
in the district of Ting-yuan, in the 
same tithing with a woman named Hwoh. 
During the depredations of the Nien-fei, 
the inhabitants of the district organised a 
corps of militia for their own protection, 
and Tan Siao-lao-érh, one of Tan J’ai- 
ch’in’s clansmen, organised a company 
consisting of members of the clan, of 
which he constituted himself the head. 
On the approach of the rebels, he and 
his company went over to them, and 
Tan Siao-lao-érh thought this a fitting 
opportunity to demand from the woman 
Hwoh her daughter, whom he wished 
to make his concubine. The woman 
Hwoh refused, whereupon he proceeded to 
attempt to carry her off by force. The 
attacking party were however beaten off, 
and ‘I'an Siao-lao-érh was killed. This 
was the origin of a feud between the Tan 
and Hwoh clans, which lasted for many 
years, the Tan clan on frequent occasions 
avenging themselves by attacking the 
woman Hwoh; killing her nephew at 
one time; abducting her sister-in-law 
at another; and finally driving her 
away altogether, when they took pos- 
session of her property. When order 
was restored in the district, the Tan 
clan returned to their allegiance, and 
a nephew of the woman Hwoh came back 
to look after the land she had lost, but he 
ran foul of the Tan clan, and they killed 
him.—With this case is mixed up another, in 
which the appellant, a woman called Sung, 
is also the victim of a family feud. The 
memorialist describes at great length the 
steps that have been taken to effect an 
equitable settlement of both cases, and 
the penalties that have been inflicted on 
the guilty parties. 

July 19th.—(1) A Decree. Chang Tung, 
late Magistrate of Jéhol, now deprived of 
his post, during his tenure of office at the 
three Magistracies of Luan-p’ing, Ch’ao- 
yang, and Féng-ning, having shewn defi- 
cieucies in the monies to be rendered by 


him, amounting to over Taels 3,200, he 
has been repeatedly allowed a fixed time 
within which to make good this amount, 
but has not yet done so, Let Juilien cons 
fiseato all the property or money he may 
have at his temporary place of residence, 
or within his jurisdiction, in satisfaction 
of this debt; and les Wa Yuan-ping 
(Governor of Kiangsu) seize any family 
Property he may possess at his native 
BCR 
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(2) Wéu-pin, Governor-General of the 
grain trausport, forwards a list of monies 
subscribed by graduates before the closing 


of the Ch’ing-hual office iy YE for the 


recetpt of public subscriptions (45 fy), 
and zequests that the usual rewards may 
be conferred upon the subscribers, ‘hia 
Office was closed at the memorialist’s ree 
commendation, but, prior to its closing, 
there were certain amounts subscribed, of 
which he requests honourable notice may 
be taken. Then follows an explanation of 
the rate at which cash and ch’ao (BD), 
or government notes, were reckoned at 
different times, concluding with a list of 
the subscriptions above alluded to, and 
thelr equivalent value in taels, 

(3) Wén Yih, Acting Governor-General 
‘of Min-Cheh, reports the result of enquiries 
he has made into certain unauthorised 
changes in the Salt Regulations of the 
Province, whereby a loss to the Revenue 
fs entailed. The late Salt Commissioner 
Lu Sin-yitan took upon himself to allow 


the issue of certain Permits called FES, 


or. Waste Notes,” to salt merchants ; 
these waste notes giving them the privilege 
of taking out, free of Jekin and other 
taxes, twenty per cent. of the whole 
amount for which they had obtained 
licences, The change was authorised in 
- @ most careless and informal way by the 
late Governor-General, and the system 
has been pursued by the present Salt 
Commissioner. The memoralist objects 
to the practice as being irregular, and at 
the same time entailing a serious Joss of 
Revenue, which just at this time, when 
Yuan Pao-héng (Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue) is urging the raising 
of the price of salt, is most inappropriate, 

(4) A_ memorial from Wén-pin (Goe 
vernor-General of Grain Transport) object- 
ing to the appoiutment of Chang Ts’unge 
lung to the post of Brigadier-General of 
T’éng Yiieh (Momein), and requesting that 
he may be retained in his present post, as 
his services cannot well be dispensed with, 


—Rescript ; Legit be ene stented, 
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July 20th._—(1) A Decree. K’wei-ling 
and Kwei-ch’ing memorialise that they 
have, in obedience to commands, {nves- 
tigated the circumstances attending the 
injury to the great archway at the Jm- 
perial Mausolea, ‘They have mado caxeful 
Measurements, and now submit a memo- 
randum of the repairs required. Let 
Kwei-ling and Kwei-ch’ing at once re 
verently and carefully execute the repair 
enumerated in their list. 

(2) Li P’ei-king, Governor of Kweichow, 
recommends an officer to the post vacated by 
Téug Yu-téh, a Lieut.-Colonel, who has 
been transferred to the post of Brigadier. 
General at fd 379, in Yunnan, He also 


recommends several other minor military 
romotions and transfers. 

(3) The Court of Censorate memortalise, 
presenting a petition lodged by a Mongol 
woman named Wu, who complains thai 
her father and mother, and her paternal 
uncle and his wife, have been murdered 
by her cousin T’u-la-pa-t’u, who seized 
all her father’s property, and eventually 
attempted to take her life, but she escaped, 
with the loss of all her jewellery and orn: 
ments, She had failed in obtaining justice 
at Jéhol, and other places at which she 
had lodged a complaiut.—Referred in the 
usual manner, 

(43 Wang Wén-shao, Governor of Hu: 
nan, requests that four officers. who have 
been wounded at different times in action, 
may be exempted from horsemanship aud 
archery examinations,—Granted by re 
script. 

July 2lst.—Ts’ung-shih, acting Governor: 
General of Shéng-king, and his colleague, 
the Governor K’ing-yii, memorialize with 
reference to the regulations for the conduct 
of official business which the new system 
of administration lately introduced in 
Manchuria renders necessary. The Mili 
tary Governor (tsiang-kiin} having now 
been invested with the title and attributes 
of a Governor-General (tsung-tuh), aud 
the Fu-yin having been placed on the 
footing of a provincial Governor, it 13 
remarked that, in all cases where officers 
of these respective ranks are associated 
elsewhere, although they are placed (jointly) 
in supreme control of the affairs of govern: 
ment, each of the two high functionaries 
has at the samo time his special attributes. 
For the future, in all questions relating t» 
the military organization, control of the 
forces, army supplies, frontier affairs, and 
important criminal cases such as a brigand: 
age or rebellion, the Governor-General 
will draught the memorials addressed te 
the Throtie;'and'the Governor will simply 
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join his name to the report. In matters 
relating to the movements of the civil 


service and recommendations or censure ‘ 


upon individual officers, and in all returns 
Telating to judicial and revenue adminis ~ 
tration, the rainfall, and the prices of 
grain, the Governor will draught the me- 
morial and the Governor-General follow 
suit. Other regulations are also laid down 
for the more accurate definition of the 

wera of the Taotaiship lately constituted 
at Moukden, aud of loéal civilian func- 
tionaries. 

July 22nd,—No documents of importance. 

July 23rd.—(1) A Decree based upon a 
report from the Board of Civil Office, on 
the case of the oflicials of the government 
of Fuhkien who have been denounced for 
irregularities in connection with the issue 
of licenses to the sult-trate contractors. 
(See Gazette of 10th instant.) The late 
acting Comptroller of the Gabelle, Luh 
Sin-yiian, is sentenced to summary dis- 
mnissal from his rank in the public service. 
The Governor-General, Li Ho-enien, ‘who 
sanctioned his proceedings, is degraded 
two steps of rank, but left in his post. 
The Comptroller Lu Sze-kieh, who failed 
to denounce the shortcoming immediately 
upon his return to his post, is fined two 
years’ Official salary ; but both he and the 
Governor-General are allowed to plead a 
set-off against their penalties (in the shape 
of any record they may have for merit 
against their names.) 

(2) A Decree. Liu Ch’ang-yeo (Gov- 
ernot-General of Ytinnan and Kweichow), 
has memorialized Us requesting that a 
Brigadier-General who has been removed 
to a post elsewhere may be relieved of his 
appointment and retained pro tem. in 
Yiinnan. Whereas Yang Yii-k’o, acting 
General-in-chief in Yiinnan, who has been 
transferred to the post of Brigadier- 
General of the Yeo-kiang command in 
Kwangsi, has now. proceeded at the 
head of a force to operate against the 
train-bands who are committing distur- 
bances in T’éng yiieh (Momein), and is 
unable to proceed at once to his post, and 
whereas it is not expedient that the post 
to which hoe has been appointed should 
continue for a length of time unfilled, 
We command that he do vacate the said 
appointment, and be retained provisionally 
fn Yiinnan. We charge him with the 
responsibility of dealing satisfactorily with 
the affairs on the ‘I’éug-yiieh frontier, to 
the eud that they be brought to a speedy 
conclusion. 

July 24th.—A memorial from the Court 
of Ceusorate reporting an appeal case, in 
which the petitioncy ju, a Dative 
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of the Shun-t’ion prefecture, complains 
that one Ting Te-kung, having endeavoured 
without success to extort money from peti- 
tioner’s father, conspired with the servant 
of a member of the Censorate to get his 
father thrown into prison, where he died. 

(2) Ying-kuei reports the following appeal 
case :—The petitioner, Lo Yiin-p’éng, is 
a native of the Ch’ii-chow district in the 
Province of Chihli, and a farmer by calling. 
One Li Pu-yiin, a military graduate, had 
led petitioner’s brother astray, and gambled 
with him, thus incurring the displeasure 
of petitioner’s father, who in consequence 
became an object of hatred to Li Pu-yiin 
and the victim of his machinations, First, 
some men in custody on a charge of theft 
were bribed to implicate petitioner’s father. 
The charge was, however, disproved upon 
investigation, and Li Pu-yiin lost his 
military degree. Thena false charge was 
brought ayainst petitioners brother, and 
his father was imprisoned and so tortured 
that he died ; while his house was burut to 
the ground, his younger brother wounded, 
and his grandfather worried to death. 

(3) Hsi-méng-k’o-si-k’o reports at great 
length the details of a brutal case of mur- 
der near Kirin, The whole of the inmates 
of one household, consisting of three women 
and two young children, were murdered 
by one T’ang Fu-yu and certain others not 
in custody, T’ang Fu-yu had formerly 
had illicit intercourse with two of the 
women, who had however latterly repelled 
his advances. This enraged him, and he 
took advantage of the absence of the 
husband of one of the women, the owner of 
the house, to break into it with four or five 
associates and murder all the inmates. 
T’ang Fu-yu, who for some time persist. 
ently desired his guilt, has died in 
prison, and the other criminals, with one 
exception, are still at large. The memo- 
rialist denounces the sub-Prefect, who is 
responsible for their arrest, —Rescript : 
Referred to the proper Board. 

July 25th.—(1) and (2) Decrees, ordering 
the retirement or dismissal of a number 
of District Magistrates and military offictals, 
whose names are enumerated in a long 
list, denounced by Li K’uen-yl, Governor- 
General of the ‘I'wo Kwang Provinces, 
for {ncompetency, incapacity, or official 
mismanagement, 

(3) A Decree ordering the dismissal of 
several officers denounced by Pao Yuane 
shén, Governor of Shansi, 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by two long memorials from the 
Governor of Honan, reporting the rehoar- ° 
ing of two appeal cases, and the seutence 


‘awarded in each instance, 


July 26th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
immediate arrest and punishment of 


Ch’ang-ts’un, a member of the Rw 
or armoured cavalry force, who surrepti- 
tiously left the capital and went to the 
Ch’ien-an district in the province of Chih- 
li, where he claimed the ownership of a 
piece of land, sending a deputy to lodge 
a complaint with respect to it; paid an 
official call on the magistrate ; and issued 
proclamations in which he gave himself 
out to be an Imperial Commissioner enga- 
gaged on a secret mission of enquiry. The 
Manchu captain who by his neglect is re- 
spousible for his absence, is to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments and 
rigorously examined. : 

(2) A Decree conferring posthumous 
honours on P’ang Chung-lu, formerly Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments, who 
had retired fgom office to go through 
the prescribed period of mourning for a 
parent. He rose from Han-lin, or mem- 
ber of the Imperial Academy, through 
all the Presidencies of the Lower Courts, 
to the post he last held, and was a man 
of exceptional learning and the strictest 
integrity. His Majesty was greatly grieved 
or receiving the news of his death, 

(3) A Decree ordering an immediate 
investigation into certain alleged deduc- 
tions and squeezes in the monies issued 
by the Treasury officers of the Imperial 
Household. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by a memorial which is not 
finished, from Si-méng-k’o-si-k’o, reporting 
the capture and execution of sixty-three 
mounted banditti, and giving an abstract 
of the depositions made by them. 


July 27th.—(1) A Decree confirming the 
‘penalties it is proposed by the Mongolian 
Superintendency to inflict upon Si-li-pa- 
tza-érh, a Mongol Prince of the second 
rank, who has been guilty of repeated acts 
of robbery, has received stolen property, 
and behaved with great impropriety wheu 
summoned to account for his misdemean- 
ours, 

(2) The conclusion of Si-méng-k’o-si- 
k’o’s memorial, the first portion of which is 
published in the Gazette of the 26th. 

July 28th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chih-li, memorializes reporting 
the proceedings taken in the case of a late 
clerk in the yamén of the Taotai of Tien- 
tsin, named Chang Kien, who had com- 
bined, some years ago, with a number of 
his associates for the purpose of effecting 
embezzlement of the public funds under 
his control, By an elaborate falsification 
of the accounts he had succeeded in 
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abstracting without immediate detection 
the sum of Taels 7,000, a portion of which 
was divided among his accomplices, whilst 
with the remainder the chief delinquent 
purchased, under an assumed name, the 
office of assistant department Magistrate 
in Kweichow. On his frauds being dis- 
covered, a decree was obtained enjoining 
his arrest ; and having been taken into 
custody in that province, he is now reported 
to have died in prison. His accomplices 
have been put on trial, and sentenced 
according to law. 

July 29th.—(Conrt Circular.) Kwei- 
féng, assistant Resident in Tibet, requested 
this day audience of leave on his departure. 

Chih-kang, Resident at K’urun (Urga), 
reports that on the expiry of his sick leave, 
recently extended, he is about to discharge 
the duty incumbent upon him of proceed- 
ing to K’ia-k’éh-t’u (Kiachta), to inspect 
the garrison there, and to investigate at 
the same time the condition of the local 
trading community and of the trade 
carried on with the Russians at that place. 
This undertaking he carries into effect, 
notwithstanding the enfeebled state of his 
health. 

July 30th.—(1) A decree in answer toa 
memorial by Li Wén-min, acting-Governor 
of Kiangsi, who has reported on the 
measures taken for the relief of the 
sufferers by floods in that province. Ap- 
proval is signified to the steps that have 
been taken in this respect. 

(2) The high authorities at Canton 
jointly memorialize reporting the despatch 
of remittances from the provincial revenues 
of Kwangtung on behalf of the amounts 
ordered to be sent, for the current year, 
in aid of the expenditure at Peking and 
elsewhere. From the revenue of the 
foreign maritime Customs a sum of 
Tis. 200,000 has been allotted toward the 
pay of the troops at Peking, together with 
Tls, 60,000 charged upon the same source of 
revenue in its modern augmentation. The 
regular annual payment of Tls. 300,000 
to the Household treasury has also to be 
furnished from the same quarter. Instal- 
ments have been forwarded by means of 
loans obtained from the local native 
bankers, to be repaid as money comes 
in. It is observed that thé Customs’ 
revenue is declining and unequal to the 
demands upon it. 

(3) The Governor of Chéhkiang memo- 
rializes with reference to the proposal 
lately advanced by Yiian Pao-héng (whilst 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue) 
for the temporary addition of two cash per 
catty to the cost price of salt, to be charged 


; since the rebellion. 


against the monopolists or licensees, as a 
means of increasing the revenue from this 
source. The same proposal, it is repre- 
sented, was advanced by Yiian Pao-héng 
in 1870, when, on the impossibility of 
realizing it under the conditions prevailing 
- in Chéhkiang being made clear, it was 
- negatived by the Board of Revenue. The 
- state of the case as it at present exists 
is now dwelt upon, and it is repre- 
sented that the producing and con- 
- suming area of Chéhkiang is far from 
having recovered its pristine condition 
The amount of salt 
which the regulations heretofore prescribed 
as the annual consumption in the Chéh- 
. kiang area, was 805,000 and-odd yin (of 
' 400 catties each); but after the rebellion, 
the amount did not exceed 30 or 40 per 
. cent. of the regulation total. Notwith- 
standing the utmost efforts, the revenue 
accruing of late years from this source has 
been in a state of deficiency. ‘Lhe utmost 
. amount of revenue, under all heads, 
yielded per yin is 1 Tael7 mace 4 cundareens ; 
and where the taxation is lighter, it 
amounts to but little over 1 Lael per yin. 
To add 800 cash to this amount, which 
would be the result of increasing the cost 
_ price by 2 cash per catty, is pronounced to 

be practically impossible. In Yiian Pao- 
héng’s memorial it is represented that if 
the yin of salt throughout the Empire 
were made uniformly to amount to 400 
catties each, the addition of 2 cash per 
catty would bring in an amount of 
5,600,000 strings of cash, or say in 
silver, Tls, 3,000,000; but the Governor 
disputes this conclusion. In Chéhkiang, 
he states, the amount for which the 
monopolists at present hold themselves 
- responsible is 340,000 yin per annum, the 
increased yield upon which would only 
give a sum of Tls. 150,000 ; and he doubts 
whether the trade is equal to supporting 
the augmentation on the assessed prime 
cost. He therefore pronounces the scheme 
impracticable.—Rescript: Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. 

(4) The Governor of Chéhkiang reports 
upon the establishment of a House of 
Detention for witnesses held in custody 
pending trial, in order to obviate on their 
behalf the suffering entailed by imprison- 
ment in the commun jails, A superinten- 
dent of the rank of district Magistrate 
resides on the premises for the purpose of 
watching over the due execution of the re- 
gulations ; and in the two years that have 
elapsed since the institution of the system, 
not a single individual has died from 
privation. The working expenses amount 


to about $100 per mens which is 
ee gle 


provided by the interest on a fund lodged 
on deposit for this purpose. 

July 3lst.—(1) The Military Governor 
of Hehlung Kiang memorializes reporting 
the murder by a lunatic of his mother, 
whom he struck on the head with 
his iron chain whilst she was supply- 
ing him with food. “ After due investiga- 
tion, the guilty person has been sentenced 
in aécordance with law to be ‘sliced to 
death” (ling ch’e), and this sentence has 
been carried into effect. 

Aug. Ist.—(1) A decree commanding 
that a donation of one month’s pay and 
allowances be issued to the troops, both 
Manchu and Chinese, of the garrison of 
Peking, in consideration of the dearness 


- of provisions owing to the drought that 


has lately prevailed. 

(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Szech’wan, Wén-kéh, memorializes report- 
ing the re-hearing of an appeal case refer- 
red back from Peking by a decree dated 
February 1st, 1874. A widow named Li 
Sii-she had complained against her nephew 
for having caused the death of her hus- 
band. The charge is proved to be un- 
founded, and the complainant is sentenced 
to the penalty of 80 blows, subject to 
pecuniary commutation on the ground of 
her sex, 

(3) The Governor of Anhwei memori- 
alizes reporting the purchase and despatch 
to Peking of the annual supply of hemp 
for the use of the Board of Works, for 
which the provincial government is answer- 
able by regulation. The quantity provided 
is 34,158 catties, at the cost of 3 mace per 
catty. 

Aug. 2nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the supervising censors, 
K’ing-show and his colleagues, who have 
requested that the relief agencies for the 
distribution of food to the poor be opened 
at an earlier period of the year than usual. 
Ju consequence of the drought that has 
been experienced throughout the spring 
and earlier part of the summer, and not- 
withstanding the plentiful rains which 
were at length experienced, both the first 
and the second crop will be short, and the 
price of food will be high. In commisera- 
tion for the exigencies of the povrer classes, 
it is decreed that the relief-agencies be 
opened three months earlier than usual, 
and the 1st day of the 7th moon is fixed 
upon for this purpose. The six agencies 
require in all 300 piculs of millet per 
mensem, and this quantity is to be issued 
regularly as an Imperial donation. 

(2) Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang, memorializes asking sanc- 
tion for the substantive appointment of 


Colonel Shang Ch’ang-mow, who has acted 
fur seven years in the capacity of Military 
Secretary (clung-lnin) to the Governor- 
General, iv the post in question. 

(3-4) Memorials from Liu Kw’én-yih, 
denowucing certain corrupt and incapable 
district magistrates, sanction for whose 
removal and degradation, respectively, is 
applied for. 

Aug. 3rd.—No documents of importance, 


Aug. 4th.~(1) A decree based upon a 
report from T’o-lun-pu, the Imperial 
Resident at Kobdo, and his colleagues, 
who have reported upon tle* services ren- 
dered by the civil aud military oflicials 
engaged in recent military operations 


against the Dungani {naurgents (ej BE 


Mahommedan rebels.) The report is to 
the effect, that on an incursion having been 
made in the 3rd moon of the present year 
(April last) by the Mahommedan insur. 
gents of Urumtsi into the region of Sho- 
muh-cha-kia, passing by way vf Bolun 


Tokhoi Fj FEE (@ trading station 


on the route between Matas and Ili), a 
force was sent by ‘T’o-lun-pu to attack the 
invaders, who were successfully driven back 
aud compelled to retire beyond the limits 
ofthe Kobdoterritory. A list of promotions 
and honours, extending to nine pages of 
the Gazette, here followsa, No loss of life 
is mentioned, 

(2) A decreo based upon a memorial 
from the Censorate, forwarding a renewed 
appeal lodged by a native of Hupel: named 
K’ow Yungfuh, who has complained 
against the Magistrate of the Chung-siang 
district for neglecting to inquire into a 
charge of murder which was referred back 
to the province on appeal lodged in 1872. 
Instead of taking proceedings against the 
actual culprit, it is alleged he has endea- 
voured to coérce the complainant into a 
composition of the case. The provincial 
government is commanded to institute a 
stringent inquiry into the affair. 

(3) ‘Che Board of Civil Otticememorializes 
submitting its decision on the penalties 
thatshould be intlicted upon the authorities 
of the province of Fulikien for their illegal 
action in the matter of licenses granted 
free of duty to the proviucial salt mono- 
polists.—Sanctioned by rescript already 
published, 

(4) Yung-ts'tian, Milltary Governor of 
Ili, and Ying-lien, Deputy Governor at 
Yarbayatal, report that a Djassak Taidji 
(noble) of tho Turguts has unlawfully 
called in certain Tangutan lamas to hold 
@ masa or service of incantation for the 
cure of disease, and resisted the inquiry 
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instituted and attempts made to apprehend 
the guilty parties, It is stated that a 
petition had been delivered to Ying-lien 
by Cherin Rabdan, the Pu-yen-tu 
Prince of the Turguts, giving the fol- 
lowing particulars :—It had come to 
his knowledge that the Djassak Taidji 
named T’up’sin K’éshk’éh had in his 
house two unshaven Tangut lamas, with 
a novice, who had performed incantations 
(vien-king) at which they had allowed no 
one to be present, and had manufactured 
[the figure of] a demon iu green paste, 
eside which they had produced’a foul 
smelling compound of blood, which they 
had cast futo a tire to be consumed. The 
prince hereupon despatched a party of 
30 men of his banner to proceed, on: the 
27th February last, to apprehend these 
persons; but the Djassak concealed the 
delinquents and not only refused to allow 
them to be seen, but also summoned 
together # number of men of his banner, 
who attacked the prinuce’s men with staves, 
swords, and spears, aud wounded some of 
their number. The prince’s emissaries, 
however, succeeded in carrying off the 
Tangutan novice and two of the Djassak’s 
retainers, together with some of the articles 
used in the incantation, They farther 
learnt that the Tangutan lamas had 
heretofore held an incantation out of 
the Black Books (nien héh king) at 
the house of another Taidji. After 
receiving the foregoing report, a state- 
ment was likewise received from the 
Djassak himself, complaining of an attack 
having been made on his house by the 
prince’s men, who carried off several 
handred taels of silver beside the pri: 
soners. He was having a mags performed 
in his house for the recovery of a sick 
child ; and he was at a loss tu account for 
the tyrannical proceedings taken by the 
prince. ‘he prisoners and witnesses were 
next examined by the Military Secretariat, 
and the depositions are given seriatim, 
One of the Tangutan lamas, aged 63, 
states that having been called to the 
Djassak’s abode from a temple om the 
A-lé-tal mountain, where he was 
staying whilst on his way to Tar 
bagatai from Lan-echow iu Kansuh, he 
began holding services on the 13th 
February last, on which day he slaughtered 
a black goat and manufactured three 
human figures in paste. On the 23rd, the 
masses being completed, he carried the 
figures to a point on the south-east aud 
consumed thein by fire, Another deponent 
speaks of the blood of the goat havin: 
been carried into the house after the 
animal was slaughtered.—As a result of the 


investigation and report, it is commanded 
by rescript that the offending Djassak 
be subjected to the appropriate penalty by 
decision of the Mongolian Superintendency. 
(Note. - The text vf the above memorial is 
interesting, apart from the general tenour 
of its contents, as containing in the 
Gepositions translations (evidently) from 
Mongolian originals, in which a rough 
attempt is made to conform to the gram- 
matical structure of the language from 
which the renderings are given.) 

Aug. 5th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
report by Ts’ung-shih, acting Governor- 
General of Shéng-king, and his colleague 


- K’i-iian, who have investigated the case 


of a military officer of the rank «f captain 
in the province of Kirin, against whom a 
charge had been brought of harbouring 
bandittiand keeping a gambling house. The 
latter charge having bven substantiated, 
although the others have fallen through, 
the delinquent is cashiered and sentenced 
to transportation into penal servitude on 
the frontier. 

(2) The Censor Chang K wan-chun memo- 


. Kializes representing the block which 


- exists in the civil service, owing tc the 
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facilities afforded by the purchase system 
for obtaining appointments, aud submits 
a scheme under three heads for accelerat- 
ing the flow of promotion by the legi- 
timate channel. The most crying evil 
is that experienced in connection with 
secretaryships tu the Boards, which is owing 
to the fact that the prices of appointments 
under the purchase eystem have been 
successively lowered uutil they are now 
barely one-tenth of the proper regulation 
amount. The lists are consequently so 


; £ull that an expectant, instead of waiting 
, seven or eight years, as was formerly the 
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case, for an appointment, is now kept 
waiting it may be for 15 or 16 years. A 
variety of checks on the operation of the 
purchase system are urged as the remedy 
that should be adopted. 

(3) The same Oensor represents, in a 
supplementary memorial, that a grave 


- abuse has lately come to his ears in con- 
‘ nection with the disbursements made from 


the treasury of the Imperial Household. 


- The secretaries, it is alleged, have usurped 


. control of the pay department, and insist 
. on an understanding about fees 

- as the first preliminary on the presentation 
- of all claims fur payment. It is stated 


| that 10 and even 20 per cent. is demanded 
* on bills before paymeut is proceeded with. 


i 


Conduct such as this, it is represented, 


_ can only entail dishonesty in the supplies 


“1 
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an enquiry to be instituted, already 
published. 

Aug. 6th.—A decree based upon a 
report from the Comptrollers of the House- 
hold, with reference to the charges brought 
against the pay department by the Censor 
Chang Kwan-chun (see yesterday’s Gazette.) 
The Comptrollers declare that all payments 
are made after due consideration by them- 
selves, and they deny that the mal- 
practices alleged against the secretaries 
have any foundation in fact. They are 
commanded, hereupon, to use all vigilance 
iu the discharge of their functions, and to 
denounce unsparingly any instance of mal- 
versation on the part of their subordinates. 

Aug. 7th.—(Court Circular.) Chang 
Yiin-k’ing, the Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu, 
reported his return to Peking after rever- 
ently conveying the Iron Tablet back to 
its own locality. (N.B.—The ‘Iron 
Tablet” is the object, supernaturally 
gifted with rain-compelling powers, of 
which mention is made in the Gazette of 
the 9th July.) 

(1) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding an appeal lodged by a native 
of Szech’wan, named Ts’ai Che-sien, com- 
plaining of the conduct of the provincial 
officials in dealing with acharge heretofore 
preferred by him concerning the alleged 
inurder of his father, and referred back 
from Pekiny by a decree in February, 1874. 
The enquiry was placed by the Governor- 
General in the hands of two officials, who 
took up their lodging iu akung kwan, ‘‘ ad- 
mission to which was open to any one who 
had money ” ‘The accused person is re- 
ported to have bribed heavily ; aud justice 
has been persistently denied. 

(2) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding the appeal of a native of 
Chihli named Tu Lao-urh, who complains 
of the murder of his sister and his two 
nephews by fellow villagers. —Referred in 
the usual manner, 

Aug. 8th.—No documents of importance. 

Aug. 9th.—{1) A decree based upon 
a memorial from the Board of Revenue, 
requesting that the proper officers be 
appointed to supervise the transporta- 
tion of copper which is about to be 
sent forward from Yiinnan. Under 
the system heretofore in vogue, copper 
in course of transportation from Yiinnan 
was placed under the charge of officers of 
the rank of Financial or Judical Commis- 
sioner, who were held responsible for its 
being safely and speedily sent forward. 
At present the experiment is being tried 
of sending copper from Yiinnan by the 
sea-route to Peking, the first instalment 
to be sent forward this,.autumn; and the 


Financial Commissioners of Kwanggsi, 
Kwangtung, Kiangsi and Chihli are heve- 
upon severally commanded to attend to all 
the necessary arrangements for the for- 
warding of the supplies expected, and to 
guard against theft and other malpractices. 
These orders are to hold govd for three 
years from the date of receipt of the 
decree. 

Ang. 10th.—(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan, Wén-kéh, temporarily in charge of 
the Governor-Generalship of Szech’wan, 
memorializes reporting that Ho Chung- 
ho, the acting Commander-in-chief 
in Szech’wan, who has been appointed 
to the command in chief in Yiiunan, 
has informed him of the receipt of 
Imperial commands to proceed without 
delay to his post, adding, however, that he 
finds it indispensable to enlist a force of 
500 Hunan braves to accompany him to 
his new station, for which purpose funds 
are required, ‘The necessity is justified by 
the fact that the ?¢’-tul’s residence is at 
Ya-li Fu, the city which was but lately 
occupied by the rebel leader Tu Wén-siu 


ft yx Fy (the chieftain of the Panthays), 


and is in direct communication with T’éng- 
yiioh (Momein) and the Burmese frontier, 
where the disbanded militia have not yet 
wholly reverted to agricultural pursuits, 
and a dense and heterogeneous popu- 
lation of barbarous tribes exists, whom 
to keep under control is a matter of essen- 
tial importance. The acting Governor- 
General has provided from the provincial 
excheyuer a sum of Tis. 2,800 as requested 
by Hu Chung-ho for immediate -needs ; 
and he will cause the monthly disburse- 
ments which are neeiful to be provided 
until the Commander-in-chief sets out on 
his journey. 

(2) Iu a supplementary memorial, Wén- 
kéh reports the appointment of an officer 
named Hu Chun-ming to the command of 
the 600 Hunan braves enlisted by the 
ti'tuh Hu Chung-ho for service in Yiinnan 
as above stated. 

(3) tu a third memorial, Wéh-kéh_ re- 
ports that ‘I’ien Tsai-t?ien, the newly 
appointed Brigadier-General of the Ch’ung- 
king command, had reached the provincial 
capital of Szech’wan, on the 22nd June 
last. He had been ordered to prcceed 
forthwith to his post, to enable, Lien- 
eh’ang, the late incumbent, to take up 
the acting appointment of provincial Com- 
mander-in-chief, 

August 11th.—(l) Li Wén-min, Financial 
Commissioner aud acting-Governor of 
Kiangsi, reports the rene taken to afford 
relief in the districts which were inundated 
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in June last. The districts which suffered 
most were Nau-féng, Nan-ch’ang, and 
Sin-kien, and in some localities the water 
is said to have risen to a height of 20 and 
30 feet. The memorialist has despatched 
officers to distribute relief, and to ascertain 
more precisely the extent of the damage 
done, on receipt of whose reports a second 
memorial shall be submitted. 

(2) The acting-Governor of Kiangsi 
reports the despatch of an officer in charge 
of 'I'ls, 62,229 ; heing the amount of com- 
mutation of the surplus rice contributin 
for the year 1874. The money is to be 
handed to the Superintendent of Gransries 
at T’ung Chow. 

August 12th.—The Censor K’ing-show 
requests that the Goverment relief azencies, 
which by regulation are in ordinary years 
not opened until the first of the tenth 
moon, may this year be opened three 
months earlier, in order that numerous 
persons who find themselves unable to 
obtain food may have their wants relieved. 
He also prays that, in accordance with the 
precedent set in 1867, the Board of 
Revenue may be directed to issue rice to 
the relief depéts established by private 
charity outside the city. : 

(2) Ch’ang-keng, Judicial Commissioner 
in Kwang-si, reports having taken over 
Lap seals of his office on the 15th of June 
ast. . 

(3) Chih-kang Resident at K’urun 
(Urga), reports haviug left his post on the 
30th of June on a tour of inspection of 
the post stations as far as Kiachta. He 
found the garrisons proficient in their 
drill, and their weapons in good order. 
At Kiachta he looked into the state of 
Russian trade, and found the natives on 
friendly terms with the Russian merchants. 
All being quiet on the frontier, he returned 
to his post at Urga on the 10th July. 

(4) A memorial from Wang Wén, Lite- 
rary Chancellor in Hupeh, reporting the 
conclusion of the examinations in that 
province, 

(5) Chih-kang and his colleague lay 
before the Throne their reasons for detain- 
ing an officer named Hwei-shéng, who, on 
his term of service in Urga being over, 
had been directed to return to his duties 
in the Mongolian Superintendency in 
Peking. In the Spring of last year a 
memorial was forwarded stating that the 
officer in question would not be alluwed 
to leave until his accounts were clear. 
The Mongolian Superintendency has since 
written asking that he be immediately 
sent to take up his duties in that office, 
but, as the Memorialists point out, Hwei- 
ahéng dido.met ;hand over charge of his 


. Office as director of trade at Urga until 


" ting Ts. 


April of this year, and certain accounts 
connected with the army still require to 
be cleared up. When all outstanding 
matters are made right, he will be directed 
to repair to the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency. 

(6) Wéng T’ung-tsio, acting Governor- 
General of Hu-kwang, acknowledges receipt 
of an Imperial Decree communicating the 
purport of a Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
setting forth a scheme for alleviating the 
distress caused by the drought in the 
province of Chihli. Wéng T’ung-tsio has 
circulated the Decree amongst his subor- 
dinates, and called upon all officers in 


charge of Customs stations, in obedience, 


to its commands, to allow any boats con- 
taining grain purchased fur conveyance to 
Chihli, to pass without let or hindrance, 
A proclamation has also been issued strictly 
forbidding dealers in grain to raise prices 
by withholding supplies. The writer fully 
recognizés the principle that one province 
should come to the assistance of another in 
time of need, but unfortunately the present 
necessity finds the Hupeh treasury empty. 
He, however, sets the example by contribu- 
5,000 out of his own pay, 
and the Financial and Judicial Commis- 
sioners, as well as the several taotais, 


. prefects, and magistrates have undertaken 


to subscribe Tls. 25,000 more. This amount 
of Tis, 30,000 proceeds entirely from the 


‘ officials themselves ; the people have been 


laid under no sort of contribution. The 
money will be sent to the, Governor ‘of 
Shun-tien Fu, in Peking. 

To the above, the Grand Council has 
received the following Decree :—“ Let Wéng 
T’ung-taio’s action be taken into the most 
favourable consideration of the Board, and 
let the several amounts contributed by the 
other officers be communicated to the 
Board of Revenue, who will act according 


- to precedent.” 


(7) Wéng T’ung-tsio, acting Governor- 


- General of Hu-kwang, submits regulations 


for the payment of steamer freight on 
military stores, It appears that on a 
previous occasion the Board of War had 
refused to pass the Hupeh accounts for 
military supplies until the item ‘“ transport 
of ammunition,” 
as ‘‘freight paid to steamers,” was sup- 
ported by a statement of the actual 
distance conveyed, weight of ammuni- 


“ tion, ete; the amount allowed for con- 


veyance being by regulation calculated at 
so much per 100 catties per mile. To 
this the acting Governor-General had 
replied that foreign warlike stores are 
not to be purchased at Hankow, and that 
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consequently he had to procure them from 
Shanghai, whence they were conveyed 
to Wuch’ang by steamer at current rates. 


‘This being the case, he had found it 


which had been given , 


impossible to follow the regulations by 
charging freight according to weight and 
mileage. Steamer freight differed very 
little one way or the other from the 
regulation allowance, and he accordingly 
requested that he might be allowed to 
charge current rates. Upon this the Board 
of War observed that for the conveyance 
of war material in the interior a fixed 
allowance pravails. Steamers, it was true, 
had no regulation tariff, but certain rules 
could be proposed and adopted for future 
guidance. The Board therefore prayed 
that the acting Governor-General be 
directed to sugyest rules, and meanwhile 
his accounts would not be passed. Wéng 
T’ung-tsio directed the Financial Com- 
missioner and his colleagues, upon this, to 
look into the matter, and their report is 
that the steamer freight on one occasion 
was rather more, and on another rather 
less, than the regulation allowance, so 
that the difference is insignificant. Still the 
orders of the Board must be obeyed, and 
a rule is submitted for approval. By 
regulation, the allowance for water carriage 
is | candarin per 100 catties per 2, with 
5 candarins extra per 1,500 catties when 
going up-stream, together with something 
additional for extra provisions to boatmen. 
This makes something like 1 candarin 6 
cash per 100 cxtties per li, and it is 
requested that this amount may be sanc- 
tioned as the regular scale of freight on 
future purchases of foreign munitions of 
war. Wéng T’ung-tsio supports the above 
proposal, and furwards a table of distances 
between Shanghai and Hankow. The 
Imperial Rescript is :—‘‘ Let theBoard of 
War take notice.” 

August 13th.—(1) A Decree. Wén-yih, 
acting Governor-General at Foochow, and 
Ting Jih-ch’aug, Governor of Fuhkien, 
pray that the Governor of Kweichow be 
directed to recover the sum of Tls. 2,390 
from the family of Sung Kwei-fang, 
formerly Brigadier-General at Fubhning, 
in Fuh-kien, now deceased. : The above 
sum is the balance of certain monies mis- 
appropriated by the deceased when in com- 
mand of a force in the North of Formosa. 
The Governor of Kweichow is directed 
to recover the amount and send it 
to the Fuhkien authorities. 

(2) A decree by which Li Min-ch’en is 
appvuinted Literary Examiner for the pro- 
vince of Yiinnan. 

(3) The acting Governor-General at 
Fouchow, and the Governor of Fubkien, 


~. 
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send a further memorial reporting the steps 
tuken to alleviate the distress caused by the 
floods at Foochow. The waters left the city 
on the 16th of June, when the people who 
had homes to go to took their departure. 
At the seven soup kitchens established in 
the town, between eight hundred anda 
thousand persons were fed twice a day. 
To the sick, medicine was given, whilst 
gruel was sent round to children and old 
porns. According to a report handed in 
y the magistrate of the Min district, 697 
houses had fallen, and 39 persons had 
been drowned or crushed to death within 
his jurisdiction. In the How-kwan dis- 
trict, 10,417 houses were destroyed and 47 
lives lost. Numerous public buildings are 
wholly or partially destroyed, and officials 
have been sent round to estimate the 
amount of damage. From Amoy five 
thousand bushels of rice have already been 
received, and about seventy thousand 
bushels have been purchased in Chéhkiang 
and Kiangsu, so that the price of grain 
was daily falling. From the districts 
above Foochow, reports were daily coming 
in, recounting the damage done. In some 
instances lives: have been lost, and in 
others city gates and public buildings 
have been brought down by the rush of 
water. In all these districts the price of 
grain immediately went up, but the mea- 
sures taken to send up supplies had 
gradually quieted the market. ‘I'o relieve 
the necessities of the moment, the memo- 
rialists, as well as other officials, high 
and low, have contributed a portion 
of their pay ; but the present calamity 
will necessitate a very large outlay to a 
much more serious extent than in the 
case of the floods of 1834 and 1844. The 
memorialists pray that the provinces of 
Kwangtung, Kiangsi, and Chéhkiang may 
be ordered to make good the amounts atill 
owing by them to Fuhkien. Should the 
voluntary subscriptions prove sufficient, 
these public funds shall on no account be 
touched, butshould charitablecontributions 
fall short of the sum required, His Ma- 
jesty’s consent is requested to draw 
on the remittances from the provinces 
above mentioned. After all necessary 
relief shall have been given, and every 
sort of repair effected, accounts shall be 
duly rendered. The memorial concludes by 
remarking that no advantage had been 
taken of the public misfortunes to commit 
robbery ; and that the quarter occupied by 
the Manchu garrison was perfectly quiet. 
The Imperial Rescript is as follows :— 
‘* Let it be as proposed, and let injunctions 
be a ns the pe authorities to 
earnestly set about, calming and relievin, 
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the people, in order that their troubles 
may be livhtened.” 

(4) The acting Governor-General at 
Foochow reports that the Naval Com- 
mander-in-chief, P’eng Ts’u-han, who had 
been granted one month’s sick leave, has 
now resumed his duties and put to sea. 

(5) The same high official reports the 
receipt of the following contributions to 
the relief fund for the Foochow inunda- 
tions :—From Shén Pao-chéng, Governor- 
General of the two Kiang, T'ls. 3,000 ont 
of his salary. From’ Féng, taotat at 
Shanghai, 1,000 bushels of rice, 2,000 
wadded garments, and 2,00U pieces of ont- 
ton cloth, besides medicines and other 
things. FromT’ang, tavtai, of theC.M.S.N. 
Co., 500 bushels of rice. From the dis- 
trict magistrate of Shanghai, 300 bushels of 
tice. From Yeh Wén-lan, expectant taotai 
in Kwangtung, 3,000 dollars, and 4,800 
dollars collected by him, From the ex- 
pectant taotai Yeh T'ing-chiian, 500 
dollars, besides 1,900 dollars collected by 
him. The Memorialist prays that rewards 
may be conferred on these officials in the 
same manner as in 1871, when contribu- 
tions were made for the relief of the 
sufferers from the Tientsin floods, and an 
Imperial Rescript gives sanction to the 
proposal. 

August 14th.—Ting Pao-chéng, Governor 
of Shantung, reports that the safety of 
the banks of the Yellow River at Ho-tséh 


Hezen Hie has been very seriously 


threatened. On the 7th June, a large 
dyke which had been gradually giving 
way before the action of the waves, fell 
in for a distance of over 1,000 feet. For- 
tunately materials were at hand, and 
2,000 men were at once set to work, whose 
superhuman efforts succeeded in averting 
the threatened calamity. Again, on the 
24th June, about 1,700 feet of the bank 
gave way and the position was most 
critical. Officers and men fought against 
the waters with their lives in their hands. 
One thousand additional hands were put 
on, and by dint of working day and night, 
the 3,800 feet of dyke was repaired, and 
subsidiary banks were built to deflect the 
action of the water. The sum of Tis. 65,000 
which had already been set apart for 
ordinary repairs has been expended, aud a 
further amount of Tis, 70,000 or 80,000 is 
applied for. 

(2) Ngéh-léh-ho-pu, Deputy Governor at 
Uliasutai, and his colleagues, report the 
recapture of a murderer who had effected 
his escape from prison. The prisoner was 
a soldier in the force stationed at Uliasutai, 
and one day,.while cutting fuel on the 


> hills, he had barbarously murdered a 


. oa 


» publicly exposed ; 
\ Officers who sre answerable fur the escape 


small boy tending cattle, in order to 
accomplish the theft of eight sheep. 
was arrested and brought to trial, during 
the course of which he managed to elude 
the vigilance of his keepers and climb over 
the walls of the prison. He hid himself 
in the hills, whence he was in the habit 
of emerging at night to buy food; but 
on the eighth day of his escape, while 
buying provisions in the street, he was 
seized by the soldiery and made prisoner. 

The memorialists pray that the penalty 
prescribed by law may be carried out, viz., 
that the man be executed and his head 
and also that the 


may be visited with the mitigated punish- 


, ment of degradation while atill retained at 
, their posta.—The Imperial Rescgipt sanc- 
- tions this. 


August 15th.—(Court Circular). The 
Prince of Tun and others returned thanks 
this day for copies of a collection of Poems 
composed by (a late) Emperor, with which 
they have been presented. —The Governor- 


+ General of Min-chéh, Li Ho-nien, and the 


Financial 


: injustice. 


Commissioner of Kweichow, 
Lin Chao-yiian, paid their respects on 
arrival at Peking, and had audience. 

(1) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding au appeal lodged by a native 


' of Hupeh, named K’ow Yung-fuh, 70 


years of age, who complains against the 
Magistrate of his district for gross acts of 
Complainant’s son was arrested 
in 1870 with certain other persons, on 
suspicion of having murdered two out of 
three lodgers in an adjacent inn. Com- 
plainant’s son, though subjected to illegal 
forma of torture, steadfastly refused to 
acknowledge the crime imputed to him ; 
but the fortitude of one of the other pri- 
soners gave way under the torture, and he 


, Teturned answersincriminatinyg his innocent 


fellow sufferer, who was thereupon reported 
to the higher courts as the guilty party. 
Some time afterwards, relatives of the two 
men who had been murdered came for- 
ward, and declared that the missing man 
had made his appearance at their home 
shortly after the occurrence, under circum- 
stances which fastened on him the suspi- 
cion of being the actual murderer. On this 
being reported to the District Magistrate, 
he refused to disturb his previous judg- 
ment ; and appeals to the higher authorities 
remained unheeded. Karly in 1872, com- 
plainant lodged an appeal at Peking, and 
the provincial authorities were instructed 
to enquire into the case ; but, insterd of 
taking any steps on his behalf, the officer who 
was appointed to deal with ee matter has 
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simply adhered to the original judgment, 
and has sought to coérce the complainant 
into acknowledging himself satisfied. A 
special decree is requested hereupon, in 
order that justice may be done.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 4th inst. 

(2) Ying-lien, Deputy Governor at Tar- 
bagatai, memorializes referring to the 
report which he sent off, in concert with 
the Military Governor Yung-ts’iian, on the 
28th May last (see Gazette of 4th inst.), 
respecting certain unlawful proceedings by 
Tangutan lamas in the household of a 
Turgut noble, 

August 16th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is taken up with a memorial from 
Ts’ung-shih, Acting Governor-General of 
Shéng-king, setting forth the result 
of a judicial enquiry into the con- 
duct of a military officer who had been 
denounced at Peking for harbouring 
brigands and keeping a gambling house. 
For rescript see Gazette of 5th inst. 

August 17th.—(') A Decree.. Kin Shun 
(commander-in-chief of the army of the 
north-west) has memorialized Us reporting 
that the trvops have advanced up to the 


walls of Manas, FE ay Hy. and have 


gained a succession of victories, as a result 
of which an insurgent leader has been 
captured and,beheaded. The memorial 
states that on the 27th, 28th and 29th of 
June last, the Brigadier-General K’ung 
Ts’ai, in conjunction with other divisions 
of the force, advanced upon thé town of 
Manas, where, by means of a determined 
attack ‘continued from day to-day, he 
carried and destroyed the outposts of the 
insurgents on the west of the position, 
and, on the defenders taking to flight, 
Our troops pursued them to the foot of the 
walls. In the combat that ensued, the 
ao styled General of the rebels, Ma Hing 


& pra by name, and upwards of 400 of 
their most desperate fighting men, were 
slain, and their so-styled tsung-ling (come 
mand-r) Ma Téh-ming and thirteen others 
were taken prisoners and subjected to the 
extreme penalty of the law. The action 
thus reported is worthy to be considered 
a success. Let Tso Tsung-t’ang and Kin 
Shun give orders to the troops to take 
advantage of their victory «and press 
forward still further, to effect the 
capture of Manas itself, without any 
relaxation of their endeavours. The 
Brigadier-General K’ung Ts’ai, who has 
distinguished himself on this occasion, is 
awarded promotion to the rank of General 
(i tuh). Two other officers receive a 
step of advancement; and a list of re- 
commendations on behalf of other officers 


who have deserved well on this occasion 
is called for. Posthumous rewards are 
decreed on behalf of four subaltern 
officers who fell in the engagement. (N.B. 
Manas is a small fortified town, situated 
in about Long. 87° 06’ E., Lat., 44° 12’ N. 
lying on the highroad from Barkul to Ili, 
somewhat to the North-west of Urumtsi. 
Its value to the insurgent Dunganis con- 
sists, most probably, in the fact of its 
serving as an outwork to the last-named 
place, their principal stronghold). 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor - General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting the trial 
and execution of a lunatic for the murder 
of his mother, a native of the Wan-p’ing 
district, by striking her on the head with 
a chopper. The criminal, according to 
law, has been put to death by the ‘slicing ” 
(ling-ch’e) process. 

August 18th.—(1) A Decree. Kin-shun, 
Commander-in-chief of the army beyond 
the Wall, denounces Chi-’rh-hung-ngéh, 
Lieutenant-General at Mergen, for insub- 
ordination. Chi-’rh-hung-ngéh having ap- 
plied for sick leave, au officer was detached 
by Kin-shun to take command of his 
regiment of cavalry. Chi-’rh-hung-ngéh, 
however, refused to give up his command, 
and made use of mutinous language. On 
another occasion, Kin-shun having de- 
spatched a force to convey military stores, 
this officer allowed his men to oppose its 
progress. For these offences, Chi-’rh-hung- 
ngéh, as well as Lieutenant-General Yi-lo- 
ho-pu, and Colonel Yung-ch’éng, on whose 
suggestion the former acted as he 
did, are ordered to be stripped of 
their rank, and to be handed over to 
Tso Tsung-t’ang for punishment. 

(2) Tiug Pao-chéng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, forwards an explanation of the 
reasons why the receipt of the native 
maritime Customs’ duties for the previous 
year has fallen short of the regulation 
amount, and supports the request of the 
Superintendent of Customs that he may 
neither be called upon to make good the 
deficit, nor incur any other penalty. The 
annual amount of maritime duties required 
by the Board of Revenue from the 
province of Shantung has been fixed as 
follows :—Regulation amount, Tls. 50,000 ; 
supplementary amount, Tls. 12,000; extra 
supplementary amount, Tls.8,000—or70,000 
taels in all. Kung Yi-t’u, taotai of the 
Téng-Lai-Ts’ing Circuit, and Superinten- 
dent of Customs at Chefoo, in submitting 
the returns for the last twelve months, 
observes that during the ten or fifteen 
years that the Custom-house under his 
contro} has been in existence, the receipts 
in the most flourishing years have only 
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been a little in excess of 60,000 taels, and 
that the amount named by the Board is 
beyond the possibility of collection, not- 
withstanding his having introduced all 
possible reforms, and enjoined upon his 
subordinates the necessity of exercising 
great care and vigilance in the collection 
of duties. Yen-t’ai (Chefoo) is in com- 
munication with Shanghai on the South, 
and with Tientsin and Newchwang on the 
North, and is looked upon by coast- 
ing vessels merely as a sort of half-way 
place of call. The trade done there is 
infinitesimal. During the year ending 11th 
February, 1876, the receipt of native 
duties on all kinds of merchandize, at 
Yentai and the 23 subsidiary ports, 
amounted to Tls, 57,241.8.5.6, together 
with Tls. 1,005 4.7.4 from rice conveyed 
by sea, making in all Tis. 58,247.3.3. 
After subtracting the regulation amount 
of Tle. 50.000 required by the Board, the 
sum of Tis. 8,247.3.3 only is left to meet 
the surplus amount required, while the 
extra surplus amount of ‘Ils. 8,000, which 
should also be remitted to the Board, is 
totally unprovided for. ‘I'he Superintend- 
ent in explanation of this deficit states that 
beans, beancake, red dates, cotton, sugar, 
and paper, are the principal articles from 
which the Customs’ revenue isderived. Last 
year, the bean crop was poor both in 
Shantung and at Newchwang, and conse- 
quently the importation at Chefoo was 
limited. ‘This again depressed the bean- 
cake and bean-oil trade. The cotton and 
date crop in the Wu-ting and Tung-ch’ang 
region was also short. Again, in August 
a series of gales caused the destruction of 
a large number of vessels Jaden with 
sugar, rice, and other cargo. The loss of 
property was very great, and all trade, 
and with it the receipts of duties, ceased 
for half a month. The f-ilure to collect 
the full amount required by the Board 
is due to circumstances beyond human 
control, and is not to be attributed to 
laxity in the collection of the revenue. 
The revenue from foreign opium, which 
amounted to Tls, 6,654.387 mils, is re- 
mitted separately, and does not enter into 
the general account. In addition to the 
receipts shown above, there was collected 
under the head of ‘‘ waste allowance” the 
sum of ‘I's, 5,724.1.8.5.6 on general mer- 
chandize, and Tis. 1,190.7.0.3 on opium, 
making a total of Tis. 6,914.8.8.8. This 
amount is inadequate to meet the calls 
upon it, viz., Tls. 7,440 for the office 
expenses of the various Customs’ stations, 
Tis. 235 for repairs to the jetty at Chefoo, 
andother items. The deficit on this ac- 
count is Tis, 2,095.9.8.1.4, and sanction 


is requested to its being advanced out 


of the year’s receipts, until it can be 


put forth by 


refunded out of next year’s ‘*‘ waste 
allowance.” The Governor in forwarding 
these returns corroborates the statements 
the Superintendent of 
Customs, and prays that the Board of 
Revenue may be directed not to hold the 
Superintendent personally responsible for 
the deficit.—The Rescript is, ‘‘Let the 
Board of Revenue consider and report.” 
(3) The Comptrollers of the Household 
memorialize replying to the charges brought 
by the Censor Vhang Kwan-chun against 


- the officers who have charge of the Privy 


- Purse, 


The Censor had accused the clerks 
of assuming to themselves unauthorized 


control over the Imperial funds, and of 
levying fees of 10 or 20 per cent. before — 
consenting to make payments which were 


due. In obedience to the Imperial com- 
mands the comptrollers have called before 


- them the clerks of the household, who, 


when questioned, stated that it frequently 
happened that the receipts fell short of 
the expenditure. Under these circum- 


: stances, in making payments, it is necessary 
| to be guided by the nature of any particu- 
. lar claims. The most urgent are submitted 
' for approval, and when authority has been 


obtained, the amount is duly paid. It 


. has even happened in some cases that 


payment has had to be made in several in- 
stalments, before the whole account could 


' be cleared off. An examination of the 


| first, 


| the control of the Privy Purse. 


accounts has borne out the statement of 
the clerks, There are many more claims 
on the Privy Purse than it can meet, and 
the most pressing claim has to be met 
The result is that many payments 
must be postponed, but it is certain that 
the clerks have not taken upon themselves 
As re- 
gards the claiming of commissions, all the 
clerks have been assembled and ques- 
tioned. They were unanimous in denying 
that there had been anything of the kind, 
and they signed a written declaration to 
that effect. ‘he Comptrollers conclude 
by saying that although it has now been 
shown that the accused officials are innocent 
of the charges brought against them, they 
will nevertheless from time to time 
institute an inquiry ; and should any per- 
son be found guilty of such malpractices, 
he shall at once be denounced. 

(4) Chih-kang, Resident at Urga, 
proposes an arrangement whereby the 
allowance for carriage of military 
stores for the Urga garrison, and for 
extra fuel and straw, may be drawn by 
the Commissariat officer at Chang-chia- 
k’ow (Kalgan) instead of. himself, as 
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at present. The allowance is Tis. 15,000, 
with Tls. 8,000 for office expenses. This 
latter sum will be saved under the new 
arrangement, as all the clerks and writers 
at Urga may then be dismissed. ‘he 
reason of the proposal being put forward 
is that the Board of Revenue is so irregu- 
lar in remitting the allowance to Urga. 
August 19th.—(1) En-ho is appointed 
Lieut.-General at Mo-erh-ken (Mergen ) 
(2) Tsai-ling, President of the Board of 
Revenue, submits a memorial respecting 
the conveyance of copper and lead from 
the province of Yiinnan. The practice 
hitherto followed has been that laid down 
in a decree dated 1792, when K’ien-lung, 
conceiving that the safety of the Yiinnan 
copper could not be secured if entrusted 
to the care of a Yiinnan official throughout 
the whole journey, commanded that the 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners for 
the provinces of Szechw’an, Hunan, 
Hupeh, Kiangsi, Kiangsu, An-hwei, Shan- 
tung and Chihli, should be severally held 
responsible during the transport of the 


copper through their respective pro- 
vinces. In 1875, the then Governor of 
Yiiunan, Ts’én Yii-ying, reported the 


despatch of one million catties of copper for 
Peking, by way of Kwangsi, Kwangtung, 
Kiangsu, and so by sea to Tientsin ; and 
he added that he had sent certain func- 
tionaries to open offices in the three above 
named provinces and in Chihli for the 
purpose of receiving and sending on the 
copper. ‘The Board of Revenue thereupon 
pointed out in a memorial, which received 
his Majesty’s assent, that, according to 
regulations, the Governor of Yiinnan 
should have given notice of the intended 
despatch of the copper in time for the 
Board of Revenue to request that the 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners of 
the provinces en route should be directed 
by Decree to attend to its safe transmission, 
Seeing, however, that the supply of cupper 
had been suspended for so many years, 
and that the present step was equivalent 
to an entirely new undertaking, and 
considering further that the Governor 
of Yiiunan had already sent forward his 
men to establish offices in the various 
provinces, the Board had sanctioned this 
temporary arrangement, but suggested 
that in future the old regulations should 
be followed. The acting-Governor of 
Ytinnan now memorialises stating that 
the establishment of offices in the 
different provinces for the transmission 
of copper was but a temporary expedient, 
and that in the long run it is a measure 
which will not answer.’ He, therefvre, 
requests that these, offices, be abolished, 


and that the Financial and Judicial Com- 
missioners of the provinces may be 
directed to attend to the safe transmission 
of the first instalment of the second Jot of 
copper, consisting of 500,0u0  catties. 
The President of the Buard of Revenue 
thereupon requests that the existing 
regulations be adhered to, and that the 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners of 
Kwangsi, Kwangtung, Kiangsu, and Chibli 
be appointed by Decree to take charge of 
the copper while passing through their re- 
spective provinces, In former days the sup- 
ply of copper from Yiinnan was constant, 
and it was an easy matter to fix the date 
of its despatch to Peking in time to appoint 
officers to attend to its passage through 
the several provinces. Now, however, 
the yearly amount is sent forward in irre- 
gular instalments, and to save trouble it 
is suggested that instead of renewing the 
‘appointment of officers on each occasion, 
the Financial and Judicial Commissioners 
in the provinces should be nominated for 
@ period of three years, and that when 
an officer is removed or promoted to 
another post, his successor should take 
upon himself the duty of superintending 
the safe passage of the Yiiunan copper. 
The memorial concludes by saying that 
when Yiinnan again sends the full yearly 
quantity of copper, the question may be 
considered whether the old system shall 
be reverted to by discontinuing transport 
by sea. For rescript sanctioning all the 
proposals put forth in the memorial, see 
Gazette of 9th inst. 

August 20:h.—(1) P’an Ting-sin, Fin- 
ancial Commissioner of Yiiunan, reports 
having taken over the seals of office on 
the 14th May, from Ts’én Yii-ying, the 
late Governor, who has retired into 
mourning. Wén-kéh, Financial Commis- 
sioner of Szechw’an, has been appointed 
Governor of Yiinnan, but pending his 
arrival P’an Ting-sin has been directed to 
assume charge of the post. 

(2) Pao Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi, 
forwards an application for sick leave from 
Ch’éng-yii, late Judicial Commissioner of 
Shansi, who has been promoted to be 
Financial Commissioner in Szechw’an. 
The Imperial Rescript grants him one 
month’s leave. 

(3) Wén-yuh, acting Governor-General 
of Min-Chéh, memorializes requesting that 
a captain in the naval brigade, named Yii 
Che-t’ing, who has been required to pro- 
ceed to Peking for presentation, may post- 
pone his departure for the present. The 
officer in question is in command of two 
battalions of troops at Pagoda Anchorage, 
and the men uuder his instruction are 
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beginning to shew great progress, At the 
present jancture, when the defence of the 
seaboard is a matter of paramount im- 
portance, it would be wunadvisable to 
substitute a stranger in his place. —Re- 
script: Be it as is requested, Let the 
Board of War take note. 

August 2let—(1) A memorial by Li 
Cl’ing-ao, Governor of Honan, reporting 
the sentences awarded in an appeal case, 
The plaintiff's father was murdered by 
burglars, who, for complicated reasons 
which the memorialist explains at great 
Jength, were not dealt with in a manner 
that satisfied the plaintiff, whose grief at 
his father’s death was excessive. ‘I'hie 
having given rise toa suspicion in his mind 
that justice was not being done, he 
appealed to Peking. The plaintiff's sus- 
picions were very pardonable under the 
circumstances, and memorialist begs that 
his offence may be overlooked. 

(2) A memorial by the same officer 
reporting trial and decision in the follow- 
ing case :—Wang-Ni and his mother dwelt 
in a village in the Huai-ning district, 
having as their neighbours one Yi-Ko. 
Yi Ko had lent Wang-Ni 390 cash, and 
was constantly pressing him for repayment 
which Wang-Ni as frequently evaded. 
One day Yii-Ko had come as usual for his 
money, and was accueed of displaying a 
grasping dispusition by the mother and 
son, This remark gave rise to much abuse 
on both sides, which was ended in Wang- 
Ni attacking Yii-Ko with a knife. Yii-Ko 
then ran away pursued by Wang-Ni, who 
eventually caught him up, whereupon Yii- 
Ko turned on Wang-Ni and snatched 
the knife from him; Wang-Ni stooped 
to pick up astone, and Yii-Ko stabbed him 
in the back. Wany-Ni, upon this, seized 
Yii-Ko by the queue, and Yii-Ko stabbed 
him several times, inflicting wounds of 
which he died. It then occurred to Yii-Ko 
that the mother might prove dangerous as 
& witness, whereupon he returned and 
killed her also. Yii-Ko has been sentenced 
to decapitation. 

(3) A memorial by the same officer 
reporting his return to the provincial 
capital from a tour of military inspection, 
and reporting on the general condition of 
the troops and garrisons throughout the 
province of Honan. He held inspections 
of troops wherever he went, and found them 
well versed in drill of every description ; 
the men were of fit age and robust, and 
handy in the use of their weapons. He 
made a point of studying the conditions of 
the country and the character of the peo- 
ple at the various places he visited, and 
has arrived at the general conclusion that 
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“ forms the certificate of membership of 


the people in the southern portion of the 
rovince are turbulent, overbearing and 
itigious ; and the official underlings crafty, 
deceitful and difficult to manage. The 
population of the north has the reputation 


77 


of being honest and simple, forming itself. 
into local societies for mutual protection 


and assistance, ; 

August 22nd—(1) Ting Pao-chéng, Go- 
vernor of Shantung, reports the arrival of 
the entire squadron of grain-junks, with 
the southern contingent of the tribute 
rice for Peking, at Pa-li Miao, on the 
north bank of the Yellow River, where 
they Jay to await a rise at the next 
freshet in order to re-enter the Grand 
Canal. The total number of grain junks 
that had come forward through Shantung 
was 611, and great efforts in the way of 
deepening the channel of the Canal have 
been rendered necessary by the excessive 
drought of the season. The vessels reached 
Tsi-ning-chow by the 12th July, and were 
delayed here for some days for want of 
water. Heavy falls of rain occurred, 
however, by good fortune, about this 
time, causing a rise in the waters of the 
river Wén, which enabled the squadron to 
move on. They passed the newly con- 
atructed sluice called the Shih Li Cha 
(ten li sluice), and entered the Yellow 
River on the 18th July, and by the next 
day but one the entire number of junks 
had been navigated down to their an- 
chorage ground on the opposite bank. 

(2) Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of Kiang- 
su, reports the capture, at Woosung, and 
immediate execution of Huang Shao- 
fu, formerly a suldier, who had become 


. & member of an affiliated society F BE 
i; at the solicitation of one Liu Ting-hwei, 


an escaped criminal. This man had given 


or cloth badge that 


the society, on which are printed certain 
characters in blue. Liu Ting-hwei, who 
persistently denied his guilt, has died in 
prison. 

August 23rd—(1) A Decree ordering the 
confiscation of the property of a sub- 

refect denounced by Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Bovernor-General of Shéngking, for large 
deficiencies in certain accounts to be ren- 
dered by him. 

(2) A Decree. The acting Vice-Pre- 
sident Kwoh Sung-tao memorializes stating 
that he has not recovered from his long- 
standing complaint, and praying that he 
may be released from the duties of his 
acting appointment. Let Kwoh Sung-tao 
be permitted to vacate the t of acting 
Vice-President of the Board of: AE He 
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will still be required, at the proper time, 
to proceed on the mission to which he was 
originally appointed. (N.B.—Kwo Sung- 
tao is the senior of the two envoys to 
Great Britain appointed last year.) 

(3) Wu Ta-chéng, Literary Chancellor of 
the Province of Shen-si, requests that 
Ts’ang-Hieh (one of the reputed inventors 
of the Chinese written character) may be 
canonised, and worshipped with the same 
sacrifices that are offered to Wén-ch’ang 


a=. the God of Literature, a divinity 


of the second order. The memorialist 
pons out that the superior man never 
oses sight of primary causes, and that by 
the rules of propriety honour is due to 
those men of ancient times who have given 
laws to mankind. It is to books and liter- 
ature that the spread of education and 
enlightenment is due; by them the dis- 
tinctions of shape and sound have been 
created, and the laws of propriety and 
right principle have had their growth, 
Ts’ang-Hieh was the founder of literature, 
just as Sien-Nung was the founder of the 
art of agriculture. Ts’ang-Hieh is said 
to have been buried in Ya Hsien, and 
at a village in Pai Shui Hsien, in the 
province of Shansi, which is the ancient 
Ya Heien of the Han dynasty, there is 
a Temple dedicated to his memory in which 
an ancient inscription is still preserved. 
A great portion of this inscription is oblit- 
erated, but from what remains it is evi- 
dently laudatory of the inventor of the 
written character. The memorialist sug- 
gests that this Temple be restored, and 
that the proper Buard be instructed to 
draw up aritual, in accordance with which 
sacrifice shall be paid to Ts’ang Hieh ; also 
that instructions be given for the erection 
of temples in his honour at all provincial 
cities and prefectural and district towns, 
throughout the Empire, at which sacrifice 
shall be made to him twice a year by the 
authorities.—Referred to the Buard of 
Rites for consideration. 

(4) A memorial by the same officer, in 
which he reports that he has handed over 
charge of the Literary Chancellorship of 
the Province of Kansuh to Aati-ying-k’uei 
in accordance with the Imperisl Decree 
sunctioning the appointment of a second 
Chancellor to the province of Kansuh, 
which has been hitherto, with Shensi, 
under the control of one officer. 

August 24th.—(Court Circular.) Kwoh 
Sung-tao returned thanks for having been 
allowed to vacate his acting appointment, 


(1) A Decree. Let T’ung-Hwa 


act as Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of War. : 


(2) Wén-Yih, acting Governor-General 
of Min-Chéh, reports that he is unable to 
forward the allotted contribution ont of 
‘the salt duties towards the military ex- 
penditure in Kansuh. He gives a list of 
sumd amounting to Tis. 300,000, the 
estimated amount of the salt duties that 
have to be contributed by the province for 
different purposes, and declares that it is 
utterly impossible to raise the 50,000 trels, 
the amount set down as the contribution 
from Fuhkien towards the army in Kansuh. 
He suggests that this sum shall be raised 
elsewhere. — Referred to the proper Board 
for consideration. 

The rest of this day’s Gaxette is occupied 
with Memorials from the same officer, re- 
commending certain unimportant military 
promotions and transfers. 

August 25th.—(1) The Boatd of Cen- 
sorate reports the following appeal case :— 
Kien Tsze-k’i, a native of Sze-ch’wn, 
complains that certain of his kinsmen, in 
consequence of his: adopted father having 
refused them the loan of a barrow, had 
trumped up some charge against him, 
which resulted in his being heavily mulcted 
by corrupt official underlings. They then 
seized his adopted father, plundered his 
house, and beat him so cruelly that he 
died. The inquest on the body, and the 
subsequent trial of the guilty parties, were 
a mere farce, and not only were the 
defendants allowed to get off scot free, 
but the present appellant was actually 
seized and severely beaten, and the pro- 
perty left by his adopted father’s second 
wife to her first husband’s son was made 
over to the defendants.—Referred in the 
usual manner. 

(2) P’an Ting-sin, Commissioner of Fi- 
nance for the Province of Yiinnan, Acting- 
Governor and Acting Literary Chancellor 
of the same Province, reports that the 
Literary Chancellor has been obliged to 
vacate his post in consequence of the death 
of a parent, and prays that an officer may 
at once be sent to fill the vacant post. 

(3) Liu Chang-yeo reports two daring 
acts of burglary in the district of Fu-min 
in the Province of Yiinnan, Although cer- 
tain allowance should be made for the 


recently disturbed condition of the Pro-° 


vince, and there are doubtless numbers of 
disbanded braves always ready fur mis- 
‘Chief, still the Magistrate has been guilty 
of carelessness, and the memorialist sug- 
gests that this officer, with certain of his 
subordinates, be stripped of their rank 
and deprived of office, but retained in the 
district to assist their successors in appre- 
hending the burglars.—Resoript: Let it 
be as requested. 
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(4) Supplementary Memorial by Li 
Hung-chang, Governor-General of Chihli, 
requesting the immediate dismissal of 
the magistrate of the district of Wang-tu 


wy 5K RK. A wayside robbery having 


- been committed within his jurisdiction, 


not only did he not take energetic steps 
for the apprehension of the criminals and 
recovery of the plunder, but he allowed 
the officers charged with their arrest to 
seize innocent peraons, and endeavour to 
extort from them by torture an admissiou 
of guilt. in order to rid themselves of their 
task.—Rescript : Let Wu Shih-ts’tian be 


at once deprived of office. Let the reat be 


dealt with as proposed. 


(5) Wang Wén-shao, Governor of Hunan, 
offers on behalf of himself and his subor- 
dinates a contribution in aid of the suffer- 
ers by famine in the North. They were 
deeply moved by the perusal of the 
Decree lately published with reference to 
the distress in Chihli, Filled with 
sympathy for the suffering population, 
they feel that this is a fitting opportunity 
for displaying their gratitude for the 
benefits heaped upon them by His Ma. 
jesty. They have accordingly subscribed 
a sum of Taels 30,000, which they have 
sent by steamer from Hankow to Tientsin, 
vid Shanghai, under charge of an officer 
who has been instructed to hand it over 
to the Governor of Shun-t’ien. It is their 
earnest wish that abundant rain may 
speedily fall, in time to admit of an 
autumn crop being sown, that so a bare 
sufficiency may be obtained for those 
who are in want. The amounts re- 
spectively subscribed are specified in the 
Memorial. The Governor heads the 
list with Taels 6,000; the Commissioner 
of Finance gives Taels 3,000, the Pro- 
vincial Judge Tis. 2,000, and the other 
provincial officials, from Taotais down to 
expectant magistrates, contribute sums 
varying from Taels 1,000 to Taels 200.—A 
Rescript is appended to the Memorial, 
directing the proper Board to consider 
what special honorary reward shall be con- 
ferred upon the Governor in recognition of 
this donation, and calling upon the Board 
of Revenue to reward the other officers 
according to precedent, 


August 26th.—The acting Governor: 
General of Hukwang, Wéng T’ung-tsio, 
memorislizes with reference to an alleged | 
case of attempted seduction on the part of 
a public officer, which has been brought to 
his notice by a despatch from P’éng Yii-lin, 
the Inspector-General of the Yangtez 
naval forces, The complainant is a woms 
named T’an Hu-she, wife of a physician a! 


Wu-ch’ang, who had been called in to 
attend upon a Colonel named Wang Shun- 
yen. According to the woman’s complaint, 
the officer in question, - after his recovery, 
had become very intimate in her husband’s 
household, and had induced her son to 
become a member of a sworn brotherhood, 
proceeding afterwards, with the aid of an 
expectant Prefect named Twan She-lien to 
entice her husband into a similar comnec- 
tion, his ultimate aim being no other than 
that of effecting the seduction of complain- 
ant herself. She had repeatedly repelled 
advances on his part, in revenge for which 
he was stated tu be plotting to do her an 
injury. On receipt of this petition the 
parties had been summuned, but the 
incriminated officials steadfastly deny their 
guilt. A decree is requested stripping 
them ad hoo of their rank, in order that 
they may be placed regularly on trial.— 
Granted by rescript. 


August 27th.—(1) A decree appointing 
Shéng Tai Ft Re to the post of Judicial 
Commissioner for the province of Cheh- 
kiang. 

(2) A decree renewing the appointment 
of Sih-kw’ei 4 as Superintendent of 
the Imperial manufactory at Nanking. 

(3) Kin Shun, lieutenant-general of the 
army of the west, memorializes reporting 
a success obtained by the Imperial troops 
under the walls of the town of Manas. 
On the 7th of June last, he observes, he 
had already reported the advance of the 


force entitled the Ting Si Ying Fe py, 


under its commander, the Brigadier-Gene- 
ral K’ung Te’ai, to a point known as Shih-li 
Tun, distant ten li northwest from Manas, 
and the successful issue of several engage- 
ments, On the 8th July he received a re- 

ort to the following effect from General 
Kung Te’ai :—For some days after the ad- 
vance of the force to the vicinity of Manas, 
skirmishes had taken place, in the course 
of which a number of prisoners had heen 
taken and beheaded. On the 25th May, 
a prisoner named Ma Wén-yiian was 


> brought in alive, who stated, on examina- 
: tion, that the city was running short of 


provisions, and that some 3,000 mounted 
rebels belonging to the North and South 
of the city (ur, both the northern and 
southern cities) were said to have agreed 
with the “ turban-wearing Mahommedans ” 
(the non-Chinese Mussulmans), to make a 
foray for the capture of supplies. Upon 
this K’ung Ts’ai tovk counsel with his 
colleague K’éh-si-k'éh-t’u, aud came to the 
conelusion that, as the force hadad vanced so 
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far into the insurgent territory, theopportn- 
nity must be taken to strikea vigorous blow, 
or otherwise it would be useless to hope 
for triumph over the enemy, who would 
come forth, on the contrary, at the first 
favourable moment, to intercept vur aup- 
plies. In pursuance of this decision, the 
encampment was broken up at 9 p.m. on 
the 27th May, the troops being supplied 
with dry rations, and each soldier furnished 
with a couple of stakes of wood. A 
lieutenant was left in command of a regi- 
ment of cavalry, which was to be paraded 
at daylight the following morning in front 
of the position at Shih-li Tun as a demon- 
stration of support, whilst the remainder 
of the force, both horae and foot, rapidly 
advanced by the bright starlight until 
they found themselves, sbout midnight, at 
a little more than a milefrom the north-west 
angle of the town, on the bank of a dry 
watercourse. The troops were at once 
set to work to entrench themselves aud: 
to erect a stockade, which was completed 
before daylight. So soon as this was dis- 
covered by the enemy, they sallied out to 
the attack, but K’ung Ts’ai arrayed his 
forces for the encounter, and just as all 
preparations were completed the main 
body of the enemy swarmed forward. 
They were met by a volley of the foreign 
firearms and simultaneous discharges of 
the p’i shan (mountain-splitting) artillery, 
the troops shewing equal firmness of 
attitude and steadiness in fight. The 
enemy made repeated but almost in- 
variably unsuccessful onslaughts, and the 
action lasted for several hours, in the 
course of which a great number of the 
enemy were slain. At length their so- 
styled generalissimo Ma Hing was struck 
down from his horse by a cannon shot, at 
which the insurgents were thrown into dis- 
order, and the force advanced shouting 
enthusiastically, and slaughtering the 
enemy with sword and spear. Some scores 
were cut down in hand to hand combat, and 
the insurgents, unable to withstand the 
onset, retreated within their outwork, from 
which they poured discharges of musketry 
and artillery upon the attacking party, 
Several men of the force were wounded on 
this occasion. An attempt to storm the 
outwork was now made, and Kwei-ch’éng, 
an acting Major of the Manchu division, 
headed the storming party. He was the 
first to climb the stockade and to cut down 
one of the rebels, but just as the place was 
carried by assault he fell, struck down by 
the rebel fire. The outwork, once carried, 
was at once levelled to the ground, aud at 
about 1 p.m. the troops were withdrawn 
from the field. On the 29th, a sally was 


made in great force by the insurgents, who 
issued after the breakfast hour from their 
entrenchments, and did all in their power to 
provoke a combat; but K’any Te’ai kept 
steadfastly under cover until a fitting op- 
portunity should occur. At length, toward 
noon, the enemy, on finding that our 
troops declined to come forth, began 
either to dismount from their horses to 
rest, or to straggle back to their camps. 
K’ung Ts’ai upon this gave the order to 
advance, and the troops, issuing in the 
order prescribed to them from their 
entrenchments, fell upon the enemy and 
routed them with great loss. They were 
pursued up to the suburbs of the city, but 
here a check was sustained, an insurgent 
force suddenly issuing from an ambush, 
by whose fire the two leaders of the pur- 
suing force lost their lives. In the 
three days’ fighting which terminated 
with this result, upward of four hundred of 
the most desperate of the insurgent fight- 
ing men were slain, beside their so-styled 
generalissino Ma Hing, and fourteen of 
their so-styled officers were taken prisoner. 
Four small pieces of cannon were captured, 
with between 100 and 160 trophies in the 
in the shape of flags, horses, aud weapons. 
The loss in killed and wounded on the 
Imperial side was about 20 officers aud 
men. The fourteen prisoners have been 
simultaneously executed, after taking their 
depositions. — To thig report from his 
subordinate, General Kin Shun adds some 
laudatory comments, and states that, as 
reinforcements had reached him on the 11th 
July, he has agreed with the Taotai Liu 
Kin-t’ang, Oommander-in-chief of the 
Hunan irregulars, to advance with him 
on the 22ud July to prosecute the opera- 
tions already begun for the recovery of 
Manas. Promotions and honours are soli- 
cited on behalf of those who distinguis'ed 
themselves on the late occasion. —For 
rescript see Gazette of August 17th. 

(2) In a postscript Memorial, Kin Shun 
reports the issue of a temporary seal to an 
officer named Shakhtulinchabu, who was 
about to proceed at the head of a force 
of Manchu cavalry to Hei-taze Wo 


FE =I RR a, to take charge of a convoy 
of supplies from the Russians. 

August 28th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with memorials on 
administration from Liu Ch’ang-yeo, 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kwei- 
chow. 

August 29th.—(1) A decree appointing 
Sung-shén to the dignity of Assist- 
ant-Expositor in the Han-lin College. 
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(N.B.—Sung-shén is a son of Ts’ung-shih, 
the acting Governor-General of Shéngking, 
and a nephew, consequently, of C:’ung- 
how, one of the Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs.) 

(2) The acting Governor of Kiangse 
reports the purchase ard despatch north- 
wards of the quota of rice from that 
rovince, according to the system recently 
introduced. The O. M. 8. N. Co. has 
purchased and shipped to Tientsin by its 
steamers, for delivery at T’ung Chow, 
87,780 piculs of grain, including the allow- 
ances for waste, forming thirteen cargoes 
in all. ‘Ihe Company will make its own 
arrangements for the transhipment and 
delivery at ‘T’ung Chow. 

(3) The same official reports upon the 
receipts of the Custom-house at Kan-chow 
in the south of Kiangse, which, owing 
to the altered state of circumstances, 
is no longer able to yield its former 
amount of returus. The regulation amount 
of revenue with which the Kan-chow 
Custom-house is assessed is 'Tis. 46,000 and 
odd per annum, besides Tle. 38,000 by way 
of additional assessment subsequently im- 
posed. The Taotai of the Ki-Nan-Kan- 
Ning circuit has now, however, repre- 
sented that the total amount collected 
fur the twelve months ending the 8th 
of May last was, inclusive of the meltage 
charge, no more than Tis. 31,307, beside 
a sum of Tis. 1,495 collected at the Lin- 
hing barrier on miscellaneous articles. To 
the amount of collection has to be added 
the sum of Tis, 49,139.8.7, credited to 
the Kan-chow Custom-house by the Customs 
at Shanghai in compensation for the silk 
duty (formerly levied at Kanchow on 
silk in transitu to Canton), making total 
revenue Tis. 81,942 odd. ‘The incidental 
charges on this collection are as follows :— 
Official fees to the Board and Supervisorate 
at Peking, salary of Superintendent, and 
wages, ‘I'ls. 6,180; expenses ef trans- 
mission and allowance to ofticer in charge 
of convoy, Tls. 1,339. The amounts sent 
forward have been the regulation sum 
of Tle. 46,471, and Tis. 28,023 on 
account of the supplementary assese- 
ment. It is pointed out that the 
main sources of revenue of the Kan-chow 
Customs are tea and silk, and that since 
the opening of additional Treaty ports 
along the coast and rivers, these staples 
have been shipped for the most part from 
the ports of Shanghai and Ki i 
whilst imports from Canton are carried by 
steamer up the Yangteze, without going 
near the Kan-chow Custom-house. The 
principal source of revenue now depended 
upon there is sugar and the timber going 





:down in rafts. Owing to protracted 
drought last autumn and winter, the 
streams ran dry and the rafte were long 
‘unable to proceed; whilst on the other 
hand the floods of the past spring pre- 
: vented merchandize ascending the rivers. 
- These various causes are pleaded in excuse 
for the falling off of the revenue. 
. Auguet 30th. — (1) Wang Wéng-shao, 
Governor of Hunan, -memorializes on the 
application of certain officials of the pro- 
_ vince, representing the meritorious con- 
, duct of a lady named Wang, the niece of 
: an expectant Prefect, who was betrothed 
, aa a girl to the son of a neighbour named 
Ku Nai-teh. Her intended husband lost 
his life in 1860 at the taking of Hangchow 
» by the rebels, but it was not until 1864 
_ that confirmation of the news of his 
; decease was obtained. The bereaved 
, young lady thereupon insisted upon ful- 
filling the duty of entering his family as 
- his widow, and for the last twelve years 
_ she has devoted herself entirely to the care 
, of her intended bridegroom’s parents. A 
, token of the Imperial approbation is so- 
‘licited accordingly on her behalf. In 
, the same memorial another application of 
. the like description is embraced.—Granted 
, by reacript. 
_ (2) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
execution by ling-cl’e (slicing to death) 
of a lunatic guilty of the murder of his 
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grandmother, whom he hacked to death. 


_ With a chopper in a fit of frenzy. 
, August 3lst.—No dvcuments of im- 
, portance. : 
, Sept. Ist.—Pao Yiian-shén, Governor 
_ of Shansi, reports in a memorial occupying 
, the entire Gazette, the result of an enquiry 
. into a case referred back, after appeal to 
, Peking, by a decree dated Sept. 8th, 1873. 
, The complainant, Ma King, a graduate of 
- the Yang-kao district, had petitioned 
_ against illegal exactions on the part of the 
. Magistraie’s revenue clerks. Ou the trial 
which has been instituted at the provincial 
capital, the following facts have been 
‘elicited :—Ma King, the complainant, 
obtained his degree as bachelor at the 
examinations of 1833. The land revenue 
of the district in question is assessed at the 
following rates (per mow?) :—Commuted 
“capitation tax, 9 candareens 4 cash, with 
2 cands. 6 cash meltage fee; rice levy, 
38 mace 8 cands. 4 cash, with 1 cand. 
"7 cash meltage fee ; and bean levy, 4 mace 
9 ands. 9 cash,—a total, under all heads, 
* of Tael 1.0.7. (N.B.—There must be an 
‘ error in the figures given in the Gazette, 
: a8 addition shews a total, on the above 
_ items, of only Tael 0.9.7.) The taxpayers 
‘were divided into two classes, called the 
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northern and southern divisions ; but their 
payments were in all cases made at current 
weight, which is less than that of the 
Government scales, The northern divi- 
sion, consisting in a mountainous and 
unfrequented region, was altogether 
devoid of silver of the proper 
purity, whilst in the southern division . 
the circulating medium is.of an even 
atill Jower degree of fineness than in the 
neighbouring sub-district, For this reason, 
an additional charge has long been made, 
on the collection of revenue, under the 
head of fee for difference of weight, melt- 
age, and sundry expenses, amounting to 
2 mace 1 candareen for the southern divi- 
sion, and 2 mace 5 candareens for the 
northern division. In the southers divi- 
sion all payments were made in silver, but 
in the northern division silver and cash 
were taken indiscriminately, the copper 
money being received at prevailing rates. 
This system has been in force for a great 
length of time, the exact period of its 
cummencement being unknown. The 
market rate for cash in the district was 
640 standard com to the thousand 
(nominal) cash. In the proclamation issued 
in the Spring of 1872, announcing the 
collection of the first half-year’s taxes, 
the magistrate inadvertently set forth the 
amount of regulation levy at 1 Tael, 
instead of 1 Tael 7 candareens, the 
proper total, beside the charge of 2 mace 5 
candaureens for extra charges in the 
northern division. No exaction whatever 
was demanded over and above the 
authorized amount; but it is found that 
the revenue clerk, Liu Wan-héng, imposed 
an extra fee for stationery and office 
expenses, with the privity of some of his 
fellows, under which head he levied in 
all a sum of 7,600 cash. The complainant 
in the present case put himself forward, 
asa literary graduate, to complain against 
illegal taxation, the fact being that what 
he complained against was the fraction in- 
advertently omitted from the Magistrate’s 
notification. His complaint in the first 
instance led to a tumult in the Yamén, 
for stirring up which he was committed to 
custody by the magistrate and threatened 
with deprivation of his literary status. 
Hence his appeal to Peking. Asa result 
of the enquiry, the offending revenue clerk 
had been imprisoned to await trial, and it 
is certified that he has died in confinement 
from natural causes. The complainant is 
punished for bringing a false charge by 
permanent deprivation of his literary 
grade; and other minor parties to the 
case have been sentenced as the circum- 
stances require.—Reacript ; Let the Board 


of Punishments consider and report here- 
Upon. 
Sept. 2nd.—Nodocuments ofimportance. 
Sept. Srd.—(Court Circular.) Kwoh 
Sung-tao (Senior Envoy-designate to Great 
Britain) applied for three months’ congé 
and leave to return to his native place. 

(1) A Decree, Wén Kéh (acting Go- 
vernor-General of Szech’wan), and T’an 
Chung-lin (Governor of Shensi) have 
heretofore at divers intervals reported 
to Us that disturbances had been 
caused by lawless offenders in the Tung- 
hiang district in Szech’wan, and that the 
ringleader, named Yiian T’ing-kiao, had 
effected his escape. ‘'he Oensor Wu Chén 
subsequently represented to Us that the 
Prefect Yih Yin-che had been guilty of 
maladministration, and that innocent 
persons had been slaughtered by the 
General, Li Yeo-héng. We issued com- 
mands, hereupon, to Wén Kéh to institute 
enquiry and take judicial action. It has 
now been reported to Us by the Censor 
Kw’ei Kwang, supervisur of the North 
division of Peking, that Ytian T’ing-kiao 
has secretly made his way to the capital, 
aud, having been apprehended, has made 
the following statement, viz., that 
owing to intolerable exactions demanded 
last year. by the notables of the district, 
he had gone at the head of a concourse of 
persons to their committee-house to hold 
a reckoning. Upon this the district 
Magistrate reported a rising of the 
inhabitants and asked that troops be sent 
againstthem. Li Yeo-héng then massacred 
[a number of] unoffending persons, and 
carried off women and girls by way of 
booty. The Censor was besought to 
represent this on his (the prisuner’s) 
behalf. We command that Yiian T’ing- 
kiao be handed over to the Hoard of 
Punishments for trial, and that he be 
detained for the time being in confinement. 
Let Li Han-chang and Wén Kéh make a 
searching investigation into the particulars 
stated in his depositions, aud make veracious 
report to Us of the facts as they exist. 
Let there be no approach to an attempt at 
acreening the incriminated parties. 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, acting Governor-General 
of Shéng-king, memorializes soliciting a 
postponement of the winter hunt, which 
should be undertaken this year, on the 
ground of insufficiency of funds. He re- 
presents that since the annual winter hunt 
was suspended in 1853, the lands within 
the Imperial deer forests toward the north- 
east, in the territory of Kirin, have been 
occupied by tillers of the soil, under 
official eanction, in consequence of which 
the supply of game in the south-oastern 
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portion of the hunting grounds has been 
cut off from its former sources, 

the deer are continually decreasing in 
numbers. When the resumption of the 
winter hunts was ordered by Decree in 
1869, it waa found that the regulation 
number of deer could not be obtained, 
and it was then requested that the 
hunt should take place only in alternate 
years. The regulations require that, for 
the purposes of the hunt, a body of 
1,000 soldiery is to be assembled from the 
different garrisons. The officers provide 
their own expenses, but for the private 
soldiers a batta allowance of Tls. 16 per 
man is to be issued, entailing a total 
outlay of upwards of Tle. 15,900. The 
additional expenses for saddlery aud accou- 
trements, tents, field provisions, amount- 
ing to not less than Tls. 30 or 40 per man, 
are met, according to usage, by a general 
army subscription. The object of the 
winter hunt is not only the securing of 
dainties for the Imperial table, but also 
the exercise of the soldiery in the discharge 
of their duties ; but in the existing state 
of impoverishment of the exchequer and 
insufficiency of the forces to meet the 
requirements of the services, it is con- 
sidered that the winter hunt, if now 
proceeded with, would be a duty of exces- 
sive hardship. It is prayed therefore that 
it may be omitted until the next bien- 
nial period, when, as circumstances may 
permit, the memorialists will report as 
to its resumption. The provision of air- 
dried deer’s-flesh and of deer’s tails, which 
should be forwarded to Court during the 
present year, has been attended to by 
parties of soldiery sent to hunt beyond 
the border, and shall be duly transmitted 
to Peking.—Resoript granting the solicited 
postponement. 

(2) Kwoh Sung-tao memorializes solicit- 
ing, on the ground of continued illness, 
relief from his employment as an acting 
Vice-Presideut of the Board of War and 
asa Minister of the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs, in order that he may be enabled 
to return to his home and devote himself 
in tranquillity to the restoration of his 
health.—For reecript see Gazette of 23rd 
inst, 

Sept. 4th.—(1) A decree acceding to the 
request presented by Li Pei-zing, Governor 
of Kweichow, who has denounced an acting 
district Magistrate, named Wu Yen-yao, 
for indulging in arbitrary exactions from 
the Miao-teze population of the Liu-tung 
villages under pretext of administrative 
measures on the restoration of order. He 
is directed to be stripped of his zank-and 
put on trial. 
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(2) A decrees removing Hwén Hung-i, 
prefect of Kwei-yang Fu, from his post, 
and ordering him to Peking for audience, 
on a representation from the Governor of 
Kweichow declaring him to be inefficient 
{n the discharge of the duties of his post. 

(8) A decree cashiering or removing a 
number of district magistrates in Kiangsi, 
on a representation from the Governor, 
Liu Ping-chang. 

(4) Yoh-ling, the Lientenant-General su- 
perintending the Customs’ collectorate of 
the left wing of the Banners of Peking, 
reports the result of his administration for 


' the twelve months ending August Ist, 1876. 


The amount Jevied upon cattle has been 
Taels 17,933,4.5, and by way of house 
tax Taels 7,686. The ‘‘ standard” amount 
that should be levied under the first head 
is Taels 10,008; but the receipts shew a 
deficiency, under the head of ‘‘supple- 


mentary augmentation,” of Taels 16,247.. 


The falling off is accounted for in great 
measure by the dronght of the past season, 
which has tended to keep cattle drovers 
from bringing their animals to Peking, 
and to other subsidiary causes, including a 
decree issued some years ago, at the 
instance of the Board of War, forbidding 
the marketing of horses at Peking. 

Sept. 5th.—(1) Siang-hiang, the Lieu- 
tenant-General in charge of the Customs 
collectorate of the right wing of the Pekin 
Banners, reports the amount aliacted 
during the twelve-months ended August 
lat, 1876, at Taele 17,103.1.4 from cattle 
duties and Taels 3,264 from house-tax. 

(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Min-chéh and the Governor of Fuhkien 
report that the Prefect of Kien-ning Fu, 
Li Ki-yen, has applied for leave to retire 
from the service to devote himself to at- 
tendance on his aged parents. An expec- 


tant-Prefect, named Chao Kin #14, 


is declared to have the requisite knowledge 
of affairs to fit him for the acting appoiut- 
ment. (N.B. The retirement of Li Ki- 
yen is probably not unconnected with the 
recent anti-missionary outbreaks at Kien- 
ning Fu). 

(3) Wén-tien, the late Superintendent of 
Customs at Canton, reports the equipment 
of four large junks for the preventive 
service on the coast of the Sin-an and 
Hiang-shan districts (i.e. near Hongkong 
and Macao), in the multitudinous creeks 
and inlets to which the supervision of 
steam gunboats is unable to extend. The 
total outlay for these junks, including 
armament and equipment, has been Taels 
13,728. 
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(4) Yang Ch’ang-stin, Governor of Cheh- 
kiang, memorializes observing that the 
main souree of revenue in that pro- 
vince is the likin impost, and that this 
depends for the bulk of its yield upon the 
tax on silk, There has, however, been a 
continuous decline in the receipts of late 
years, owing to the falling off in the pro- 
duction of silk in the adjacent provinces. 
The yield in Chehkiang this year has been 
injuriously affected by the tempestuous 
weather of the past spring, and it is calcu- 
lated that there will be a falling off of 20 
or 30 per cent. onthe amcunt usually 
oullected. ‘This deficiency will awount to 
not less than asum of Taels 300,000—a 
prospect which excites feelinys of the live- 
liest grief in the Governor’s mind. 

Sept. 6th.—(Court Circular.) Audience 
was this morning given to Kwoh Sung-t’ao 
(Envoy Designate to England.) 

(1) Yaug Ch’ang-siin, Governor of Cheh- 
kiang, repeats his application for permis- 
sion to retire. The two months’ leave 
granted to him on the occasion of his last 
application has now expired. In his im- 
paired health he finds the responsibilities 
of his office too much for him, and is 
exercised lest he should be unequal to the 
task imposed upon him by the forthcoming 
civil aud military examinations, He is 
advised by his medical attendant that if he 
now misses the opportunity of rooting out 
the disease, the time will come when it 
will be beyond the reach of medical treat- 
ment. The memorislist, who states that 
he is past fifty, yet hopes to enjoy many 
years of life, if his prayer is answered, and a 
sucoessor be quickly appointed. The 
Rescript is as follows :—‘‘ Let Yang 
Chang-siin be again granted two months’ 
sick leave ; he need not vacate his post.” 

(2) The same high official reports that 
owing to the state of his health, he shalt 
not be able to live in the Examination 
Hall during the approaching examinations 
as required by regulation. ' He has there- 
fore requested the Literary Chancellor, 
Hu Jui-lan, to go in his stead. 

(3) A memorial from the same states 
that the silk merchants having applied for 
a reduction of a certain tax of four dollars 
on each bale of silk, on the plea that the 
value of silk has fallen, the likin Board 
have consented to reduce the tax to 
$2.40. The proceeds of this tax, which is 
a voluntary contribution over and above 
the likin, supply the funds required for 
building and keeping in repair the sea 
wall, 1,800 chang of which still remains 
to be done. The contribution has been 

aid for so many years that merchants 


look upon it as a matter of course, and in 


the absence of other sources fronr which 
to draw, the reduced tax must continue to 
be collected, until such time as the worke 
are completed, and there are funds sufii- 
cient for yearly repairs, when it will be 
abolished. 

Sept. 7th.—(1) Hu Chung-ho (4A 
is] FAN), late Commander-in-chief in Sze- 
chw’an, reports having given up charge to 
his successor, and proceeded to take up 
his new appointment as Commander-in- 
chief in Yiinnan. The L[mperial Decree 
trahsferring him to Ytinnan, received by 
the Grand Secretariat on the 11th February 
last, commanded him to proceed at once to 
* his new post, while Lien-ch’ang, Brigadier- 
General at Ch’ung-k’ing, was appointed 
acting Commander-in-chief, in Sze-chw’an, 
his vacancy being filled by T’ien Tsai-t’ien. 
It would have been the duty of Hu Chung- 
ho to proceed at once to take up his new 
appointment, but owing to the non-arrival 
of Tien Tsai-tien at Ch’ung-k’ing, Lien- 
ch’ang could not at once leave that im- 
portant post. This was represented to the 
Throne by the acting Governor-General, 
and «# Decree hastening T’ien ‘I'sai-t’ien’s 
movements was the result, Lien-ch'ang, 
the newly appointed Commander-in-chief, 
having arrived at Ch’eng-tu on the 21st of 
July, Hu Chung-ho was enabled to hand 
over his seals of office, and take his de- 
parture fur Yiinnan. The Mohamedan 
rebellion, he remarks, has now been sup- 
pressed, but military authority has not 
yet been re-established. Disbanded volun- 
teers, moreover, cause some anxiety in the 
province, and the writer, after consulting 
with the Governor-General of Sze-chw’an, 
resolved to engage five hundred Hunan 
‘‘ braves” to accompany him to Yiinnan to 
re-enforce the army of that province, as 
has already been reported in an earlier 
memorial, 

(2) P’an Ting-sin, acting-Governor of 
Yiinnan, requests that the sub-prefect of 
Wu-ting, the magistrate of Kwang-tung, 
and the sub-prefect of Ning-Chow, who 
have been ordered to Peking for presenta- 
tion at Court, may for the time be allowed 
to remain at their posts, It is pointed out 
that they have work in hand which cannot 
be cleared off in a moment, and that the 
reorganization of the districts after the 
rebellion requires the presence of men of 
ability. hen the duties which now 
engage their attention are completed, they 
shall be directed to proceed to Peking.— 
Rescript: Let it be as requested. The 
Board of Civil appointments will take note, 

(3) Ku-ni-yin-pu, Military Governor of 
Kirin, aske for the degradation of two 
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military officers who were despatched 
by Ts’ung-hwan, Lieutenant General at 
Altchuku, to effect the arrest of a band of 
brigands, According to the report supplied 
by these officers themselves, upon receiving 
intelligence that a force of banditti, num- 
bering 20 or 30 men, had emerged from 
their retreat and pillaged a place called 
Wei-tsze-kow, they set out in pursuit and 
came upon the brigands on the north 
side of the Hai-lu-k’wun river, where 
a severe loss was inflicted upon the 
band, the survivors escaping into the 
woods, Darkness coming on, these two 
officers did not venture to continue 
the chase, and accordingly withdrew 
their force to Wei-tzii-kow. ‘The Military 
Governor remarks that there was nothing 
to prevent the Imperial troops annihilating 
the brigands, and to allow them to escape 
was an act of extreme cowardice. Just 
now, when every endeavour should be 
made to put down brigandaye, remissness, 
however slight, cannot be tolerated, and it 
is requested that the two guilty officials be 
stript of their rank, and allowed to retain 
their commands, in order that may have 
an opportunity of distinguishing them- 
selves; and that should they on ahy future 
oceasion be found wanting, they may be 
denounced in the most severe terms. —The 
Rescript concurs in this sentence. 


Sept. 8th.—(!) An Imperial Decree.— 
We have heard with regret of the death of 


Wu T’ang ae RR, who received last year 


permission to resign his post of Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan, on account of ill- 
health. We command that the same 
honours be bestowed upon him as is usual 
in the case of a Governor-General, and 
that any faults he may have committed 
during his tenure of office be overlooked. 
Let the proper Board report upon the 
honours which should be conferred, and 
let the decree of Ki jen be conferred upou 
his son, that so our regard for a faithful 
Minister may be made manifest. 

(2) The Tartar General and Lieutenant- 
General at Ning-hia, in Kansuh, report the 
result of their enquiries into the conduct 
of an official against whom had _ been 
brought charges of extortion and oppree- 
sion. The officer in question was named 
Siang-sheng, and with him rested the 
management of all matters wherein Mongo! 
interests were concerned. The office was 
held for three years, and every spring 
and autumu the ineumbent made _ the 
circuit of the country committed to 
his care, In the region of A-la-shan, in 
Mongolia, Chinese cultivators from the 
adjoining province had occupied land, 


and these men were compelled by Siang- 
sheng to take out yearly licenses. About 
fifty or sixty .of these licenses were issued, 


: @ fee of five taels being levied on each, 
: with five hundred cash extra for office 


Be or te 


» them. 


expenses. Hither one cultivator took out a 
license to himself, or three or four men 
clubbed together to buy one between 
During the term of office of the 
former Commissioner, the place had not 
yet been laid waste by the rebels, and the 
cultivators were prosperous enough to 
take up fifty-five licenses. The regulations 
allowed the cultivators to come in spring 


. to prepare the ground and sow their grain, 
. and required them to return to their own 


( part of the country after the crops 
‘had been taken in. 
_ they could not always sell their stocks 
; before the time of their 


As they found 


departure 
arrived, and as the journey back and 


: forth often caused them to lose the season, 


they devoted the winter months to repair- 
ing the roads, and putting up store- 
houses for their grain. The Commissioner 


. made this a pretext for extorting fees which 


. amounted, acccrding as the year was good 


. or bad, to from six hundred to a thousand 


atrings of cash. The Commissioner, in 
addition, was in the habit of making the 
Mongol officials provide him with the 
animals he required on his journeys. 
Wien, in 1873, the new Comunissioner, 


“ Siang-sheng, was making his tour of in- 


spection, he called upon the farmers of 


. Sha-chin-t’ao-hai to renew their licenses, 


and unmindful of the fact that the T’eng- 


* k’ow region had been laid waste by the 
‘ rebels, he insisted on the same number 


: incumbency of his predecessor, 


of licenses being taken as during the 
viz., 


. fifty-five licenses at five taels, with five 
> candareens extra for office expenses, as 
! well as fees to the amount of a thousand 
> strings of cash. The cultivators, unable 


- Was 


to make up this sum, appealed to him to 
make a reduction, but this he declined to 


- do, and they had nothing for it but to 


apportion the amount over the farms 
according to their size. 

Another charge against Siang-sheng 
this. The poor people of the 
neighbourhood were all natives of Ning- 


: hia Fu, who had taken refuge in Sha- 
- chin-t’ao-hai, beyond the frontier, when 


: the country was ravaged by the rebels. 


Here they had established themselves 


: as farmers or small shopkeepers, and 


although the Ning-hia districts were 


- once more quiet, their houses and pro- 


~~ eee 


perty had been all destroyed, and it was 
out of their power to return to their 
original homes. The Commissioner, Siang- 
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sheng, put out a proclamation calling upon 
the people to return, and told their 
headman that unless they returned to 
their old homes he would make him pay 
a thousand strings of cash. The headman, 
under pressure, promised to pay five 
hundred strings, and advised the people 
to make up the amount. They refused, 
and a disturbance was on the point of 
breaking out, when the Commissioner 
fixed his departure for the 30th January. 
He did not, as usual, lay the Mongol 
officials under contributions for animals, 
but on the 26th sent a large force of 
soldiers to get horses by force from all 
quarters. The indignation of the people 
was aroused, and the headman with some 
two hundred fullowers proceeded on the 
morning of the 27th to the residence 
of the Commissioner to proclaim their 
grievance, and deprecate the seizure of 
their cattle. They went empty handed, 
without a weapon amongst them, and 
arrived at the residence while the Com- 
missioner was asleep. Roused by their 
clamouring and shouting he rushed out 
in a pair of trousers and with a 
cloth round his head; in his hand 
he held a sword which he brandished about 
calling out—‘‘ [ am asoldier, and my name 
is Wang, who dares to makea disturbance ?” 
Hereupon the mob armed themselves with 
sticks, and their leader rushed forward and 
secured the sword. The Commissioner and 
his followers were overpowered and bound 
until the people discovered that the man 
who had brandished the sword was not, 
as he had stated, a soldier named Wang, 
but the Commissioner himself. There- 
upon he was released, and the headman, 
fearing that the affair might not end there, ~ 
invited the interference of the officer in 
charge of army stores, This latter told 
the owners of cattle to retake possession of 
their animals and lead them home, apd 
made the headman and others perform the 
Ko-tow before the Commissioner, after which, 
the people dispersed. When the Commis- 
sioner returned to Ning-hia, the Mongol 
officials supplied him with twenty camels, 
and ten horses and mules. Upon his ar- 
rival at Ning-kia he returned to the Mon- 
gols twelve camels, and seven horses and 
mules. The remaining eleven animals he 
said had died. 

The Tartar General observes that 
although the practice of exacting fees 
had long been in existence, Siang- 
sheng was none the less in fault. As 
to whether these sums illegally obtained 
should be recovered from Siang-sheng, 
and as to the manner in which these abuses 
should be put a stop to, are questions 


which the Tartar General begs may be 
referred to the consideration of the 
Mongolian Superintendency, for the rea- 
son that he has no jurisdiction in Mon- 
golian territory, and has no precedent on 
which to act. He considers Siang-sheng 
has further laid himself open to panish- 
ment in allowing his followers to harass 
the people on the most frivolous pretexts 
and indulge in every possible manner of 
extortion, whereby a serious riot was 
nearly brought about. ‘Iwo men have 
died from wounds received in the scuffle 
at the Commissioner’s residence, but 
whether the wounds were the immediate 
cause of death or not is now impussible to 
say, a8 no inquest was held, and the bodies 
are now past identification, Moreover, it 
appears they survived the period within 
which had they died death would have 
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been directly attributable to the wounds. | 


Whether or not, however, the accused 
official is to be arraigned on these charges, 
is a question which the Tartar General 
leaves to the Mongolian Superintendency. 
The Tartar General further indicates the 
degree of punishment which should be in- 
flicted on the guilty clerks and soldiers, 
and an Imperial Rescript directs the Mon- 
golian Superintendency to consider the 
matter and report. 

(3) The Comptroller of the Household 
gives notice that on the 28th October next, 
Si-kwei, Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Nanking, will have com- 
pleted his year’s tenure of office. 

Sept. 9th.—(1) Ch’en Lan-pin (Envoy- 
designate to the United States, Spain 
and Peru), is named President of the 
Court of Sacrificial Ceremonies. \ 

(2) The Military Governor of the Amur 
reports that Chih-ch’eng, a member of the 
Imperial lineage, who had been banished 
for numerous robberies, has made _ his 
escape from prison while undergoing his 
trial for acts of brigandage committed 
while in banishment. Men have been 
despatched to re-arrest him, and an 
inquiry is being held to discover how he 
contrived to make his escape. It appears 
that this criminal had previously succeeded 
in eluding his keepers six times in 
succession. 

Sept. 10th.—(!) Fei Yen-li, ‘Literary 
Chancellor of the province of Honan, 
memorializes requesting the admission of 
Liu Téh, the distinguished patron of 
learning under the Han dynasty (lat 
century B.C.) to sacrificial honours in the 
temple of Confucius, on the ground of the 
services rendered by him to the preserva- 
tiou of the canonical works. It was only 
when the Han emperors, he represents, 
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had substituted encouragement of the pro- 
duction of literary records to the interdict 
against their preservation which had pre- 
viously been enacted that, little by little, 
the writings of the sages began to reappear, 
though of all the works of antiquity the 
Yih King was the only one that escaped 
intact from the fires of the ‘l's’in dynasty. 
Among the individuals to whom much was 
due at this period was Liu Téh, Prince of 
Hien, in the region of modern Shantung. 
The so-called ancient text of the Li Ki 
was recovered and preserved by his care. 
—A long disquisition follows here upon 
the varions editions of the Record of 
Rites.—It is solicited that the precedent 
set in the case of Fuh Shéng, the trans- 
mitter of the text of the Book of History, 
and Mao Chang, the transmitter of the 
Odes, may be followed as regards Liu Téh, 
and that his name be enrolled in the 
sacrificial canon.—Referred for the con- 
sideration of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang memo- 
rializes stating that, in obedience to instruc- 
tions received, he has given orders that 
seven more witnesses who are required in 
the celebrated Chehkiang adultery aud 
murder case, be at once taken to Peking. 
Two of them, women, begged to be excused, 
one on the plea that she suffered from 
fits, and the other because slre had a 
child too young to leave behind. The 
Governor, while stating that he could not 
take it upon himself to excuse the attend- 
ance of these witnesses, after the Board 
of Punishments had applied for their pro- 
duction, observes that from the nature of 
the case the evidence of the parties to the 
crime is wat is really wanted, and that out- 
siders can know nothing of the circum- 
stances, 

(3) The Governor of Chehkiang reports 


the death of Hing-kw’ei ($1 ZS), the lately 
appointed Judicial Commissioner of the 
Province. Pending the appointment of a 
successor, he has directed T’ang Shu-shen 


( eA to discharge the duties of the 
oftice. 

Sept. 11th._—(1) A Decree. A Censor 
reports to Us that he has heard that at 
the examination for the selection of pro- 
vincial examiners this year, portions of 
the P’ei wen yiin fu (Imperial Thesaurus 
of Literature) were taken in by the candi- 
dates to assist them in their papers, and 
he requests that regulations may be framed 
for the searching of candidates, Candi- 
dates for the p»st of provincial examiners 
should be actuated by feelings of self- 
respect, and it is incredible that they 
should conceal. books about them wish 


the object of attaining undeserved success. 
On future occasions We command that 
a Prince be appointed to superintend 
the examinations, whose supervision is 
not to be considered a mere matter of 
form. Regulations for searching candi- 
dates are not necessary. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung forwards 
the result of an investigation into an 
alleged case of murder in respect of which 
an appeal had been lodged at the Gendar- 
merie in Peking. The history of the case 
is this :—Iu 1865, a woman named Chow 
Wang, a native of Hai-feng Hien, in 
Shantung, finding herself in straitened 
circumstances, sold some acres of hill-land 
to one Liu Téh-wen. In the following 
year the woman and her brother, Wang 
Ping-yii, went on the land to cut brush- 
wood and grass for fuel. This they did 
on frequent occasions, until one day they 
were seen by Liu Téh-wen who raised ob- 
jections, High words passed between 
them, and Liu struck the woman with his 
fist. She at once made complaint at the 
Magistracy, and Liu was summoned. 
Finding that the woman had received no 
wound, the Magistrate inflicted a slight 
punishment on Liu, and told the woman 
not to trespass on his land again. Later 
in the year the woman’s brother, Wang 
Ping-yii, fell ill and died. His son, Wang 
Mei, aware that his father had previously 
quarrelled with Liu, entertained suspicions 
of foul play, but an inquest showed that 
death resulted from natural causes. The 
woman, however, still bearing malice on 
account of the old quarrel, bethought 
herself to trump up afcharge against Liu, 
and she accused him before the authorities 
of having taken forcible possession of 
her property, and incited his son to take 
her brother Wang’s life. A clerk in the 
Magistracy was bribed to forge a little deed 
in support of this accusation. By way of 
revenying herself on two other men who 
had once refused to lend her money, she 
charged them with inciting people to litiga- 
tion, and instigating Liu to act as he 
had. When the time came for a judicial 
inquiry, the woman, aware how hollow 
“ wae her case, failed to appear, but 
' proceeded instead to lodge her complaint 
at the Capital. There, in addition to 
’ making her previous false charges, she 
said that her son had been waylaid and 
beaten on the road, and had disappeared, 
’ po one knew where. As it has now been 
- proved that all these charges were false 
and malicious, the woman has made her- 
self liable to punishment. For an offence 
‘ of this nature the penalty is, 100 
blows, perpetual banishment 3,000 
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off, and 3 years’ penal servitude, but 

the law allows the penalty to be re- 

deemed by payment of a money fine.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 

consider and report. 


(3) The same high official reports that 
as a quantity of silks and satins from the 
Imperial manufactory at Nanking, des- 
tined for the use of the Court, was being 
conveyed through the district of Ts’i-ho 


(ZK yay BS), a band of robbers made a 


raid upon the party, and carried off goods 
to the value of Tls. 2,289. It is re- 
quested that the Magistrate of the 
district, and the officer in command of the 
military post may be stript of their rank, 
and allowed to remain at their posts in 
order that they may exert themselves to 
recover the stolen guods, and secure the 
brigands. Should they fail to effect this 
within half a month, they will be 
denounced and severely punished. The 
remaining portion of the Imperial silks 
and satins has been sent on under escort. 


Sept. 12th.—A Decree. The Governor- 
General and acting Governor of Yinnan 
request that rewards may be conferred 
upon certain officers who have distinguished 
themselves in retaking possession of the 
cities of Shun-ning Fu, T’eng-yiieh 
(Momein) and Yiin Chow, after these were 
seized by the revolted soldiery in May last, 
Making arrears of pay a pretext, a certain 
individual named Su K’ai-sien broke into 
the government offices and made himself 
master of T’eng-yiieh, Shun-ning Fu and 
Yiin Chow being subsequently pillaged by - 
the lawless characters of the locality. Yang 
Yii-k’o, Commander-in-chief in -Yiinnan, 
was despatched by the Governor-General to 
restore order, and he has proved successful 
in regaining possession of the cities which 
had fallen into the hands of the insur- 
gents, and, farthermore, in making their 
leader a prisoner. The country round 
Yung-ch’ang Fu and Mien-ning T’ing 
has been entirely cleared of rebels, and 
further steps are being taken to crush and 
extirpate any remnants of the movement. 
For distinguished service on the present 
occasion, We command that the following 
rewards be’ conferred. On Yang Yii-k’o 
We bestow a white jade thumb ring, a 
white jade feather holder, a white jade 
handled penknife, a pair of large purses, 
aud a pair of small purses. (The rewards 
conferred on other officials occupy the next 
three pages.) 

(2) Tsai-che and King-lién are named 
Superintendent and assistant-Superinten- 
dent of Customs at the Ts’ung-wén Gate 


(i.e., the Collectors of Customs for Peking, 
for the ensuing twelve months.) 

(3) Governor of Shansi reports the 
arrest and trial of a person named Kin 
Chih-chen against whom a charge of false 
acousation had been made many years ago. 
He could not be found at that time, but 
. in 1874, in a list of appointments received 
from the Board of Civil office, it was 
found that his name appeared as having 
been appointed to an assistant supervisor- 
. ship of instruction in Wen-shen Hien in 
Shansi. When he came to report himself 
at the office of the Financial Commissioner, 
he was arrested as a person against whom 
a warrant had been out for some years, 
and the Board of Civil office was requested 
to cancel his appointment. The facts 
elicited at the trial were as follows :—The 
accused, who was a native of Kiang Hien, 
had, after taking his first degree, purchased 
@ nomination to an assistant supervisorship 
of instruction. He was waiting for a 
vacancy in Kiang Hien, when, in 1865, 
the Magistrate set about repairing the 
walls of the city. The country had not 
yet recovered from the ravages of the rebels, 
and the usual plan of dividing the work 
into so many sections, and apportioning it 
over different sections of country, could not 
be followed. It was therefore agreed at a 
meeting of the gentry and elders that half 
the sum required should be contributed by 
landowners in proportion to their holdings, 
and the other half should be subscribed 
amongst persons of means. In this man- 
ner Kin Chih-chen ought to have countri- 
buted both as a landowner and a man of 
wealth, and in this latter capacity, even 
more liberally than other persons, but he 
requested the Magistrate that he might be 
called upon to contribute only as a land- 
owner. Knowing that he was the richest 
man in the district, and that the 
system of contribution had been arrived at 
by common consent, the Magistrate refused 
to entertain the request, and in this he 
was supported by the Committee of no- 
tables and elders. The mode of getting 
the work done, by levying contributions 
in proportion to the amount .of land tax 
paid, led Kin Chih-chen to suspect this 
was an illegal increase of land tax. He 
preferred a charge against the Magistrate, 
but because the taotat did not sum- 
mons him to attend, Kin Chih-chen 
imagined that his complaint had not 
been entertained. Just at this period 
he was called away on business affairs 
to Honan, and went away without 
knowing how the affair had been dealt 
with. The accusations brought against 
the Magistrate re aie Hien by a 
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member of the Censorate were in effect of a 
similar nature to those previously lodged 
by Kin Chih-chen, and when an investiga- 
tion shewed that Kin Chih-chen had pre- 
ferred false charges in a spirit of malice, 
an Imperial Decree whas obtained ordering 
his arrest and punishment. His continued 
absence prevented the immediate execu- 
tion of the warrant, but now that the 
accused has returned the case may be 
settled out of hand. The memorialist on 
behalf of the accused states that althuugh 
the charges made by him against the 
Magistrate were false, Kin Chih-chen 
had some cause for the suspicions he 
entertained, for as a matter of fact the 
manner of getting the walls repaired 
was not usual, and the contributions re- 
quired from landowners were levied in 
proportion to the land tax. It cannot 
be said that he was influenced by 
malice and resentment, neither, seeing the 
circumstances under which he left, cam he 
be charged with having putposely hung 
back when required to substantiate his 
charges, The penalty which the law 
requires under these circumstancesis eighty 
blows, but as the sentence was given 
before the general amnesty proclaimed 
last year, Kin Chih-chen is entitled to a 
remission, Whether he is to receive 
another appointment, is for the Board of 
Civil ottice to decide. 

(4) The acting Governor-General of 
Shéng-king sends estimates for an official 
residence for the ‘'artar Lieutenant-General 
at Hingking. There was no vacant ground 
available, but certain premises were found 
which the owners were willing to sell for 
19,720 strings of cash. Over and above 
the old materials on the ground, the sum 
of Tls.5,480 will be required for materials, 
and Tls 1,296 for work. In due time 
estimates will be sent forward for soldiers’ 
barracks, 

(5) The Governor of Shansi states that it 
having come to the ears of the Brigadier 
General at Ta-t?ung that Captain Ts’in, 
who is stationed at Ling-k’iu, was engaged 
in an intrigue with the wife of a man 
named Chao, and that. the woman was 
living with him in his official residence, he 
was on the point of setting inquiries on 
foot, when a resident of Ling-k’iu Hien, a 
person named Wang, presented a petition 
reporting the liaison, and the pecuniary 
contributions under which the couple were 
laying the soldiery. Captain Ah-ch’ang-ah 
was at once despatched to investigate the 
affair, and that officer’s report is to the 
effect that Chao and his wife, flying before 
the rebels, came from Shansi to Ling-k’iu. 
Thence they removed to Hwun-yuan, and 


later went away, it is not know where. 
Captain Ts’in had no liaison with Chao’s 
_ wife, neither did he receive her in his 
_ Official residence, neither did they exact 
_ money from the soldiers. All this is false. 
But Captain Ts’in did certainly on one 
_ occasion go to Hwun-yuan on the plea 
. that some official matter required his 
, Presence there, and in thus leaving the 
. barracks without permission, he has been 
guilty of an offence. The Governor re- 
_ marksthat, although all the charges against 
, Captain Ts’in appear to be unfounded, still 
he absented himself without leave, and 
caused people to talk abouthim. No laxity 
of the kind can be tolerated, and it is 
. requested that he be immediately cashiered. 
“he charges brought forward in Wang’s 
_ petition having proved groundless, an 
- inquiry will be held to ascertain whether 
- he was moved tothe act by resentment, 
’ in order that people may be deterred from 
spreading malicious rumours, 

Sept. 13th.—(1) A decree. The Go- 
, vernor-General of Sze-chw’an denounces 
. Chang K’i-ch’ang, Magistrate of the Féng- 
ki district, for being in arrears in remitting 
taxes already received. The amount 
collected by him, but thus far not remitted, 
is over Tis. 31,860, and, as the period of 
. grace allowed him has elapsed, We com- 
_ mand that he be stripped of his rank, 

arrested, and brought to trial ; and further, 
_ that his property be seized and seques- 
trated. 

(2) A decree. Let Wang Chih-t’ang, 
- late Magistrate of the Lo-chih district in 
Sze-chw’an, who has up to the present 
. failed to remit Tls. 7,200 of taxes collected 
. by him, be arrested and brought to trial, 
and let his property be sequestrated ; and 
further let the clerks through whose hands 
the taxes passed, be examined, in order 
_ that it may be ascertained whether the 
money was appropriated by him, or mis- 
applied. 

(3) A decree. Li Kwang-t’ing, who, 
while acting as Magistrate of the district 
of Wén-kiang, was in arrears in remitting 
the taxes collected by him, has now 
decamped, leaving Tis. 6,600 of taxes to 
be accounted for. We command that his 
_ property be sequestrated, and _ that 
every endeavour be made to effect his 
arrest. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chibli, has received a report from 
King Fu Gas , Superintendent of 
Customs at Shan Hai Kwan (and New- 
chwang), stating that the fixed amount, 
and supplementary amount of duties, for 
the twelve months ending 22nd qo 
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1876, have been collected in full, but that 
under the head of “‘ extra supplementary ” 
amount, only Tls. 62,775.3.5 instead of 
Tis. 80,000 were received. From this 
amount, Tis. 61,940.0.2.7,-on account of 
remission of duty on grain junks has been 
subtracted, and the balance of Tis, 
835,2.7.8 has been sent to the Board of 
Revenue. The Superintendent of Customs 
further states that, owing to the insuffi- 
ciency of his receipts under the head of 
‘Sextra supplementary ” amount, he is 
unable to comply with the orders of the 
Board of Revenue, which require him to 
repay from the native Customs the 
2-5ths of the foreign Customs revenue 
which the Military Governor of Manchuria 
has received permission to borrow since 
1867. 

(5) The Literary Chancellor of the pro- 
vince of Kwangtung reports having seized 
two men who presented themselves as sub- 
stitutes at the Lo-ting Chow examinations. 
For a long time one of them refused to give 
his name, but after a rigorous examination 
he was induced to confess that his name was 


Yin Kwang-chao (FH: HR), and that he 
had held office from 1870 to 1874 as district 
instructor. The Chancellor cousiders it 
most improper that an officer of instruc- 
tion, who ought to set an example to 
others, should act as substitute in the 
district examinations. It is requested 
that the offender be stripped of his rank, 
in order that he may be punished accord- 
ing to law.—A Rescript grants this 
request, 

(6) The Governor-General of Chihli and 
Superintendent of Trade for the Northern 
Ports transmits the accounts of the Super- 
intendent of Customs at Shan Hai Kwan 
for the year ending 22nd March, 1876. For 
all the Custom Houses, whether inland or 
on the seaboard, the full amount was 
collected, viz, fixed yearly amount, Tls. 
61,642.3.7.9 ; and supplementary amount 
Tis. 49,487. The following charges on the 
fixed yearly amount were made :— 
Salaries of officers of the Shan Tis, 

Hai Kwan garrison . 1,565.9.5 
Pay of forces............00s+0000+20,623 
Half ration commutation ...12,495 
Remission of 1-5th duty on 

goods conveyed in grain 

junks, and of whole duty 

on bean cake and beaus...42,438,1.4.7 
Miscellaneous ............ seovee 1,305.2.7.8 


Showing an excess of expenditure over 
receipts of Tis. 25,898.4.5.7 which has 
been made good out of the extra supple- 
mentary amount. On the supplementary 
amount the following charges were made :— 


Anti-extortion allowance of 

officers at Moukden .........1,579.8.8 
Allowance to Board of Re- 

VOnue OfFCOrs.......eeceeseeeee 1,490 
Remittance to Grand Secre- 

tariat .......cccecee Seeecses sees 4,200 
Pay of soldiers in the Lieu- 

tenant-General’s Yamén at 

Shan Hai Kwan............ -- 5,400 
Bulletand gunpowderfactory 1,700.1.4,2 
Fodder for Cavalry ......... oe 4,756 
Anti-extortion allowance of 

Military Governor......... «ee 4,000 
Ditto ditto of Civil Governor 3,000 
Ditto ditto Lieut. Governor 1,000 


Stationery ......serceesseoeeves vee 2,400 

Police scccsccccscsececseseveveeee ee 1,000 

Rent at various stations ....... 463 

Hollow logs bound with iron 

FOr BYCEE  weeesaeeee sessceseeee —'769.8,9.2.6 
Miscellaneous .........+ cocnus 461 
Total...... 31,536.9.1.4 

tL. 





The balance of Tls. 17,950.0.8.5.4 has 
been sent to the Military Governor at 
Moukden. (N. B.—'There must be an error 
in the statement of items, as the total 
above given is incorrect.) 

(7) Another memorial supports an ap- 
plication on the part of the Superintendent 
of Customs at Shan HaiK wan, whorequests 
that a portion of the foreign Customs 
duties received at Newchwang may be 
applied to make up the deficiency in the 
‘extra supplementary” fixed amount in 
last year’s accounts, The Superintendent 
of Customs states that the fixed annual 
amount, and the fixed supplementary 
amount, were collected in full, but under 
the head ‘‘ extra supplementary” amount, 
only Tis. 62,775.3.0.5 were received, instead 
of Tis. 80,000, as required by regulation, 
leaving a deficit of Tis. 17,224.6.9.5. This 
falling off is attributed by the Superin- 
tendent to the fact that Chinese merchants 
make their shipments in foreign vessels, 
the result of which is that the foreign 
Customs’ collectorate encroaches on the 
receipts of the native Customs. The year 
before last the foreign Customs collected 
Tis. 192,000, of which amount Tls. 130,000 
were contributed by Chinese merchants, 
The merchandize represented by this 
wonld, according to the Board of Revenue’s 
tariff, have paid Tis. 96,900. Last year, 
the foreign Customs receipts were Ts, 
239,000, of which Tis. 184,000 were 
collected from Chinese merchants. This 
represents Tls. 118,000 of duty levied 
under the Board of Revenue’s tariff. 
It thus appears that while the total 
receipts of the foreign Custom House were 


Google 


| than the previous year, 
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larger by Tls. 47,000 than in the previous 
year, the receipts from Chinese owned 
goods showed an increase of Tis. 54,000 
during the same period. The Superin- 
tendent, although he earnestly devotes 
himself to his duties, is not able to divert 
the course of events which thus leads to 
the foreign Customs trenching on the 
native Custom House. He begs that, as 
has already been done previously, he may 
make good his deficit out of that portion 
of the foreign Customs revenue of which 
the native Customs have been deprived. 
Li Hung-chang himself, commenting on 
the above, remarks that if Chinese owned 
merchandize is carried in foreign vessels, 
the native Custom House is naturally a 
loser. Last year the duties paid at the 


| foreign Customs by native owned mer- 


chandize were Tls. 54,000 in excess 
of the previous year, yet the native 
Custom House collected I'ls. 2,200 more 
which shows 
that the Superintendent is not to be 
charged with laxity. It is, therefore, re- 
commended that the deficit of Tis 
17 ,224.6.9.5 in the ‘‘extra supplementary” 
amount, may Le made good out of the 
revenue of which the foreign Customs 
have deprived the native Custom House, 
and that when more prosperous times 
arrive, the old plan may be reverted to; 
for to make it a matter of course that 
deficits should always be so covered would 
open the door to every kind of abuse.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue con- 
sider and report. 


Sept. 14th.—(1) The Censor Kw’ei 
Kwang begs that the Governor-General of 
Sze-chw’an may be directed to make in- 
quiries in the following matter. It 
having been reported to the Censor 
that a man named Yuan T’ing-kiao had 
secretly made his way to Peking after 
raising a disturbance in the district of 


Tung-Hiang (He 5B } 59) in Sze-chw’an, 


he despatched a body of police to arrest 
the individual. On being examined the 
prisoner stated that he had proceeded, two 
years ago, to Peking, to prefer a complaint 
against the Magistrate of Tung-hiang in 
connection with the Land Tax. Laat year 
the Magistrate and gentry agaiu oppressed 
the people beyond endurance, and the 
prisoner assembled a crowd to go and 
examine the Land Tax accounts with the 
Committee of gentry. The Magistrate, 
under the pretext that the people had risen 
in rebellion, applied to the Commander-in- 
Chief to put down the disturbance. 
Thereupon the prisoner took himself 
off, but he subsequently learnt that 
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the Commander-in-Chief and his force | 


had carried off all his relations, and 
put to death over one thousand inno- 
cent persons, burning, besides, some five 
hundred houses, and seizing two hundred 
women and girls. The prisoner came to 
Peking for the purpose of denouncing 
these atrocities, but was arrested before he 


, could do so. Upon this the Censor remarks 


that Yuan T’ing-kiao’s story may or may 
not be true, but it would be well that he 


: be detained in custody until inquiries can 


be made in Szech’wau.—For rescript see 
Gazette of 3rd instant. 

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
Sze-chw’an, reports being about to proceed 
to hia new post. After reaching his native 
province, he applied for and received one 
month’s sick leave, his instructions being 


. to repair to Sze-chw’an immediately after, 
. without proceeding to Peking for presenta- 


: tion, 


Although he has not yet entirely 
recovered his health, he will not venture 
to delay any longer, but purposes starting 


. on the 25th August, in order that Wén 


Kéh, who has been appointed to the 


, Governorship of Yiiunan, may repair to 


his post. 
(3) The Governor of Kiangsi reports that 


it having been ascertained that Yuan Fu- 


t?ing, the officer in charge of the Likin 
station at Ku-t’ang (at the entrance to 
the Poyang Lake), was in the habit of 


. absenting himself from his post, he gave 


instructions that this officer’s movements 
should be inquired into. It now appears 
that Yiian Fu-t’ing proceeded to his post 


_ at Ku-t’ang op the 19th September, 1875, 
’ and that he left it again on the 9th Decem- 
ber for Nan-ch’ang Fu, where he remained 


‘ until the 3rd of March. 


Again, on the 
4th April, 1876, he returned to the pro- 
vincial Capital, and though more than two 
months and a half had now elapsed he had 
not yet gone back to his post. Meanwhile 
the collection of Likin was left to his 
underlings, and merchants were complain- 


. ing of the irregularities which abound 


under this regime. ‘This officer has now 
been removed, and another appointed in 
his place, and it is requested that he may 
be immediately stripped of his rank.—A 
Rescript sanctions the above request. 
Sept. 15th.—(1) The Governor of Honan 
having been instructed to hear a case in 
which an appeal had been presented at 
Peking, sends a report of the facts as 
elicited by him. The appellant, Ma 
s’hen-lin, had a son named Ma Chang- 
chih, and a nephew, Ma Kw’ei-chu, who 
both led dissolute lives. As the father 
was usually away from home, he was in 
ignorance of their mode of ern i was 
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not in a position to exercise any restraint 
over them. There was another nephew 
who died leaving a widow, the woman 
Yiian. A man named Lu Pu-chou, who 
had been on intimate terms with the de- 
ceased husband, frequently went to see 
her. Ma Chang-chih suspecting that there 
was something improper in this, went and 
had some words with Lu, when some 
friends stepped in, and put a atop to the 
quarrel. In 1875, Ma Kw’ei-chu aud Ma 
Chang-chih, who had been apprehended 
and convicted on a charge of burglary, 
both died in prison. An inquest was held, 
and it was proved that death did not 
result from torture or ill-treatment. 
When the father heard of the death, and 
remembered that bad blood had existed 
between his son and Lu, he suspected that 
the latter had bribed the police to arrest 
his son, and to inflict such torture as led 
to his death. He accordingly set out for 
Peking, and made the false accusation 
which was referred to the Governor for 
inquiry. By law the father has incurred 
a penalty of 100 blows for failing to 
restrain his son from vicious courses. He 
should also be punished for presenting a 
false accusation, but in consideration of 
his great affection for his son, and of the 
fact that he acknowledged his error, this 
second offence may- be overl»oked. The 
first penalty he has redeemed by a tine 
as the law allows, and he has now been 
set at liberty. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi presents a 
memorial. After the suppression of the 
rebellion in Kiangsi, orders for the remit- 
tance of money to other quarters became 
80 frequent that, in the embarrassed state 
of the Treasury, the Provincial authorities 
were compelled to reduce the military 
establishment of the province. The strength 
of the land forces was so low that there 
were barely men enough to garrison the 
province, and in the atill disturbed state 
of the country great difficulty was encoun- 
tered in maintaining order. Now that the 


fort at Hu-k’ou 73 [-J), at the entrance 


of the Poyang lake, ie finished, it becomes 
necessary to man it with men accustomed 
to handle foreign artillery, but as there 
are no funds on which to draw, the 
Governor has had to consult with the 
military authorities as to what further 
reductions could be made in other direc- 
tions. After anxious deliberation it has 
been determined to put out of commiasion 
forty small gunboats in the inner waters, 
and discharge their crews, and with the 
saving thus effected it will be possible to 
engage men of experience to man the fort, 


and be available for emergencies. Two 
officers have been sent to An-hwui to form 
two battalions of 300 men each. 


(3) The acting Governor-General of 
Hu Kwang sends the result of an inquiry 
into the conduct of a Captain and a Colonel 
who had already been removed from their 
posts. On receipt of an Imperial Decree 
ordering their degradation and trial, the 
Governor-General directed Sun Chia-ku, 
Taotai of the King-Yi-Shih circuit, to 
summon the accused aud witnesses before 
him. The following is the history of 
the case:—Captain Hwang Chan-ch’ao, of 
the Wei-ch’ang battalion, was ordered to 
go to the provincial Capital to draw funds. 
He was given a form of requisition duly 
made out, but on the plea that it might 
not have been properly filled up, he per- 
suaded his Colonel to stamp another blank 
form, so that he might make any necessary 
corrections. After drawing the money from 
the Provincial Treasury, he remembered 
that in the years 1861, 1863, 1866, and 
1867, the battalion had advanced Tls. 294 
for the purchase of twenty-one horses. 
Imagining that it was a convenient oppor- 
tunity to draw the amount, he filled in the 
blank form with his Colonel’s name, and 
presented the requisition, his intention 
being to report the matter when he 
returned to head-quarters. It was found 
at the Treasury that the amount had 
already been paid, and the affair was 
reported to the Brigadier-General. Hence 
the dismissal, degradation, and present 
inquiry. Hwang Chan-ch’ao in his defence 
states that his recollection of the previous 
years’ transactions was dim, and it was 
thus he came to claim an account already 
paid. It was his full intention to report 
the matter on his return to the battalion, 
and he had no idea of appropriating the 
money to his own use. Colonel Kwan Hung- 
chao in explanation avers that he knew 
nothing of Hwang Chau-ch’ao’s doings, 
and was not in collusion with him. The 
way he came to stamp a blank requisition 
was that he was not well versed in the 
ways of the battalion.—The Governor- 
General’s decision is that the Captain is 
acquitted of having been actuated by any 
dishonest motives ; still, to forge hissuperior 
officer’s name was an offence rendering 
him liable to 100 blows. As, however, the 
general amnesty was proclaimed subse- 
quently to the commission of the offence, he 
is entitled to the remission of this penalty. 
His degradation is, however, to remain in 
force, As to Colonel Kwan, who ought to 
have set an example to the regiment, it 
was his duty to be acquainted with the 
affairs of the battalion, , Although he is 
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acquitted of collusion, still he deserves 
punishment. As however he has been 
stript of his rank, no more need be said of 
the matter. 

Sept. 16th.—(1), A Decree. Shén Pao- 
cheng, Governor-General of the Two Kiang, 
requests that another officer may be ap- 


a 


pointed in the place of Li Ch’éng-mow 


ERED. Commander-in-chief on the 


Yangtzse, who has been compelled to vacate 
his post, and retire into mourning for the 
death of his mother. Li Ch’éng-mow’s 
indefatigable exertions, and thorough know- 
ledge of naval matters, have done much to 
improve the service. It is Our desire that 
his appointment be changed to that of an 
acting incumbency of the post, and 
on the expiration of one hundred days’ 
mourning We command that he return to 
his duties. Bearing in mind with what 
purpose We sent him to this post, he 
must not persist in vacating it. During 
Li Ch’éng-mow’s absence, Wu Kia-pang 


RRB (now stationed at Kwachow), 


will act as Commander-in-chief. 

(2) A Decree. The Governor-General of 
the Two Kiang, and the Governor of 
Kiangsu, denounce the following officials 
for the offences hereafter mentioned. Hai 


Sung-siian (34-3), acting Magistrate 
of Kiang-ning Hien (Nanking), for that, 
while Magistrate of T’ung-shau Hien, he 
instituted no inquiry into the case of a 
woman committing suicide after having 
been violated. Kan Shao-p’an, Magistrate 
of Ts’ung-ming, and Yi Lin-nien, Sub-Pre- 
fect of Hai-men, for that they attempted to 
throw upon each other the responsibility 
of inquiring into a case where a man had 
been beaten and drowned. Chow Tso-yung, 
Magistrate of Tan-t’u, for that when one 
man accused another of violating his wife 
and causing her to commit suicide, the 
Magistrate merely seut his police to look 
into the matter, instead of proceeding in 
peraon. Let the above officials be stripped 
of their rauk and proceeded against. 

(3) P’an ‘Ting-sin, acting Governor of 
Yiinnan, at the request of Ts’én Yii-ying, 
late Governor of the province, presents a 
memorial stating that the latter handed 
over the Governor’s seals to P'an Ting- 
sin, pending the arrival of Wen-Kén, the 
newly appointed Governor, on the 17th 
May last; and, farther, that Ts’en Yii-ying, 
having disposed of all the business he had 
in hand, purposed leaving for his home, 
there to mourn for his adopted mother, on 
the 14th of August. 


(4) Wen-chih (30%4), Superintendent 
of the Imperial. Manufactory at Soochow, 


: reports that he has sent forward the silk 
aud satin articles required for the year. 
. The total value amounts to Tls. 82,000. 
Sept. 17th.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
chang reports to Us in sundry memorials 
| and postscript memorials, stating that 
in obedience to Our decree he had 
- proceeded with all despatch to Chefoo, 
to take action in conference with the 
’ British Envoy on the subject of the Yiin- 
nan affair, The British ofticial Interpreter 
' Ma-kia-li (Margary) having been murdered 
‘ on the frontier of Yiinnan, in the district 
- of T’éng-yiich, the local civil and military 
- officials have rendered themxelves liable to 
‘punishment for their shortcoming in 
- having failed to take due care for his pro- 
tection, and it would be right that they 
- should be punished each in conformity 
with the circumstances of the case. Inas- 
- much, however, as Li Hung-chang repre- 
' sents that the British Envoy, Wei T’o-ma, 
- considering security for the future to be 
preferable to vengeance for the past, has 
. requested that the prisoners awaiting sen- 
tence be exempted from punishment. We 
command that this request be complied 
_ with, Apart from the cases of the acting 
’ Brigadier-General of T’éng-yiieh, Tsiang 
‘ Tsung-han, and the Sub-Prefect of ‘l’éng- 
-yiieh, Wu K’i-liang, who have both al- 
» ready been cashiered, and who require 
-po further notice, We decree that 
the sentences which are entailed by law 
. upon Li Chén-kwoh, the military officer 
_ now cashiered, aud Urh ‘Il’ung Wa, La Tu, 
_ and the other (Kakhyen) prisoners, eleven 
in all, be as an act of grace remitted. 
Nevertheless, [it is to be remembered 
_ that] Ma-Kia-l1 was an_ official acting 
under the orders of the British Govern- 
ment, to whom a passport had been issued 
_for his journey by way of Yiinnan to 
Burmah, and to whom, both going and 
returning, it was a duty to afford protec- 
tion, That he should have encountered 
so unhappy an end, and that the officers 
_ with whom he was travelling should have 
been attacked and obstructed in their 
advance, was an entire departure from the 
Sovereign’s desire for [the maintenance of] 
_friendly relations, The Governors-Generals 
and Governors of all the Provinces must 
henceforward zealously fulfil the injunc- 
tions conveyed in Our decree of the 
eleventh day of the ninth moon of last 
year (9th October, 1875), in issuing 
stringent instructions to their subordinates 
to the effect that, for the future, subjects 
of all nationalities, who may be travelling 
in the interior under passport, must be 
accorded the treatment secured to them 
by Treaty, and afforded etticient protection. 
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The authorities, high and low, of the 
province concerned, shall be held respon- 
sible in the event of injury or maltreat- 
ment being inflicted in contravention of 
the treaties. 

We farther command the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs to draw up a pro- 
clamation, to be sent by them to all 
provincial governments, who will take 
the proper action thereupon. The local 
authorities of all such provincesare bound to 
familiarize themselves with the provisions 
of the treaties, to the end that peaceful 
relations may be maintained between 
China and Foréign States. Should any 
foreign subject or official meet a violent 
death, let them with all promptitude take 
measures for the apprehension of the 
actual offender, and provide for the 
adjudication of the case within a given 
period. Let them not indulge in arbitrary 
delays, whereby they would expose them- 
selves to merited punishment, 

The case of Ma-Kia-li being now ter- 

minated, for such measures as concern the 
Yiinnan frontier trade, We ordain that, 
when officers shall be appointed for the 
purpose by the British Government, the 
Governor-General and Governor of Yiinnan 
shall appoint competent officers of rank to 
proceed to the frontier of the said province 
to acquaint themselves with the condition 
of affairs, and ayree in concert upon the 
regulations to be framed, reporting to Us 
at the proper time for action thereupon, 
. (2) A Decree. Let Li Hung-chang lay 
strict injunctions on the departments 
and districts which are in arrears, to send 
in their contributions of gradu for the 
supply of the garrison at Jehol. 

(3) ‘The Censor Lin Kung-ch’u complains 
that the scholarships which were founded 
for the encouragement of learning are now 
being made matter of traftic. There isa 
fixed number of scholars of the siu-t'sat 
degree receiviny a certain allowance from 
government, aud when any of the re- 
cipients pass out of the list, either on 
account of promotion to a higher class, or 
the death of a parent, the vacancy is filled 
from the next yrade of stiidents, according 
to seniority. These stipendiary scholars, 
being well aware of the eagerness of those 
next below them to fill their places, make 
every sort of difficulty about vacating 
their scholarships, and this has been going 
on for so many years that the evil has 
grown into an established custom. The 
man entitled to the scholarship has to 
satisfy the demands of the man in posses- 
sion, before the latter will surrender his 
place. This abuse has come to such a 
pass that scholars actually bribe holders 


of scholarships to give them up by falsely 
representing themselves to the authorities 
as natives of some other district, and con- 
sequently not entitled to the stipend they 
are receiving. The result of all this is 
that a scholar not only makes money 
by selling his place, but by a fraud gets 
himself put on the list of some other 
district, to the exclusion of some lawful 
candidate. The remedy suggested by the 
Censor is that a certain time should be 
allowed to a man who has to surrender 
his scholarship on promotion, and that in 
the case of a man claiming to be a native 
of some other district than the one in 
which he is actually receiving a stipend, 
strict inquiries should be made into the 
truth of his statement. Where it is dis- 
covered that students are trafficking in 
these acholarships, both sellerand purchaser 
should be degraded and punished.—For 
Rescript see Gazette of 5th inst. 

(4) The Literary Chancellor of Kiangsi 
reports that while holding the district 
examinations in Wan-tsai Hien, certain of 
the students who had been discovered with 
papers concealed about them, turned upon 
and beat the proctors. When summoned 
by the Chancellor, the students had the 
audacity to charge the proctors with pass- 
ing in papers from substitutes. Upon being 
told to produce these papers, and point out 
the substitutes, they had not a word to 
say. A noisy disturbance followed, during 
which the students ignored all authority. 
The ringleagers were noted, and the ex- 
aminations pr: ceeded with. The examina- 
tions being now over. the Governor of the 
Province has been requested to cause the 
apprehension and punishment of the prin- 
cipal offenders. \ 

Sept. 18th.—(1) A Decree. The under- 
mentioned Literary Chancellors are ap- 
pointed :-— 

To Shun-tien Fu......Ho T’ing-k’ien. 
An-hwui ............¥ang Hung-ki. 
Kiangsi  ......0000.. Wu Jen-kieh, 
Chebkiang ......... Hwang Cho. 
Fuhkien ............Sun I-king. 
Hupeh ......00. eeoeeeLiiang Yao-chu, 
Hunan ...scccccsseeee Chu Yiu-jan, 
Homan ...ece0e eoooee Hung-ki. 
Shantung ..... eevoesNiu Yii-keng. 
Shansi ......se0006eeChu Fu-ki, 
Shensi_ ........ soveeeeOh’6n Yi, 
Sze-chw’au ...... .--T’an Tsung-stin, 
o> Kwei-chow secccoeee Chang Téng-ying. 

(2) The President of the Bvard of Re- 
venue, to whom had been referred the 
accounts of Yoh Lin, Superintendent of 
Customs for the Eastern half of Peking, 
for the year ending lst August, 1876, pre- 
sents a omar GaP eTaS these accounts. 
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From Yoh Lin’s memorial, which is quoted, 
it appears that during the twelve months 
under consideration, the octroi on cattle 
amounted to Tls. 17,933.4.5, and the land 
and house tax to Tls. 7,686 0.5.7. Deduct- 
ing from the former item the sum of 
Tis. 10,008, which is the regulation fixed 
amount, there remains the sum _ of 
Tis. 7,925.4.5. Ont of this, the sum of 
Tis. 6,173.2.1.4.0.5.5 was expended on 
stabling and fodder for sacrificial animals, 
and office expenses, thus leaving Tis. 
1,752,.2.2.5.9.5.5 towards the regulation 
excess, which, however, is fixed at Ts. 
18,000. This deficit of Tls.16,247.7.6.4.0 5.5 
is due, so states the Superintendent of 
Customs, to the long drought in spring, 
which not only prevented cattle dealers 
pasturing their animals by the road 
side, but compelled them to buy fodder 
at unusually high rates. <A _ further 
discouragement to dealers was the great 
difference between the value of silver 
in Peking, and in the country. The pur- 
chase of sacrificial animals, and the re- 
mission of duty on cavalry horaes, make 
up an item of Tis, 16,829,1.2. This swal- 
lows up the whole of the regulation fixed 
amount, as well as Tls, 5,821.1.1.2 of the 
land and house duty. The President of 
the Board of Revenue suggests that as there 
is cause shewn for the deficit, the penalty of 
two years’ pay, which the Superintendent 
has incurred, may be remitted, and further, 
that in accordance with the precedent set 
in 1873 and 1874, the deficit which the 
Superintendent has to make good may be 
reduced by 2-5ths, leaving 3 Sths or 
Tis. 9,748.6.5.8.4.3.3 to provide, and that 


ra en tren aie nese entre oe ine > 


as the law prescribes, this amount be made | 


good within three years. For the future, 
the Superintendents must be made to under- 
atand that this remission is not to be taken 
as a matter of course, but that they are 
expected to collect the full amount re- 
quired by regulation. In conclusion it is 
requested that the outgoing Superintendent 
may be directed to send in detailed 
accounts explaining the item of Tis. 
15,829.1.2 for sacrificial animals and 
remission of duty on cavalry horses. 
[A Decree sanctioning the suggestions 


above contained appeared in the Gazette of | 


7th September. ] 


(3) A memorial in similar terms deal! J. 


with the accounts of the Superintenden: |: 


of Customs for the Western division of 
Peking. 

Sept. 19th.—(1) Kwoh Sung-t’ao (Envoy 
designate to England) is named acting 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies 


in the place of Hwang-cho, appointed]: 


Literary Chaucellor for Chehkiang. 


. (2) A Decree. The remains of the late 
. Grand Secretary, Wén-siang, leave to-mor- 
- row for the ancestral abode. We command 
. that the Beiléh Tsai Ch’éng attend to offer 
_ libations. 

' (8) Ch’un-fu, Lieut.-General at Ts’ing- 
chow, in Shantung, reports that an offer 
. having been made by certain officials to 
. provide swords and tents for the public 
service in the place of those that had 
become useless, he informed them that if 
they really wished to thus contribute to 


| the State, the articles they provided must 


’ be substantial and well made. They have 
, now invited him to inspect 1,024 swords 
and 96 tents made at their expense, and 
both in workmanship and material he has 
“found these to be of very good quality. 


| His Majesty is requested to deign to accept 


_ these articles, and, notwithstanding the 


' desire of the officers to the contrary, it is 
. suggested to him that some reward be 


, conferred on them.—A Rescript confers on 
these officers buttons of the second class. 

(4) For the Colonelcy at Hwei-chow Fu, 

. In Kwangtung, caused by the death of Ch’én 

- Yii-fa, the Governor-General and Com- 

mander-in-chief in K wang-tung recommend 


. Colonel Ts’in Feng-shan ( A LL), 


‘in preference to others who have prior 
Claims but are not so well suited for the 


post. 
(5) The Censor King-lien brings to the 
notice of His Majesty an instance of a 


» wife’s devotion which had passed unnoticed 


'. for many years. 


When the city of Nan- 


feng Hien, in Kiangsi, was taken by the 
- rebels in 1876, aman named Wu Ch’eng-én 


+ fell at the head of his men. His wife on 
receipt of the news immediately committed 
: suicide. The circumstance having been 


- brought to his notice by a relation of the 


‘deceased, the Censor will not venture 
to withhold the fact from His Majesty’s 
knowledge. [A Decree ordering the Go- 


: vernor of the province to memorialise on 
- the subject has already appeared. ] 


= 


Sept. 20th.—(1) The Governor of 
Anhwei reports the re-establishment, in 
obedience to commands received at the 


' instance of the Board of Revenue, of the 


- Custom Houses formerly existing at Wu-hu 


‘ and Féng-yang Fu. The Taotais respective- 


va 


ly concerned having despatched officials 
’ to Peking for the purpose of obtaining from 
the Board of Revenue copies of the regula- 
tions and other needful records, together 
with sets of standard weights and measures, 


‘an establishment of clerks has been engag- 
' ed on the return of these emissaries, and 
‘ new buildings erected on the sites of the 


. former Custom Houses, 


4 
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being thus complete, the collectorate was 
inaugurated at both establishments on the 
1st of the 6th moon (July 21), and the 
likin stations existing at the same places 
have been abolished, being superseded by 
the Cusfom Houses, The Governor points 
out that, although every effort will be used 
for the successful management of these 
offices, yet, owing to the length of time 
they have been in abeyance, their restora- 
tion is now tantamount, under the altered 
circumstances of the day, to an entirely 
new undertaking. He will be able to 
report, after the system has been worked 
for two or three months, whether it is 
likely to yield prosperous results, 
' (2) The Governor of Anhwei reports on 
the measures necessary to meet the deficit 
in the grain allowance, forming part of the 
pay of the provincial troops for the cur- 
rent year, which is caused by the falling 
off in the amount of rice actually levied, 
in money or kind, during the previous 
twelve months. The grain allowance to the 
provincial troops is as follows :— 
* Money commutation, equal to 
PiCuls .eorsccecerssscesesseeseee 8,730.6 
Issue in kind, Prculs ........000. 24,216.6 


Total...... 32,947. 2. 
From the issue in kind a deduction under 
a special heading, amounting to piculs: 
1,680, has to be made. The total amount 
of grain collected was, however, only 
piculs 12,391.8., and the money equivalent 
of the quantity not forthcoming, calculated 
at Tis. 1.3 per picul, amounts to ‘'ls. 
13,135. Authority is requested for the. 
issue of this sum from the proceeds of the 
land tax.—Granted by rescript. 

(3) The same official reports with re- 
ference to the extra taxation imposed 
on the. lands of eleven districts bor- 
dering upon the Yangtsze for the pur- 
pose of refunding the amount of Ts. 
269,480, advanced as a loan for the 
repair of the embankments which were 
destroyed by the floods of 1869. It was 
provided at the time that repayment was 
to be effected by means of an assessment 
pro rata accompanying the land tax, 
spread over a period of six years, begin- 
ning with 1871. Postponements of the 
levy have been granted in the last 
year or two in several of the districts 
affected, in consideration of the losses 
again sustained from flood or drought; 
and the particulars of the amounts actually 
collected are now set forth. 

Sept. 2lst.—(1) A decree based upon a 


memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 


General of Kansuh, etc., etc., reporting a 
great victory over the Mahommedan rebels 


and the capture of the cities of Urumtsi 
and Tih-hwa Chow. The memorial relates 
that in July Jast, the Taotai Liu Kin-t’ang, 
in obedience to the orders received by him 
from Tso, advanced at the head of: his 
own troops and the force commanded by 
Kin Shun, the lieutenant general of 
Urumtsi, proceeding from Tsi-mu-sa west- 
wards. The insurgent leader Peh-yen-hu 


= BR withdrew from Hung Miao-tsze 
(Red Temple) to the Ku Mu region, 
where he made a stand supported by the 
Mussulman chieftain of those parts, and 
aided also by a force despatched under a 
leader by the Andijani. (N.B.)—Andijan 


Fe4E FE is the designation applied by 


the Chinese, from the well-known city of 
that name, to the Kokandis in Kashgaria ; 
and the term is here probably used to 
denote the government of Yakub Khan, 
composed, as it is, to a large extent of 
natives of Kokand.) The rebels were 
attacked and defeated with great loss, the 
troops pursuing them up to the immediate 
vicinity of Urcumtsi ; and a vigorous attack 
wes made on the place on the 16th August, 
when a breach was effected in the walls 
by means of heavy artillery. On the 
following day, August 17th, the troops 
took the city by storm, when six or seven 
thousand of the most desperate among the 
rebels who defended it were massacred to 
the last man. The success was followed 
on the 18th by a continued advance against 
the fortifications still held by the rebels, 
which were taken and destroyed, and 
the Imperial troops thus regained entire 
possession of the two (adjacent) cities 
of Urumtsi and Tih-hwa Chow. The 
number of heads brought in is beyond 
computation. The achievement thus re- 
ported is a distinguished success; and 
the strategy displayed by Tso, together 
with the bravery and vigour shewn by Liu 
and Kin Shun, are equally deserving of 
commendation. They are called upon to 
lay a report before the Throne of the 
ofticers who have most distinguished 
themselves ; and at the same time to con- 
tinue with energy their operations against 
_ rebels, and in especial to discover the 
whereabouts of Peh-yen-hu, the insurgent- 
leader, in order that he may not escape 
from the net of justice, so that tranquillity 
may be restored to the border region. 

(2) A decree referring to the suppression 
of a local rising in Kansuh, heretofore re- 
ported by Tso Tsung-t’ang, and awarding 
a penalty to the department Magistrate 
concerned for neglect of duty in the matter, 
The rising appears to have been provoked 
by the action of o ates (ag Magistrate, 
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‘over the Salween (Lu Kiang.) 


who imposed an assessment upon the 
people for the rebuilding of his Yamén 
after it had been destroyed by fire. 

(3) Lin Ch’ang-yeo, Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kweichow, and P’an Ting- 
sin, acting Governor of Yiinnan, reports in 
a voluminous memorial the measures taken 
to suppress the outbreak in the southwest 
of the province and the particulars of the 
successes achieved. The revolt which took 
place in May last is ascribed to the insti- 
gation of one Su K’ai-sien, a mative of 
T’éng-ytieh (Momein), who appears to have 
been heretofore recommended for promo- 
tion to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. In 
conjunction with one Wang Tao-she (Wang 
the priest), he formed a league with the 
banditti of Sanda, whom he introduced 
into the city on the approach of the gov- 
vernment troops (reference is here made 
to a previous memorial not published in 
the Gazette), and fortified the place with 
alarge number of redoubts outside the 
walls. The state of affairs at T’6ug-yiieh 
encouraged other local outbreaks toward 
the end of June at Shun-ning and Yiin 
Chow, and also in Yung-ch’ang Fu. Ia 
the last-named prefecture a lucal leader 
named Li Ch’ao, who had only lately been 
reduced to submission, broke out again at 
the head of a body of upwards of 1,000 of 
his partisans, occupied various stations on 
the post road, and threatened the com- 
munications of the force advancing on 
T’éug-yiieh by a design to seize the bridge 
The local 
outbreaks were, however, successfully 
grappled with by the various civil and mili- 
tary officials concerned, and on the 21st 
July the Brigadier-General Tsiang Tsung- 
han arrived at the head of his force iu 
front of T’éng-yiieh. The exterior defences 
having been taken, mines were run up to 
the walls, and the first explosion was made 
at daylight on the 3rd August, but owing 
to the great thickness of the terreplein an 
entrance could not be effected. A second 
explosion, toward midnight, was more suc- 
cessful, and the troops secured a lodgment 
within the wall. Some severe fighting is de- 
scribed as having ensued, the troops being 
completely victorious in the end. Several 
hundreds of the insurgents were slain, and 
great numbers perished by drowning in the 
ponds. The two leaders, Su K’ai-sien and 
Wang Tao-she, took to flight in despair ; 
but Wang was captured by the pursuing 


. force, 80 severely wounded as to be unable 


to speak, and was at once beheaded. Su 
K’ai-sien and two other leaders were 
captured immediately afterwards and were 
committed to durance. It is added that 
the original,.outbreak at T’éng-yiieh was 


the work of only a few hundred of the 
trainbands, under Su K’ai-sien, but that 
the revolt was strengthened by the acces- 
sion of a band of about 1,000 partisans 
recruited from Sanda and Nantien by 
Wang the priest. The Governor-General 

acknowledges, in conclusion, that this 
speedy termination of the insurgent move- 
ment, at so remote a point upon the 
frontier, is more than he had expected at 
the outset. Orders have been issued to 
Sieh King-ch’un, acting Brigadier-General 
of Téng-yiieh, and the Taotai, Ch’én 

. ‘T’ing-chén, to institute proper measures for 

' the relief of the suffering inhabitants ; and 

- the insurgent prisoners are to be executed 
after due process of trial. 


| Sept. 22nd.—The only memorial of any 
. mote in this day’s Gazette is a report from 
, the Governor of Kiangsu with reference to 
. @ vacancy in the Magistracy of Kia-ting 
. CKading), where, it is represented, owing 
: to the proximity of the place to Shanghai 
- and thefrequent occurrence of international 

questions, it is necessary that the district 
_ Magistrate should be an officer versed in 
- foreign affairs and acompetent person. The 
Magistrate of Sin-yang, named Hii Héng- 


* shén ate, is pronounced suitable 


: for the vacancy, and orders have been 
issued for his transfer to act in the post. 


Sept. 23rd.—No documents of im- 
* portance, 
Sept. 24th.-The Governor of An- 


_ hwei memorializes with reference to Ting 
. Show-ch’ang, late Taotai of Tientsin, who 
: was placed in retirement by the death of 
’ his father toward the end of 1874, and 
- whose twenty-seven months’ period of 
. mourning will expire early next year. At 
. the request of Li Hung-chang he has been 
' ordered by decree to proceed to the North 
. to await employment ; but he has entreated 


' permission to tulfil to the uttermost the: 


_ duty imposed upon him by the mourning 
' rites; and this is sanctioned by rescript. 
(See Gazettes of 1875.) 

Sept. 25th.—(1) A Decree. Pao Yiian- 
. shén, Governor of Shansi, applies for leave 
. to retire from the service on the ground 
. of increasing iJl health. We ordain that 
his entreaty be complied with. 

(2) Jui-lien, Military Governor of 
Jeh-ho, memorializes reporting the dis- 
persion by force of a band of silver miners, 
who had congregated at a spot about 
» 100 li north-east of Ch’éug-teh Fu, known 
| as Yao Kow 72 YX where veins of silver 


. ore had been disclosed in the course 
. of the year. A force of 60 bannermen, 
” belonging to the foreign drj - sate was 


sent toward the end of August io drive 
away the lawless silver hunters, and & 
trader holding a government license has 
been authorized to prosecute the workings 
by way of experiment, as it is found that 
the féng-shuet of the neighbourhood is not 
interfered with by mining operations at 
this spot. 


Sept. 26th.—(1) A decree Lased upon a 
memorial presented by Pao Yiian-shén, 
Governor of Shansi, recommending the 
extension throughout the empire of a 
system of public granaries, as‘a provision 
against times of dearth. His propositions 
are enjoined upon all provincial Governors, 
for action accordingly. 


(2) A Decree. Let Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian 
succeed tu the post of Governor of Shansi. 
Let Li Ho-nien be transferred (from the 
Governor-Generalship of Min-Chéh) to the 
post of Director-General of the Yellow 
River. : 

(3) A decree based upon a memorial 
from Pao Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi, 
requesting that the cultivation of the poppy 
plant be stringently prohibited, and re- 
gulations established for the reward or 
punishment of officials in connection with 
this matter. The growth of the poppy 
plant is rigorously prohibited by law ; 
but, notwithstanding this, the practice 
of its illegal cultivation has of late 
become common throughout the empire, 
greatly to the detriment of the food 
supply of the people. The district 
authorities are inactive in enforcing the 
prohibition, looking upon it as a mere 
matter of routine; and there are even 
cases in which they accept a fee for 
relaxing the interdict, which they turn to 
account for their own selfish purposes, 
with abuses innumerable as the result, 
We command hereby the Governors- 
General and Governors of all the provinces 
to issue stringent instructions to their 
subordinates, requiring them to use active 
efforts toward the enforcement of the 
interdict. In the event of any continu- 
ance of the disregard of orders hitherto 
prevailing, let the offenders be denounced 
for punishment. Let the proper Board, 
likewise, reiterate the tenor of the law 
as heretofore established, and circulate 
the same among the provinces, to the end 
that the lower class may have a warning 
set before them, and let regulations be 
framed with a view to the bestowal of 
rewards upon such officials as enforce the 
interdict with vigour, and punishment 
be meted out to those who are inactive or 
corrupt. Let this Edict be promulgated 
for the information of all. 


Sept. 27th.—The themes issued for the 
fret period of the pending Literary Ex- 
aminations at Peking are published. 

(1) A decree based upon a memorial 
from the acting Governor-General of Min- 
ehéh and the Governor of Chehkiang, who 
have reported the seizure and punishment 
of offenders guilty of organizing a pseudo- 


religious secret society . It ap- 


pears that ata place called Shwang Kéh 
T’ien, in the Yung-kia district of the 
prefecture of Wén-chow, an’ individual 
named She Hung-ao had organized a sect 
based upon the observance of fasting, had 
fabricated charms and stamps, created 
titles such as generalissimo, marshal, &c., 
and had assembled a band of followers 
with treasonable designs in view. The 
Brigadier-General and Taotai of the divi- 
sion having obtained intelligence of what 
was going on had apprehended the man 
She and some of his adherents, who, after 
due investigation, have suffered the ex- 
treme penalty of the law. The prompti- 
tude with which this action has been taken 
is commended, and injunctions are laid 
upon the high provincial authorities to 
apare no efforts fpr the apprehension and 
ponlthinsns of all concerned. The proper 
Boards are called upon to recommend a 
distinguished form of reward to the 
Brigadier-General and Taotai; and the 
Prefect who exerted himself in effecting 
the apprehension of the prisoners is re- 
warded by the bestowal of honorary rank 
of the fourth degree on his parents and 
grandparents. 


(2) A decree cashiering a Colonel named 
Shéh Fu-yeo, at the instance of the high 
authorities at Foochow, for sundry acts of 
villany in North Formosa. His sentence 
is extended to perpetual exclusion from 
public emp!oyment. 

Sept. 28th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
® memorial from the Superintendents of 
the Imperial Mausolea, reporting certain 
repairs as necessary. The vice- President, 
P’an Tsu-yin, is named as Commissioner to 
proceed to the mausoleum in question and 
report upon the works required. 

(2) Li Hung-chang presents a Memorial 
requesting the issue of a Decree. He would 
humbly recal the fact that, in the 6th moon 
of the 13th year of the reign T’ung Chi, 
(July, 1874), the British Minister resid- 
ing in Peking proposed to the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs, in accordance with 
precedent, to issue passports duly sealed, 
under which an official mission from India 
might enter Yiinnan by way of Burmah, 
and the Interpreter Margary might be 
sent to meet it; also to write letters 


Go gle 


98 


informing the provincial Governments 
along the line as well as to the Governor- 
General and Governor of Yiinnan. 

It was in course of time stated by 
the British Minister that,'in the 12th 
moon of the same year (January 1875), 
the Interpreter Margary had reached 
Bhamo in Burma, and, having there 
met Colonel Browne and the rest of 
the party sent from India, was returning 
through the Yiinnan country, when on 
the 17th of the Ist moon of the 1st year of 
the reign of Kuang Siti (21st February, 
18756), he, the Interpreter Margary, was 
murdered at Man-wyne, a place which he 
had reached in the jurisdiction of Momein. 
On the 18th day (22nd February), Colonel 
Browne and the rest were attacked and 
driven back by an armed force, 

In the 6th moon of the same year, Your 
Majesties despatched Li Han-chang, Gover- 
nor-General of Hu Kuang, to make en- 
quiry and take action, and the ex-Vice- 
President Sieh Huan was sent to act with 
him. The British Minister at the same 
time sent Grosvenor, Secretary of Legation 
with other [officers], whom he had selected, 
that they might be present at the investi- 
gation. 

In the 3rd moon of the 2nd year (March 
1876), Li Han-chang and his colleague, 
having completed their inquiry, reported 
to the effect that the murder of the Inter- 
preter Margary was the act of savages, 
who had demanded black mail of him; 
that he had refused to pay it, and had 
been killed by them in consequence, and 
that it was at the instigation of Li Chén- 
kuo, the military officer (tu-ss%, major }) 
at Nan-tien, since cashiered, that his 
fellow travellers had been stopped. The 
case being one affecting foreign relaticns, 
they (the Commissioners,) did not think 
it well to take on themselves to award a 
sentence, and they prayed Your Majesties 
to instruct the Tsung-li Yaméun to confer 
with the Board of Punishments and to 
report their joint opinion. Your Majesties 
having been pleased to signify approval 
of this course, a copy of the Decree, 
reverently made, was communicated by 
the Tsung-li Yamén to the British Minister, 
to whom were also forwarded copies of the 
memorial of Li Han-chang and his collea- 
gue, with copies of depositions and letters. 

And whereas the depositions of Li Chén- 
kuo, now cashiered, and the other pri- 
soners supplied adequate (or trustworthy) 
evidence against them, the proper course 
would have been to award such penalties 
as, after reference to the laws of China, the 


prisoners should be found severally to ; 


deserve. The British Minister, however, 
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has handed in a memorandum prepared by 
him, in which he states that, having care- 
fully considered the report of the Secretary 
Grosvenor and those with him, he is of 
opinion that, although, by the laws of 


’ China, there might be ground sufficient for 


the conviction of Li Chén-kuo and the 
others whom Li Han-chang and his collea- 
gue have pronounced, on the depositions 
and other evidence before them, to be the 
principals in this case, [the prisoners, 
if the evidence] were tested by the 
law of England would not, in his 
belief, be held to have been justly 
convicted ; that the punishment of the 
persous above mentioned, consequently, 
so far from being regarded as acceptable 
in England (or, by the British Govern- 
ment), would, on the reverse, but too 
probably excite [feelings of] mistrust and 
apprehension, ‘lhe persons murdered and 
driven back in this case, [the British 
Minister observes], were British officers, 
aud inasmuch as Western civilisation 
teaches that punishment of the past is not 
of so great consequence as the security of 
the future, he has earnestly requested that 
the parties in this case, now awaiting 
sentence, be not punished. 

Your servant having, in obedience to 
your Majesties’ Decree, repaired tu Yen-t’ai 
to confer with the British Minister, would 


. submit that, as the laws of China and the 


Weat differ from each other, and as there 


. is.a corresponding difference between their 


modes of proceeding, the sentences [that 
would otherwise have been passed,] be 
modified so as to meet the exigencies of 
the case. Chiang ‘I'sung-han, General of 


the division of Téng-yueh ; T’ing (Mo-° 


mein); and Wu-ch’i-liang, sub-prefect of 
that jurisdiction, have already been cash- 
iered. They need not therefore be taken 
farther account of. As regards Li-chén- 
kuo, the tu-ss% cashiered, with Erh T’ung- 
wa, La Tu, and the others, eleven in num- 
ber, if there be no impropriety in the ro- 
quest, [the memorialist] would respectfully 
pray your Gracious Majesties, as an ex- 


- ceptional instance of humanity beyond 
. the prescription of the law, to deign 


to accord the request of the British 
Minister, and as an act of indulgence to 
consider the possibility of granting remis- 
sion of their sentences, Prostrate he 
awaits the decision of your Sacred 
Majesties. 

He reflects at the same time that by the 
murder of the Interpreter Margary, he 
being an officer sent on a mission by a 
friendly power, and provided with a pass- 
port, and by the repulse of the officers 
with him, a wound could pee fail i have 
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been inflicted upon the relutions of amity 
existing between the two countries; while 
with the deep interest taken by Your 
Majesties in foreign relations, Your Ma- 
jesties cannot but have felt deeply concern- 
ed thereat. [The memorialist] proposes 
accordingly to request Your Majesties to 
issue for publication in the capital and the 
provinces a Decree the promulyation of 
which may dissipate misgiving in the 
public mind. 

China and other nations having long 
since made treaties with each other, reli- 
gious observance of which is equally in- 
cumbent on both sides, in the 9th moon 
of last year the Tsung-li Yamén presented 
@ memorial praying a more perfect exposi- 
tion of the provisions of the treaties, and 
a circular was written by it. to the 
provincial governments reminding them of 
the provision under which foreigners 
travelling with passports are entitled to 
protection, and enjoining on them a 
special attention to the meaning of the 
treaties [iu this regard], and the duty 
of action in conformity therewith, as 
differing circumstances might require. 
[Your Majesties replied to that memorial] 
and it is the writer’s duty to request that 
a Decree may now be issued directing the 
Governors-General and Governors to obey 
with awe Your Majesties’ Decree of the 
11th day of the 9th moon of last year (9th 
October, 1875), and once more to issue 
strict orders to their subordinates with 
reverence to second the desire of the 
Government to keep on terms of amity 
with friendly states, and to remember that 
whenever a foreigner is travelling in the 
interior with a passport, they must act to- 
wards him in respect of his treaty right, as 
the treaty requires ; that he must be duly 
protected ; that if any serious harm befal 
him in consequence of their omission to 
take proper precaution, the authorities of 
the province concerned will be held 
responsible ; that in every prefecture, sub- 
prefecture, and district, proclamations are 
to be posted, so that every household may 
know the relation in which the Chinese 
and foreigner stand to each other. [This 
done,] misunderstandings will be certain 
not to occur. Should your Majesties 
honor the above proposition with your 
approval, it will be for the Tsung-li Yamén 
to draught the proclamation that is to be 
sent to the provincial Governments for 
their guidance. 

Whether the course suggested in this 
memorial for the termination of the Yién- 
nan affair be worthy of adoption or not, 
the writer humbly beseeches Their Ma- 
jesties the Empresses,-Dowager and the 
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Emperor, when They shall have perused 
it, to signify. —A Respectful Memorial. 

(For Decree in reply see Guzette of 17th 
instant.) 

(3) The Censor Chang» Kwan-chun 
memorializes representing that the in- 
veterate abuses connected with the lower 
grades of the administration are grow- 
ing daily worse, and urging that measures 
of reform be instituted in the interest of 
good government. After dilating upon the 
anxiety with which the good of the people 
is sought to be secured by his sovereign 
rulers, the Censor proceeds to expose 
categorically the evils to which he draws 
attention, premising with the observation 
that access to official employment has been 
of late years tov widely facilitated by the 
aystem of purchasing rank and actual 
employ. The following are the abuses 
which the Censor considers to require 
the most urgent attention. 

(a).—The practice of calling up local 
officials to the provincial capital and detain- 
ing them there. It is represented that the 
provincial governments frequently callaway 
district Magistrates from their posts and 
detain them for months at a time at the 
. provincial capital, in order to give to expec- 
tants the benefit of an acting appuint- 
ment in their place. Great hardship is 
thus entailed upon individuals who, 
whatever fault they may have committed, 
should not be thus dragged about. 
(b).—The compulsion of officials to take over 
the accounts of their predecessors. Out- 
going district Magistrates, when heavily 
in arrear in their revenue accounts, seek 


to shift their debtor balances upon the : 


shoulders of their successors, and these 
are frequently compelled by their superiors 
to accept the burden as the price of their 
appointment. If a Magistrate subsequently 
hands in a report exposing the state of 
affairs, he incurs the secret displeasure of 
his superiors, who either obtain sanction 
for his removal to an inferior post on the 
official plea of ‘ incapacity,” or else, on 
the ground of “ o7zer-rigidity in the trans- 
action of business,” cause him to be 
transferred from the administrative to the 
educational list, even if they do not trump 
up some actual charge against him. 
(c).—The levy of assessments on official 
incomes. It is shewn to be a common 
practice to call for subscriptions under one 
name or another from the local authorities ; 
the total sum called for at any time being 
advanced in the first instance by the Pre- 
fect or district Magistrate at the pro- 
vincial capital, and recouped by meaus of 
a.general assessment. This is a fertile 
source of aneT er the revenue returns, 


oogle 


(d).—Exactions on the part of special com- 
missioners. It is a common practice to 
appoint a number of delegates (wei yiian) 


to attend to some local matter which ; 


might be settled by a single despatch, 
the object of the higher authorities 
being to give a chance of some emolu- 
ment to unemployed officials, and 
the result is frequently extortion 
or vindictive mis-representation where 
attempts in this direction have failed. 
(e).—The enforced employment of secre- 
taries and. underlings at the recommenda- 
tion of superiors. ‘This is shewn to bea 
frequent cause of corruption and malprac- 
tice ; as is also the profuse employment of 
the lower class of retainers.—Referred by 
rescript previously published for the con- 
sideration of the Board of Civil Office. 

(4) Tsiin K’i, Superintendent of Customs 
at Canton, memorializes reporting his 
assumption of office. After having had 
his audience of leave on the 17th June he 
left Peking, and having taken passage by 
steamer at Tientsin, he travelled along the 
coast of Shantung, Kiangsu, Chéhkiang, 
and Fuhkien, until, on the 13th August, 
he reached Canton and took over the seal 
of office from his predecessor Wén Tien. 
He proceeds to remark upon the various 
responsibilities committed to his charge, 
noticing among other things the recent 
opening of K’iung-chow as a foreign trad- 
ing port, 

Sept. 29th.—(1) A decree, issued in 
consequence of the escape of two criminals 
from the jail of Chuen-sha ‘Ting, in 
Kiangsu. ‘The jail-warden is cashiered and 
ordered to be made a prisoner for trial ; 
aud the sub-Prefect of Chuen-sha is de- 
prived of his official button and required 
within a fixed limit of time to apprehend 
the two escaped prisoners Kao Kwolt- 
tv’iang and Chu Féng-shan. 

(2) ‘The Lieutenant-General of Ch’a-har 
menorializes on behalf of the Imperial 
clansman Yih Jung, who was removed 
last year from the post of Military 
Governor of Kiriu and sentenced to a term 
of penal servitude on the Mongolian post 
road. He has come forward with a cun- 
tribution of ‘T'aels 1,500 toward the expenses 
of the administration, and on this ground 
the Imperial clemency is solicited on his 
behalf. The remission of his sentence of 
penal servitude is granted by rescript. 

(3) The same functionary applies for 
rewards on behalf of the 23 officers detailed 
two years ago from the Peking Field Force 
(Shén Ki Ying), to organize and instruct 
in European drill the body of 600 men 
which his predecessor obtained permission 
to concentrate at Kalgan as a frontier 
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various provincial treasuries for revenue 


‘to the amount of Tis. 19,600, beside 


Tis. 1,700 and odd on account of funds 
accruing from the sale of titles. A second 
case shews a deficit of Tls. 9,700 ; and three 


- other individuals are reported as defaulters 


- im lesser amounts. 


It is decreed, here- 


- upon, that the officials denounced be forth- 


with stripped of their rank, made pri- 
soners, and brought to trial, and that their 
goods and chattels be seized and con- 


- fiscated in their respective native places. 


(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 


- o£ Kansuh, reports the proceedings taken 


at Peh Ma Kwan in that province, in con- 


* sequence of an outbreak originated by the 


malefactors composing a sect of ‘observers 


’ of fasting.” It is stated that the inhabit- 


- ants of a village called Ho Kia-chwang, 


near Peh Ma Kwan, had been induced by 
a dealer in silka from Sze-ch’wan, named 


- Sun, to form a society for this purpose, 
- and for that of reading the sacred books 


. (HERE) The organization was 


turned to account for the purpose of re- 


. sisting the levy of a special impost, in- 
. tended to supply the means of rebuilding 
_ a local yamén, and an outbreak was the 


result, which was suppressed by military 
force. 
(3) Pao Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi 


: (allowed to retire from the public service 
: on the ground of ill-health by decree dated 


the 26th September), memorializes repre- 


. gpenting that the cultivation of the poppy 
. interferes with the growth of the food sup- 
. plies for the people, and requesting the 
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issue of commands for active measures 
directed toward the suppression of the 
practice, together with the institution of 
special means of recording the conduct of 
officials in this respect and the publication 
of a rigorous interdict, with a view to put- 
ting a stop to connivance or laxity, and to 
effecting a reform of the demoralization 
now prevailing. He begs leave to recall 
the saying that the supply of means of 
sustenance is as Heaven to the people. 
Since the times when the sages of remote 
antiquity introduced the employment of 
implements of agriculture and gave in- 
struction in the arts of husbandry, the 
sovereigns who have succeeded each other 
in later ages, in their care for the interests 
of the people, have invariably given weighty 
consideration to the tillage of the soil, and 
have assigned a place of honour to the 
production of grain. Still more has it 
been the practice of the Imperial founders 
of our reigning dynasty, and their suc- 
cessors on the Throne, to give a foremost 
place to the direction of agriculture, In 
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the forms of worship. to be- judertaken: ae, 


in Spring and Stimmer’ for ‘thé-solivita- : 


tion of bountiful crops and abundant 
harvests, their Majesties have, without 
fail, performed in person the ceremonial 
duties prescribed, neglecting naught 
that should go toward securing the supply 
of food for the people. Inconceivable as 
it is that any other object should be 
allowed to compete with the cultivation of 
the crops, it is nevertheless unhappily the 
case that at the present day interference 
with the production of the people’s susten- 
ance actually takes place in the shape of 
the poppy plant. Rich and productive 
lands, instead of yielding forth the happy 
crops which should contribute to the 
nation’s food supply, are widely cultivated 
with the deleterious plant [the product of 
which is] injurious to the human frame, 
The surreptitious growth of the poppy was 
introduced, it appears, so far back as in 
reign of Tao Kwang (1821-1850); but it 
is only of late years that the practice has 
become wide-spread. In despite of the pro- 
mulgation of edicts, in successive reigns, 
luminously and stringently reiterating the 
terms of prohibition, it has been proved a 
difficult task to reform a practice of so long 
a standing. The memorialist has learned 
that Kiangnan, Chéhkiang, and the two 
Hu provinces, are the only regions in which 
the cultivation is comparatively slight. In 
all the other provinces it prevails on every 
side. Since he took office first as Governor 
of Shansi, he has been in the habit of issuing 
stringent injunctions to his subordinates to 
prohibit the oultivation ; but, notwith- 
standing indefatigable exertions on his part 
for the last five years, although 80 or 90 


per cent. of the illegal cultivation has been © 


suppressed, he has still not succeeded ‘in 
eradicating it utterly. The cause of this 
is that the profit derived from the poppy 
plant is greater by several times than that 
which accrues from the cultivation of 
cereal crops ; andthe masses, ever attracted, 
as they are, by the prospect of gain, take 
no account of the harm that is wrought 
thereby. On the other hand, as regards 
the authorities, the unprincipled among 
them accept fees and relax the interdict as 
a@ means of advantage to themselves; 
whilst others, of somewhat purer character, 
either hesitate to offer opposition in a 
matter involving profit to the people, or 
else consider it beyond their power to check 
an eager tendency which has become one 
of the prevailing customs of the day. Asa 
general rule, this one particular matter is 
looked upon as having reached the stage of 
ordinary routine; and the number is but 
few of those who are willing to brave 
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npepylarity, anddcnat hesitate to enforce 
the interdict in an active manner. Hence 
it ensues that the practice of illegal cul- 
tivation goes on increasing month by 
month and year by year ; and should no 
steps be taken now for the vigorous re- 
form of this abuse, there is reason to 
apprehend that in a few decades more 
eighty or ninety per cent of the land will 
be under cultivation with the poppy, and 
not so much as two or three-tenths laid 
down with crops of grain. [After further 
dilating upon the impolicy of such a course 
the memorialist proceeds requesting that 
a Decree be promulgated, enjoining upon 
the governments of all the provinces the 
issue of instructions to the subordinate 
authorities for active measures in the en- 
forcement of the interdict. They should 
be forbidden to consider the commands 
received by them an idle form, to look 
upon the matter in question as a trifling 
detail, to shew themselves in the slightest 
degree indulgent on the ground of pecu- 
niary advantage to the masses, or to be 
supine on the plea. that popular usages 
admit of no compulsion. He further re- 
quests that regulations be framed for 
recording the degree of merit assignable 
to district officials for exertions in the 
cause, and for the punishment of any such 
as may allow themselves to be influenced 
by bribes. Ho would ask, besides, that a 
prohibition be uttered by decree, strin- 
gently and for ever forbidding such among 
the statesmen of the empire as put forward 
representations of financial advantage to 
make proposals for a temporary relaxation 
of the interdict in consideration of the 
levy of aland tax. The views thus set 
forth are humbly submitted for approval. 
—For rescript see Gazette of 26th Sept. 

October 5th.—(1) A Decree. In the 
Gazette of the 3rd Sept., appeared a Decree 
commanding the high authorities of Sze- 
chw’an to institute an inquiry with regard 
to the case of a man named Yiian T’ing- 
kiao, who, on being arrested in Peking 
as,an escaped criminal from Sze-chw’an, 
averred that he had come to the capital 
for the purpose of denouncing the authori- 
ties of that province. Wén-koéh, as acting 
Governor-General of Sze-chw’an, reports 
that the man’s chargesare pure fabrications, 
and that as a matter of fact he is the 
rebellious subject he has been represented 
to be. The Decree commands that no 
further proceedings need be taken against 
the officers implicated in Yiian T’ing-kiao’s 
charges, and that°he be himself sent in 
custody to Sze-chw’an, there to undergo 
his trial for the serious offence firat brought 
against him, 
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(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, in a supplementary Memorial, 
states that the Superintendent cf Customs 
at Tientsin informs him that the remission 
of two-tenths duty on goods carried by 
rice junks from Kiangsu and Chehkiang, 
during the spring of the year, amounts to 
Taels 28,670.5.5. 

(3) The Censor Téng K’ing-lin complains 
of the growing tendency on the part of the 
secretaries in the various Metropolitan 
offices, to monopolise the posts which 
should properly be filled by rotation. 
These men, by ingratiating themselves 
with their superiors, the heads of the 
offices, contrive to retain their places; 
and so it happens that posts of emolument 
remain in possession of intriguers and 
sycophants, while honest and upright men 
continue out of employment. When a 
Officer is summoned to appear at Court 
on elevation to a higher but less re 
munerative office, it will happen that his 
superior applies for permission to retain 
him where he is, basing his application on 
public grounds, the trne reason being s 
desire to befriend his protégé. The 
Censor would put the question why, if it 
be necessary to retain the services of 
certain officers on the ground that they 
are so competent, it never happens that 
the necessity is felt when an officer is sent 
on promotion to some lucrative post in 
the provinces. This makes it evident 
enough that it is not merely in the 
interests of the public service that these 
applications are made, and the Censor 
requests his Majesty to command the 
heads of departments to put‘a stop to this 
abuse, by ceasing to memorialise for the 
retention of men who should by regulation 
vacate their posts. The Censor excepts 
the Grand Council and the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs from his strictures, these 
two departments being under other regu- 
lations. [A Decree appeared on the 23rd 


September in the terms suggested 
above. 
(4) Kw’ei-ling and Yi-mo, Superinten- 


dent and Assistant-Superintendent of 
Customs at the Gates of Peking, report 
that for the year ending 19th Sept., 1876, 
including one intercalary month, the full 
regulation amount, viz., Tls. 110,724. 4.9.2 
had been collected, while under the head 
of supplementary amount, the sum received 
was only Tls. 70,519.7.8, being under the 
sum fixed by regulation. The reasons 
assigned for the non-collection of the full 
amount are the drought in the early part 
of the year, the difference in the value of 
silver in Peking and elsewhere, and the 
exemption of foreign goods which have 
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paid duty in Tientsin from further taxation 
on reaching the gates. 


October 6th.— (1) En-ho, Tartar Lieut.- 
General at Mergen, had audience before 
proceeding to his post. 

(2) A Decree directs Yang Ch’ang-siiin, 
Governor of Chehkiang, to despatch officers 
to ascertain what damage has been caused 
by the rains, and afford relief, in the dis- 
tressed districts of Hang-chow Fu and 
T’ai-chow Fu. 

(3) Kw’ei-ling and Yi-mo, Superinten- 
dents of Customs at the gates of Peking, 
report that the duty on opium collected 
during the year ending 19th Sept., 1876, 

- amounted to Taels 11,299.7 ; and the fines 

- and confiscations after deducting rewards, 
to Taels 60.1.1. 

(4) Wén Yih, as Acting Governor- 

. General of Fuhkien, requests that Lieut. 

Colonel Chou Shan-ch’u be handed to the 

- proper Board for’ punishment under the 

. following circumstances :—Learning that 


‘a party of gamblers in Kia-i Hien ( 
Es iB), in Formosa, had successfully 


beaten off the soldiery when an attempt 
' was made to break up the gang, Wén-yii 
called upon the taotat of Taiwan for a 
report. Thia official’s version is that in 
' March last Major Li Lien-chih made a 
: yaid on the gambling village, but both 
he and his men were wounded and beaten 
‘ off, Thereupon Yang Pao-wu, Magistrate of 
> Kia-i, and Lieut.-Colonel Chow Shan-ch’u, 
’ in command of the Kai-i battalion, were 
- despatched in person to arrest the gam- 
blers. An emissary was also sent off to 
make inquiries, and by him it was ascer- 
‘tained that for a certain money con- 
- sideration an understanding had been come 
*to between the gamblers and a small 
- military official stationed in the village. 
-The acting Governor-General states that 
‘he has made repeated attempts to put 
- down gambling—the great vice of T’ai- 
, wan ; but his efforts have been neutralised 
by the inefficiency of Yang Pao-wu, who, 
: however, has been denounced in another 
memorial for this and other grave offences. 
: It is now requested that Lieut.-Col. Chow 
.Shan-ch’u be handed over to the Board 
: for failing to be aware of what was going 
:on, and allowing the offenders to be at 
: large after their crime was exposed. 
: (6) Two memorials, one each from the 
: Governor of Chekiang, and the acting 
+ Governor-General of Min-Chéh, give an 
account of the discovery of a secret society 
:on the borders of Fubkien and Chekiang. 
»The Memorialists begin by referring to 
j-the “Gold Coin” rebellion which dis- 
sturbed the country Google 


Wén-chow in the reign of Hien-feng, and 
state that this is hut a reappearance of the 
same treasonable movement. In August 
last the popular mind was much agitated 
by rumours of coming trouble in the 
district of Yung-kia, in the Wen-chow Fu, 
and this was followed by a joint report 
from Fang Ting-jui, the taotat of the 
Wén-ch’u circuit, and Wu Hung-yuan, 
Brigadier-General at Wén-chow, in which 
were detailed the circumstances attending 
the capture of the instigators of the move- 
ment. These.officers upon being informed 
by the gentry that certain so-called re- 
ligionists were plotting mischief, caused 
secret inquiries to be made, and learnt 
that the prime mover, a man named She 
Hung-ao, was getting about him a number 
of adherents, under the guise of conduct- 
ing religious services for the repose of souls. 
The scene of their operations was the coun- 
try lying between the districts of Yung- 
kia and Jui-an, and to this place the Sub- 
Prefect, Yang Ting-hiin, was despatched 
with a force. Under cover of the night, 
and favoured by a driving rain, the Sub- 
Prefect rushed in upon the retreat of the 
traitors, and succeeded in taking several 
prisoners, amongst them, She Hung-ao, 
their leader. With the rebels were seized 
a number of seditious books, containing 
incantations, magic writing, and treason- 
able sentiments; a wooden seal bearing the 
legend ‘‘ Heaven’s Right Way,” yellow 
silk badges with the works ‘‘ Guard the 


Imperial Embryo” (fp 76 52 ff); gold 
coins ; and foreign weapons. ‘he prisoner, 
when examined, confessed that he had come 
to Yung-kia for the purpose of inflamin 

the public mind, and the taotat sacertained 
that this man, She Hung-ao, was the 
person otherwise known as Yeh Téh-hwa, 
who figured prominently among the 
“Gold coin” insurgents, and who had 
taken part in the Taiping rebellion, at 
which period he was on intimate terms 
with Li Shih-nien, one so-called prince 
of the Taiping movement. He subse- 
quently joined the Roman Catholic 
Church, but when the French Missionary 
Ku Yii-kang was questioned on the sub- 
ject, he stated that although the prisoner 
had embraced the faith, the articles found 
in his possession were not things used in 
the Church, and he requested that the 
law might be allowed to take its course. 
The prisoner was accordingly executed 
on the spot. The taotas further having 
elicited from the prisoner that all the 
members of the society were pro- 
vided with a badge, issued a proclamation 
promising a free pardon to all 
who, having joined the fraternity against 
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their will, surrendered their badges to the 
authorities. One of the prisoners gave 
information to the effect that at Pei-kiang, 
in the district of P’ing-yang, there were 
assembled some seven or eight thousand 
members of the sect, and in consequence 
the taotai prefers a request that troops 
may be moved to the locality. He has 
already stationed soldiery in various parts of 
the city of Wen-chow to restore confidence. 
The high authorities, commenting on 
the reports of their subordinates, highly 
praiso them for their energy and promp- 
titude, and recommend them for rewards. 
They have given directions that troops 
shall at once proceed to be placed at the 
disposal of the Wén-chow authorities, 
and the Brigadier-General of that city 
has been instructed to repair to the 
disturbed districts in person, injunctions 
at the same time being laid upon him not 
to allow his men to commit indiscriminate 
slaughter in their desire to distinguish 
themselves. Every measure has been taken 
to ascertain by secret inquiries the extent 
of this slumbering rebellion, and orders 
have been sent to the proper quarters to 
be ready to move troops if necessary. 

October 7th.—A Decree. Li P’ei-king, 
Governor of Kweichow, denounces an 
officer who, to gratify a private animosity, 
has brought certain charges against him, 
Li P’ei-king, having discovered that the 
Wo-kiang Division under Liu Hio-fou, 
Sub-Prefect of T’ai-kung, had not its full 
compliment of men, deprived him of 
his military functions, whereupon that 
officer, actuated by a spirit of animosity, 
brought certain false charges against 
the Governor with a view to silencing him. 
This is a practice which cannot be suffered 
to continue, and as a warning to others, 
We command that Liu Hio-fou be dis- 
missed, and never again permitted to 
volunteer in any military capacity. Let 
the proper Board take note of this. 

(2) Wéng Tung-tsio, Governor of Hu- 

, peh, reports the arrest and punishment of 
-certain individuals guilty of robbery with 
violence. 

(3) Tsai-kang, high officer in charge of 
the Imperial sleeping apartments at the 
Western Mausolea, represents that the 
subordinate officials employed in the 
establishment for the preparation of tea, 
viands, and cakes forsacrificial purposes, are 
obliged to supply their own food, and that, 
as they all have families to maintain, with 
the late reductions of pay and inferiority 
of the grain now issued, they are hard put 
to itto make both ends meet.. He pro- 
poses that an allowance be made them for 
maintenance, asin thecase of the bannermen 
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on duty at the Mausolea. This will involve 
an expenditure of Taels 343.6, which could 
be drawn from the contingency fund. 
Rescript— Let it be done as requested. 
October 8th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Governor-General of Shéng-king, reports 
the delivery to his own government, to be 
dealt with, of a Corean who had occasioned 
the death of a Chinese subject. Report 
had been received with reference to this 
affair, in the first instance, from the 
Magistrate of the Kwang-ning District, 
who—the case being one of homicide in 
which foreign relations were concerned— 
had forwarded the accused person under 
guard to the provincial capital (Moukden.) 
On a trial being held, the following facts 
were elicited :—The Corean, Hwang Ho-li 
by name, was travelling, in June last, in 
the suite of the Corean envoy who was 
bound on @ mission to return thanks at 
Peking for a manifestation of the Imperial 
grace, and had dropped behind the main 
party, with a companion, shortly after 
crossing the frontier at Féng-hwang 
Ch’éng, in consequence of his suffering 
from rheumatic pains. Whilst passing 
through a village, the two Coreans stopped 
an itinerant cake-vendor and bought half 
acatty of the man’s wares for six cash. 
Thinking that he had not been allowed 
the proper quantity of sugar with his pur- 
chase, Hwang Ho-li attempted to snatch 
some more, upon whieh the cake-vendor 
threatened him with his knife, The Corean, 
upon this, gave the cake-vendor a push 
which caused him to fall down, suffering 
in so doing an internal injury from the 
effect of which he died on the spot. Hwang 


Ho-li immediately took to flight, but he ' 


was pursued and apprehended. The facts 
of the case having been established on 
trial, it is to be observed that the death of 
Liu Yung-kw’an, the deceased person, was 
caused by his being thrown down by a 
push from the Corean Hwang Ho-li, 
without antecedent cause of quarrel, and 
without intention to commit murder on 
the prisoner’s part. Were judgment to be 
pronounced according to the laws of China, 
the sentence to be delivered should be that 
of strangulation, deferred until after the 
period of revision, under the statute of 
homicide by brawl. Since, however, the 
prisoner is a Corean subject, the proper 
course to be pursued is to remit him to his 
own government to be dealt with of its 
own authority. He has accordingly been 
sent to the Board of Ceremonies at Mouk- 
den, whence directions will be issued for 
his transportation under guard to his own 
country.—Rescript :; Let the proper Board 
take note. 


101 


: garrison. Instruction has been given to the 
. troops as infantry and artillery, with excel- 
- lent results.—Referred for the considera- 
. tion of the Board of War. 
. (4) Wén Trien, the outgoing Superin- 
» tendentof Customs at Canton, memorializes 
reporting the amount of collection and 
. disbursement on the part of the native 
:. Customs for the province of Kwangtung, 
' for the twelve months ending 11th April, 
: 1874, that is to say, from the 22nd April 
_to the 2nd July, 1873, under the collec- 
.. torate of his predecessor, Ts’ung Li, and 
1 for the remainder of the period, being nine 
; months, in his own incumbency. The 
memorialist premises by referring to in- 
_ structions issued by the Board of Revenue 
+ in 1863, directing that the accounts of the 
, Yevenue collected under the foreign tariff 
_ were to be reported to the Throne in 
, quarterly memorials, the period of com- 
- mencement being the Ist October, 1860, 
. and to be further submitted in an annual 
report to the Throne, drawn up at the close 
of each period of four quarters; returns 
. being also forwarded quarterly to the 
_ Board of Revenue. The accounts of the 
- native Customs’ revenue were to continue 
. to be submitted according to the financial 
. periods of each Custom House, as has been 
_ the usage heretofore. Combining the 
accounts for the two periods (which are 
given separately in the memorial) the 


. return is as follows :— 


Revenue of Canton Custom Tis, 
House.......0000. 103,980.7.4.0 





” 9) Swatow do. 19,995.1.8.7 
a7 y) all outports... 34,635.6.7.5 
Total... 168,611.6.0.2 


The credit side of the account stands as 
follows :— 


' Working Expenses, Meltage, Tis. 
(Loss, G0. w.cccrecsescceseveeee 24,229.3,1.1 
. Freight on remittances ......  4,856.5.0.9 


* Allowance to Board of Revenue 3,658. 1.5.0 
Sundry weight allowances, &c. 1,935.9.5.0 


Total... 34,679.9.2.0 


Deducting the above from the total 
_ amount collected, a balance remains of 
~ ‘Tis, 123,931.6.8. To this, however, has 
again to be added the total constituted by 
, the last three items in the foregoing 
- account (which appear to be not actually 
charged against Government), amounting 
to Tis, 10,450.6.1.4, making, with a 
balance over of Tis. 275.4.6.5 from the 
_ weight surplus” account, a total balance 
. to be accounted for of Tis, 134,657.7.6. 
Against this, the following payments have 


been made : — 
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Tis. 
Remitted to the Board ............ 20,000 0 
Extra allowance for weight ...... 300 0 
Allowance to Board of Revenue... 580.0 
Travelling expenses, officer in 
Charge s.csccccoreee saceseenese econ 156.6 
Refund of sum advanced by 
Board to Tarbagatai military 
Chest .........se0008 Jedeessessussscste 50,000.0 
Travelling expenses, officer in 
CHAT GO .rcscccsecccsccevccsvevesees 375.0 
Total... 71,411.6 





The balance left in hand is Taels 
63,246.1.2. 

In addition to the foregoing, the amount 
collected at the Pakhoi Customs was 
Tis. 23,063.9.9.9 with an expenditure of 
Tis. 9,874.3.6.4. The yield of the opium- 
duty Stations around Hongkong and 
Macao amounted to Taela 319,525. (N.B. 
This is the first time that the returns of 
the Native Customs at Canton have been 
published in the Gazette). 

(5) Li Hung-chang presents a postscript 
memorial (appended to his memorial 
on the Yiinnan affair, for which see 
Gazette of yesterday) in the following terms: 
In the month of October 1875, the Yamén of 
Foreign affairs addressed a despatch to the 
British Minister, stating that with reference 
to the frontier trade in Yinnan, the 
Chinese Government will hereafter appoint 
an official tu proceed to the spot and 
examine into the circumstances, and that 
an official should similarly be sent by the 
British Government to the same quarter to 
join in drawing up such regulations as may 
be best adapted to the requirements of the 
case. The subject was further included, 
also, among the eight propositions discuased 
at Peking in the month of June last; 
and it was naturally the duty of .Your 
servant, in the articles he has now 
agreed to, to concede the question of 
the Yiinnan frontier trade as heretofore 
dealt with in the correspondence on re- 
cord, as implicit good faith requires, 
Inasmuch as it is now possible to formulate 
the conclusion of the Yiinnan affair, he 
would entreat of the Celestial grace that 
orders be issued to the high provincial 
authorities of Yiinnan, directing them, so 
soon as the officers sent by the British 
Government arrive in Yiinnan, to appoint 
competent officials of rank to proceed to 
the frontier and to join in an examination 
of the conditions found to exist, proceed- 
ing thereupon to confer as may be necessary 
for the drawing up of regulations, and to 
memorialize the Throne at the proper time 
in order that action may be instituted. 
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This supplementary memorial is accord- 
. ingly presented, and the sacred glance 
invoked in all humility upon it. (For 
rescript, see Gazette of 28th inst.) 

Sept. 30th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from the Imperial Household 
Department, which has reported that 
Tsiin K’i, lately appointed to the post of 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton, 
has been put into mourning by the death 
of a parent. Teiin K’i is commanded to 
return to Peking to fulfil the mourning 
rites, and to return to his post after the 
100 days’ period of retirement (according 
to the Manchu custom.) The Governor- 
General Liu Kw’én-yih is meanwhile to 
take charge of the Superintendentship of 
Customs. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Sha Hu 
K’ow Customs (one of the gates in the 
Great Wall) reports the amount of revenue 
collected during the period of his incum- 
bency. The total amount collected at the 
close of the first year was Tls. 44,459.0.5. 
For a period of 9 months and 21 days, 
ending August 30th, the amount collected 
has been Tls. 34,827.0.9. 

(3) The Tartar-General at Canton me- 
morializes with reference to the fund estab- 
lished for the purpose of issuing grants in 
aid to the Manchu garrison soldiery on 
occasion of marriages or funerals, which, 
owing to the increase in the numbers of 
soldiers’ families, is quite inadequate to 
the requirements upon it. A sum of 
Tis. 6,300 was in former times paid 
annually from the provincial Exchequer to 
the garrison chest, for distribution iu this 
manner ; but in 1855 it was ordered that 
the marriage gratuities should be discon- 
tinued, and asum of Tls, 3,150 was thence- 
forward fixed as the allowance, The scale 
of issue ranges from Tls. 10 in the case of 
non-commissioned officers and first-class 
privates or artificers, to Tle. 5 in the case 
of supernumeraries, but the means forth- 
coming are quite insufficient for the pur- 
pose, and the state of impoverishment to 
which the garrison soldiery are reduced is 
represented asextreme. It is now proposed 
to take from the garrison chest a sum of 
Tis. 15,000, out of Tls. 28,000 lodged 
there under the head of ‘‘ fodder surplus,” 
and to add to this Tls. 5,000 from another 
fund accumulated for the benefit of literary 
candidates, and to hand the resulting 
total of Tls. 20,000 to the two District 
Magistrates to be invested at interest in 
the hands of pawnbrokers at 12 per cent. 
perannum. ‘The income of Tis. 2,400 to 
be thus obtained, to be devoted to the pay- 
ment of the above-named grants-in-atd.— 
Sanctioned by rescript. 
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Oct. 1st.—No documents of importance. 

Oct. 2nd.—(1) Féng Shén, Military 
Governor of Heh-lung Kiang (the Amur) 
memorializes with reference to the supply 
of gun-powder required for the use of the 
military' force in that province. The 
annual amount heretofore required was 
36,000 catties, which, according to regula- 
tion, should be forwarded by cart from 
Peking. The difficulty of transporting 
this supply, however, over a distance of 
upwards of 1,200 miles, is so great that 
the journey occupies fully six months, and 
it is only during the spring and winter 
months that the transport can be under- 
taken, owing to the risk of wet at other 
seasons. For present needs, therefore, it 
has been arranged to manufacture 18,000 
catties in the province itself, as saltpetre 
is produced in the adjacent province of 
Kirin, and sulphur in that of Féng-t’ien. 

(2) The Military Governor of the Amur 
farther memorializes respecting the condi- 
tion of the fortifications of the provincial 
seat of government (Tsitsihar). which are 
in a completely ruinous condition. The 
enceinte as originally constructed consists 
in a palisade, but during the reign of 
K’ang Hi (1662-1722) the soldiery were 
employed to enlarge the place by con- 
structing an external rampart of earth. 
Each man thus set at work received a 
daily allowance of 6 candareens of silver, 
and the artificers employed in building the 
five gateways to the place received two 
mace per diem, These’ payments were 
made from the imperial exchequer. Re- 
pairs were effected on a similar basis in 
the year 1735, since which time decay has 
been allowed go on till the present state 
of utter ruin has been arrived at. The 
only labour bestowed upon the works 
during the period in question has con- 
sisted in some slight repairs to the gate- 
ways in 1849, The Military Governor was 
shocked on taking office in 1874 to find 
the palisades shewing gaps here and there, 
or bent out of line, the gates being more 
for shew than for use, and the earthern 
rampart worn down toa level with the 
ground, As the capital of the province 
from which the Imperial family derives its 
descent, Tsitsihar is a city of importance, 
and it is moreover the depdét for the mili- 
tary stores of the entire province. Not 
only is it defenceless in any emergency, in 
its present unfortified condition, but, if 
left in its unarmed and thinly garrisoned 
state, although so near the border of a 
neighbouring Power, the wealth and 
strength of the empire is insufficiently 
represented and schemes of aggression may 
not be adequately checked. For this 
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- reason it is urged that the fortification of ! 
the city be taken in hand. The Military- 
Governor adds that the population of the 
place have no confidence in the power of 
the authorities, at present, to protect them 
in case of attack by insurgents, such as 

. the large band of mounted brigands who 

: made an incursion in June, 1875, from the 
region South of the Stingari into the 


parts about Pa-yen Su-su FL ERR 


" and the neighbourhood of the river Hu-lan. 
Oct. 3rd.—Tso Tsung-t’ang memorializes 

. Yeporting a succession of signal victories 
_ achieved by the Imperial Army in the 
North-west, the seizure of a rebel strong- 


hold at Ku Mu-ti =p by JH, and the 
recapture of Urumtsi and the adjacent 
city. 

On the 23rd July, the memorialist re- 

ported the advance of the Imperial army 

to Ku-ch’éng oR (Guchen), their 
occupation of Barkul, and the measures 
taken for the protection of the important 
passes. 

Liu Kin-t’ang, Taotai of the Si-ning 
circuit and Adjutant-General of the forces, 
now reports that, on the 21st July, he ad- 
vanced with the cavalry and infantry under 
his command to Tsi-mu-sa 4 7,8 Ree ; 
where he effected a junction with Kin Shun, 
Lieutenant-General of the Urumtsi com- 
mand, and after having consulted together 
and made the necessary arrangements, 
they advanced westwards in company. 
On the 23rd July, Kin Shun occupied the 


town of Fu-k’ang J it i, Liu Kin- 


tang taking up a position in a vil- 
lage to the eastward. They were 
thoroughly informed of the movements 
of the rebela; Pa Yen-hu, the rebel 
chief, had moved from Hung-miao-tsze 


kei to Ku-mu-ti, Py Beh, where 


he had summoned the Mahommedans 
of the place to his assistance, and was 
prepared to give battle to the Imperial 
troops. The Andijani (Kashgarians) had 
also sent a rebel chieftain to their aid. 
The harvest was just being gathered, 
and supplies could be depended upon ; 
there was no time therefore to be lost. 
The main road from Fu K’ang, passing 
by the Hé Kow station, 70 li distant, pre- 
sents many disadvantages. The first por- 
tion is densely wooded, with marshes 
axtending in every direction, but at 


$i-shu-érh-t’ou-tsze Poe SLBA, x 


listance of 20 li, there is a canal, now 
allem into disuse, by which the water 
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could be drained off and made available 
for supplying the troops. From this point 
to Hé Kow, above mentioned, there is a 
desert tract 50 li in length, totally devoid 
of water, with the exception of an old 
well, which might, after being put in 
repair, supply. 100 men with a day’s 
water, but not a sufficient quantity 
to make the spot a halting place. Above 
Hé-kow is a spot called Hwang-t’ion 


4 Hy. where the ditches and canals are 


full to overflowing ; above this lies Ku- 
mu-ti. At Hwang-t’ien the rebels have 
erected a stockade and barrier, with the 
object of cutting off the supply of water 
from the Imperial troops, and forcing 
them to follow the main road across the 
desert tract. They would thus arrive, 
tired and thirsty, in front of a strongly 
fortified town, and due advantage could 
be taken of their condition. 

On the 8th August, Liu Kin-t’ang took 
up a fresh position some 10 lé to the west- 
ward of the town, and set his men to cut 
trenches and lead the water forward. 
They led it thus to Si-shu-érh-t’ou-tsze, 
where they constructed an entrenched 
camp. On the 9th he sent forward his 
cavalry to the disused well, with orders to 
clear it out, with the object of leading the 
enemy to believe that his intention was to 
proceed by the main road, and thus lead 
them to relax their precautions at Hwang- 
Vien. On the night of the 10th Liu Kin- 
Vang and Kin Shun advanced atealthily 
on Hwang-t’ien, coming up to the barrier 
at break of day. The alarm was raised, 
and the rebel cavalry rushed out pell-mell, 
while the distant sound of horns was 
heard in Ku-mu-ti summoning the enemy 
to the defence. Liu Kin-t’ang and Kin 
Shun, who had occupied a piece of rising 
ground in the vicinity, sent forward their 
troops from this point, some advancing 
from the right and others from the left. 
The cavalry were first engaged, and gra- 
dually drove back the enemy’s horse. 
The infantry then rushed down, and 
a" fierce struggle ensued, the enemy 
being finally routed. Those behind the 
stockade, seeing that the Imperial troops 
were not to be withstood, abandoned their 
impedimenta, and took to flight. They were 
pursued as far as Ku-mu-ti, and a large 
number slaughtered. The town of Ku-mu- 


ti (or Tsi-bwai-ch’eng HR pe Hf) being 
strongly fortified, Liu Kin-t’ang deemed it 
advisable to fall back for the moment 
upon Hwang-t’ien. On the 12th he placed 
detachments on the east and north of Ku- 
mu-ti, On the 13th a body of the enemy’s 
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cavalry, several thousand strong, was seen 
advancing from Hung-miao, Kin Shun was 
told to prepare for these, while Liu Chin- 
t’ang sent his cavalry with all speed to 
the foot of the hill to await their 
approach, their rear being covered by 
a detachment of infantry. Two divi- 
sions were sent to attack the southern 
gate of the town, and two to attack the 
entrenched camp in front of it, a fire being 
opened by the heavy artillery upon both 

oints, Breaches were soon made, and 

iu Kin-t’ang led his men to the assault, 
He himself attacked the entrenched camp, 
while his cavalry were sent to the rear of 
it to cut off the retreat of the rebels to Ku- 
mu-ti. Their success was immediate, and 
resulted in the capture of the position ; and 
the troops, elated at their success, rushed 
gallantly forward to the assault of the 
town, and speedily battered down the 
gate, the enemy retreating to the centre 
of the town. Troops were sent forward 
immediately to hold the entrenched 
camp and the gate; where, although 
the rebel reinforcements made several 
furious onslaughts upon them, these 
attempts were checked on each occasion 
by the cavalry. In thé meantime Kin 
Shun’s division had done great ser- 
vice; they were engaged several times, 
and met with signal success. The en- 
trenched camp and the gate of Tsi-hwai- 
ch’éng being now in his hands, while the 
town was completely surrounded by his 
troops. Liu-kin-t’ang, all his preparations 
being complete, opened fire upon the walls 
on the 15th, and made two breaches on 
the North and East faces. At daylight on 
the 16th he made two more breaches in 
the South-eastern angle, and an assault was 
then made upon these three points simul- 
taneously, After four hours desperate 
fighting a lodgment was effected, and the 
whole of the enemy in the town, amouut- 
ing to five or six thousand, were slaugh- 
tered, the few that managed to escape 
being killed by the troops outside the 
walls. A large number of Chinese captives 
of both sexes were rescued. 

The fact of the town of Ku-mu-ti (or 
Tsi Hwai-ch’éng) being in his possession, 
and the enemy who held it exterminated, 
could not fail to have been made known 
to the rebels at Urumtsi, whose courage 
would be shaken at the news. - Liu Kin- 
t’ang, therefore, determined to follow up 
his victory by a direct march upon that 
town. He commenced his advance at 
dawn on the 17th, destroying all the bar- 
riers and out-posts en route. On arriving 
near the town, on the eastward, the enemy 
were observed fleeing in every direction ; 
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they were pursued with great slaugliter, 
and the towns of Urumtsi, Ti-hua-chov. 
and the new walled town built by th 
self-styled Prince of the rebels, fell int 
the hands of the Imperialists. The enem 
were pursued for over 30 li. It wu 
reported by the spies that the rebels : 


Cl’ang-chi Heion -h FIER had fled i 
the night, but they could not discove 
whether Manas and Hu-t’u-pi VF ee 


had yet been recaptured. It is te 
corded, also, that in the engagement 
which preceded the capture of Ku Mut 
two Andijani (Kokandi) prisoners wer 
taken, and three prisoners each froz 
the Kashgarian cities of Khoten an 
Aksu, together with four belonging ¢ 
Yarkand, all of whom were “ turbaned’ 
Mussulmans. Thirty-five fine charges 
were captured, beside foreign gum 
petroleum (i) spears, flags, avi 
other weapons innumerable. The loss «: 
the Imperialists on this occasion amounte: 
to 29 officers and men killed, and 1i. 
wounded. Summing up the results of th: 
final success achieved in the reoccupatis: 
of Urumtsi, Tso Tsung-t’ang ascribes th 
rapidity with which in the course’ 
a four month’s campaign these advar 
tages have been obtained, to-the foste- 
ing care of the Celestial grace, which l« 
supplied so distant an expedition wii 
the needful funds and encouraged t: 
various provincial governments to exer 
themselves for its support. He dwe!: 
upon the work that remains to t: 
achieved for the subjugation of tl: 
revolters still unconquered, and tb: 
proximity of “the Andijani” (tt: 
Khan of Kashgar) who, with a handf:. 
of exiles from their own country, hat: 
seized possession of the region of t!: 
Nan Lu. Farther reports shall be 1. 
before the Throne on receipt of additiom 
particulars from the commanders in ti 
field. 

Oct. 4th.—(Court Circular.) Liu © 
hung returned thanks for his nominat:- 
as an expectant of employment in one‘ 


‘the lesser metropolitan offices, with t! 


fifth degree of rank. He had audiené 
(N. B.—This is the official lately appoiut= 
to the post of junior envoy to Gre 
Britain.) | P ie 

(1) A decree based upon a memor 
from the Governor of Shantung, who + 
applied for proceedings in the case of « 
number of defaulting District Magistrai. 
The first on the list is reported as | 
lately deceased Magistrate of Ch’ang-ts’i: 
whose accounts shew him in debt to 


; Bame under false pretences. 


, and took up her canse, 


(2) Ts’ung-shih farther memorializes 
praying that a graduate named Liu Han- 
shu may be deprived of his degree for the 
offence of stirring up litigation, The 
circumstances are these :—A woman named 
Lin lost her first husband, and married 
again. The second husband, Li Ki-ch’ang, 
also died; and the woman not being con- 
tent to remain a widow, obtained, through 
the agency of a middleman, a_ third 
husband named Chang. She had been 
with him but four days when she be- 


_ Came dissatisfied with the poverty of his 


establishment, and began to make trouble. 
The husband, to keep things quiet, seut 
her back to Li Ho-yung, the brother of 
the secund husband, With him, also, she 
failed to agree, and the family subscribed 
five hundred strings of cash, with which 
they sent her to her brother Lin She-ts’ing, 
so that he might find her another husband. 
The woman then proceeded to the Kai- 
yuan Magistracy, and charged Li Ho-yung 
with taking forcible possession of land 
belonging to her second husband, who 
was aleo his brother, and with selling the 
Her com- 
plaint was not entertained, when at this 
juncture the literate Liu Han-shu appeared, 
He accompanied 


' her to the provincial Capital, aud drew 


up the petition bringing these false charges 
against Li Ho-yung. The woman it is 
true was his cousin, but he was very 
well aware how improperly’ she had be- 
haved in thus taking one husband after 
another. In trumping up false accu- 
gations on her behalf, he has shown a 
great want of self-respect, and it is re- 
quested that his degree be taken away. 
The woman has been sent back to 
her brother, and Li Ho-yung has been set 
at liberty, there being nothing to charge 
against him.—Rescript approving the pro- 
ceedings, 

(3) The same high official begs that two 
bannermen who have been guilty of insub- 


ordination and threatening their superior - 


officers may be dismissed the service, and 
expelled from the banner, and sent to 
hard labour on the Amur. This spirit of 
insubordination, states the Governor- 
General, is on the increase, and must be 
put down with a high hand.—Rescript 
assenting to the request. 

October 9th.—(1) Wang Wén-shao, Go- 
vernor of Hu-nan, reports the rehearing 
and settlement of the following appeal 
case. Hu Chi’ang-t’ang, an ex-official of 
the 9th grade and a native of the Tung- 
An district, is the plaintiff, and Sieh Lan- 
tsieh, his wife’s uncle, the defendant. 


Sieh Lan-tsieh, who had (Peep nee 
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for services as a voluntoer, was placed in 
charge of four divisions of reinforcements 
aud sent from Hu-nan to Kwei-chow, Hu 
Ch’ang-t’ang accompanying himas secretary 
and commissariat officer. ‘The two were 
on the best of terms; Hu Ch’ang-t’ang 
was continually borrowing money from his 
chief, obtaining, from first to last, over 
Taels 1,600. Most of the men being 
natives of his own district, Sieh Lan- 
tsieh arranged with those of them who 
were entitled to pension, gratuity, or 
bonus, on being disbanded, that they 
should go to their homes and there receive 
what was due to them, instead of waiting 
on for the arrival of the supply of 
money that was already in arrear. In 
course of time, the pacification of Kwei- 
chow being accomplished, Sieh Lan-tsieh 
obtained leave of absence to return home 
and settle these payments, leaving Hu 
Ch’ang-t’ang in charge. The long ex- 
pected supplies having eventually arrived, 
at Sieh Lan-tsieh’s desire, the sum due to 
those in his native district was sent 
to him for distribution, At the close 
of the year 1872, the four divisions 
were disbanded, and Hu Ch’ang-t’ang 
also returned to his native place. 
Soon after his return, Sieh Lan-tsieh’s 
sons, hearing that he owed their father 
money, pressed him for repayment, their 
demand being subsequently repeated by 
the father, who turned a deaf ear to Hu 
Ch’ang-t?ang’s entreaties to be allowed a 
little time. Angry discussions ensued, 
and a charge of fraud was eventually 
brought against Hu Ch’ang-t’ang, who was 
deprived of his button and feather, dis- 
missed from his pest, and ordered to re- 
pay the money. This he was unable to ° 
do, and being hard put to it, he charged 
Sieh Lan-tsieh with embezzlement of pub- 
lic monies. The charge was brought, 
through the proper channel, to the Go- 
vernor, who referred the case to the 
magistrate. Hu Ch’ang-t’ang subsequently 
determined to carry the case to Peking, 
hiring one Chou Shou-hing to be the 
bearer of his petition, The suit having 
been referred tu the Guvernor, he ordered 
a fresh trial, at which Hu Ch’ang-t’ang 
admitted that his charges were utterly 
false, and that he had only made them 
because of the importunity of Sieh Lan- 
tsieh, who he had hoped might be put to 
death, and he would thus be rid ofhim. I¢ 
is laid down in the Statutes that a person 
bringing a false charge against another 
which, if proven, would be punishable by 
death, shall, if the accusation fail, receive 
a hundred blows with the heavy bamboo, 
and be banished for thzee years to a distance 
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of 1,000 li. Hu Ch’ang-t’ang in being 
convicted on his own confession, is entitled 
to a mitigation of this penalty in one 
degree. Inasmuch, however, as the offence 
was committed prior to the Act of Grace 
of 1875, and comes within the category of 
crimes to which its provisions extend, he 
should be pardoned and set at liberty. 
Sieh Lan-tsieh, being innocent of the 
charges brought against him, should, of 
course, be liberated. — Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 


(2) A supplementary Memorial from 
T’u Tsung-ying, Governor of Kwang-si. 
The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kwei-chow had written to say that the 
Commanders of the battalion in the neigh- 
bourhood of Momein having represented 
that the people of that locality being 
in revolt, the force at their disposal 
was most inadequate; he had, there- 
fore, to request that the Ti-tsze Batta- 
lion, under Colonel Wén Ming-ti, an 
officer of repute, might be sent as a 
reinforcement to Yiiunan, the expenses of 
their subsistence while on the march being 
provided by the province of Kwang-si. 
The memorialist remarks that the pro- 
tection of the Annam frontier, and the 
work of reorganisation at T’ien Chou 


HH and other places, demand strict 


attention, while the rebels on the Kwei- 
chow border, not being entirely extermin- 
ated, the most careful watch has to be 
kept, and measures of precaution cannot 
be relaxed. ‘The force at his disposal, 
therefore, is not too large ; but the military 
operations in Yiinnan being of still greater 
importance, he has detached this battalion 
as requested, and will provide ‘I'ls. 5,000 
for their expenses on the march. 

Oct. 10th.—(1) Li Hung-chang, Go- 
vernor-General of Chihli, reports the 
result of a hearing on appeal referred back 
from Peking. Kwoh Tsiin, a licentiate of 
the department of T's’ze Chow, had com- 
plained against the police as having 
endeavoured to extort money and to fal- 
sify evidence in the case relating to the 
murder of his father Kwoh Sze-mei. The 
facts elicited on trial were as follows. 
Kwoh Sze-mi, a farmer of 'I's’z9 Chow, had 
in his employ a man named Li Che-ho, 
with whom he lived on terms of equality, 
In the early part of 1875 he engazed a 
second labourer named Wany Hi-ch’éng, 
who lived fora time on friendly terms with 
the man Li; but disputes arose later in 
consequence of Li’s idleness, and this 
person was at length dismissed by his 
employer, Believing himself to have been 


deprived of iy GOOgle means of 


representations on the part of Wang Hi- 
ch’éng, Li determined to revenge himself 
by murdering the latter as he slept ; and, 
being quite familiar with Kwoh’s place of 
abode, he made his way one night to the 
outhouse in which Wa:g was accustomed 
to have his bed. Guided by the sound 
of heavy breathing, he dealt a stab at 
the sleeper ; but this, as it happened, was 
not Wang Hi-ch’éng. Wang being absent 
on the evening in question, his employer 
had yone to fodder the cattle, and had 
lain down to sleep on Wang’s bed. On 
being wounded as above mentioned, Kwoh 
rose to his feet and pursued the assassiu 
into the street, where he canght him by 
the clothes, but his strength failed him 
and Li tore himself away. The wounded 
man was carried home by his son, and 


Shortly afterwards died. Li was appre- 


hended and bronght to trial, and was 
sentenced to suffer death for the act of 
murder, though committed with intent to 
kill, not the actual victim, but another 
person. The son, Kwoh Tain, has con- 
fessed himself to have been misled by his 
grief for the loss of his parent, into ac- 
cusing the police of endeavouring to 
falsify the charge into one of uninten- 
tional homicide; and he has been let off, 
under the circumstances, with the penalty 
of 50 stripes with privilege of commuta- 
tion, 

(2) The Governor of Honan memo- 
rializes denouncing a number of District 
Magistrates for defalcation in the amounts 
of revenue due from them. 

Oct. 11th.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, who has denounced the 
late acting mayistrate of Niny-tsin as a 
defaulter in the amount of Tls. 7,700, 
being revenue collected by him and net 
accounted for. He has absconded ; and 
as he is a native of Shantung it is thought 
likely that he may have made his way to 
his own home, ‘The provincial authorities 
are enjoined to use active endeavours for 
his arrest, 

(2) The Governor of Shantung me- 
morializes denouncing a number of District 
Magistrates for defalcation in various sums. 
—Rescript enjoining the arrest-and con- 
fiscation of the goods of the offenders 
already issued. 

Oct, 12th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

Oct. 13th. —(1) Féng-shén, Military 
Governor of the Amur, requests that 
certain ex-officials banished to the Amur 
may be set at liberty in consideration «f 
services rendered by them during their 
exile. Thesejex;efficiale, three in uumber, 


have displayed great energy and bravery 
in operations against local banditti ‘hey 
have thus performed a certain amount of 
meritorious service, while their conduct 
has been free from all blame. ‘The crimes 
they are expiating were all committed 
before the Act of Grace of 1875. —Referred 
to the proper Board. 

(2) A Memorial by the same officer 
giving additional reasons for the remission 
of the sentence of banishment passed upon 
certain officers. He had suggested their 
release in an earlier Memorial, but the 
_ Board had objected on the ground that 
their so-called services amounted to no 
more than the performance of the ordinary 
official duties assigned to them.—Referred 
again to the proper Board. 

(3) The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal presented by one Wan Siian-chung, 
a native of ‘l'sing-ning Chow in the pro- 
vince of Kan-suh, whose complaint is as 
follows :—A_ clansman having purchased 
land of appellant’s father, the whole of the 
purchase money for which had not been 
paid, the latter pressed for the balance. 
‘This gave rise to a feud between the two, 
_ which resulted in the kinsman attacking 
the house one night and murdering the 
appellant’s father. The appellant himself, 
who had escaped by clambering over the 
wall, fled from the place, and it was not 
until his return, after an absence of seven 
years, that he learnt that his father, 
uncle, brother, and two other members of 
the household, had been murdered. Fail- 
ing to obtain redress in his own province, 
he had brought his petition to the capital. 

(4) Féng-shén, Military Governor of the 
province of the Amur, and ‘I’oh-k’o-tuan, 
Lieutenant-General of Tsi-tsi-har, in a 
joint memorial forward a list of officers 
whom they recommend for honorary 
rewards on account of distinguished ser- 
Vices at the recapture of How-lan T'ing 
in June, 1875. The town had been 
invaded by a band of mounted robbers, 
who burnt the barracks and public offices, 
took possession of the market place, aud 
abducted a number of the inhabitants. 
The list also includes the names of officers 
who displayed yallantry during an expedi- 
tion among the hills at Pa-yéu-shu-shu, 
nominally for hunting purposes, but 
actually in purauit of fugitive banditti, 
many of whom were killed, and over thirty 
of whose lairs were destroyed. 

Oct, 14th.—(1) A decree in answer toa 
memorial from the acting Governor-Gene- 
ral of Min-chéh and ‘Ting Jih-ch’ang, 
Governor of Fulhkien, with reference to 
embezzlements that had been practised by 


Certain officiala employed Sougiens 
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munitions of war. Jt is found that the 
expectant Department Magistrate Shén 


Ch’un VAR and the expectant Sub- 


Prefect Wén Shao yung MA ae have 
been guilty of falsifying the accounts of 
purchases made by them to the extent, in 
the one case, of ‘Taels 21,000, and in the 
other to that of ‘Taels 28.000, over and 
above the proper sum. For conduct so 
illegal and corrupt, a rigorous punishment 
must needs be awarded. It is decreed, in 
conformity with the sentence proposed, 
that Shéun Ch’un and Wén Shao-yany do 
suffer death by decapitation, after impri- 
sonment to await the period of revision. 
Proceedings are farther to be taken to 
enforce restitution of the sums embezzled, 
report being made to the Throne, at the 
expiry of the period allowed for recovery 
of the money, declaring whether repay- 
ment in full has been effected. As regards 


the Sub-Prefect Chow Sing-i fi] 2 24, 


who alleges in his statement that he was 
not in any wise implicated in the embezzle- 
ments perpetrated, it was nevertheless due 
to his failure to apply a proper'scrutiny 
in the arrangements for the purchase of 
certain vessels that so great a loss as one 
hundred thousand dollars was entailed. 
Confirmation is awarded to the sentence 
propounded in his case, viz., that he be 
required to make good the amount in full, 
and be transported to venal servitude on 
the Mongolian post-roads, there to redeem 
by his exertions the offence he has com- 
mitted. For their failure to discover that 
these frauds were being perpetrated, We 
command that the following officials be 
handed over to the Board for the determi- 
nation of # penalty, viz., Li Ho-nien, ex- 
Governor-General of Min Chéh ; Pao-héng, 
Financial Commissioner, and President of 
the Military Board in Fubkien ; Lu Shih- 
xieh, Salt Cominissioner ; Yeh Yung-yuan, 
Giain Commissioner; Wén-ki, ex-Salt 
Commissioner ; and Ow T’ien-min, ex-Grain 
Commissioner. As the offences in question 
did not occur during Ting Yih-chang’s 
term of office, no punishment need be 
visited upon him, his request to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli re- 
ports the steps taken to keep within 
proper bounds the waters of the river 
Yung-ting (the Hw’én Ho), and recom- 
mends for favorable consideration the 
services of Li Ch’ao-i, the official in charge 
of the dykes and embankments. 

(3) ‘Ting Pao-chéng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, details the measures taken to alle- 
viate the distress caused by the drought 
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in his province in the early part of the 
year. Throughout the distressed districts 
the gentry were encouraged to sell grain 
at a reduced price, open soup kitchens, 
contribute rice, and subscribe money. 
Officers were sent to all parts of the pro- 
vince to give relief where most needed, 
and for this purpose the taotat of the 
Teng Lai-Ts’ing Circuit(the Superintendent 
of Customs at Chefoo) was called upon 
to remit Tls. 30,000 from the native 
Customs. Agents were sent to Manchuria 
to buy grain, which was landed at the port 
of Li-tsin (the mouth of the Yellow River), 
and thence transported to the starving 
districts. The opportunity was taken 
to repair the salt works in the district 
of Li-tsin, and deepen the port of Wei 
Hien. In this way it was found pos- 
sible to consult the interests of the State, 
while at the same time relieving the 
famine stricken population. The people 
were further urged to dig wells, and thus 
to some extent prevent the seed from 
perishing in the ground. When the rain 
did come, it was too late to sow anything 
but buckwheat, and a quantity of this 
grain was procured from Chihli to be 
distributed to the people to be used as, 
seed. Altogether over Tls. 80,000 of 
public money was disbursed in giving 
relief, and the greatest care was taken 
that only the deserving should receive 
assistance, the distribution of charity 
having been under the personal super- 
vision of the officers appointed to the 
duty. 

Oct. 15th.—(1) A Decree. We have 
received memorials from the Censor Hu 
Yi-kiin, representing that pseudo-religious 


societies ( #) are working evil to the 
country, and praying that the Provincial 
Governments may be instructed to seize 
Aud punish persons propagating their 
doctrines. He suggests at the same time 
that a strict surveillance should be main- 
tained at the capital, and that the authori- 
ties generally should be on the watch 
to deal with evil disposed persons who 
involve the reputation of religious (i.e, 
foreign missionary) establishments, Shéu 
Pao-cheng and others have earlier 
reported that [societies based upon] unlaw- 
ful doctrines were rife in Kiang-su and 
other provinces, accompanied by practices 
such as those of ‘‘ paper men,” “‘cutting of 
queues,” and the like. We have repeatedly 
instructed the Governors-General and 
Governors concerned to yive orders for 
the arrest and punishment of this class 
of evildoers, who are extending their 
operations to many Bute" and thereby 


causing no small degree of mischief. We 
hereby order them to cause proclamations 
to be issued calling on the peuple to 
pursue their several avocatiuns in a quiet 
and orderly manner, and to pay no heed 
to delusive tales ; bringing the members of 
pseudo-religious sects, whenever such are 
met with, before the authorities, who will 
punish them with the utmost rigour of 
the law. The ways of evildoers such as 
these are wily and deep-laid, and they 
frequently profess connection with a 
[foreign] religious establishinent by way 
of pretext for their evil doings. The 
authorities will nevertheless punish them 
as the law requires, and not suffer 
themselves to be imposed upon by their 
devices. In the capital, as a centre of 
resort from all parts of the Empire, ifs 
careful watch be not maintained, bad 
characters may not impvasilily find a chance 
to congregate. Let the Office of Gendarm- 
erie, the Governor of Shun-t’ien, and 
the Metropolitan Censorates draw up re- 
gulations that shall ensure a strict and 
efficient watch being kept; that so bad 
characters may be kept down, and peace 
and order be preserved. : 

(2) A Decree sanctioning the opening of 
two of the charitable relief agencies in the 
capital before the usual time, in conse- 
quence of the high price of corn resulting 
from bad harvexts. A relief ageiicy is 
also to be established at Lu-kou-k’iao 


Bints (a town and bridge on the main 


road to the west, about 10 miles distant 
from Peking.) 

(3) Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General 
of Sze-ch’wan, and Governor of Yiinnan, 
reports the re-hearing of an appeal case, in 
which the appellant, Sii Sze-hiang, com- 
plained that he was unable to return to 
his home in consequence of his elder 
brother, who maintained a separate 
establishment, having been concerned in 
a rising in the province of Kwei-chow. 
His brother’s band had been attacked ant 
put to flight, and his property confiscated. 
Sii Sze-hiang, who was in no way concerned 
in his brother’s misdoings, being afraid to 
return to his home, or to represent his 
case in his own province, went to the 
capital, and there wilfully misrepresented 
the facts, basing his statements on mere 
hearsay. He will be allowed to take 
possession of his own property, and the 
penalty which he incurred by his mis- 
representations will, under the Act of 
Grace, be remitted. : 

(4) ‘The same officer denounces certain 
sub-prefects and magistrates for deli- 
ciencies in:taxes.for which they have to 


~ 


1138 


\ 


account, and requests that their buttons 
may be taken away from them, and a 
limit fixed within which the deficiencies 
are to be made good. 

Oct. 16th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is taken up with the report of the 
Governor-General of Sze-chw’an with re- 


ference to the proceedings of the Military in + 


the district of ‘Tung-hiang, the memorial 
being a vindication against the charges 
brought againat the Sze-chw’an authorities 
by the ringleader of the rioters against 
whom the troops were moved. (See 
Gazettes of Sept. Srd, 14th, et. al.) 

Oct. 17th.—(1) Tsao-pao, President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency, is fined 
six months’ pay for neglecting to be pre- 
sent at Court at the proper time. 

(2) A Decree directing Siu-ki, Lieutenant- 
General of Altchuka, in Kirin, to proceed 
to his post without delay. 

(3) Yang Ch’ang-siin, Governor of Chéh- 
kiang, reports the arrival of a distressed 
Liu-chiuan junk at Cha-pu. The vessel 
having been seen off Cha-pu in a help- 
less condition, was brought into port by 
a Government cruiser. She was 67 feet 
long with a beam of 23 feet, and carried a 
cargo of salt, coarse tea, and lime, There 
were twenty-five men on board, all of 
whom wore their hair twisted into a knot 
at the top of the head. None. of them 
could speak Chinese, but one of their 
number had a slight knowledge of the 
written character and could write a few 
words roughly with the pencil. From him 
it was ascertained that the master of the 
vessel was named Lin-k’o-wang, and that 
the crew were twenty-four in number, 
all of them being natives of Liu-chiu. 
They were bound for Pa-chung-shan, 
in Lin-chiu, with a cargo of salt, tea, 
and rice. They set sail on the 11th 
July last (from what port the memo- 
vialist does not state), and shortly after- 
wards encountered a gale, which drove 
them out of their course. ‘The vessel was 
found to be in sound condition, but she 
had lost her mainsail, her stern gallery, 
and her iron anchor, whilst her running 
gear was also somewhat damaged. The 
crew were supplied with provisions, and 
the vessel was repaired with all despatch. 
On the repairs having been completed, the 
crew were supplied with a stock of pro- 
visions, and the junk was convoyed to 
Fovchow. 

Oct. 18th.—(1) Liu Kw’en-yi, Governor- 
General of the two Kwang, recommends 
that Wen-t’ien, ex-Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Canton, be rewarded with an 
appointment to the presidency of a de- 


partment in the Inner Peo his 


able administration of the Canton Customs 
during his tenure of officea—An Imperial 
Rescript grants the request. 

(2) Wen-tien, ex-Superintendent of 
Customs at Canton, reports having handed 
over to his successor the following duties 
collected between the 1st Oct., 1875, and 
the 12th Augt., 1876 :— ; 


Taels. 
Collected by Foreign Cus- 

toms at Canton........ . 724,220 5.3.2 
Opium duty ...c.ccceesceseeee 14,453.8.4.5 
Half duty on produce...... 36, 146.4.2.5 
Duties collected from 

C. M.S. N. Co. ...... 27,754.7.5.2 
Half duty do., do. ...... 5,668.4.2.5 
Collected by Swatow Cus- 

COMB cesecssescseee seeeeee BO? , 663 6.9.2 
Opium duty ........scecceceee 284,004.7.5.0 
Half duty on produce ...... 40. "989. 7.8.6 
C. M. 8S. N. Company...... 15,307.6.5.8 
Opium carried by do. ...... 11,1.5.0 
Half duty on produce ...... 1 852. 2.1.1 


and also the following amounte received 
at the Native Custom House, between the 


2ist March, 1876, and the 12th August, 
1876 :— 
Taels. 


47,603.1.4.4 
12,036.3.4 3 
8,751.3.6.1 


Duties collected at Canton... 
»» Outports 
Swatow... 


” 9 


” ” 
Opium stations 


near Hongkong 
and Macao.........119,355.3.0.0 
Deduct expenses 88,269.3.4 3 
——__——31, 085. 4.5.7 
Tak-hoi Customs 10,096.3.9.5 
Deduct expenses...4,042.07.5 
6,054.3.2.0 
(3) The Governor-General of the two 
Kwang provinces memorializes with re- 
ference to the treatment to which kidnappers 
of persons for shi»ment to places beyond 
sex should be subjected, giving it as his 
opinion that criminals of this class should 
continue to undergo the regular processes 
of trial, and that it is not necessary that 
summary execution should be resorted to 
in their case. He refers to a despatch 
received by him on the 22nd May last, 
from the Board of Punishments, in which 
a memorial from the late Governor-Gene- 
ral Ying Han, urging the introduction 
of a rigorous enactment for the punish- 
ment of kidnappers, was cvunsidered. 
The Board had memorialised, observing 
that with reference to the practice pre- 








vailing for the sake of yain among 
lawless natives of the province of © 
Kwangtung, of kidnapping individuals 


by force or fraud to be eent across the 
sea, the late Governor-General had re- 
presented to the Throtiethat, in view of 
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the system of engayement of [contract] 
labourers which foreigners ia me are how 


about to put into operation, there is reason 
to fear for the result of combinations 
formed with them by Chinese subjects ; and 
he requested accordingly that [offenders] 
might continue to be punished by summary 
process under the new regniations. The 
propositions contained in this memorial 
having been referred by decree to be 
reported upon by the present Governor- 
General, he observes that an enactment 
was placed upon the statute book in 1866, 
at the instance of the authorities then 
holding office at Canton, providing for the 
summary decapitation of kidnappers found 
guilty of inveigling unwilling persons into 
the service of foreigners to be sent beyond 
_ the sea, Ata subsequent date, in view of 
the fact that Chinese subjects left port of 
their own accord, but were enticed by 
dishonest persons into going abroad, it was 
held that to deal with all such persons on 
the footing of actual kidnappers would be 
too severe a procedure; and the former 
Governor-General, Jui-lin, memorialised 
in conjunction with the Governor of 
Kwangtung, Chang Chao-tung, submit- 
ting a proposal, which was referred for 
deliberation to the Board, in accordance 
with which the principal, in cases of this 
nature, should be sentenced to the penalty 
of strangulation, after due period of re- 
vision; and accessories to that of one 
hundred blows and transportation to a 
distance of 3,000 di, in conformity with the 
law against the conducting of subjects of 
the Kmpire beyond its frontiers, When 
reporting, in December, 1874, upon the pro- 
posals for due precaution in the administra- 
tion of justice set forth in the memorial 
presented by the Censor ‘I'ény K’ing-lin, 
the Governor of Kwanytung represented 
that, owing to the cessation of operations 
for the engagement of contract labourers 
to go abroad, the crime of kiduapping had 
gradually died away, and he requested 
that charges of inveigliny persons to leave 
port or to emigrate beyond the sea might be 
dealt with by regular process of trial, as 
in the case of ordinary offences, summary 
execution being dispensed with. He far- 
ther stated that he had instituted a code 
of regulations, and had stationed civil and 
military officials at Canton and Whampoa 
to keep a strict look-out against kid- 
nappers. In tie representations of the 
Governor-General, Ying Han, referred to in 
the present despatch from the Board, it 
is observed that as the enyagement of 
labourers is now [about to be] undertaken 
on the part of Peru, a persons 


oogle 


are sure to recommence their accustomed 
practices, and tind means to enter into 
combinations with unlawful intent. He 
therefore requested that summary execu- 
tion might once more be resorted to. ‘The 
preseut memorialist, after recapitulating 
the tenour of the late enactments, observes 
that although a Treaty has been concluded 
with Peru on the subject of the engage- 
ment of labourers in China, no emigration 
operations have as yet been set on foot in 
Kwangtung, and there is no reason to 
apprehend that pretexts will be found for 
acts of fraud on the part of dishonest 
Chinese subjects. He therefore opines 
that summary execution after preliminary 
investigation only is a process that need 
not be reintroduced; and he requests 
that orders be issued sanctioning the 
regular form of trial in the case of persons 
charged with kidnapping. Rescript, desir- 
ing the Board of Punishments to consider 
and report, 

(4) Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General 
of Sze-chw’an, states that the presence of 
Brigadier-General Yang Fu-tung being no 
longer required in the district of Tung- 
liiang (the scene of late disturbances), he 
has been directed to proceed without 
delay to his new post at K’ai-hwa Fu 


(BH AY, kh), in Yiiunan, 


(5) Wen-v’ien, Superintendent of Customs 
at Canton, reports having handed over 
charge to his successor on the 13th Aug. 
last. He made up his accounts to the 
previous day, showing the duties received 
under the following heads :—Canton 
Foreign Customs, Native Customs, opium, 
half duty on native produce, China Mer- 
chants’ Steam Navigation Company, Swa- 
tow, opium tax stations, and Pak-hoi. 

(6) The same official reports having 
placed in the hands of his successor the 
accounts of the K?’iung-chow Custom 
House. During the three months ending 
30th June last, the sum of Tls. 3,206.1.2.5 
was collected on account of duties, tounage 
dues, and opium duty; while during the 
first month of the succeeding quarter the 
collection under the same heads amounted 
to the suin of T's. 7,736.6.9.6. 


Oct. 19th.—(1) The acting Governor- 
General of Min Chéh applies for permis- 
sion to imprison, and, if necessary, to 
inflict corporal punishment upon, Yang 
‘T'sai-yuan, a military otticer who was some 
years ayo degraded and dismissed for em- 
hezzling the pay of his men. Every at- 
tempt has been made to make him acknow- 
ledye his crime, and refund the money, 
but he persists in maintaining that Tls. 
1,900, already repaid, is all the public 


~ 


\\Chinese coast. 
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money he can be called to account for. 
It is now proposed to imprison him and 
compel him to make good his defaleations. 

(2) The same high official states that, 
for the vacant post of Prefect of Foochow 
he has selected Chang Meug-yiian 


(ie oe Ju): at present holding the 
ottice of prefect of T’ai-wan Fu. 

(3) The Governor-General of Min-Chéh 
farther reports having sent back to their 
own country twelve Liuchiuans who had 
been driven by stress of weather to the 
They were duly cared for 
while in Foochow, and sent back with 
a month’s provisions in their own craft, 
which was found staunch enough for the 
voyage. 

(4) The High Authorities of Fuhkien 
bring a series of charges againt Yang 
Pao-wu, Magistrate of the Kia-i District, 
in Formosa, and beg that he may be 
stripped of his rank and brought to trial. 
The offences imputed to him are, first, 
that last year when one of his police was 
killed while attempting to extort money 
in a village where he had gone to serve a 
summons, the Magistrate proceeded with 
a force to the village in question, and 
arrested a number of innocent persons, 
from whom he extorted money before 
granting them their release, Ayain, when 
a military officer was severely wounded 
aud beaten back by a party of gamblers, 
the Mayistrate, who proceeded twice to 
the spot with a force at his back, failed to 
arrest the principal offenders. Another 
charge is that he permitted a friend to 
introduce loose women into his yamén, and 
make the place a scene of drunkenness 
and dissipation. - The Rescript grants the 
request of the memorialists, 


Oct, 20th.—A decree, based upon a 
report from the Board of Punishments, 
handing up for perusal the statement de- 
posed on trial by Yiian T’ing-kiao, the 
malefactor from the province of Szech’wan 
(see Guzette of L6th inst. and 3rd Sept.), 
and also upon a joint representation from 
the Secretary Siao ‘Tsung-yii and others, 
forwarded through the Court of Censorate, 
in which an officer in command of troops 
is accused of wanton slaughter and of acts 
of violation and abduction. ‘The Censor 
Li T’ing-siao has also memorialised, stating 
thatin the reply returned from Szech’wan 
relating to this very serious affair, a very 
great number of passayes open to doubt 
and question are to be found, and he 


requests that a stringent enquiry be 
ordered. In this matter of the outbreak 


headed by the lawless offender Yiion Ting- 
kiag in Szecl’ wan, apart tronptle gies 





he makes in his deposition that he did not 
attack the quarters of the military and offer 
resistance to the armed forces of Govern- 
ment—a statement upon which reliance is 
noteasily to be placed, — it is,at'thesame time 
declared in the petition presented by the 
notables, incriminating [the General] Li 
Yeo-héng, that he’ summarily beheaded 
certamn of the villagers who went to his 
encampment with a petition, and that the 
persons who thus suffered were law-abidiug 
individuals, in no wise partaking of a 
criminal character. In the proclamation, 
moreover, issued under his seal of office by 
Li Yeo-hény, there occurs the statement 
that ‘‘prisoners wi hout number have 
been captured in the taking of the Tsien- 
féng and other fortified villages, and put 
to death.” This statement is diametrically 
opposed to the assertion contained in the 
Memorial (from Szech’wan) to the effect 
that ‘‘no prisoners from the villages have 
been taken or executed.” In view of the 
serious ground that is given for suspicion 
in this matter, the newly appointed 
Governor-General of Szech’wan, Li Han- 
chang, a8 a person who cannot possibly 
have reason to screen the parties concerned, 
is commanded to institute a searching en- 
quiry into all the particulars, The prisoner 
Yiian T’ing-kiao is to be sent back under 
guard to the province, to give evidence, 
(2) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
&ec., memorializes with reference to the 
appointment of a successor to the post of 
Intendant to the Southern Circuit, with 
residence at P’u-Urh Fu, a post of signal 
importance, owing to its relations with 
Burmah, Siam, and the States of the Laos, 
beside being remarkable for its unhealthi- 
ness. It is proposed to appvint to this 
post the expectant Taotai Ch’én ‘l’ing-chén 


iki AE Y, aged 49, a native of Peh-liw 


in Kwanysi, who has gained much distinc- 
tion in Yiiunan by his services against the 
rebels and in the suppression of various 
local outbreaks. He was for some time 
Acting Prefect of K’ai-hwa Fu.—RKeferred 
by rescript for the consideration of the 
Board of Civil Office. 

Uct. 21st.—(1) A decree, referring to 
the recent opening of the Government 
relief agencies, in and near Peking, in 
advance of the usual period, and directing 
a report to be made by the proper authori- 
ties as to the points at which additional 
stations may most advantageously be 
placed, in view of the rise in the price of 
the necessaries of life which has been 
entailed by the drought of the season. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Auhwei reporting o,the; proceedings on 
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rehearing of an appeal case referred back 
from Peking. The complaint lodged by a 
widow named Li Tu-she, respecting the 
murder of her husband, has been disproved. 

(3) The Governor-General of the two 
Kiang and the Governor of Anhwei jointly 
memorialise with reference to the transfer 
of a. Sub-Prefect, whom it is thought de- 
sirable to station henceforward at the large 
trading town which has grown up on the 


island of Ho Yiieh Chow Fal PF pi, 


opposite to Ta-t’ung 743 i, on the 
Yangtsze. The town of Ta-t’ung itself, 
formerly an important business centre, 
was utterly destroyed during the rebellion. 
and the new town that has been formed in 
its place had its beginning in the encamp- 
ment of troops upon the island during the 
military operations of that period. The 
island was originally a mere reed bed, and 
was at one time known by the name of 


Ho Yeh Chow tif BE ph. The popula- 


tion which has grown up there is of a very 
mixed character, and containsalarge propor- 
tion of professional desperadoes, disbanded 
braves, members of secret societies, and 
the like. he petty civilian fuyctionary 
and sergeant of police now stationed at 
Ta-t'ung, are unable to exert the requisite 
authority over the place ; and it is therefore 
proposed to transfer to the spot the Sub- 
Prefect of T’ai-p’ing Fu, who has hereto- 
fore been stationed at Wu-hu, this last- 
named town being adequately provided 
with superior officials. The pay and allow- 
ances heretofore issued to the Sub-Prefect, 
in his original post, were as follows :— 
Official salary, ‘Ils. 80; servants’ wages, 
Tis, 12; official runners’ wages, Tis. 48 ; 
constables’ wages, Tls.72; chair-bearers’ 
aud umbrella-bearers’ wayes, Tis. 42,— 
amounting in all to Tls, 254 per annum, 
payable from the district treasury of Wu-hu, 
besides a personal (‘‘anti-extortion’’) allow- 
ance of Tis, 500 issued from the provincial 
exchequer. It is proposed to continue 
these payments on the same scale in the 
new appointment.—Referred by rescript 
for the consideration of the proper Buards. 

Oct. 22ud.—(1) A decree conterring the 


post of Secretary of a Board (+ 5) on 


Wu Ko-tu By BS (N. B.—This 


official was removed from the Censorate in 
1874 for indiscreet language in connection 
with the trial of Ch’eng-lu, then Com- 
mander-in-chief at Urumtsi, for the un- 
provoked slaughter of a whole village.) 

(2) Wéng ‘T’ung-tsio, acting Governor- 
General of Hu-kwang, requests that Yang 
Taung-liev, whose year of vftice is up, may 
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be allowed to remain in charge of the new 
Customs’ station (at Kingchow Fu on the 
Yangtsze), where duty is collected on bam- 
boos and timber. During the expired 
year, the amount collected on this kind 
of building material was Tls. 39,985. 

(3) Weng T’ung-tsio begs permission to 
put off until next year the inspection of all 
military stations in Hupeh, which he had 
been directed by the Board of War to 
make. Owing to the Civil and Military 
examinations being held this year, hie 
whole time will be occupied, and he would 
find it quite impossible to absent himself 
for the two months required for the tour 
of inspection.—The Rescript grants his 
request. 

(4) The Lieutenant-General at Ch’a-har 
reports that the Imperial Clansman Yih 
Jung has paid in the Tis. 1,500 which he 
had offered as a contribution towards the 
expenses of the Mongolian post-road, and 
in consideration of which he had been 
granted his liberty by rescript already 
published. 

Oct. 23rd.—(1) Li Hung-chang, Gov- 
ernor-General of Chihli, reports the trial 
and execution by the lingering process 
(ling-ch’e) of an insane person who mur 
dered his own father as the latter was 
attempting to gain entrance to his house 
one night, after having been to a neigh- 
bouring village in quest of a doctor. ‘The 
insane son hearing the dogs ba:k imagined 
that thieves were about, and arming him- 
self with a stick sallied out. Before the 
family could take him off, he had so 
seriously wounded his own father that the 
latter died next day. 


(2) Li Hung-chang submits an account 
presented to him by Liu Ping-lin, Taotai 
of ‘Tientsin, whereby it appears that the 
sum of Tls, 7,868 has been disbursed on 
account of the grain junks from the 
provinces ot Kianysu and Chehkiang. ‘I'he 
items of the account are pilotage, police, 
clerks, foreign tide-waiters, stationery, 
oil, and candles. 

(3) The same high official states that it 
is proposed to send back to Siian-hwa Fu 
three hundred ont of the thousand men 
now stationed at Urga; two hundred in- 
fantry and five hundred cavalry being 
retuined as a garrison. The officer in 
charge of this force, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Si P’ing-chw’en has been at his present 
post for the last six years, and is entitled 
to be relieved. Chih-kang, Resident at 
Kurun (Orga), recommends in his stead 
Lieut.-Colonel Tan Hing-kw’ei, an officer 
well up to his work, and thoroughly welb 
versed in matters beyond the frontier, 


- and stopped to chat with him. 
: course of conversation Sun-héng jestingly 
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Oct. 24th.—(1) Liu-tien, assistant 
Military Administrator for Shén-si and 
Kan-suh, reports that he has caused 


_ another wooden seal to be engraved in 


consequence of his promotion to the rank 


- of President of the Imperial Stud Court 


Tey, with a button of the second 


grade, : 
(2) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 


of the Two Kiang, reports the rehearing 


and decision of the following appeal case :— 
Sun-héng, Liu Ch’un-ki, and Tuh Hwa- 
te’iin, three of the parties in the case, are 


* natives of Tang-shan Hien, Liu Ch’un-tsi’s 


sister was married to Tu Hwa-ts’iin. Sun- 


' héng was an intimate friend of the latter, 


and lived close by. In April, 1873, Sun- 


- héng, while out walking, met a kinsman 


of Tuh Hwa-ts’iin’s, by name Tub-hiang, 
In the 


- remarked that he had seen Tuh Hwa- 
* te’tin’s wife ; that she was a fine looking 


» woman, and, he had heard, most accom- 


modating. If, therefore, she happened to 


. be led astray, her husband, who was an 


: @asy going man, would not be likely to 
» hear of it. 


Tuh-hiang rebuked his friend 


: for making such improper remarks, and 


. piece of stick against it. 


. each other’s acquaintance, 


\ 


. 8eize the opportunity to pay a visit to 


/ strong language passed between the two, 


in consequence of which they dropped 
One night in 
the month of June, 1873, Tuh Hwa-te’iin 


. Went out to watch his crops, closing the 


outer door of his house by propping a 
Vf Sun-héng, hear- 
ing that he had gone out, determined to 


Tuh Hwa-ts’iin’s wife. He went to the 
front door, gave it a push, and, finding it 
open, made his way to the wife’s bedroum, 
which had no door. She and her family 
were all sound asleep, taking advantage of 


' which fact he crept to her bedside guided 
by the light of the moon, and gently 


touched her to awake her. She jumped up 
with a start, and indignantly repelled his 


“ advances, wrapping the coverlet around 
her, and kicking him while she screamed 


A 


' over the wall and made his escape. 


— Occupied 


for assistance. Sun-héng, in alarm lest 
her cries would be heard, and he should 


Consequently be recognised, drew out a 
* small double-edged knife he had upon 


him and killed her, after which he climbed 
The 
other inmates of the house, aroused by 


‘the sobs and cries of a little child who 


the bed with the murdered 
Womau, summoned the husband, and he 


' after making certain enquiries, charged 


Sun-héng with the crime. Sun-héng 


‘admitted his guilt, but determined to 
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| Li Hung-chang. 


revenge himself upon Tuh-hiang, declared 
that the latter was his accomplice. After 
careful examination, under which Tuh- 
hiang succumbed, it was found that the 
charge of complicity was utterly untrue. 
The husband, however, for whose grief at 
his wife’s death due allowance should be 
made, was not satisfied, and, under the 
impression that the evidence had been 
tampered with, persuaded Liu Ch’un-tsi 
to go to Peking and appeal on his behalf 
at the Court of Censorate. Sun-héng has 
been sentenced to immediate decapitation, 
The memorialist suggests that a post- 
humous testimonial of merit be conferred by 
His Majesty upon the unfortunate 
woman. 

(3) Ts‘ung-shih, acting Governor-General 
of Shéngking, prays that the penalty of 
banishment to the Amur may be visited 
on an Imperial clansman who has been 
found guilty of putting into circulation 
forged notes. All the implements used by 
him were seized, and he confessed to hav- 
ing obtained large sums of money in this 
manner, pleading poverty as his excuse. 
—Rescript confirming the sentence. 

October 25th.—{1) A Decree. Let a post- 
humous title be conferred on Shéu Chao- 
yiin, formerly Financial Commissioner of 
Chéhkiang, whose death is reported by 
The deceased officer did 
good service during the inroad of the 
Taiping rebels into Honan, and to his 
valour was due the preservation of the 
provincial capital. In 1870 he saw the 
recurrence of the cyclical year in which 
he took his degree, (1.e., the sixtieth anni- 
versary of that event), and was thus able 
to be present at the banquet given by 
His Majesty to successful candidates, 

(2) A Decree permits Chang Ying, 
Financial Commissioner of Shansi, to retire 
on account of ill-health. 

(3) The Governor of Kwei-chow reports 
the arrest of a notorious brigand, who had 
been the terror of the country about Tu- 
ch’ang-lung in Ta-ting-Fu. Upon learning 
what a serious danger this man and his 
followers threatened to be, the military 
authority of P’ing-yiian Chow was set on his 
track, and this officer succeeded in storm- 
ing the robber’s retreat, and securing his 
mother, wives, and some of his band. The 
chief himself escaped to the Yiinnan fron- 
tier, whither he was hotly pursued, and 
eventually he was seized in Szechwan, his 
captors having never ceased to keep close 
on his heels. After undergoing a trial, he 


' was summarily executed, and the women 


he had carried off, and the lands he had 
taken forcible possession of, were restored 
to their lawful owners, 
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(4) Jui Lien, General at Jéh-ho, being 
about to proceed to-the hunting gronuds 
for the purpose of testing the accuracy of 
the survey lately made under his orders, 
states that he has left certain officers to 
carry on the despatch of ordinary business, 
and that he is taking his seal of oftice with 
him, in order that any matter’ of great 
importance may receive his personal atten- 
tion while on the march 

(5) The Governor of Kwei-chow begs 
that, so far as his province is concerned, a 
year may be allowed to elapse before effect 
be given to the proposal of the Governor 
of Kiangsu that the practice be abolished 
of allowing officials to purchase exemption 
from the examination which it is necessary 
they should undergo prior to taking office. 
The object of the system was to raise 
funds for military purposes, and at the same 
time save subordinate officials the expense 
of going to the capital. Now that military 
operations have ceased, so also should this 
abnormal source of revenue, but Kwei- 
chow is not yet prepared for the sudden 
change, and a year’s grace is applied for.— 
The Rescript directs the Board of Revenue 
to consider and report, 

Oct. 26th.—(Court Circular.) Ho King 


Ai iB, ex Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, paid his respects on the expiration 
of his period of mourning, and had 
audience. 

(1) A Decree appoints Liu Show-t’u 
aK =] fe Financial Commissioner of 
Shan-si. 

(2) ‘Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, submits a memorial exposing the 
irregularities which in a great measure 
tend to defeat the object of the literary 
examinations. Every man, he represents, 
who succeeds in attaining unmerited 
success, is one more deserving student 
deprived of his reward. By law, no lights 
should be allowed on the concluding day 
of the examinations, and such persons as 
allow the candidates to exceed the limit of 
time, should be visited with punishment 
at the hands of the superiors ; while such 
candidates as make corrections of more 
than one hundred characters should be de- 
barred from the second trial. There are 
found in practice, in this connection, two 
classes of abuses. The one is that essays, 
which should be handed in one evening, 
are occasionally not placed in the hands of 
the examiners until the next morning, 
when the candidates for the second trial 
are coming in. Contrary to regulations, 
lamps are kept burning all night, and in 
some instances, when remonstrated with, 
students will resist all authority and insist 
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on having theit own way. The reason of 
this is twofold. Men who undertake w 
write out essays for others, neglect their 
own until the last moment; and agaiu, 
men who are totally wanting in literary 
ability themselves wait until the gates ar 
opened for the outgoing candidates, when 
they smuygle in a previously prepared 
essay which they copy and hand inw 
their own. The second class of abuse i: 
this :—After the essays have been give 
up, copyists are employed to tranacrilt 
them. . Amongst these copyists are me 
who having taken their degree at a pre 
vious examination, manage to get then 
selves engaged as transcribers, and ther, 
for a consideration, undertake to ameui 
the essays passing through their hands 
The memorialist cannot but feel an interes 
in aspirants who, with but one chance 
three years, risk their future on one day? 
earnest effort, aud yet may find their pro 
pects destroyed by the unscrupulous cor 
duct of more influential men. He hu 
therefore warned all officials connected 
with the examinations that they will b 
held responsible for any malpractice, smi 
the transcribers through whose hands tle 
essays all pass have been cautioned thi 
the severest penalty will attend any under 
hand attempt to tamper with the pape 
to which they have access.—Reacript: |i 
is noted. 

(3) Ting Jih-chang, in a supplementsy 
memorial, states, with reference to th 
foregoing document, that by law it is no}. 
permitted to address the Throne on tls 
subject of the examinations during tle 
year in which these are to be held. 1 
the present instance, however, he woul 
have been destitute of shame had the feaf 
of incurring a penalty deterred him from}; 
exposing the abuses which have como 'f; 
his knowledge. The object of his mew 
rial, moreover, is the exposition of 
existing law, not the addition of a ne 
one. He, however, awaits their Majestic 
decision as to whether he has laid himelf | 
open to punishment.—The Reascript i#? , 
The question of punishment need not b , 
taken into consideration. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan applies 0 
behalf of Ma Ju-lung, at present Com | 
mander-in-chief in that province, {0 | 
permission to take up for his son tle, 
literary degree conferred at the accessi' 
of the last Emperor on the sous of officis. 
of certain standing. He has allowed t:: 
time to pass by within which he shew: 
have made the application, but he plea 
as an excuse the turbulent times in Yu 
nan which at that time took up his atte 
tioun.—Referred to the Board of War. 
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Oct. 27th.—(1) A Decree. Let Li Han- 
chang be transferred to the post of 
Governor-General of Hu Kwang; Ting 
Pao-chéng succeed to the office of Governor- 
General of Szech’wan; Wén Kéh be 
transferred to the Governorship of Shan- 
tung ; and P’an Ting-sin succeed to the 
post of Governor of Yiinnan. 
_ (2) A Decree. Let Tu Jui-lien succeed 

to the post of Financial Commissioner of 
Yiinnan ; and Fang Siin-i to that of Judi- 
cial Commissioner of Szech’wan, 

(3) A Decree. Yang Ch’any-siin, Go- 
vernor of Chéhkiang, in view of the greatly 
increased number of candidates, proposes 
that the military examinations shall be 
held in two different places, in order that 
_ he may divide the work of supervision 
" with the military examiners. There were 
good and weighty reasons for ordaining 
that the examinations should be conducted 
under the personal supervision of the 
provincial Governor, and the Imperial 
Mandate should be obeyed without 
question; what then means this ill-con- 
‘ gidered proposal for a change? Yang 
_ Ch’ang-siin’s suggestion is contrary to 
' ‘established usage, and is hereby negatived. 
Let his name be handed over to the Board 
for the infliction of a penalty. 


} (4) A Decree. Let Ho-King 4 is 
sncceed to the office of Governor-General 
of Fuhkien and Chéhkiang. 

(5) The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu 

quests that the soup-kitchen at the 

wang-an gate in Peking may this year 
_ Je opened a month earlier, and closed one 

‘ month later than usual; and in a supple- 
hnentary memorial the same. official begs 
pperianon to establish a soup-kitchen at 

u-kow-k’iao, 12 miles to the west of 
Peking, where the freshets from the 
Hw’én Ho have of late. years caused 
considerable damage to the surrounding 
country.—Granted by rescript. 

(6) Féng Shéu, Military Governor of 
Heh-lung Kiang (the Amur), having been 
directed to suggest some arrangement by 
which the province could bear a large 
portion of its expenses, submits for ap- 
proval a proposal with that object in view. 
Hu Lan-t’ing, he remarks, has so far been 
the only city in the province where in 
| addition to a tax on cattle, an impost has 
4 been levied on such articles as tobacco, 

wine, oil, &c. It is now proposed, after 

the first day of the eighth: moon, to 
'} establish an office at the provincial capital 
'} (Sagalin) for the collection of a trade tax 
on tobacco, wine, oil, hemp, mushrooms, 
fish bones, deer’s horns, furs, and hazel 


Snuts, all of which articles_have pass 
et Go gfe 


through the capital on the way to other 
marts. The tax to be levied is 3 per 
cent. on all sales, the article being then 
provided with a certificate which will 
guarantee it against any future exaction 
while within that jurisdiction. Any 
person detected in evading the duty 
will be fined to the extent of half the 
value of the goods in question ; and inn- 
keepers and merchants failing to make due 
reports to the authorities will be held 
responsible, 

(7) The acting Governor-General of Fuh- 
kien states that when applying for rewards 
for such persens as had contributed to 
relieve the distress caused by the floods in 
Foochow, he was under the impression 
that the rank conferred carried with it no 
title to hold office, He has subsequently 
discovered that this held good only of 
ranks above that of District Magistrate, 
while all persons obtaining the title of Aa- 
sistant Magistrate and such inferior grades 
would in due time attain substantial rank. 
The number of such subordinate officials 
awaiting vacancies in Fuhkien is already 
excessive, aud the greater portion of them 
are utterly destitute; when they even- 
tually get office the pockets of.the people 
suffer in proportion, and disturbances can- 
not but follow if heavier burdens are laid 
upon them by the appointment of addi- 
tional office seekers. It has been said that 
the purchase of rank is a greater evil than 
fire and flood, rapine and _brigandage. 
‘These words may be too strong, but there 
is much truth in them. The one is but 
a temporary calamity, while the sufferings 
of the people resulting from the former 
are permanent. The present gain is far 
outweighed by the future evil, Who for 
example, even in the most desperate case, 
would drink poison to quench his thirst? 
After mature consideration, the memorial- 
ist states his intention to submit for His 
Majesty’s favorable consideration the names 
of such persons as contributed money or 
grain during the late floods. The official 
body it is not necessary to reward, but on 
such of the gentry as by their good deeds 
have entitled themselves to recompense, 
it is requested that merely honorary rank 
be conferred.—Rescript : Let it be as pro- 
posed. The Board will take note. 

October 28th. —(Court Circular.) Ho-king 
returns thanks for his appointment to the 
post of Governor-General of Fuh-kien and 


Chéh-kiang; and Fang Siin-i Fi} 
for his appointment to the Judgeship of 
Sze-chw’an. 

(1) A Decree. The Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs memorislises requesting that ordera 
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may be given for the speedy and equitable 
settlement of certain cases arising out of 
disturbances between ‘ ordinary subjects ” 


min, and ‘‘ converts” kiao, in the 


Province of Sze-chw’an. It appears that 
the people of Sze-chw’an being at enmity 
with the converts of the same province, 
had stirred up strife against them. When 
the prisoners arrested in connection with 
this affair were arraigned before the 
authorities, it was an obvious duty to 
ascertain by a searching investigation the 
actual history of the disturbances, and to 
adjudicate upon them equitably and with- 
out loss of time. How comes it that this 
has been delayed so long, and that in the 
districts of Ch’wau-peh T’ing, Nei-kiang, 
Lin-shui, Nan-ch’ung, Pa-chow, and Ying- 
shan, there are cases arising out of distur- 
bances between people and converts, none 
of which have feck reported as settled ? 
This is a grave instance of dilatoriness and 
neglect. We command the Tartar General 
of Ch’éng-tu, and the Governor-General of 
Sze-chw’an, to instruct the authorities at 
the places in question to investigate these 
cases without delay, and decide them in 
an equitable manner. They will also take 
steps for the due maintenance of order 
hereafter. 

(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets on the receipt of the intelligence of 


the death of Ch’un Yeo, Eh, Captain 


General of the Bordered Yellow In- 
corporated Banner Corps. The deceased 
officer, trustworthy and diligent in the 
performance of his duty, had been advanced 
from a post in the Imperial Household 
to the Presidentship of the Mongolian 
superintendency, and, subsequently, was 
appointed one of the Comptrollers of the 
Household. A funeral pall is bestowed for 
the impending obsequies, and a grant of 
Tls. 500 is ordained for his funeral ex- 
penses. 

(3) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Go- 
vernor of Kirin, reports the trial and 
punishment of a Sub-Prefect, by name 
Ch’éng-lin. This officer was sent to eject 
certain squatters upon Government land ; 
the squatters resisted, and in the struggle 
taat ensued one of their number was 
killed by one of Ch’eng-lin’s followers, 
and another taken prisoner. He was, how- 
ever, released by Ch’éng-lin for a considera- 
tion. Subsequently the relatives of the 
squatter who was killed brought a charge 
of murder against Chéng-lin’s follower, 
who absconded. Chéng-lin was called 
upon to produce him, and, being unable 
to do so, absconded also. He eventually, 
however, returned an surrendered 
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himself, and has now been sentenced to ! 


100 blows with the heavy bamboo, and |: 


banishment to a distance of 3,000 ls. Wu 
Yung-fa, the prisoner who was released, is 
sentenced to the same punishment for 
squatting on Government land, and the 
man who offered the bribe for his release 
is to receive 90 blows, and be banished for 
two years. 

(4) The same officer requests that the 
usual winter hunt may this year be dis- 
continued, as game is scarce, the expense 
heavy, and there are no men available. 
Granted by Rescript. 

Oct. 29th.—(1) A Decree. By special 
favour, Ho-king is permitted to remain on 
horseback when entering the ‘‘ forbidden 
city ” (the Imperial Palace.) 

(2) A Decree. From amongst all the 
Prefects holding office in the province of 
Kiangsu, let the most eligible person be 
selected to become Prefect of Soochow; 


and let Pi Pao-li St fe 4 fill the 


vacancy thus entailed. 
(3) The President of the Board of 


Punishments submits the deposition of © 


the prisoner Yiian T’ing-kiao, who, on 
being arrested in Peking some time ago, 
as the ringleader of a local outbreak in 
Sze-chw’an, declared that he had come to 


the capital to denounce the authorities of : 


that province for the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the population of a village, 
under the pretext that the people had riser 
in rebellion. 
back to Sze-chw’an in order that he may be 
put on his trial, in obedience to the Decree 
lately issued. He still protests his inno- 
cence, and states that he came to Peking 
in 1873 to lay a complaint of extortion 
against the gentry of the district in Sze- 
chw’an which has lately been the scene of 
the riots, This on inquiry is found to be 
true. Li T’ing-kiao, it is reeoommended, 
should be sent back under guard to the 


provincial authorities for the purposes of 


further investigation. 

(4) The Censor Li Ting-siao, in a memo- 
rial on the late disturbances in the Tung- 
hiang district in Sze-chw’an, severely 
criticises the report on the case submitted 
by the acting Governor-General Wén Kéh. 
The excessive levy of land tax by the 
Magistrate of Tung-hiang, and the whole- 
sale slaughter of innocent inhabitanta by 
the Commander-in-chief Li Yu-héng, were 
matters which some time back came to the 
ears of the Censor, but he did not think it 
proper to be too precipitate in calling at- 
tention to the subject. Now, however, 
that the acting Governor-General’s report 
has been ,published, he can no longer 
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The prisoner is being sen. ' 
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maintain silence. On several points the 
report from Sze-chw’an is contradictory to 
itself, and the Censor proceeds to attack 
its statements one by one. In Wén 
Kéh’s memorial the following passage 
ocours :—‘‘ The people of Tung-hiang are 
exceedingly turbulent. It was in this 
district that the ‘white lily’ rebel move- 
ment first originated. Of late years it 
has become a common thing for bands 
of insurgents to invest the city.” 
Mon’s dispositions, the Censor observes, 
are not all alike; good aud bad are both 
to be found ; but he has never heard that 
good counsel has failed to have its effect 
in due time. Since the days of Kia-k’ing, 
the people have enjoyed for over one 
hundred years the blessings of the Imperial 
rule, The fact that the acting Governor- 
General drags in an affair a hundred years 
old as evidence of what now exists, and 
his misrepresentation of the nature of the 
disturbance, force upon one the conviction 
that he has represented innocent persons 
in a guilty light. If, as he says, the 
people have made a common practice of 
threatening the city, and the former 
Governor-General Wu T’ang moved troops 
to repress the rising, how comes it 
that Wu T’ang failed to report the 
circumstance? His predecessor Lo Ping- 
chang, too, was a most able officer, 
and it seems strange that he should have 
been in ignorance of what was passing. 
In the second place, the Sze-chw’an report 
states that the ringleader Yiian T’ing-kiao 
assembled a mob, and took up his position 
ue inside a stockade. Before the arrival of 
“yy, the military he frightened the country 
“1 people into siding with him; and after the 
; appearance of the Government troops, he 
., sent out a body of men to pass themselves 
v(t OF as villagers who had come to tender 
“their submission ; his idea being to delay 
‘the operations of the force. The Censor 
‘learns that when Yiian T’ing-kiao besieged 
the city walls last year, the authorities 
satisfied themselves with merely sending a 
Prefect to restore order; whilst when, 
this year, Yiian T’ing-kiao sought safety 
in a stockade, a military force was de- 
spatched to destroy the place. Is not this 
, treating @ grave crime with leniency, 
¥ aud a alight offence with severity ? 
'" It is but natural that on the sudden 
_ appearance of a force, the ignorant country 
Hct people should seek refuye inside their 
fortified village, aud pray for mercy as the 
soldiery approached. Since the country 
was laid waste by the rebels, the people 
have been in the habit of living in fortified 
A villages ; and if this fact is to stamp them 
7 a8 insurgents,‘ then there res not t loyal 
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subject in the Empire. Again, the acting 
Governor-General’s report asserts that a 
Prefect was attached to the force for the 
purpose of inducing those who had joined 
the insurgents under pressure, to disperse 
quietly ; it being expected that once the 
ringleader was made prisoner quiet would 
soon be restored. The report continues 
that Yiian T’ing-kiao, at the head of several 
thousand men, engaged the Imperial 
troops, and that after several days’ fight- 
ing, many stockades were carried and 
several hundred of the rebels put to death, 
Yuan T’ing-kiao, however, succeeded in 
escaping, and General Li Yu-héng then 
returned to the capital. 

If it be true, retorts the Censor, that 
Yiian T’ing-kiao got together some thou- 
sands of inaurgents, then he was a crimi- 
nal of the blackest dye; and this being 
the case, it should have been the duty of 
those conducting the operations to devise 
some means by which his capture could 
have been ensured. Instead of this, Li 
Yu-héng proceeded to put to death the 
population of the fortified villages, leaving 
the chief offender to make good his escape, 
after which he quietly returned to the 
provincial capital. It then comes to this :— 
Either it is not true that the villagers 
resisted the constituted authority, in 
which case General Li Yu-héng’s indis- 
criminate slaughter is a crime of indes- 
eribable atrocity ; or, it is true, and then 
one has to ask, why were not the military 
officials denounced and punished under 
martial law for leaving the scene of 
operations without orders, while the 
insurgent chief was still at large? A 
right minded Minister should feel dis- 
tressed when it unfortunately happens 
that death is inflicted on misguided in- 
dividuals, but Wén Kéh, on the contrary, 
talks about the civilities tendered by the 
Prefect and Magistrate on the General’s 
departure, and dwells on this latter’s 
reception amid fireworks and other mani- 
festations of delight. If this is the state 
of mind of a pure and right-minded 
Minister, what shape would his approval 
take were a serious rebellion to be stamped 
out, or an important city recaptured ? 
The Sze-chw’an memorial further states 
that General Li Yu-héng has conducted 
military operations in Sze-cl.w’an for many 
years, and has never allowed his men to 
commit excesses. This implies that his 
troops are under good discipline. How 
then happens it that so many head of 
cattle were carried off? If it be said that 
it was the work of disbanded braves, 
how is it that an officer of such 
strict discipline comes .to allow these 
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men to follow his force? The fact that 
cattle had to be restored to the lawful 
owners, shews that in the first instance 
proper discipline had not been maintained. 
It does not at all follow, in the present 
instance, that this officer’s compassion 
for an ox implied benevolence towards 
‘ the people .(an allusion to a passage in 
Mencius.) When an Imperial Decree 
was issued, commanding Wén Kéh to 
make strict inquiry into the alleged out- 
rages, he should have appointed some 
ofticer not connected with the matter. 
Instead of this, he deputes the same officer 
as had been previously associated with 
General Li Yu-héng. It was not likely 
that this official would expose his colleague's 
misdeeds, and there is nothing but his bare 
word for the statement that the charge of 
wholesale murder against Li Yu-héng is de- 
void of foundation, After pointing out 
several more discrepancies and suspicious 
circumstances in the report, the Censor 
prays that His Majesty will cause the 
truth to be arrived at, and as Wén Kéh 
cannot be trusted to conduct with justice 
and impartiality an inquiry into a matter 
which he has already grossly misrepre- 
sented, it is suggested that Li Han-chang, 
Wén Kéh’s successor in the Sze-chw’an 
government, or some special Commissioner, 
be charged to ascertain the exact truth in 
this affair. (Rescript, ordering an enquiry 
to be instituted by Li Han-chang, already 
published.) 
Oct. 30th.—The Court of Censorate me- 
morialises stating that it has been addressed 
with a report signed by forty-seven officials, 
headed by the Secretary Siao ‘I'sung-yii, all 
natives of the province of Szech’wan, and 
serving in different posts in Peking, with 
reference to outrages committed by an 
officer in command of troops in the shape 
of the massacre of innocent persons, viola- 
tion, and abduction, within the knowledge 
of actual ear and eye witnesses, a searching 
investigation into which acts they now pray 
for. 
jointly held inquiry into the circumstances, 
they find that the person appearing to 
deliver the petition is named Liu-yii, aged 
41, a native of the Wu-k’iao district in 
Chihli, who states that he is sent by the 
official Siao Tsung-yii and those acting 
with him to present the document they 
have drawn up and the stamped bond by 
which it is accompanied, and beys that the 
paper itself be perused for all needful 
patticulars. The petition is found to run 
as follows :—‘‘ Whereas your petitioners 
are natives of the province of Szech’wan, 
and whereas in the spring of this year 
the Governor-General of the province 
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The members of the Court having - 


despatched a body of troops to quell a dis- 
turbance arising out of the act of one 
Yiian T’ing-kiao, a denizen of the district 
of ‘V'ung-hiang, they, being resident at Pe- 
king, have received repeated communica- 
tions by letter from friends and relatives 
of their own, and have likewise had in- 
formation supplied by the candidates who 
have arrived at Peking for the civil and 
military examinations ; all accounts agree- 
ing in the statement that the officer in 
command of the forces, Li Yeo-héng 


4 Al F had put innocent persons to 


death under false pretexts, and had car- 
ried off women and girls as captives. 
It was not until the appearance of 
the Imperial Decree on the 5th October 
that they learnt the tenour of the acting 
Governor-General’s report on the sub- 
ject, declaring that no such thing bad 
occurred as the acts of massacre, violation, 
and abduction with which Li Yeo-héng 
was charged—a statement diametrically 
opposed to the information in your peti- 
tioners’ possession, With regard to the 
injustice committed in this case, they 
humbly beg leave to declare, the entire 
Province knows that it was in consequence 
of having failed to obtain a reduction in 
the illegal imposts and exactions on the 
part of the District Magistrate, against 
which Yiian T’ing-kiao had appealed in 
vain at the provincial capital and at 
Peking, that he assembled a body of people 
with whom he proceeded to the tax office 
to hold a reckoning. The District -Mayie- 
trate, Sun Ting-yang, applied for reince- 
forcements hereupon, on the score of an 
assemblage of lawless persons having been 
got together ; and the officer in command 
of the Lii Wu battalion, named Sieh, 
having been the first to arrive at Tung- 
hiang, the people, in a state of alarm, 
went to his camp to present a petition. 
The officer Sieh, having ascertained that 
Yiian T’ing-kiao had taken to flight, and 
that there were no insurgents to proceed 
against, made a demonstration of autho- 
rity, and the public mind relapsed into a 
state of quiet. When Li Yeo-héng arrived 
with his force at Tung-hiang, the people 
proceeded as before to present a state- 
ment of their grievances at his head- 
quarters; and upon this Li Yeo-héng, 
with the object of securing credit to him- 
self, under false pretences seized, bound, 
and decapitated the whole of the large 
number of persons forming the deputation, 
his soldiery proceeding, farthermore, to 
commit excesses in the nature of rape and 
plunder. The population, in a state of the 
utmost alarm, fied hurriedly to their 
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fortified posts ; whereupon Li Yeo-héng, 
on the plea of endeavouring to capture the 
man Yiian T’ing-kiao, proceeded against 
the 'I's’ing-féng stockade, contrived to have 
the gate opened, and perpetrated asweeping 
and ruthless massacre. He also butchered 
the inmates of other fortified posts, 
whom he lured into his power by stratagem; 
and proceeding thence to the market-town 


- of Kwan Tu (mandarin ferry), where, 33 it 


* number of boats were laden with 


through the Ta 


compute.’ 


happened, it was a fair-day, he slaughtered 
the traders and carried off their goods. A 
the 
women and girls who were carried off, and 
with these he dropped down the river 
Hien and K’i Hien 
districts in Sui-ting Fu, in the sight of all. 
Along the course of his journey he posted 
up stamped proclamations, falsely declar- 
ing that ‘in the battles delivered, the 
numbers slain and beheaded are beyond 
The actual fact is that the 
persons put to death and carried away as 


’ prisouers were simply law-abiding people, 


in no wise coming under the category of 
evil-doers, nor were they even members of 
the assemblage which followed Yiian T’ing- 
kiao to hold a reckoning at the tax-ollice. 
All the facts above-stated are declared on 


' the testimony of witnesses by sight and 


' hearing. 


The acting Governor-General 
Wén having begun by screening the guilty 
party, it is to be feared that the Governor- 


~ General ‘Li, on arriving at his post, will be 


hoodwinked by him also; and for this 


| reason the present petition is presented. A 
‘ specimen of the stamped proclamation 


issued by Li Yeo-héng, which has been sent 
forward, is annexed, and the Court is 


‘ entreated to memorialise the Throne on 
" petitioners’ behalf, soliciting a renewed 


and searching enquiry.” 
On receipt of the foregoing, the Court of 


_ Censorate observes that, with reference to 
' the case in question, the acting Governor- 


General Wén Kéh has lately reported that 
no such acts as those of massacre, rape, 


and plunder with which Li Yeo-héng is 
' charged have been committed by him. 
| The present petitioners, however, advance 


their allegations on the testimony not only 


of letters received from their kinsfolk, but 
; also upon that of candidates who have 


come up to Peking fur the examinations. 
The evidence of these witnesses is diame- 


- trically opposed to the statements made 
- by Wén Kéh, It is further to be noted 
- thatin the stamped proclamation issued 
' by Li Yeo-héng, there occurs the state- 


ment that ‘in the Ts’ien-féng and other 
fortified villages prisoners without number 
have been captured and put to death.” 


This, farthermore, is in direct contradiction 
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to the statement in the Governor- 
General’s report that none of the inhabi- 
tants of the stockades had been captured 
or executed. The Court feels bound to 
bring the representation lodged with it to 
the notice of the sovereign, and to pray 
that a decision may be come to as to the 
measures which should be taken under the 
circumstances. (For rescript see Gazette of 
20th instant), 

Oct. 31st.—No documents of import- 
auce. 

Nov. 1st.—(1) A decree, in answer toa 
memorial from the high authorities of 
Yiinnan, who have denounced a batch of 
corrupt or incompetent local officials. The 
individuals referred to are degraded or 
dismissed the service, according to the 
recommendations submitted. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
Transport service, Wén Pin, memorialises 
reporting the passage of the last six divi- 
sions of the grain fleet of the present year 
across the Yellow River and their entrance 
into thenorthern section of the Grand Canal. 
The first half of the grain fleet, in six 
divisions, effected a passage some time ago, 
although with difficulty, owing to a sudden 
subsidence of the current in the Yellow 
River. By dint of great exertions, the 
vessels were hauled into the canal, and 
their arrival at Tientsin on the 20th 
September has been heard of. The remain- 
ing six divisions were kept waiting for a 
length of time at Pa-li Miao, for want of 
water to float them into the canal; and 
the Director-General himself was prevented 
from hurrying to the spot to superintend 
operations in person through the necessity 
of attending to the rebellious movement 
which had shew itself among the lawless 
offenders of the Haichow region, ‘The 
ringleaders of this movement have now 
been captured, and their followers dis- 
persed. Reports have been received from 
the local authorities, stating that every 
effort had been used to swell the volume 
of the Canal by leading water in from 
every available source, and that the 
cargoes had been lightened by the employ- 
ment of carts for short distances, so that 
by the 30th September the junks had all 
reached the Ten-lé station north of Tung- 
ch’ang Fu, where there is abundance of 
water in the Canal, and it was calculated 
that in another fortnight they would be 
at Lin-ts’ing. Owing, however, to the 
lowness of the water in the river Wei, 
grave apprehensions are entertained lest 
there should not be an adequate depth 
remaining, when once the sluices have 
been opened, to suffice for the whole of 
the squadron. Steps are being taken to 
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provide means of lighterage and tran- 
shipment by country boats, It is ob- 
served that, in general, te navigation 
of the Canal is comparatively easy, and 
the passage of the Yellow River the main 
source of difficulty ; but this year the 
usual conditions have been reversed. 

Nov. 2nd.—(1) A decree sanctioning the 
opening of four relief agencies for the 
distribution of food to the distressed popu- 
lation in the country around Peking, on 
the application of the Governor of Shun- 
tien Fu, in consequence of the prevail- 
ing dearth.—No other documents of 
importance. 

Nov. 3rd.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Governor-General of Shéng-king, and his 
culleague K’ing-yii, memorialise reporting 
the decision arrived at in the rehearing of 
an appeal case referred back from Peking 
in January, 1875. The complainant, Wang 
Tsi-yao, had alleged that individuals 
guilty of participation in an act of bur- 
glary, by which his father had lost his 
life, had been screened by the village head- 
boroughs, His accusation is found to be 
groundless, and he is sentenced to undergo 
the penalty of eighty blows, which, how- 
ever, is remitted under the Act of Grace 
of March, 1875. 

(2) Wén-che, Superintendent of the Im- 
perial Manufactory at Soochow, memori- 
alises with reference to the order he has 
received for the production of 35 seals of 
state, in white and green jadestone, to be 
manufactured according to pattern. Im- 
mediate steps had been taken for the pur- 
chase of material and the engagement of 
artificors ; but it has to be observed that, 
since the extinction of the rebellion jade- 
stone has been very scarce in Kiangsu, and 
the cost of labour much dearer than for- 
merly. Skilled workmen, moreover, are 
scarcely to be found. Whilst the order 
for green jade is comparatively easy to be 
filled, white stone is in almost all cases 
subject to defect or flaw, and in general 
is cut in squares not exceeding one cubic 
inch in size. In the order that has been 
received, although the number of seals, 
out of the whole thirty-five, which are 
to be cut respectively in white or green 
jade is not specified, there are, at the 
same time, ten scals of a larger size 
that the rest, such as that bearing the 


incription Tsun Ts’in (respect for 


kindred), the substance for which should 

be white. In consequence of the difficulty 

of procuring adequate material, it is now 

proposed to manufacture five of these 

seals in white and five in green, the re- 

maining twenty-five being all in white 
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stone. The Superintendent does not con- 
sider it advisable to give the work out to 
contract, in view of the difliculty of obtain- 
ing proper material, as he -apprehends that 
the price would be materially enhanced ; 
and he proposes, consequently, to purchase 
stone and engage artificers himself, accord: 
ing to the regulations heretofore in force. 


(3) Wén Che farther memorialises with | 


reference to the order heretofore received 
for materials for the binding of volumes 
of the Shih Luh, or ‘* Veritable Record” 


of the last reign (the Emperor ‘I’ung Che, . 


1862-1874.) ‘The orders received were as 
follows :—1,900 satin wrappers, with raised 
dragon pattern, and silk lining ; 80 silk- 
lined lute-string wrappers; 720 rolls of 
lute-string ; 4,000 chang (about 18,000 
yards) of silk braid ; 4,000 chased ivory 
slips for fastening. The work was forth- 
with put in hand; and the order being 
now completed, it is proposed to forward 


the packages by steamer to Tientsin . 


instead of by the land route through °: 
Shantung, where, it is understood, the | 


roads have been rendered difficult in places 
by floods. 


In a postscript memorial, Wén Che 
represents that, according to regulation, 
the cost of manufactures for Imperial use 
should be defrayed by supplies issued 
from the provincial treasury, a deduction 
of nine candareens per tael (9 per cent.) 
being reserved to meet the cost of trans- 
port, allowance to the Board of Revenue, 
etc., etc. This deduction goes under the 


name of shén yi FA percentage. The 
estimate which was formed at the outset, 
with rigid economy in view, for the 
cost of the order now executed, was 
Taels 75,000; but the work being of a 
nature requiring special attention and 
excellence of manufacture, and the deduc- 
tion of 9 per cent. for expenses having 
farther to be made from the sum allotted, 
it is found that an additional amount of 
Ts. 7,517.6.0.2 is required to cover the 
necessary outlay. Application for authority 
to issue this sum has already been made 
to the Board of Revenue by the Provincial 
Governor, but no response has as yet 
been received. It is now entreated that 
authority may be sent without delay, 
more particularly as orders have been re- 
ceived from Peking to send forward the 
materials prepared within the period of 
one month, as the compilation of the 
Veritable Record is complete, and it is to 
be laid before the Throne on an auspicious 
day during the autumn months.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 
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Nov. 4th.—(Court Circular.) Li Ho- 
nien, Director General of the Yellow 
River, had audience of leave on departure 
for his post, 

(1) A decree in answer to s memorial 
from Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, who has denounced an acting 
Magistrate for the receipt of illegal fees. 
Ting Jih-ch’ang having obtained the 


. removalof Yang Pao-wu, Magistrate of the 
. Kia-i district, for this offence, appointed 


the expectant Magistrate Ho Lwan to act 
as his successor ; but Ho Lwan, on taking 
office, is found to have accepted illegal fees 
on the stamping of deeds from the clerks 
in his office, and not only made no attempt 
to reduce their amount but actually 


' endeavoured to increase them. For con- 
- duct so disgraceful, Ho Lwan is ordered to 


be stripped of his rank, and he is to be 


_ denounced to the Throne in case evidence 


of the perpetration of extortion or the 
like abuses is brought against him. The 
request made by Ting Jih-ch’ang, for 
the infliction of a penalty upon himself, 


. for having mistakenly recommended the 


delinquent official, is graciously passed 
over. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of 
Szech’wan reports the result of an enquiry 
into an appeal case of long standing, the 
first report upon which had been rejected 
as unsatisfactory by the Board of Punish- 
ments, with the observations that the de- 
positions sent up from the province were 
questionably obscure, and that the judg- 


_ ment pronounced had slurred over the 


» merits of the case. 


The original dispute 


» related to the execution of a man named 


Liu P’ei-jén, in 1868, by order of the then 
acting Governor-General Ts’ung-shih, on 
a charge of instigating the people of 


: the T’ung-kiang district to resistance of 


authority, the fact being that the District 
Magistrate owed him a large sum of money 
previously borrowed on public account. 
The result of the present enquiry is to 
aftix the blame of technical irregularity in 


‘ procedure upon the District Magistrate 
- and another officer who acted as his de- 
. legate, and the penalty of perpetual exclu- 


sion from the public service is proposed in 
the case of the former. 


Nov. 5th.—(1) A decree, awarding a 


* tablet as a token of thanksgiving to the 


temple of the gods of the Yellow River, in 
gratitude for the preservation of the banks 
from injury during the freshets of last 


‘ gummer, as reported by the Governor, 


’ 


Ting Pao-chéug. Ten sticks of Tibetan 
incense are forwarded at the same time as 
thank offerings. 
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(2) A decree sanctioning the admittance 
to compete, next spring, at the higher 
literary examinations, of the following 
classes of Ki-jén graduates at the autumn 
examinations just concluded at Peking, 
viz :—Ist claes, 17; 2nd class, 30; 3rd 
class, 62. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang provinces memorialises submit- 
ting a list of the names of certain 
military officers who distinguished them- 
selves in the month of June last in 
effecting the capture of certain criminals, 
ringleaders of the ‘‘Turban brigands,” 
who had risen against lawful authority 
in the districts on the borders of Kiangsu 
and Auhwei. The capture of the prin- 
cipal leader, Kw’ang T’ung by name, 
and others of the band, the remainder 
having been dispersed, was reported in a 
memorial despatched to the Throne on the 
llth August last ; and on the 18th August 
a rescript was issued in reply, sanctioning 
the submission of the recommendations 
now sent forward.—Kescript, sanctioning 
the proposed distribution of honours. 


(4) The same high official memorialises 
reporting that on the 29th December, 1875, 
the cruisers of the Kiangsu marine had 
attacked a body of pirates off Léng-kia 
Ho (apparently a creek in the Yangtsze 
estuary), of whom they had captured 
twelve, beside killing nine in action. 
Honours and rewards are requested for the 
civil and military officers concerned. 


(5) The acting Governor-General of 
Szech’wan memorialises requesting the 
addition of a number of degrees to be 
competed for, at the civil and military 
examinations, by the scholars of various 
districts, in recognition of the sums 
contributed by these districts to the public 
exchequer in time of need. The regula- 
tions heretofore drawn up provide for the 
addition of ong civil and one military 
degree for each amount of Taels 10,000 
contributed in any one district, for one 
examination, the former rule of additions 
in perpetuity having been abrogated. 
The amounts which were raised in 1869, 
asa special contribution to the needs of 


the public service PBS, over and above 


the regular taxation, in 34 departments 
and districts of the province, form a total 
of Taels 413,301. It is proposed to take 
credit for Tls. 350,000 of this amount, 
giving 35 degrees tu be competed for. The 
balance left out of account it is proposed 
to reserve for addition to the total of sums 
hereafter to be similarly reported.—Re- 
acript : Let the Board concerned take note. 
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Ney. 6th. — Yii-she, Commissioner-in- 
chief in Kokonor, reports having per- 
formed the annual sacrifice to the God of 
the Seas, and held a durbar of the Mongo- 
lian Chiefs. He left his post, accompanied 
by the Taotai and Prefect of Si-ning, on 
the 12th September last, and, attended 
by an escort of cavalry and infantry, pro- 
ceeded to Ch’a-han-tc-lo-hai, where he 
entertained the Mongolian Princes and 
Nobles in the order of their rank, and 
distributed amongst them presents of silks 
and satins, peacock feathers, and buttons, 
swords and other articles. The Chiefs of 
the Tibetan tribes were also liberally sup- 
plied with gifts, in acknowledgment of 
which all bowed the head in the direction 
of thejThrone. 

' (2) Ts’ung-li, Lieutenant-General at 
Shan-hai Kwan, reports having sent to 
Peking, for the use of the Inner House- 
hold, a quantity of ginseng which a medi- 
cine merchant in Peking had attempted 
to smuggle. It is the rule that ginseng 
so seized should be sent to the Inner 
Household, and that the guilty parties 
should be punished for their offence. In 
the present instance, however, the crime 
was committed previously to the last Act 
of Grace, and the offender thus escapes 
being sent to the Board of Punishments 
to be further dealt with. 


Nov. 7th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Chihli begs that Ch’én Hwan-wén (BR 


a Ml), Magistrate of the district of 


Ts’ing-ho Tit ir BR), may be handed 


to the Board for punishment for allowing 
numerous cases of burglary to occur in his 
district during the early part of the year. 
Li Hung-chany, in anticipation of distur- 
bances caused by the drought, gave orders 
to his subordinates to take extra precau- 
tions, but the Magistrate of Ts’ing-ho 
Hien appears to have taken uo steps what- 
ever in obedience to these instructions.— 
A Rescript refers Ch’én Hwan- wén’s offence 
to the Board of Punishments. 


(2) Li Hung-chang forwards to His 
Majesty a posthumous memorial prepared 


by Shén Chao-yiin (KIC), formerly 


Financial Commissioner in Chekiang, when 
he felt that his end was approaching. 
The memorialist dwells on the devotion 
shewn by the deceased minister throughout 
the course of a long career, and especially 
recalls his important services in saving the 
city of K’ai-feng from falling into the 
hands of the rebels. It is not for the 
memorialist to suggest whether or no a 
posthumous title gears “4 conferred on 
O pe e 


the deceased, but a precedent for such a 
step is quoted. 

As a reason why some delay has occurred 
in transmitting the memorial, Li Hung- 
chang states that he was at Chefoo, 
engaged in the Yiinnan negotiations, at 
the time that the deceased’s relatives 
forwarded the document to him. 

(3) The same high official recommends 
for the vacant colonelcy at Peh-t’ang, an 
officer of the name of She Hung-tsu, who 
is put forward as specially fitted for the 
post. The forts at Peh-t’ang are of equal 
importance to those at Taku, and now that 
they are undergoing repairs, and that the 
garrison is being practised in foreign drill, 
no officer not thoroughly conversant with 
the duties required of him would be 
equal to the position.—Rescript: Referred 
to the Board of War. 

(4) The same states that Shen Pao- 


tsing Oy OR igs Taotai of the Kwang- 


Jao-Kiu-Nan Circuit in Kiangsi (Taotai at 
Kiukiang), has contributed Tis, 6,000 to 
relieve the distress caused by the drought 
in the North. It is his wish that the 
money be divided between the charitable 
institutions in Peking and Tientsin. 

Nov. 8th.—(1) The Censor Ying Chén, 
an Imperial clansman, memorialises urging 
the necessity of modification of the rules 
affecting the public employment and the 
allowances granted to the members of the 


Imperial kindred (es). Commencing 


with the apophthegms that ‘in the art of 
good government, a prime essential is 
proper care bestowed upon the foundations 
of the State,” and that *leyislation should 
move in harmony with the times,” he pro- 
ceeds to puint out that the number of civil 
and military posts accessible to Imperial 
clansmen are few in number, the majority 
of these, moreover, consisting in metropo- 
litan offices. In former times, the open- 
ings thus provided may have appeared 
abundantly liberal in proportion to the 
then limited class to which they applied ; 
but with the great and continually in- 
creasing augmentations in number to be 
taken into account, it is impossible for 
those who cherish a desire for advanee- 
ment to do otherwise, in view of the 
difficulty of obtaining employment, than 
retire into the background and long 
for better times. As regards the In- 
perial clansmen of the more distant de- 
grees, under the rule originally introduced, 
a state pensioner was only allowed to com- 
mence drawing his allowance of two taels 
(per mensem) at the age of ten, and it was 
not until the age of twenty that the rate 
' was inoreaged\to;three taels. The limit of 


' 


, 
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years at which the pension of two taels 
begins was subsequently advanced to the 
age of fifteen. The scale of allowances 
fixed at the outset was sufficient to meet 
the wants of the recipients at a time when 
their numbers were still few and when the 
revenues of the different princely families 
sufficed for the support of all their respec- 
tive scions; but, at the present time, 
there are several thousands of individuals 
belonging the class of ‘‘ red-letter” clans- 
men (i.¢., those who, being within certain 
near limits of consanguinity, have their 
names inscribed in red ink in the roll 
of the Imperial family), and the total 
allowance provided for issue at the rates 
of two and three taels respectively 
suffices for no more than a general dis- 
tribution of little more than one tael to 
each person. This allowance, inadequate 
as it is to the needs of the individual 
himself, is obviously insufficient to enable 
him to support his parents or his own 
offspring. As everyone has claims of 
this nature upon him, and is left without 
means of satisfying them, the consequence 
is that members of the Imperial kindred 
are seen to be involved, time after time, 
in judicial prosecutions. The more distant 
connections of the reigning house, who 
come under the category of Gioro (i.e., 
collateral descendants of the original 
founder of the dynasty), and who alao 
number several thousands in the ‘‘red- 
letter” class, are, on the contrary, seldom 
complained against for breaches of the 
law. The reason of this is that employ- 
ment in the public service is as freely open 
to them as to any of the Manchu nationa- 
lity. Lt is prayed, in conclusion, that the 
existing regulations be revised, with a view 
to correcting the hardships now ex posed. — 
Resoript, referring the subject for deli- 
beration, already published. : 

(2) The Governor of Shantung memori- 
alises referring to his previous report on 
the progress made by the second half 
of the grain fleet bound northwards 
along the Grand Canal. The vessels 
reached the entrance to the northernmost 
section of the Canal at Lin-t’sing at a 
later: period than usual, and owing to the 
drought of the season, the depth of water 
in the river Wei was falling off daily. 
Orders were consequently given for the 
trans-shipment of the cargoes into junks 
from the Wei, thus allowing the southern 
vessels to effect their return unloaded. 
Report has now been received to the effect 
that the 105 vessels forming the second 
half (six divisions) of the year’s transport 
service effected the passage from the pro- 
vince of Shautung into eee? sre on the 
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16th and 17th October ; and the Governor 
has reason to hope that they will reach, 
without further delay, the Celestial store- 
honses. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports the 
despatch to Peking of 800 rolls of K’ai- 
féng silk ond 100 rolls of Nan-yang satin, 
which were ordered to be furnished by the - 
provincial government to the Board of 
ee in a despatch receiyed in March 
ast. 

Nov. 9th,—(1) Ting Pao-chéng Governor 
of Shantung, memorialises reporting the 
execution of a junatic for the crime of 
parricide. The criminal, Li Tsiin-t’ing, 
was the son of Li Nyan-ts’ing, a dyer by 
trade, residiug in the Tsow district ; and, 
as his mental alienation was intermittent, 
after its first outbreak in 1874, and as 
moreover he was quite harmless, his 
father prevailed upon the local head- 
borough and his neighbours to refrain 
from making the report (prescribed by law) 
to the district authority. On the night of 
the 23rd January last, Li Tsiin-t'ing being 
seized with a return of his mania, he rose 
from his bed, seized a chopper, and after 
flourishing it wildly about, approached his 
father’s sleeping place and hacked him to 
death. He was eventually secured by his 
brother with the assistance of the ¢tipao 
and neighbours; aud after having been 
removed to the provincial capital for 
trial before the superior authorities, 
where all the facts have been fully 
established, it being ascertained, in 
addition, that his lunacy was not feigned 
and that the act of which he is found 
guilty was not committed as a consequence 
of any antecedent quarrel or with the aid 
of accomplices, he was sentenced, as the 
law directs, to suffer death by the linger- 
ing (ling-ch’e) process. The scene of the 
murder being upwards of 300 li distant 
from the place of final trial, execution has 
been carried into effect, in conformity 
with the provisions of the law, at the pro- 
vincial capital. The head of the parricide 
has been forwarded to his native place for 
exposure ; and the tipao and nearest neigh- 
bour, who neglected the duty imposed 
upon them by law, of making report of 
the lunatic’s condition to the district 
Magistrate, are sentenced to undergo the 
penalty of 100 blows, with privilege of 
commutation, 

(2) The Governor of Ohéh-kiang memo- 
rialises reporting that he has resumed the 
discharge of his duty before the expiration 
of the two months’ sick leave granted to 
him by decree in August last. For the last 
four months he had been under continual 
medical treatment, but, mindful of the 
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‘gratitude which is due for the Imperial 
bounty with which he has been so largely 
favoured, he has not failed to occupy him- 
self, for a certain period each morning, 
with the more important class of public 
questions presenting themselves, leaving 
ordinary matters of routine to be attended 
to by the Financial Commissioner. Toward 
the middle of September, however, rumours 
began to be largely circulated to the 
effect that necromancers had made their 
way into Chéhkiang from Kiangsu, were 
employing ‘‘ paper men ” to cut off queues 
and strip fowls of their feathers, and also 
to perform the part of incubi. Within a 
space of some ten days, the prefectures 
of Hu-chow, Kia-hing, and Hang-chow 
became alive with lying rumours, and the 
villagers betook themselves to beating 
gongs and drums, each night becoming 
witness to the outbreak of a number of 
alarms. Suspicion was also cast upon the 
missionary establishments of foreigners, 
against which mischief was in contempla- 
tion. The Governor issued proclamations 
and required his subordinates to impose 
stringent restrictions upon any movement 


of the kind, as a result of which action, 


causes of disturbance have been obviated. 
In order more fully to discharge his duty, 
he has returned to the full exercise of 
his functions before the expiration of his 
period of congé. 

Nov. 10th.—(1) A Decree. Liu K’wén-yih 
memorialises requesting that a Brigadier- 
General be commanded to proceed with 
expedition to his post. Let Ts’ung-shih 
(Governor-General of Shéng-king), direct 
Chang Téh-luh, Brigadier-General of Kao- 
chow, in Kwangtung, to proceed without 
delay to his post, in order to the due dis- 
charge of the duties of his rank and office. 

(2) A decree commanding the late Prefect 
of Kwei-lin Fu, in Kwangsi, Luh Fu-lin, 
to be ordered to Kwangtung, on the appli- 
cation of the Governor-General Liu Kw’én- 
yih, for service in that province. 

(3) Ku-ni-yin-pu, Military Governor of 
Kirin, memorialises reporting the capture, 
trial, and sentence of certain criminals 
guilty of an act of robbery and wholesale 
murder committed in January last. 

Nov. 11th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the Censor Wu Hung- 
én, who had represented that when 
the district city of T’ung-liang in Sze- 
ch’wan was besieged in 1861 by the 
rebels, the siege was three times raised, 
and that, during the time of the beleaguer- 
ment, the city walls were seen to be 
thronged by a display of banners and 
military insignia—a visible manifestation 
of supernatural le He oe that an 
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Imperial tablet be conferred upon the 
temple of the God of War at the place in 
question. The Governor-General of Sze- 
ch’wan is ordered to make enquiry and 
report upon this case. 

No other documents of importance. 


Nov. 12th.—(1) The Governor and 
Deputy-Governor of Shun-t’?ien Fu memo- 
rialise in obedience to the decree of Oct. 
22nd, in which they were commanded to 
report upon the measures needful toward 
relieving the distress prevalent among the 
population of the region surrounding 
Peking, in consequence of the drought and 
deficient harvests. They propose the 
establishment of four additional relief 
agencies in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, at which in conformity with the 
precedent of 1871, two piculs of millet 
should be distributed daily in boiled 
rations.—Sanctioned by rescript, already 
published. 

(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Shéng-king, Ts’ung-shih, memorialises re- 
porting the completion of new cavalry 
barracks at Hinug-king. The cost of con- 
struction, independently of theold materials 
employed, has been Tls. 7,710. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial the 
same functionary reports upon the arms 
and munitions supplied for the use of the 
additional force of 460 Bannermen who 
have been detailed to augment the fixed 
garrison of Hing-king. There have been 
issued for this purpose 48 gingals and 


300 matchlocks BRI KM: The 


supply of ammunition annually required 
will be 2,218 catties of ordinary gun- 
powder, and catties 145.0.5 of priming 
powder, catties 3,363.1.2 of leaden bullets, 
and 2,262 chang of slowmatch. 


(4) Ts’ung-shih farther memorialises 
respecting the tax-stations which it ia 
proposed to establish at four frontier yates 
on the high roads leading from the province 
of Shéng-king into the adjoining province 
of Kirin aud the country known as 
“beyond the border” (i.e., the region 
adjacent to the north of Corea.) ‘The 
merchandise brought from the parts 
referred to, consisting in tobacco, hemp, 
grain or pulse, blue dye-stuff, and soda, is 
imported by cart during the winter, when 
the roads are in good order, when also 
merchandise of different kinds, soft coal, 
etc., is sent northwards out of the province. 
The taxes levied at the four great barriers 
on the northern roads have hitherto been 
irregular in their incidence. It is now 
intended to place each station under 4 
proper official, and effect the levy of the 
tax on a uniform, footing. 
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Noy. 13th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Yiiunan and Kweichow proposes a reor- 
ganization of the army in Yiinnan, which, 
as at present constituted, is insufficient 
for the requirements of the province. 
While the rebellion continued, the army 
was composed solely of irregulars; and 
when peace was restored so many difficul- 
ties presented themselves in the way of 
disbanding these irregulars, that it was 
found expedient to draft some of them 
into the regular force. It was then dis- 
covered, however, that there were too many 
regulars for the pay available, so that 
part of the latter had again to be drafted 
back into the irregular corps. In the 
confusion of the times, it so happened 
that most of the men enlisted as regulars 
had never been irregulars, and a great 
part of those supposed to have been re- 
employed as irregulars had never been 
regulars, and that with the exception of 
the few battalions sent to the capital, the 
best portion of these local levies existed 
in name only. What was intended to be 
an economical move proved to be a use- 
less waste. ‘The Board charged with the 
reorganization of the province after the 
rebellion now makes the following pro- 
position. At present, the full amount 
of pay is issued for that portion of 
the regular army which has been trans- 
formed into irregulars for service on the 
frontier and in the capital, but for the 
rest, the estimates have been reduced by 
seven-tenths, and the yearly expenditure 
at this moment stands thus :— 
Three-tenths of pay of 


FEQUIATS ...ccccccserceeeee Tls. 110,940. 2.6.0 
; Regulars transformed 
' into irregulars ......... 155,220.0 0.0 
Officers’ pay ............00. 60,336.0.0.0 
Anti-extortion —_allow- 
ances, fodder, office 
expenses, KC. ee... 140,598.3.5.6 


Tis. 464,094.6.1.6 
The number of regulars, after deducting 


| those that have been enrulled as irreyulars, 


having been reduced by seventy per cent., 


» the number remaining is quite inadequate 


to the needs of the province. It is now 


' suggested that the regular force shall be 


: raised to fifty per cent. of the standard 


footing, and that pay for that amount of 


: men shall be duly issued, This will ne- 


cessitate an increased expense of Tis. 


: 153,142 6.7 4 over and above the thirty 
. per cent, of the standard pay now sup- 


plied ; or, with the pay and anti-extortion 
allowance of officers, and the thirty 
per cent. of the pay of garrison troops now 


issued, a total of Tis. ESSE 


troops. For purposes of garrison and 
defence this force will be ample, but 
the rebellion has not been suppressed 
sufficiently long to admit of any 
reduction in the irregulars, and a 
force of twelve battalions of the latter 
must still be kept up at an annual 
cost of some hundred thousand taels. 
The Governor-General, after anxious deli- 
beration with the Governor, who has beeu 
acting for some time as Governor-General, 
supports the suggestion of the Buard as 
the most economical and effectual plan. 
If it be found that these estimates are more 
than sufficient they will be reduced, and 
when quiet is restored on the frontier the 
forces stationed there can be disbanded as 
far as is possible, 

(2) The same official sends up an appli- 
cation on behalf of several military officers 
who request that they may be exempted from 
cavalry or archery practice, the wounds 
which they received during the rebellion 
having incapacitated them for that exercise, 
—Granted by Rescript. 

November 14th.—(1) Shén Pao-chéng, 
Governor-General of the Liang Kiang, 
requests that the rice commutation amount 
received from Ts’ing-ho Hien and six other 
districts may be appropriated to the pay- 
ment of the 300 Manchu soldiers recently 
sent down from King Chow in Hupeh, 
to reinforce the Nanking garrison, A 
Rescript directs the Board of Revenue to 
report on the subject. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu has re- 
ceived a petition from Luh Nai-p’u, for- 
merly an expectant Taotai in Anhwei, to 
the effect that his father, a man devoted 
to works of benevolence, had been cut off 
before he could accomplish what he had 
in contemplation. In obedience to his 
father’s dying commands, the petitioner 
had built a dead-house in the district of 
Yuan-ho at a cost of T'ls. 5,790; he had 
further purchased 1,003 mow of land for 
Tis. 5,542 ; and erected twenty-six huts at 
an expense of Tls. 957. The revenue of 
the whole, after deducting taxes and 
sacrificial expenses, was to be devoted to 
the relief of poor relations, and the peti- 
tioner begged that a memorial might be 
submitted to the Throne in order that the 
facts of the case might be known for ever 
hereafter. 

(3) Jui-lien, the Manchu General at 
Jéh-ho, reports his return from his tour 
of inspection of the Imperial hunting 
grounds, The parks have been much 
encroached upon by squatters, whole vil- 
lages having sprung up in places. Hills 
which were once covered with trees, and 
well stocked with large game, have been 
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stript of timber, and even in places where 
cover is still to be found, the memorialist, 
in the course of several days’ journey, 
failed to see a single wild animal. What 
he has now observed convinces him that 
his predecessors did not personally inspect 
the hunting grounds, but trusted to the 
reports of their subordinates. The mis- 
chief is now past repairing, for to eject 
people who have been on the land for 
some ten years would be an act not oom- 
patible with the Imperial benevolence, 
What can now be done is to cunsult 
the interests both of the State and of 
the people, and the memorialist will 
shortly propose certain regulations having 
that object in view. 

Nov. 15th.—The Literary Chancellor of 
Shensi and Kansuh recommends for a 
reward two expectant officials, who have 
each contributed over one thousand taels 
towards the funds of two colleges, whose 
revenue, derived from money laid out at 
interest in pawn-shops, had been greatly 
reduced since the ravages of the rebels. 

Nov. 16th.—(1) The Astronomical 
Board submits the Imperial Calendar for 
the coming year. 

(2) A Decree. The Censor Téng K’ing- 
lin has presented a memorial praying that 
in the interests of justice a clear exposition 
of the law may be given. Let the Board 
of Punishments consider and report. 

(3) Yii-luh, Governor of Anhwei, reports 
on the working of the Custom houses 
lately re-established at Wu-hu and Féng- 
hwang. There are two reasons, the super- 
intendents of the Custom houses inform 
him, why the receipts eannot be expected 
to come up to those of former days. In 
the first place, trade has never recovered 
since the rebellion ; and next, the revenue 
is collected in a different manner, The 
steamers now running up and down the 
Yangtsze engross the greater portion of 
the merchandise traffic; whilst for places 
in the Yangtsze or Hwai waters, to which 
steamers do not ply, passes are issued by 
the offices of Maritime Customs, which 
exempt goods from the payment of duty. 
The limited receipts of the Wu-hu and 
Feng-hwang Oustom houses are due to 
the encroachment of the Maritime Customs, 
and while it may be true that what is a loss 
to the Inland is so much gain to the Foreign 
(i.e. maritime) Custom house, still, Wu- 
hu and Féng-hwang considered by them- 
selves, the revenue of former days cannot 
be looked for. The Custom houses at 
these two places have now been at work 
for over two months, and during that 
period Tls. 20,000 have been collected at 
Wu-hu, and Tis, 3,000 at Féng-hwang, 
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but there is reason to hope that with 
proper management the revenue may im- 
prove. The Governor endorses the obser- 
vations of the superintendents, and puints 
out that when the standard amount to be 
collected at these two places was fixed, 
foreign trade did not exist. Now, steamers 
go up and down the Yangtaze, and foreign 
passes penetrate to all parts of the Yangtsze 
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and the region of the Hwai, depriving the | 


Custom houses of 50 or 60 per cent. of 
their duties. The Governor concludes by 
requesting that the Custom houses may 
continue as a tentative measure ; and if 
trade revives, he will further memorialise 
recommending that the former regulations 
may again be put in force, tu the end that 
the established system may be adhered to. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, applies for permission to retire on 
account of ill-health. When appointed to 
his present post he begged leave to resign, 
because he thought the duties too onerous 
for the state of his health, but his resigna- 
tion was refused. Since his arrival iu 
Fuhkien, he has attempted to show his 
gratitude for Imperial favours by sacri- 
ficing himself eutirely to the State and the 
people. 
and night during the floods seriously 


The exposure to the weather day _ 


affected his constitution, and his malady | 
was aggravated by his untiring exertions © 


in connection with the examinations. 


He | 


would well like to continue staggering © 
P 


under his work, but affairs on the seaboard 
are of such importance that avy short- 
coming on his part might prove a serious 
matter to the State. The Rescript grants 
him one month’s congé for the care of his 
health. 

(5) A memorial from the same official 
deplores thé corrupt state of the adminis- 
tration in Formosa, 
Fuhkien he sent injunctions that all illegal 
fees should cease to be exacted, and in 
order that the peopie at large might kuow 
the fact, he caused proclamations in stone 
to be put up throughout the country. It 
has been his duty to denounce many offi- 
cials for extortion, amongst others the 


Magistrates of the Chang-hwa and Kia-yi - 


districts. When the late Magistrate of 
Kia-yi was dismissed, the memorialist ap- 
pointed Ho-liian, an officer of whom he 
had previously very favorably reported. 
The functionary in question was cau- 
tioned not to follow in the evil ways of 
his predecessors, and the Taotai of T’aiwao 
was directed to keep a watch on him, and 
to report immediately should he be found 
wanting. The Taotai has now denounced 
him as even more extortionate than the 


On his arrival in . 


re 


\ 


4 


* materials for 
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previous incumbents. The official fees 
claimed of his underlings by the Magistrate 
of Kia-yi have usually amounted to four 
or five thousand dollars, whereas this man 
exacted over ten thousand ; and this sum, 
when it comes to be wrung out of the peo- 
ple, is doubled more than twice over. 
The dismissal of this official, as recommen- 
ded by the ‘Taotai of T’aiwan, is not suffi- 
cient punishment. It is requested that he 
be stript of his rank, and that the recom- 
mendation for promotion already preferred 
in consideration of earlier services may be 
cancelled. Should it appear on inquiry 
that there are other charges against him, 
he is to be further punished with addi- 
tional severity. 

Nov. 17th.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung recommends for favorable considera- 


: tion Li Yiian-hwa, the Financial Commis- 


sioner, who in the face of bad harvests so 
well laid his plans that money and 
the embankments of the 
Yellow River were never wanting. As 
the success of the efforts to restrain the 
floods depends on ready supplies, the im- 


“ portance of the Commissioner’s services 


ought to be considered. 

(2) The same high official, at the instance 
of the inspectors of the river banks, and 
of the neighbouring gentry, requests that 
honours be conferred on Lih Ta-Wang 
(the Great Prince Lih) for his marked 


' interposition on two different occasions 


* when the safety of those engaged in repair- 


ing the banks of the Yellow River at 
Kia-Chwang was most seriously jeopar- 
dised. On the last occasion, when the 


* situation of the workmen was all but 


hopeless, the officials directing them knelt 
and prayed, and Lih Ta Wang almost im- 


~ mediately quieted the waters, and made 


the situation secure.—Rescript : Let the 


' Board of Ceremonies consider aid report. 
* (N.B.—Lih Ta-Wang is the deified spirit 


’ broken down in health, 


Director General of the 
(See Gazette of December 


of a former 
Yellow River. 
7th, 1874.) 
Nov. 18th.—(1) A Decree. The acting 
Governor-General of Min-Chéh reports 
that Brigadier-General Hwang Lien is 
We command 


_ that he go into retirement with his present 


- rank, and that Pei Kin-ts’iien Agar 
* fill the post of Brigadier-General of Hai- 


tan (fg FE) in his stead, 
(2) Féug-shén, Military Governor of 


, the Amur province, who had earlier pro- 
; posed that the gunpowder required for his 


; troops should be manufactured on the 


; spot, now sends back an em erate aie 


of the cost of manufacture, his previous 
estimate having been’ rejected as too 
high. The items as they now stand are:— 
36,811 catties of guupowder, and 344 cat- 
ties of priming powder, costing 28,261 
strings of cash; 6,341 catties of hemp, 
100 feet of cloth, and 186 baskets, costing 
2,377 strinus of cash; making a total of 
30,638 strings, which at the exchange of 
two strings and a-half per tael is equal to 
Tis, 12,265. The price may seem to be 
dearer than at Kirin or Moukden, but if 
allowance be made for the freight of salt- 
petre and sulphur, and the higher rate 
of wages ruling on the border, these rates 
are not higher than they should be. In 
view of the urgent need of ammunition 
the memorialist requests that the Board 
of War be directed to lose no time in 
reporting upon these estimates. 

(3) The Governor of Kwei-chow reports 
that two military officials have surrendered 
their claim to pay due to them to the 
extent of Tls. 1,842; and in accordance 
with the regulation to that effect request 
that the money may be applied to pur- 
chase a literary degree and a clerkship in 
one of the Yiinnan prefectures for a certain 
person named. 

Nov. 19th.—{1) In obedience to a Decree 
calling for particulars of the action taken 
in Fuhkien to alleviate the distress caused, 
first by the floods, and subsequently by 
firea and a typhoon, the acting Governor- 
General and Governor report that, as 
regards the floods, officers were sent to all 
the afflicted districts to distribute grain, 
and in every way assist the pour people in 
setting themselves up again. Mention is 
made of a land slip which occurred at 
Hwa-féng-ts’un, in the district of Ku-t’ien, 
when forty-three persons were engulfed in 
the mountain, whose bodies it was found 
impossible to recover. The crops promise 
well in nearly all the districts, the price of 
grain has fallen, and everything is quiet. 
In Foochow itself, sixteen relief stations 
were opened, at each of which from several 
hundred to over a thousand persons were 
fed every day. In addition to this, grain 
was distributed to the poor people, an 
adult receiving fifteen shéng, and a 
child seven and a-half. In this way, 
4,043 persons in the Min district, and 
9,419 in the Hou-kwan district, received 
rations of rice. Cotton clothes were 
issued to both sexes, and for every house 
that had fallen in, from two mace and a 
half to five mace was handed to the poor 
tenant to enable him to make repairs. ‘l'o 
those who had taken up their abode on 
the city walls, and had no home to return 
to, the sum of four dollare..was given for 
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house rent. The friendless dead were 
buried at government expense, and the 
sum of ten dollars was given to each of 
sixty-four families who had dead to bury, 
not to mention what the memorialists gave 
privately when visiting each house. After 
being washed out by the floods, the com- 
mon people had still their manual labour 
to fall back upon, but with the destitute 
literati, the case was different ; the officers 
of instruction were consequently directed 
to make private inquiries, and as a result, 
a tan of rice, two pieces of cloth, and one 
dollar was given to each of one hundred 
and nine graduates of the third degree, 
and four tan of rice, four pieces of 
cloth, and ten dollars to each of twenty- 
five graduates of the second degree. 
As much sickness was to be expected in 
consequence of the floods, dispensaries 
were opened both inside the city and out, 
where advice, prescriptions, and medicines 
were given gratuitously, At first several 
hundred patients were treated per diem, 
but by degrees the sickness subsided, and 
the number of cases is daily becoming 
smaller.—As regards the fires, from the 
nature of the construction of the houses 
conflagrations must be looked for several 
times a year. In the summer a fire broke 
out at Nan-t’ai, when some four hun- 
dred houses were destroyed, and again, 
in August, a fire in the city consumed six 
houses. It is not usual to give relief in 
cases of fires, but as the times were 
more than usually hard, the memorialist 
directed that the sufferers should be 
put on the same footing as the suf- 
ferers by the inundations. Persons of 
means were further, urged to assist 
the burnt out inhabitants with loans, 
and all the houses have already been 
rebuilt. —The third portion of the memo- 
rial describes the effects of the typhoon of 
the 31st July last. The arsenal authorities 
sent out steamers, large and small, to search 
the coast, and owing to their efforts there 
was no loss of life or property. In the 
inner waters, however, much damage was 
caused to rafts and tea boats, and the 
second crop suffered seriously. Agents 
were sent to Amoy and ‘Taiwan to buy 
rice, which was sold at reduced rates to 
all classes except the gentry, merchants, 
soldiers and official servants. Great damaye 
was caused to bridges, post stations, and 
public buildings throughout the province, 
and a large outlay will be required to 
make the necessary repairs. Un this 
account, and because it may be necessary 
to expend vast sums in relief should the 
crops turn out badly, it is requested that 
for a time the contributions made by 
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Fuh-kien to other provinces may cease, and 
when the present hard times shall have 
been tided over, arrears will be made 
good.—Rescript: Let the Board of Re- 
venue consider and report. 

(2) A supplementary memorial from the 
same official gives a list of further cou- 
tributions to the fund for the relief of the 
sufferers by the floods in Fuhkien. The 
memorialist himself has subscribed $2,000, 
and the Governor Ting Jih-ch’ang, $1,000 ; 
while other officials of the province have 
contributed both money and rice, but the 
memorialist will not venture to ask for 
rewards in the above cases. Amongst 
other officials who have sent contributions 
are Li Chao-t’ang, the Customs Taotai at 
Tientsin, who has sent Tis. 2,000 ; Kung 
Yih-t’u, Taotai of the Téng-Lai-T's’ing 
Circuit (Chefoo), Tis. 1,000; Fang-yao, 
Brigadier-General at Ch’ao-chow Fu in 
Kwangtung, Tis. 2,100; Féng Tsiin- 
kwang, Taotai of the Su-Sung-T’ai Circuit 
(Shanghai), rice, cloth, cotton clothes and 
medicine, to the value Tls. 5,000; Yeh 
Wén-lan, Taotai in Kwangtung, ‘I'ls. 2,000 
from himaelf, and $8,000 collected by him ; 
Yeh T’ing-ch’un, expectant Taotai in 
Kwangtung, $500 from himself, and $4,000 
collected by him. The above officials, 
whose broader sympathies were not to be 
confined by political boundaries, are 
deserving of encouragement, and will be 
recommended at a future day for rewards. 
As reyards other officials and notables 
in the province who have made contribu- 
tions, it is requested that, in accordance 
with the precedent set at Tientsin during 
the floods of 1871, they may be rewarded 
with merely honorary rank. In conclusion, 
the memorialist would correct an error in @ 
previous report. It was 3,000 taels of silver, 
treasury weight and purity, not 3,000 taels 
of foreign silver, that Shen Pao-chén, Go- 
vernor-General of the Liang Kiang, sub- 
scribed. 

(3) The same high official reports that 
the embankment built by the people of the 
Min and Hou-kwan districts to protect 
their low lying lands from the mountain 
torrents have suffered by the late floods, 
and that their fields are covered with a 
sandy deposit. The same thing will hap- 
pen next year unless the embankments 
be repaired, and it appears the better 
plan to put the banks in order once 
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for all, instead of spending money in | 


alleviating the distress which 
result from the neglect of this work. In 
the district of Min the damage has been 
comparatively trifling, and the Prefect of 


would § 


Foochow has been directed to see to the =: 


repairs at once, 


In the Hou-kwan district {. 
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; the banks have have burst in sixteen places, 


and the expense will be ‘considerable, 
Strictly speaking, the expense should be 
borne by the people, but the country is in 
auch distress since the floods, that the 


. inhabitants are unequal to the task. The 


Prefect has been instructed to effect the 
necessary repairs, levying the regulation 


’ contributions from such proprietors pro- 


tected by the embankment as are in a 
position to pay, and making good the 


_ deficit out of the public funds, 


Nov. 20th.—(1) A Decree authorising 


. the payment of Tls. 3,600 out of the in- 


terest fund of the Household Treasury for 


' the purchase of wadded clothes for the 


- yang, near Hankow. 


poor of Peking. 

(2) The acting-Governor of Hu-Kwang 
reports the result of an inquiry into a 
case in which an appeal had been lodged 
at Peking last year by a nun named 
Chang Show-i. The latter’s story appears 
to have been a gross misrepresentation, 
for on inquiry the Governor-General as- 
certained the facts of the case to be as 
follows :—The nun Chang Show-i was an 
inmate of the Yuan Sheng convent in Han- 
Yang Kwang-yuan 
was the superioress. ‘The latter had made 
a good deal of money by practising the 
healing art, and had acquired considerable 
land and house property. In former days 
she had adopted a little foundling, a girl 


. whom she named Fa-sheng, and subse- 


— quently had taken on a neophyte, a girl 


called Liu Show-che, An old acquaintance 
of the superioress, one Chang Yu-sin, with 


_ his brother Chang Lao-pa, were in the 
habit of going to the nunuery to make up 


accounts, and in this way they often saw 
Fa-sheng and LiuShow-che, though nothing 
improper ever passed between them. In 
the beginning of 1873, Fa-sheng having 
grown up to woman’s estate, and being 


unwilling to take the vows, she was mar- 


ried to a man in Wu-ch’ang, a marriage 
certificate being duly drawn up. In the 
summer of the same year Liu Show-che, 
while mending a leak in an upper room, 
missed her footing and broke her leg. At 
her own wish she was taken to the foreign 
hospital by Chang Yu-sin, but the injury 
was 80 grave that she died there. Pressed 
by the foreigner to take away and bury 
the body, Chang Yu-sin informed the 
superioress, and collected 4,500 cash 
from the neighbouring shopkeepers, with 
which he bought a coffin and buried 
the deceased. Chang: Show-i’s_suspicions 
were aroused, because when she went to 
Jook for the body she failed to find it, and 
in consequence of the accusations she 


dodged at the Lan-yang Magistracy an 
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inquiry was held, and it was decreed that 
Chang Yu-sin should state where the body 
had been buried, and that the grave should 
for the future be in the keeping of the 
superioress. Chang Yu-sin was also 
directed to cease going to the nunnesy. 
In the following September, Yang Kwang- 
yuan was called away one evening to give 
her professional services, and as she was 
returning home by moonlight, she made 
a false step, and fell ina ditch. She was 
lifted out by a man who happened to be 
passing, but all attempts to restore life 
were in vain. Chang Show-i at once sent 
word of the event to the deceased’s mother, 
the woman Li Ch’en, and her brother, 
Yang Yi-koo. It was Chang Show-i’s wish 
that the body should be disposed of by 
cremation, but to this the mother objected, 
and demanded that the money and clothes 
which the superioress had accumulated 
during life should be given up to defray 
the funeral expenses. Chang Show-i 
merely produced a box of clothes and some 
vestments, The mother finding that the 
clothes were all worn out and that there 
was no money, borrowed some from her 
friends, and was about to mortgage the 
temple and other property as security, 
when Chang Chow-i interposed. The 
mother, however, claiming that all this was 
the private property of the deceased 
superioress, was determined that if she 
could not raise money by mortgage, she 
would not at any rate leave the property 
in the possession of Chang Show-i, and 
accordingly she petitioned the Han-yang 
Magistrate that the land and buildings 
might be handed over to some charitable 
institution. Herenpon Chang Show-i sought 
the assistance of Chang Yu-sin, and on his 
declining to have anything to do with the 
matter, the woman laid a false accusation 
against Chang Show-i and others, charging 
them with having drowned Yang Kwang- 
yuan, and, in concert with her mother, 
ransacked her boxes and clothes. The 
Magistrate heard the case, and his judg- 
ment was that the property shauid all be 
given up toacharitable institution, and that 
Chang Show-i should return to her own 
home. She still declined to be satisfied, 
however, and successively appealed to the 
Prefect and Judicial Commissioner, and 
finally made up her mind to go to the 
capital. To ensure her case being attended 
to, by making it appear more serious, she 
added to her trumped-up charges, and 
acoused Chang Yu-sin and Chang Lao-pa 
of frequently having had illicit intercourse 
with Fa-sheng, and of having inveigled 
Liu Show-che, whose prying they found 
inconvenient, into going to the foreign 
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hospital, where they compassed her death ; 
and this done, with having kidnapped Fa- 
sheng away. She further stated that they 
had split open a wooden image for the 
sake of its precious contents, and finally 
charged the local authorities with in- 
difference, and their underlings with cor- 
ruption. The punishment prescribed by law 
for a person falsely charging another with 
a capital offence, is, where the crime is 
detected in time to save the life of the 
falsely accused, one hundred blows and 
banishment to 3,000 li. In the present 
instanoe, however, the nun Chang Show-i 
preferred false accusations merely for the 
sake of securing attention to her plaint ; 
and in the course of the inquiry, moreover, 
she made a full confession of the truth. 
Under the circumstances therefore she may 
be allowed to purchase her liberty by pay- 
ment of a fine, as the law directs. (For 
previous appeal on the above subject, see 
Gazette of 17th Sept., 1875.) 

(3) ‘The same high official calls attention 
to the case of a man named Sun Wei, 
whose father was killed by the rebels in 
Chéhkiang in the year 1861. According to, 
the regulation in force, his son applied for 
permission to purchase a degree for a cousin 
with the sum—in this case Tis. 100— 
to which the family of the deceased were 
entitled as indemnity money. The request 
was granted in 1865, and, over and above 
the indemnity money, the petitioner 
deposited Tis. 14 for difference of weight, 
and Tls. 2.2.2 for Board fees, but up to 
the present time the degree has not been 
conferred. As the person interested | is 
preparing to take part in the next examina- 

‘ tions, it is desirable that he should no 
longer be kept waiting, and the Governor- 
General requests that the certificate may 
by sent to Wu-ch’ang by express, in order 
that it may be placed in the hands of the 
proper person. The Tis. 14 have been 
placed to the credit of the Government to 
be accounted for next quarter, and the 
Tls, 2.2.2 Board fees will be sent up to 
Peking as soon as the opportunity of some 
official going up presents itself. ‘ 

(4) A Memorial from the same states 
that he has placed K’ii T’ing-shao tem- 
porarily in charge of the prefecture of 
I-ch’ang in the absence of the Prefect 
Wang Hi-chén, who has been ordered to 
Peking for presentation at Court. 

Nov. 2lst.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

Nov. 22nd.—(1) A Decree. At the 
instance of Féng-shén, Military Governor 
of the Amur province, it is commanded 
that a tablet be placed in the Lung-hwang 
temple at Saghali oul the capital of 
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the province, as a votive offering to the 
presiding deity, who on numerous occa- 
sions of late years has granted the prayers 
offered up when the country was visited 
by floods or drought. 

(2) Ting Pao-chéng (recently transferred 
from Shantung to the Governor-General- 
ship of Szechw’an) is granted permission to 
pay his respects at Court, and the Financial 
Commissioner Li Yiian-hwa is directed to 
assume provisional charge of the office of 
Governor of Shantung. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang requests that Chang Téh-luh, 
Brigadier-General of Kao-chow Fu, be 
directed to take up his post. He was 
appointed in 1871, but aa his services 
were then much needed in Manchuria in 
operating against the mounted banditti, 
he was allowed to remain there until he 
could be spared. All is now quiet in 
Manchuria, and it is most necessary that he 
should repair to Kao-chow without further 
delay. [A Decree has already appeared 
ce this officer to proceed to his 
post. 

(4) Ohéng Yao-siang, Brigadier-General 
of Yang-kiang, in Kwangtung, reports the 
termination of his cruise up and down the 
coast, where he found everything quiet. 

(5) Chai Kwo-yen, Commander-in-Chief 
of Naval forces in Kwangtung, reports 
that P’eng-yii =k, Acting Brigadier- 
General of Kieh-shih, will proceed on his 
tour of inspection up and down the coast 
on the first day of the seventh moon, 


(6) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang forwards an application from a 
Colonel in Kwangsi, who requests that he 
may be reduced one step in rank in order 
that he may get an appointment in his own 
province, and remain to take care of his 
aged mother, now 80 years old, instead of 
being transferred to some other province, 
as would be necessary where he to retain 
the rank of ts'an-tsiang.—Referred to the 
Board of War by Rescript. 


Nov. 23rd.—The whole of this day's 
Gazette is taken up with a report of the 
proceedings had in a case where a woman 
had appealed in Peking against the unjust 
action of the authorities in Shengking, in 
dealing with the murderers of her husband. 
The case dates back to 1871, when a certain 
government clerk, the husband of the ap- 
pellant in the case, died in prison in the 
district of Kwang-ning, in Manchuria. The 
result of the inquiry held at the time went 
to prove that the man had committed 
suicide by throwing himself in a well; but 
the woman maintained that, in trying to 
extort money from him, the people about ' 
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the prison had tortured him to death, and 
then thrown the body down a well to make 
it appear like a case of suicide. Oertain 
irregularities in the proceedings brought 
the matter to Peking, and a Decree was 
issued appointing Kwang-show to proceed 
as Imperial: Commissioner to look into the 
affair. This was in 1873, and as the woman 
persisted in maintaining that there had 
been foul play, the body was exhumed, 
and the expert brought from Peking pro- 
ceeded to ascertain the cause of death. 
Water was poured into the skull, where- 
upon mud and sand trickled out, This 
made it very evident that it was during 
life that the body of the deceased had got 
under water. The woman could not endure 
to see the remains farther manipulated, 
and with her consent the coffin was once 
more interred. At the second inquiry, 
just concluded, the evidence of all the 
witnesses called was to the effect that the 
man committed suicide, and the woman 
herself acknowledged that her second 
appeal at Peking was made without 
sufficient evidence to substantiate her 
charges. The facts elicited by Kwang- 
show are thuscorroborated by the Governor- 
General, who in summing up the case begs 
that the woman, guilty of preferring false 
charges though she be, may be leniently 
dealt with as it was her affection for her 
husband that led her to give ear to the 
stories about his having come to his death 
by foul means. 

Nov. 24th.—(1) The Board of Works 
request that the Governor of Shun-t’ien 
Fu, may be directed to take steps for the 
repair of the temples erected in the two 
divisions of the city in honour of virtuous 
Manchu women, in order that the usual 
ceremonies may be performed. 

(2) Kin-shun, Commander-in-Chief in 
Kansuh, reports the death from disease 
of an officer named Tséng Pang-han, once 
an expectant Taotai, but afterwards de- 
graded for not paying what he owed to 
the Hwai salt establishment. This official 
sold his property, and cleared off all ar- 
rears, and then volunteered for service in 


the army operating in Kansuh. Here 
he distinguished himself, and was 
employed on important service. Unfor- 


tunately he contracted a disease which 
carried him off ; and in recognition of his 
merits it is requested that his former rank 
may be restored to him, and that he may 
be rewarded after the manner of deserving 
officers who die in service.—Referred to 
the Board of War. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Hupeh, 
Wang Wén, whose term of office is about 


to expire, begs for boris Gales ere 


immediately his successor arrives, in order 
that he may return to his native place, 
and attend upon his aged mother, who, he 
learns from home letters, is anxious to see 
her absent son.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung represents 
the state of heartrending distress pre- 
vailing in the districts of I-tu, Lin-k’i, 
Lin-tsze, Ch’ang-loh, Show-kwang, Loh- 
an, and Wei. Relief will have to be 
administered until the spring if the people 
are to be kept from actually dying on 
the roadside, and it is proposed as the 
most practicable plan to open establish- 
ments on all sides where every person 
may receive one large bowl of gruel per 
diem. By ‘dint of every effort it has been 
possible to scrape together between thirty 
and forty thousand taels from public 
sources, and the Governor proposes to 
invite all persons of means to contribute 
to the best of their ability. When the 
work of relief is over, the memorialist 
intends to submit a list of all persons 
who have subscribed, in order that rewards 
may be conferred after the precedent 

eestablished during the Tientsin fluods. It 
is also requested that all duty on grain 
may be remitted until the spring, in order 
that merchants may be encouraged to 
bring in supplies. 

Nov. 26th.—(1) The Censor Wu Hung-én 
states that during the years 1860 and 1861, 
his native town of T’ung-liang Hien, ih 
Sze-ch’wan, was besieged by rebels on three 
successive occasions without success. On 
his return thither in 1872, he heard from 
the old residents that when the rebels were 
surrounding the city, banners and flags 
appeared on the walls in nuniber like the 
trees of a forest. This undoubtedly points 
to Divine aid, and the Censor, as is the 
wont on such occasions, would request 
that the Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan 
be called on for a report, in order that a 
tablet may be presented to the God of War. 
(A Rescript cailing for a report has already 
appeared. ) 

(2) Hu Jui-lan, Literary Chancellor of 
Chekiang, whose term of office is about to 
expire, asks for two months’ leave, in 
order that he may visit his aged mother. — 
Granted. 

Nov. 26th.—(1) Hu Kia-yii, an expect- 
ant King T’ang of the 5th rank, memo- 
rialises with an effusion of gratitude for 
the Imperial bounty on receipt of the 
intelligence that his grandson, Hu Chéng- 
pih, has graduated as Ki-jén, 21st on the 
list, at the provincial examinations in 
Kiangsi. When the memorialist recalls 
the fact that it was only last Spring that 
he had occasion to express,his thanks on 
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his son, Hu Siang-lin, having taken the | Governor-General, Tséng Kwoh-fan, ob- 


tsin-sze degree at the Peking examinations, 
he is overwhelmed with feelings of un- 
worthiness for so much distinction. All 
that he can do is to put forward redoubled 
efforts toward supporting as is due the 
literary honours now borne by three genera- 
tions of the family. (N.B.—Hu Kia-yii is 
the official who was dismissed from his 
post as Censor in 1874, after being signally 
worsted in a bitter controversy on the 
taxation of Kiangsi with the then provincial 
Governor, Liu Kw’én-yib.) 

(2) Pao-ying, the assistant Resident at 
Kobdo, memorialises requesting sanction 
for the provision of 82 new felt tents for 
the accommodation of the force consisting 
of 377 officers and men stationed at that 
outpost. The tents, 109 in number, 
provided four years ago at a cost of ‘l'acls 
1,090, are now worn out.—Sanctioned by 
rescript. 

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of the ‘Two Kiang, requests permission to 
detain somewhat longer in the prefecture 
of Ning-kwoh Fu the Brigadier-General 
P’an Ting-lih, who, according to regulation, , 
is at present bound to apply for leave to 
have audience at Peking. At the present 
moment, the southern districts of Anhwei, 
being inhabited by a mixed population of 
actual natives and immigrants from other 
quarters, and seditious movements being 
in progress on all sides on the part of the 
secret societies, General P’an has for some 
time been stationed at Ning-kwoh in 
command of a body of troops, and it is in- 
expedient at this juncture to introduce a 
stranger in his stead.—Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 27th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang and the Governor of 
Kiangsu jointly memorialise with reference 
to the three Intendancies of the reyion 
north ofthe Yangtsze. Thefourprefectures 
of Hwai-an, Yang-chow, Sii-chow, and 
Hai-chow, were heretofore distributed 
under three Taotais with the titles respect- 
ively of Intendant of the Hwai-Yang, 
Hwai-Hai, and Sii-chow Circuit, having 
control over the affairs of the Canal (and 
Yellow River) as well as of the local 
administration, The Taotai of Hvwai- 
yang had four of the districts of Hwai-an 
and the whole of Yang-chow Fu beneath 
his control, the remaining two districts of 
Hwai-an Fu being grouped with the Hai- 
chow prefecture under a separate Intend- 
ancy. In 1860, all the official posts 
connected with the southern part of the 
Canal having been abolished, two of the 
Intendancies were suppressed, and the 
four prefectures were grouped together 
under one Taotai. In 1864, the then 
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tained sanction to the re-establishment of 
two Intendancies, one to assume control of 
the Hwai-Yang circuit, and the other to 
combine the prefectures of Sii-chow and 
Hai-chow. It is now found, however, that 
owing to the distance between the two last- 
named prefectural cities, there is a difficulty 
in maintaining proper efficiency of control. 
Not only is a period of something like 
ten days required for the transmission of 
despatches from one point to the other, 
owing to their remoteness from the line of 
post-roads, but great inconvenience is also 
experienced in the case of criminals the 
gravity of whose cases renders it necessary 
to send them from Hai-chow northwards to 
Sii-chow for trial before the Tuaotai, and 
then south again from Sii-chow to Nanking 
for final proceedings, by which meansa 
distance of 300 miles is needlessly added 
to their journeyings. It is consequently 
proposed to restore Sii-chow Fu to its 
former position as a separate Intendancy, 
and to combine Hai-chow with the Hwai- 
Yang circuit.— Referred by rescript to the 
Board of Civil Office for consideration. 

(2) Hwang Hwai-shén, a Supervising 
Censor, memorialises denouncing in un- 
measured terms the conduct of Tai Ch’ao- 
tso, a military officer in Kwangtung, 
Colonel-commandant of the Shun-téh 
brigade, and head of the constabulary 
arrangements for seven districts near 
Canton. It is stated of him that at the 
different places at which he fixed his head- 
quarters in 1873, brigandage on a large 
scale was the immediate consequence. In 
1874 he established himself at a place called 
Lung-tsin, whereupon robberies took place 
and black mail was levied in open daylight 
at a place not half a mile distant, aud 
several shops were plundered and burnt, 
He took no action upon the complaints 
presented to him by the notables, beyond 
compelling them to lodge amounts of 
money as rewards for the capture of the 
offenders, taking, however, no steps to 
effect this object. He is farther repre- 
sented to have put some scores of persons 
to death of his own authority, in absolute 
defiance of the regulations with reference 
to the trial of prisoners by the superior 
courts, and to have had the remains in- 
terred off-hand. These are cases which 
are perfectly well known; what else may 
have happened without coming to light is 
beyond the reach of enquiry. In a separate 
memorial, another military officer named 
Hwang T'ien-yiian, in the same com- 
mand, is accused of owning gambling 
houses, brothels, and opium shops, 
and of being the trainer of actors,— 
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charges which, it is observed, lie in 
general at the door of all military officials. 
—Referring to a Decree in which the high 
provincial authorities are commanded to 
exercise ariyid scrutiny with reference to 
the military officers within their juris- 
dictions, and to denounce offenders against 
the law without mercy, the notorious 
conduct of the two individuals above 
referred to is now denounced, with the 
expression of a conviction that the 
Governor-General and Governor would 
be certain to take rigorous measures 
against them. Still, the Censor appre- 
hends that these men_ might contrive, by 
the influence they wield and the number of 
their confederates, to escape the punish- 
ment they deserve ; and he consequently 
feels bound to lay the statements that 
have reached his ears before the Throne. 
(No rescript is appended to the above 
memorial, which appears to have been 
held back for nearly a year until the 
receipt of a rejoinder from Kwangtung, 
which appears in the following day’s 
Gazette.) 

(3) T’u Teung-ying, the Governor of 
Kwangsi, reports the passage of an 
Annamese tribute mission for Peking across 
the frontier. A despatch had been re- 
spectfully forwarded by Yiian Fuh-she, the 
King of Yiieh-nan (Cochin-China), request- 
ing that as the srd year of Kwang Sit 
(1877) is the period at which tribute 
should be forwarded, he might be informed 
of the date when envoys should pass the 
frontier. The late Governor hating re- 
ported this to the Throne, a decree was 
received on the 28th April last, ordering 


the acting-Governor to send orders S47 
to the King aforesaid to despatch his 
envoys at the period to be determined 
by former precedent. The acting-Go- 
vernor accordingly fixed the lst day of 
the 8th moon (Sept. 18th), as the date at 
which the frontier pass should be opened, 
and wrote (chao hwei) to the King in 
question to take action in obedience. An 
expectant Taotai and a Department Ma- 
gistrate were sent, with a petty civilian 
and a military officer, to meet the envoys 
at the Chén Nan frontier pass, and to 
escort them to the provincial capital. 
Report was in due course received from 
the Prefect of K’ai-p’ing Fu, that the 
tribute mission, the envoy at the head of 
which is named P’ei Wén-i, had passed 
the frontier on the 18th September, The 
mission might be expected to arrive at the 
provincial capital about the end of October, 
and after resting for a few days would be 
escorted on its farther pe in the 
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direction of Peking, in fulfilment of the 
earnest intentions of the Sacred Ruler to 
cherish tenderly the men from afar. Copies 
of the memorial and the address to the 
Throne which have been received from the 
King in question are transmitted, together 
with a copy of the despatch sent by the 
Governor in reply. 


(4) Yiian Fuh-she bt a FF, your 


Majesty’s servant, the King of Yiieh-nan, 
with his head bowed, with his head 
prostrate, respectfully memorialises to 
state thatas the period for the sending of 
tribute is now reverently approached, he 
has with humble veneration prepared the 
despa'ch of his offerings. The kingdom 
ruled over by your Majesty’s servant is 
indebted for its establishment to the 
Celestial dynasty, and has for generations 
past been enrojled among the subject 
nations. The rule having been fixed 
by superior decree that the tributary 
period should recur once in four years, 
this to be a settled ordinance in all per- 
petuity, offerings have from that time 


_forward been sent, according to the pre- 


scribed ritual, as each period has been 
reached. Inasmuch as the period will 
arrive next year for the presentation of 
tribute, a despatch was sent in the first 
moon of the present year to the Governor 
of Kwangsi, requesting that he would 
vicariously make report in due official 
course to your Majesty ; and a communi- 
cation was subsequently received from him 
stating that the frontier pass would be 
opened on the 1st day of the 8th moon. 
Your servant, on receiving information of 
the exalted Imperial commands, humbly 
bowed his head to welcome their receipt. 
He humbly bethinks himself that, on the 
feudal tenures of the Chow dynasty 
having been established and extended 
far and wide, tranquillity and moral 
influence ensued as the result of this 
system ; and that the assemblage of the 
vassal princes to acknowledge their de- 
pendence, in the Court of Hia, was the 
recognition of a perpetual ordinance. 
Having been so fortunate at the present 
period as to abide by the regulation in 
the despatch of tribute, all that your 
servant can look for is that the Celestial 
Court will deign to cast a glance upon the 
sincere expression of his reverent and 
sentiments, thus enabling a 
subject kingdom to fulfil its earnest desire 
that the ties of kinship be cherished with 
due respect. Gazing from a distance 
toward the Celestial portals, in strict 
obedience to the forms prescribed, he now 
delivers the various articles of tribute due 
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for the year ting ch’ow to the officers of 
his court, P’ei Wén-i, Lin Hung, Li Ki, 
and others with them, to be transported 
to their destination, aud he reverently 
begs their acceptance by the Imperial grace. 
An address accompanying the tribute is 
separately forwarded, and the present re- 
port of what has been undertaken is now 
submitted, to await the decision of the 
Sacred perceptions, in this reverent memo- 
rial.—Rescript, received by the Ministers 
of the Grand Council :—Perused. 

(5) Address to the throne presented by 
the King of Yiieh-nan.—This is the 
document referred to in the foregoing 
memorial, and is merely a patchwork of 
fulsome complimentary expressions, to be 
read out on presentation of the tribute 
offerings. 

Nov. 28th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a memorial from 
the Governor-General and Governor at 


- Canton, with reference to the observations 


made by the Censor Hwang Hwai-shén on 
malpractices in the constabulary arrange- 
ments of the province of Kwangtung, and 
his denunciation of two military officers 
named Tui Ch’ao-tso and Hwang T’ien- 
yiian (see yesterday’s Gazette). The 
Censor’s memorials were referred by a 
decree dated 22nd January, 1876, to the 
provincial authorities for report ; and his 
allegations respecting abuses inthe matter 
of the apprehension and trial of criminals in 


‘the province are met with a general denial. 


Touching his assertion that persons of the 
criminal class had been allowed to take 
out flags and official badges for employ- 
ment in the Maritime Customs’ preventive 


service, and commit piratical depredations 


under one pretext or another, it is stated 
that a communication had been addressed 


to the late Superintendent of Customs, 


Wén Tien, who had replied to the follow- 
ing effect :—‘ The junks of the preventive 
service having been destroyed by the 
typhoon of September, 1874, report was 
made to the Throne of the intention to 
purchase four vessels for the service. 
Three junks were procured hereupon, 
which were named respectively the Z’ung 
Shéng, T’ung Hai, and T’ung Tsing. The 
flags carried by these craft had characters 
inscribed upon them declaring them to be 
preventive cruisers of the Maritime 


. Customs of Kwangtung, and the uniforms 


supplied were issued for the actual, number 
of the searchers and crew on board. No 
such abuse occurred as that of [flags and 
uniforms] being improperly taken out, 
neither have any complaints been lodged 
respecting piratical depredationa on the 
part of the ar O25 ara bg the searchers, 
O pS e 


or the crew. It is within the limits of 
possibility that fraudulent imitations of the 
flags and uniforms employed have been 
made use of by lawless persons.”—With 
reference to the case of Colonel Tai, the 
charges brought against him are absolutely 
denied, and the absence of any prvof of 
the Censor’s allegations is commented upon. 
A certificate of his high character, obtained 
from the provincial Admiral, is quoted. 
Captain Hwang T'ien-yiian, who is accused 
of harbouring prostitutes, keeping gam- 
bling houses, &., is found to have been 
slack in the performance of his duty in 
effecting the arrest of certain noted crimi- 
nals whom he was commissioned to ap- 
prehend, and the Censor’s charges against 
him are ascertained to be well founded. 
He died on the 23rd of June last, but it 
is requested that this fact may not stand 
in the way of the infliction of the pun- 
ishment he has deserved, in order that a 
salutary warning may be conveyed to 
others.—Rescript: Let Tai Ch’av-teo be 
exemptéd from further proceedings. Let 
Hwang T’ien-yiian be stripped of official 
rank ; and let stringent measures be taken 
for the capture of the criminals who re- 
main at large, whom it must be looked 
upon as essential to bring to justice. Let 
the proper Boards take note. 

Nov. 29th.—(1) The Censor Téng K’ing- 
ling memorialises exposing his views on 
certain points connected with the ad- 


ministration of the criminal law, in regard 


to which, in his opinion, a reform of practice 
is urgen fly required. His observations are 
given categorically in the following order :— 


‘1. Civil and military officials condemned 
to banishment should be sent forward to 
their allotted destinations at the time fixed 
by law. It appears that this rule is in 
many cases neglected, so that officials who 
have been sentenced to banishment are 
often allowed to remain untransported for 
years together. It is requested that the 
Board of Punishments may be called upon 
to enforce the regulations in this respect. 

2. The rehearing of cases referred back 
from Peking to the provinces on appeal 
should not be conducted before the officials 
whose original judgment has been appealed 
against. tis pointed out that thie practice 
opens the door to acts of injustice, and 
that it is, in fact, absurd to suppose that 
Magistrates willreverse their own decisions. 
The recent affair in the T’ung-hiang 
district in Sze-ch’wan (see Gazettes of 
October, 29th and 30th ) is referred to as a 
case in point. 

3. Scrutiny should be made as to the 
antecedent. reports on record respecting 
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military officials when charged with criminal 
acts. 

4. Responsibility shuuld be enforced in 
cases where sentences of an irregular 
character are found on revision to have 
been inflicted on prisoners under ordinary 
sentence of a capital character. 

A rescript, referring the memorial for 
consideration by the Board of Punishments, 
has already appeared. 

(5) The Censor Hwang MHwai-shén 
memorialises on the faulty condition of 
the constabulary service in Kwangtung, 
where crime of a violent character is 
exceedingly rife. He dwells upon the 
practice locally known as ta tan—that is, 
of levying black-mail under threat of 
robbery to be committed, unless a demand 
for a payment of money sent before-hand 
be complied with by.a specified time ; and 
he asserts that members of the criminal 
class had committed depredations of a 
piratical character whilst sailing in the 
cruisers of the Maritime Customs of Canton, 
named the T’ung Chéng, T’ung Hai, and 
T’ung Shéng, under pretence of searching 


. for smugglers, and under cover of flags 


and uniforms which they had improperly 
been allowed to take out. (See Gazette of 


' yesterday.) 


Nov. 30th.—(Court Circular), Ho King, 
the newly appointed Governor-General of 
Min-chéh, had audience of leave. 

(1) A decree, ordering the vacant post of 
Prefect of Yiinnan Fu to be filled up by 
selection on the part of the high provincial 
authorities from among the prefects now 
serving in the province. The vacancy 
thus entailed is to be filled by the appoiht- 


ment of Li Yen-show ae Sit i 


(2) A decree, approving, with some 
modification, the sentences proposed by 
the Board of Civil Office in the case 
of certain civiliau functionaries of the 
Province of Fuhkien, including the late 
Governor-General Li Ho-nien, for neglect, 
in his case, to denounce the short- 
comings of his subordinates. The Board 
has proposed that the’ late Governor- 
General be degraded three steps and 


removed from his present to another: 


employ. Instead of this, he is degraded 
three steps, but left in office. 

(3) The Board of Punishments reports 
upon the trial of a servant of one of the 
Censors for causing the death of a certain 
individual whom he had placed in durance 
for purposes of extortion. ‘The case arose 
out of a claim for rent owing, and the 


-main charge is disposed of as unfounded ; 


though for irregular conduct -both the 


’ . accused person and his late employer, the 
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Censor, are adjudged to have rendered 
themselves liable to punishment, 
Dec. 1st.—(1) The acting Governor- - 
General of Hu-kwang represents that it 
is impossible to carry out the Board of 
Revenue’s wishes as regards the trans- 
mission of grain to Peking. Since the 
rebellion, the grain tax has been paid in 
money, and in order to remit the tax in 
kind, as is now proposed, it would be 
necessary to rebuild the granaries through- 
out the province, and construct new grain 
vessels at an enormous cost, To send the 
grain by steamer to Shanghai for tranship- 
ment would entail great expense, and if 
that were contemplated it, would be better 
to buy the rice on the spot. It would be 
a great hardship on the people to revert 
suddenly to a system which was superseded 
many years ago, and especially at the 
present moment when the province is 
suffering from bad crops. It is requested 
that the Board he directed to reconsider 
the matter, and meanwhile for the present 
year the grain contribution will be com- 
muted by a money payment as heretofore. 
(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, the Governor-General of the Grain 
Transport, and the Governor of Kiangsu, 
memorialise requesting that the grain 
contribution from the districts north of the 
Yangtsze may for a few years be sent by 
sea, until the Grand Canal is again clear 
throughout. They represent that the 
grain supply from Kianygsu dnd Chekiang, . 
as well as the rice purchased by the pro-. 
vince of Hupeh for transmission to Peking, 
is all sent by sea; it is only some 100,000 
piculs from the country north of the Yang- 
tsze that goes by canal, and this is insisted 
on merely to prevent the system from fall- 
ing into desuetude. The memorialists also 
find fault with the present plan of supplying 
the canal with water from the Yellow 
River. The bed of the canal is on a level 
with the surface of the river, and in order 
to bring in a supply of water, it has been 
proposed to dig a canal 9,000 feet in length, 
30 feet broad, and 3 feet deep. But, ask 
the memorialists, how is it that the bed of 
the canal rises? and the answer they give 
is that it is owing to the silt caused by 
the waters let in from the Yellow River. In 
a few yearsmore, if this plan be persisted in, 
the bed of the Grand Canal will be higher 
than the banks, and its overflowing waters 
will bring destruction on the country north 
and south. For one day that water is let 
in to float the junks, a month is required 
to clear away the deposit. As reyarda 
the injury the cessation of grain transport 


- will cause to the agriculturists and local 


‘trade, the memorialists have no desire 
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that. the water system should suffer 
because grain is transported by sea. ‘lhe 
Hwai districts have funds at their dis- 
posal which can be employed in doing 
what may be necessary ; but so far as 
the transport of grain is concerned, it is 
considered better to try the sea route for 
some years, when, if the inland water 
communication be practicable, the former 
method will again be recommended.— 
Referred to the Board of Revenue for 
consideration. 

(3) The Censor Wén-ming requests that 
the sum of ‘ls. 3,600 may be granted as 

. usual out of the funds of the Imperial 
Household for the purchase of wadded 
clothes for the poor of Peking. (Already 
granted by Decree.) 

Dec. 2ud.—The Governor of Honan re- 
ports the re-hearing of a case in which 
appeal had been made at Peking, Two 
men quarrelled about letting off fireworks, 
andin a fight with knives which ensued, 
one of the men was killed. His assailant 
was duly condemned to death, but the 
uncle of the murdered man suspecting that 
the prime mover had kept behind the 
scenes, laid a charge at the mayistracy. 
The charge was dismissed, and the uncle 
returned home, to die, as it happened, 
within three days His nephew, the 
brother of the murdered man, then started 
for Peking to make the same charges, with 
additions. For proceeding direct to 
Peking without first appealing to the au- 
thorities of his province, he has committed 
an offence for which the penalty is fifty 
blows. The charges lodged by him were 
false, but as they had originally been made 
by the uncle now dead, this offence may 
be passed over. 

(2) ‘The same official gives the names of 
six military officers whose dismissal or 
retirement he would urge. Now that mili- 
tary operations have ceased in the pro- 
vince, it is desirable to clear the service 
of any officers who, on the expiration of 
their term, are found to be incompetent 
or in bad health.—Granted. 

(3) The sane official requests that the 
District Magistrate of Ch’é-chéng may be 
deprived of his button for having failed 
to arrest within the prescribed time some 
of the criminals implicated in the murder 
of a family of ten persons. —Granted. 

(4) The two Censors charged to super- 
vise the transport of rice tv the capital, 
request that full force may be given to the 
regulation which provides that the agents 
and cart owners engaged in bringing the 
Government rice from Tungchow shall be 
made to pay fifty per cent. over the market 
price for any rice short delivered. Owing to 
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the laxity with which this rule has been 
enforced, men of the lowest class are 
hired to bring up the grain, and the 
natural consequence is every possible kind 
of dishonesty. 

(5) The same Censors request that the 
grain Commissioner of Anhwei may be 
handed to the Board for the award of a 
penalty. His offence is that the rice for- 
warded by the Grand Canal was late in arriv- 
ing. By regulation, the rice from Kiang-peh 
should be delivered by the beginning of 
May, but this year the last consignment 
was as late as the beginning of November, 
Difficulties, it is allowed, were met with in 
the Canal and Yellow River, but this year 
the delay has exceeded that of former 
years, and the provinces must be made 
to know that the regulation is not a 
dead letter.—Rescript in assent already 
published. 

Dec. 3rd.—Jui-lien, Military Governor 
of Jeh-ho, memorialises with reference to 
the condition of the Imperial Hunting 
Ground (to the north of the Great Wall), 
the object of the existence of which, he 
observes, is to enable the military forces 
of the State to be inured to the art of 
warfare, aud to afford an area within which 
the Sovereign’s vassals may be arrayed 
under the Imperial sway, An institution 
upon which successive rulers have bestowed 
so much careful attention should not be 
allowed to sink into decay ; but, in the 
early years of the reign of T’ung Che (about 
fourteen years ayo), the then Military 
Governor, Jui-lin, was misled by bad ad- 
vice into allowing the lands of the Hunting 
Ground to be brought under cultivation. 
His successor, K’i-k’ing, farther encouraged 
this mistaken policy, with most baneful 
results ; and the resolution firmly adopted 
by a later incumbent of the office, K’u-k éh- 
ki-t’ai, to restore the ancient system, was 
abandoned before long. ‘The cause of this 
state of affairs is that employment was 
ziven to dishonest persons, but also that 
these who inaugurated the proposals in 
question lost sight of the great princi- 
ples involved, in view of a trifling 
gain to be obtained. The present me- 
morialist has made @ personal inspection of 
the locality, and has already presented a 
general report on the state of affairs. 
Irretrievable on the whole though the 
condition of the question may be, he is 
nevertheless anxious to contribute, if it be 
in only an infinitesimal degree, toward a 
measure of reform ; and he consequently 
submits a series of proposals with this eud 
in view. Of the 72 wei or parks (enclosures) 
into which the Hunting Ground is mapped 
out, 31 have already been surveyed and 
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thrown open to cultivators. With these it 
is thought impossible now to interfere ; 
and all that can be done is to impose 
stringent orders to prevent encroachment 
upon the wilds of theremaining 41 divisions. 
The Hunting Ground is about 500 miles 
(1,400 It) in extent, and, owing to its wide 
area, the authority exercised over it by the 
officials who are at present invested with 
control over different sections of the country, 
to wit, the Prefect of Ch’éng-téh Fu, the 
Magistrate of P’ing-ts’itan Chow, and two 
other District Magistrates, is almost 
nominal. It isnow proposed that a special 
Sub-Prefect shall be appointed to control 
the revenue and police administration of 
the Hunting Ground alone. It is farther 
proposed that, with reference to the 180,000 
mow of land under cultivation, which have 
lately been measured, the squatters now in 
pussession shall be required to pay regular 
land-tax from the beginning of next year ; 
and that whilst the area in excess of their 
original squatter-titles which they are now 
found to be possessed of, varying from 
upwards of 1,000 mow in some cases to 
smaller amounts, shall be added to the 
register, no allowance shall be made for 
auch deficiencies as may be alleged in other 
cases, on the ground that in all probability 
fraud has been perpetrated in these in- 
stances, 

Deo, 4th.—(1) The office of Gendarmerie 
returns thanks for the gratuity of one 
month’s extra pay to the Peking garrison. 

(2) A Decree. As a special favour Ho 
Show-taz’e, junior President of the Cen- 
sorate, and Yih-Kwei, Lieutenant-General 
of the Bordered White Banner, are per- 
mitted to remain mounted within the 
Forbidden City. 

(3) The Military Governor and Lieut- 
enant-General of the province of Kirin 
report the capture of a gang of burglars 
who in October last broke into a pawnshop 
in the suburbs of Kirin, wounding some 
of the inmates, and carrying off a consider- 
able amount of plunder. It_is requested 
that the Imperial warrant may be issued 
in order that the six criminals now in 
custody may be publicly executed. 

(4) A memorial from the same reports 
the recapture of a criminal under sentence 
of death, who had succeeded in making 
his escape while the prison watch was 
asleep. The Governor of the prison and 
the warders on duty explained that the 
flight took place while they were asleep, 
and the prisoner himself declared that 
there was no previous understanding 
between himself and his keepers. Under 
these circumstances the law decrees that 
if the prisoner be recaptured within 100 
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days, the Governor of the prison shall 
merely be stript of his rank, and that the 
warders shall escape punishment. The 
award of penalties has been made accord- 
ingly. 

Dec. 5th.—(1) The Military Governor of 
Tsi-tsi-har submits for approval the sen- 
tences passed in « case (heretofore reported) 
where a person bearing an hereditary title 
had been guilty of adultery with the wife of 
8 private person, According to the deposi- 
tions taken at the trial, the offender, named 
Lien-sheng, had 'ecome acquainted with 
a man named Wang, who invited him to 
his house and allowed his wife to be present 
when the visitor was there. Oriminal 
intimacy between the two was the result, 
but the husband, who had borrowed money 
of Lien-sheng, winked at the offence 
though frequently repeated. It was not 
until he one day quarrelled with Lien- 
sheng that he laid an accusation against 
him. Lien-sheng is sentenced to be strip- 
ped of his rank, and condemned to receive 
100 blows; the husband, for conniving a6 
the offence, receives 90 bluws; and the 
wife is sentenced to be cangued for a 
month, and receive 100 blows—a penalty, 
however, which she is permitted by law 
to commute for a money payment, 

(2) Ting Pao-chéng, late Governor of 
Shantung, and recently appointed Governor- 
General of Szechw’an, requests permission 
to come to Peking before proceeding to 
his new post, in order that he may receive 
His Majesty’s instructions prior to assumn- 
ing such a responsible position. If his 
request be granted, he proposes leaving 
Li Yuan-wha, the Financial Oommis- 
sioner, in charge, pending the arrival 
of Wen-keh, his successor.—Granted by 
rescript. 

(3) Chih-kang, Resident at Kurun 
(Urga), reports that the sum of Tls. 77,000, 
which the provinces of Shansi, Shantung, 
and Honan were directed to remit to Urga 
for the payment of sums due to T’u-ch’e- 
ho-pi and other places, is now no longer 
necessary. At a durbar of Mongolian 
princes and nobles held at Urga, the 
memorialist mentioned how urgently funds 
were needed for the Imperial Mausolea, 
and for the campaign on the western 
frontier, and suggested to the assembled 
nobles the desirability of foregoing the 
payment of the sums due, as some return 
for Imperial favours. ‘They, with true 
patriotism, agreed to wipe off the debt, 
and accordingly the memorialist prays that 
the sums due from the provinces afore- 
said may be applied to some other public 
use.—Rescript: Let the Board take 
note, 
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(4) The Military Governor of Tsi-tsi-har 
recommends for rewards certain officials 
who exerted themselves in obtaining con- 
tributions of horses when an order was 
given in June, 1875, to raise a force of 
4,000 Si-tan (reserve soldiery), and 2,000 
horses, as part of the arrangements decided 
upon by the Commission which sat to 
organise measures for the defence of the 
coast. (See Gazette of May 16th.) The 
officers detailed for the purpose, with a 
patriotic appreciation of the critical posi- 
tion, did not spare themselves in their 
efforts to procure the horses, but regard- 
less of distance and discomfort, set off in 
every direction to invite contributions, 
with the result that in less than three 
months the full number was procured. 

(5) The same official, at the request of 
the population of Tsi-tsi-har, requests His 
Majesty to present a tablet to the Lung- 
wang temple in the city of Sagalien. The 
presiding deity has never failed to answer 
the prayers offered up in times of tribula- 
tion. An appeal to it changes a drought 
into a life-giving shower, or subdues the 
raging waters. These marks of divine 
intervention, the memorialist has ex- 
perienced himself during the last two 
years. (The request has already been 
granted.) 

Dec. 6th.—(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, reports the completion 
of certain works of canalisation undertaken 
near Tientsin at the request and under the 
supervision of the local notables, who have 
defrayed the cost of the works as a means 
of affording relief to the distressed and 
unemployed population. A canal has been 
dug, starting from the Yang Fén Kiang, at 
one extremity of the Shéng Fang river, 
running eastward to T’ieh-t’ow in the 
Tientsin district, and communicating with 
the lower course of the Peiho ( properly 
called, below Tientsin, the Hai-ho, or Sea 
river.) ‘lhe depth of this new channel is 
from 4} to 6 Chinese feet, and its surface 
width from 65 to 100 feet, with a breadth 
at the bottom of 30 feet. A solid embank- 
ment, 60 feet wide at the base, has been 
constructed on the north bank to guard 
against inundation. Another canal has 
been excavated, running southward from 
Li Kia Ch’ang, on the Yung-ting river, 
extending to T’ieh-t’ow. Its depth is from 
4 to 6 feet, by a width of from 32 to 44 feet, 
similarly protected with an embankment, 
its object being to drain off a portion 
of the waters of the Yung-ting river. 
The total length of work. excavated 
is upwards of 5,740 chang (equal to about 
26,750 English yards); in addition to 
which 13,300 Chane, of embankment in 
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different places have been raised to a height 
of 8 or 9 feet, with a surface width of 2 
chang, snd a width at base of 6 chang. 
Willows have been planted upon the slopes 
in order to furnish means cf protecting 
the face of the works against flood. The 
labour that has been carried out has been 
extremely serviceable in providing employ- 
ment for the sufferers by the recent 
drought. Honours will berequested for the 
notables who have contributed the funds 
employed; and meanwhile rewards are 
solicited for the military officers employed 
in the work of superintendence. —Granted 
by rescript. 

(2) Li Hung-chang farther requests the 
issue of an Imperial tablet to be added 
to those granted by his Majesty’s pre- 
decessors, which are suspended ‘in the 
Temple of the White Dragon Pool (Peh 
Lung T’an) in the district of Mi-yiin in 
north-eastern Chihli, at which, in times of 
drought, prayers are always offered up by 
special Commissioners. The temple having 
been reported this year in a ruinous con- 
dition, Li Hung-chang was commanded in 
May last to cause repairs to be executed ; 
and this has now been done, at the coat of 
the provincial Exchequer, to the amount 
of Taels 5,071.9.6.7.4.1.8.—Granted by 
previous reacript. 

Dec. 7th.—(1) A decree is issued in 
answer to a memorial from the Superin- 
tendents of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment, calling upon the Financial Commis- 
sioner of Chihli to pay over at once the 
amount of Taels 20,750 due for the current 
year to the department from land-rents in 
the province, and furthermore to collect 
and pay over the arrears that are out- 
standing. 

(2) A decree permitting Ts’ung-li (a 
former Hoppo at Canton), at present 
deputy Military Governor at Shan-hai 
Kwan, to resign his office on the ground 
of ill health. 

« (3) Jui-lien, deputy Military Governor 
at Jebho, reports the proceedings taken to 
adjudicate a dispute between the nobles of 
the Eastern tribe of Chaluth Mongols, and 
the widow of the Prince of the tribe, with 
refereuce to the adoption of anheir. This 
case, long pending, had been referred by 
Decree in January last for settlement at 
Jehho, after appeal to Peking ; and on the 
trial that has now been held the accusers 
have acknowledged the falsity of the 
charges advanced, and have besought that 
the case may be dismissed. They withdraw 
their accusation of improper conduct against 
the widow, Yen-ts’ing. Penalties of 
bastinadoing and banishment have been 
inflicted upon the false accusers. The 
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an expectaut of office at Peking. 


widow is enjoined to bring up the heir she 
has adopted, a minor, with all due care, 
in order to fit him for the duties of his 
station. The finding and sentences, sub- 
mitted in this memorial, are referred by 
reacript to the Mongolian Superintendency 
for consideration. 

(4) Jui-lien further memorialises with 
reference to the lands of the Hunting 
Ground (see Gazette of 3rd inst.) He has 
discovered that some years ago a certain 
leaseholder of. lands allowed to be occupied 
for cultivation, named Li Shéng, was 
permitted to exchange a tract of barren 
soil in one district for valuable land else- 
where, which should not have been ceded 
for agricultural purposes. It farther 
appears that the man Li Shéng was simply 
a servant in the employ of Jui-lin, the 
former Military Governor (afterwards Go- 
vernor-General at Canton), and that the 
real owner of the land registered in his 
name is Hwai-t’a-pu, Jui-lin’s son, who is 
It is 
submitted that for conduct so reprehen- 
sible and open to the criticism it has 
provoked as this, the land and houses 
upon it should be sequestrated and con- 


 fiscated.—Granted by rescript. 


Dec. 8th.—(1) A Decree. Ts’ung-shih, 
to whom We lately granted a congé of two 
months, makes now a farther entreaty, in 
a memorial this day received, for leave to 
resign his office, on the ground that his 
illness is becoming daily more severe. We 
ordain that he need not vacate his post, but 
that he devote himself in repose to the 
restoration of his health. Let Ch’ung-how 
assume provisional charge of the office of 
Military Governor of Shéng-king and joint- 
Governor of the province of Féng-t’ien. 

(2) A Decree. Let King-yii ( at present 
Governor of the province of Féng-t’ien ) 
return to Peking and await other employ- 
ment. Let En-fuh (at present Taotai of 
Féng-tien ) succeed to the post of Governor 
of Féng-t’ien. 

(3) A Decree. Let Siang-kéng succeed 
to the post of deputy Military Governor 
at Shan Hai Kwan. 

(4) The Governor-General aud Governor 
at Canton report the regulations they have 
put in force toward the execution of the 
instructions recently issued from Peking, 
with a view to limiting to one-tenth of 
the total number of substantive district 
offices the posis in which, at any time, 
“acting” appointments are to be held. 
The system thus prescribed, which is laid 
down with a view to secure permanency 
and local experience to the functionaries 
in charge of district offices, is to be carried 


out so far as local circamptenges ie 
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(5) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorialises with reference to 


Brigadier-General Niu She-han 4-6 ae, 


lately appointed to the Kwei-téh command 
in Honan, who was some time ago retained 
for special service, at the memorislist’s 
request, in connection with the army of 
maritime defence at Tientsin. Foreign 
affairs having now assumed, in the main, 
a tranquil aspect, and the presence of an 
officer so efficient and experienced as Niu 
She-han being urgently required at his 
new command, where drought and scarcity 
have been severely felt, he has directed 
the Brigadier-General to visit Peking for 
audience and then to proceed to his new 
ost. 


Dec. 9th.—{1) A decree appointing 


Sung-lin HA bh to the post of Taotai of 
Féng-t’ion. 

(2) A decree appointing Ju-shan gm 
to the post of Superintendent of the Salt 
Administration at Tientsin (Ch’ang Lu 
division.) 

(3) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regret on the decease of Pa-yang-ah, Tar- 
tar General at King-chow in Hupeh. The 
usual honours are bestowed. 

(4) The Governor of Shensi and the 
Tartar General of Si-an Fu memorialise 
with reference to the stud reserve or 


breeding ground RK attached to the 
Manchu garrison of Si-an Fu, anciently 
covering an extent of 96,000 mow (or about 
16,000 acres) of land situated in four dis- 
tricts to the westward of the provincial 
capital. In 1775, it was arranged, on the 
application of the then high authorities, 
that 48,000 mow should be retained in use 
asastud reserve, and the remaining half 
of the area be handed over to the district 
authorities to be let on leases and made 
subject to regular taxation. The revenue 
thus obtained was to be remitted to 
the Manchu garrison to form a fund 
from which pensions for widows and 
orphans and the expenses incurred by 
the soldiery in the annual artillery 
practice, stud keeping, and the purchase 
of horses, should be defrayed. According 
to the Regulations of the Board of 
Revenue, the rental to be levied on all 
but a small portion of the land was fixed 
at one mace per mow, the tael being taken 
at the rate of 1,000 standard cash. Since 
the Nien Fei and Mahommedan rebellions, 
however, the rental has fallen largely into 
arrear, and means have been wanting to 
meet the expenditure which should be 
defrayed from this source. A survey of the 
lands in question chas.\consequently been 
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instituted, and it is found that upwards of 
6,000 mow of the land heretofore under 
tillage have been swept away by the river 
Wei. The remainder, lying on either 
side of the river, is exposed to similar 
danger through the tendency which has 
been shewn of late years to a shifting of 
the channel northwards. ‘here are, on 
the south bank, 22,935 mow of new-made 
land, forming luxuriant meadows, which 
it is now proposed to convert into grazing 
grounds, and to devote the land lying 
waste in the remainder of the area to 
leaseholds for tillage. ‘Chis would extend 
to a total of 18,970 mow, the revenue to 
be derived from which would be appro- 
priated to the same uses as heretofore.— 
Referred by rescript to the Board of 
Revenue for consideration. 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
measures adopted toward meeting a defici- 
ency in the revenue available for the issue 
of provincial salaries ( yang lien or ‘‘ anti- 
extortion” allowance.) The amount 
required for actual disbursement to the 
civil and military officials of the province, 
under this head, is Tis. 167,733, beside 
the cost of the sacrifices at the Confucian 
Temples, the allowances to the Boards at 
Peking, and the salary of the Director 
General of the Grain Transport, forming 
with the above a grand total of Tls. 205,980. 
The sum that was levied, however, in 1875, 
under the head of hao sien or ‘‘ waste and 
surplusallowance,” in addition totheregular 
grain tax, upon which the above payments 
are by regulation chargeable, amounted to 
no more than Ts. 168,758, after exemp- 
tions granted on the score of floods, etc., 
so that a considerable deficit remains, 
This has been met by a draught upon the 


reserve fund which, according to 


the Board of Revenue’s regulation, is set 
apart for the purpose of meeting such an 
emergency. 

Dec. 10th.—(1) A Decree. The Duke, 
Continuator of the Sage, K’ung Siang-k’o, 
having now departed this life, let the proper 
office consult the regulations with regard 
to the posthumous honours that should 
be conferred, and make report tous. (N.B. 


The Yen Shéng K’ung GF Ha a or 
alleged lineal descendant of Confucius, 
bearing the hereditary title of ‘‘duke,” 
whose death is referred to above, was aged 
about 28. For an account of a visit paid 
to him see the Rev. Alex. Williamson’s 
Journeys in North-China, Vol II, p. 258.) 
(2) A decree appointing Hu Yii-kin 
to the post of Grain Intendant 


of Chéhkiang. 
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(3) A decree appointing Kwoh-leh-min 
—at present Manchu Lieutenant-general of 
Canton—to the post of Manchu General at 
King-chow Fu. 


(4) Pa-yang-ha (lately deceased), Man- 
chu General at King-chow, :and his two 
lieutenants, memorialise on receipt of a 
Council despatch forwarding copy of a 
decree issued on the 15th September, upon 
a memorial presented by a Manchu high 
officer at Peking, who has requested that 
picked men of the Manchu forces in the 
provinces may be organised for drill at 
their respective garrisons, Observations 
are submitted categorically in reply. The 
original memorial proposes that a body 
of 600 fuot soldiers shall constitute a 
ying or battalion, to be divided inte 


six cha-la il or companies, three of 
which should form the line M ae, three 


the reserve HEE TRI, and one the 


body guard. ‘his plan is applauded as 
excellent. The General proceeds to observe, 
however, that from the time of his entry 
upon his present command, he has con- 
ducted spring and autumn drills acoording 
to the tactics issued by the Board of War, 
and has moreover introduced mancauvres 
of his own devising. The Manchu and 
Mongol sedentary garrison of Kingchow 
is divided into 66 cha-la, of 18 or 19 men 
each, and 1,000 men constitute a ying or 
battalion, with 7 cha-la to the tué or com- 
pany. In each cha-la there are one 
standard-bearer, 10 matchlock men, 4 
gingal men, and three spear men. The 
body guard of one hundred strong com- 
prises the artillerists for four portable 
calivers, and two squads of 4 mon each 
armed respectively with spears and long- 
handled glaives. This is a system which, 
for any form of attack or defence, is appli- 
cable to an army of no matter how mapy 
thousands or teus of thousands strong. 
With reference to the observation that has 
been made as to the necessity for pro- 
ficiency in drill, which, it is admitted, isa 
prime essential toward the handling of 
troops, the memorialists point out that 
the Manchu soldiery are in this re- 
spect different from the irregulars; that, 
from his youth upwards, every man is 
familiar with the banuer and the com- 
pany to which he belongs. Pa-yang-ah 
has been accustomed to assign to each 
banner of his force its special place in 
battle, so that the Yellow and Bordered 
Yellow would always be in the van, the 
Blue and Bordered Blue form the second 
line, the White and Bordered White attack 
the enemy on the left, and so forth. He 
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does not think it necessary to introduce 
any new nomenclature into the organisa- 
tion. As regards cavalry, he believes that 
the raising of an efficient force may best be 
left to the Military Governors of Kirin 
and the Amur; whilst, with reference to 
the substitution of fire-arms on the foreign 
pattern for matchlocks and gingals, his 
former experience during the rebellion has 
sufficed to shew him how greatly superior 
the foreign weapon is to the existing fire- 
arm, which is so frequently rendered 
useless by wind orrain. The proverb says: 
It is cruelty to the soldier to give him a 
weapon which is not serviceable against 
the enemy ; and it has long been in con- 
templation to arm the garrison with im- 
proved weapons, but funds for this purpose 
have not been forthcoming.‘ It is prayed 
that orders may be given to the Board of 
Revenue to take this subject into con- 
sideration. 

Dec. 11th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets on receipt of intelligence 
of the death of Ts’ung-shih, President of 
the Board of Punishments, acting Military 
Governor of Shéng-king. His former 
services, first as having gained preferment 
to a metropolitan office after attaining the 
Hanlin degree, next as Resident in Thibet, 
and afterwards as Manchu General and 
acting Governor-General of Szech’wan, are 
recounted, and his decease, at the very 
moment when his recovery from the illness 
hb has lately reported was looked for, is a 
cause of profound sorrow in the Imperial 
mind. Posthumous honours are accorded ; 
permission is given to convey his remains 
to Peking, in order that the funeral cere- 
monies may be conducted within the city ; 
and the decree of Ki-jén is conferred 
upon his grandson King-hien. (Note.— 
Ts’ung-shih died at Moukden on the 4th 
December.) 

(2) A decree commanding K’i-yiian to 
remain in charge of the office of Military 
Governor at Moukden until the arrival of 
Ch’ung-how to assume provisionally the 
duties of the post, as ordered by the decree 
lately issued. 

(3) A Decree. Let Li Hung-tsao 


a eB ee, President of the Board of 
Works, and Kiny-lien & RR. senior 
President of the Court of the Uensorate, 
do duty as members of the Yaméu 
of Foreign Affairs. (N.B. — The two 
high officials above-named are the two 
junior members of the Grand Council of 
State, the three Senior members of which, 
viz., the Prince of Kung and the Grand 
Secretaries Pao-yiin and Shén Kwei-fén, 


have long been members tc te? 


(4) A decree granting an allowance of 
50 Taels per mensem for the next three 
months from the Household Treasury, to 
provide fuel during the inclement season 
now approaching for the staff of officials 
who are labouring at the preparation of 
the Veritable Record or Archives of the 
late reign. 

(5) A decree appointing Ki-ho FA 
to the post of Manchu Lieutenant-general 
(for the Ohinese-Manchu Banners) at 
Canton. 

(6) The high authorities of Yiinnan 
memorialise requesting leave to retire from 
the service, on the score of ill-health, on 
behalf of the Taotai Ch’én Si-chén, incum- 
bent of the Western Intendancy of the 
province, and likewise on behalf of Kwang- 
jun, Prefect of Tung-ch’wan Fu. The 
services of the Taotai Ch’éu in the West 
of Yiinnan, including his participation in 
the recent campaign for the recapture of 
T’éng-yiieh, are recounted, and the appli- 
cations made by these officers are sup- 
ported.—Granted by rescript. 

Dec. 12th.—(1-3) Decrees making the 
following appointments :—Kwei-ts’ing to 
be transferred to fill the post of Vice- 
President of the Granaries, and to be 
succeeded as junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Works by Teh-ch’un, The 
present junior Vice-President of the 
Mongolian Superintendency, Lin-shu, to 
succeed Teh-ch’un in the senior post; 
and Kwei-ts’iian to be appointed as 
Lin-shu’s successor.—In the absence of 
Ch’unghow, whilst acting as Military 
Governor of Shéngking, Ch’ang-sit to act 
as senior Vice-President of the Board of 


War.—Tsao-pao AR to be transferred 


from the Mongolian Superintendency to 
the Presidentship of the Board of Punish- 
ments ; Ch’a-hang-ah to become his suc- 
cessor ; Mien-i to become senior Vice- 
President of the Board of. Ceremonies, 
and Ts’iian-k’ing to be appointed his 
successor as junior Vice-President of the 
same Board. 

(4) A decree traneferring Jui-lien, de- 
puty Military Governor at Jeh-ho, to the 
post of deputy Military Governor at Ch’a- 
har (Inner, Mongolia), Yen-hii (late Vice- 
President of the Granaries) becoming his 
successor. King-ch’un is transferred from 
Ch’a-har to the Military Governorship of 
Sui-yiian Ch’éng. 

(5-6) The Governor of Shantung, in 
forwarding a report of the total amounts 
collected by the Custom-houses at Lin- 
te’ing Chow on behalf of the Board of 
Works and the Board of Revenue, endorses 
the plea of the Department, Magistrate in 


extenuation of the falling-off shewn in the 
accounts, The Revenue collected upon 
timber and salt on behalf of the Board of 
Works amounted to Tis. 4,996.8, shewing 
a deticiency on the regulation amount of 
Tis. 1,625. The total amount collected 
for the Board of Revenue was Tls. 45,940.7, 
shewing a deficit of Tls. 2,435. The causes 
of the falling-off in revenue are explained, 
in the same terms as last year (see Gazette 
of 20th November, 1875,) as arising fram 
the diversion of trade and navigation from 
the rivers Wén and Wei through the 
silting-up of their channels since the 
change in the course of the Yellow River 
—the shipment of southern produce by 
steamer from Hankow, and the pressure 
of the lekin collectorates on the upper 
course of the river, which tend to drive 
away trade. It is prayed that the ex- 
emption which has been granted, to the 
extent of 4/10ths of the regulation amount 
of duty, may be farther extended.— Refer- 
red for the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue, 

Dec. 13th.—(1) A decree sanctioning 
the proposals for exemption from land-tax 
for the current year in K’ai-chow and others 
of the southern districts of Chihli, which 
have suffered from the recent drought. 
The ordinance now issued is to be placarded 
asan Imperial manifesto throughout the 
region concerned. 

(2) A decree making the following appoint- 
ments :—Yung-ts’iian (at present Military 
Governor of I-li ) is commanded to repair 
to Peking and there discharge his duties 


in the public service, Kin Shun g> se 


(at present Lieutenant-General of Urumtsi 
and commander of a part of the army 
operating in that neighbourhood ) is ap- 
pointed Military Governor of the I-li region. 
Ying-han (late Governor-General of the 
Two Kwang ) is appointed to act as 
Lieutenant-General of Urumtsi, and the 
button of the second rank is conferred 
upon him. Tu-ka-rh is invested with the 
brevet rank of Manchu Lieutenant-General 
(tu-t’ung), and is appointed to act as 
Assistant-Resident at Uliasutai. The post 
of deputy Lieutenant-General at Ch’aharh, 
which he vacates, is to be filled by Kw’ei- 
ch’ang. Ying-han is ordered to hasten to 


his post by the regulation post-relays. . 


Yung-ts’tian is to repair to Peking on being 
relieved by his successor, Kin-shun. 

(3) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
expenditure incurred in that province in 
the purchase and transmission to Peking 
of the grain supply for the year 1875, 
now completed. The amount of rice sent 


forward, of the ts’ao | and shan Ally 
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qualities, was 30,000 piculs as the prin- 
cipal amount, with 2,400 piculs as waste 
allowance on board ship, and 617 piculs as 
ration allowance for the lighters employed 
in transhipment from Tientsin. The total 
expenditure has been Tis. 77,356.1.2.5, 
making the cost of the rice Tis. 2.3.5 per 
picul. 

(4) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu report 
the employment of certain funds derived 
from the grain supply system in providing 
means of relief for the distressed popula- 
tion in the region north of the Yangteze. 
The drought which prevailed throughout 
last summer has caused a lamentable 
amount of distress, for the relief of which, 
in some measure, public works in conneo- 
tion with the rivers and canals have been 
set on foot, and establishments have been 
opened for the distribution of boiled 
rations. The still impoverished state of 
the country forbids any reliance being 
placed upon local contributions of funds, 
and it is proposed to utilise for the purpose 
the reserve of 2 shéng of rice per picul 
which is provided, according to regulation, 
as a surplus over and above the grain con- 
tribution from the south-eastern districts 
of Kiangsu, in order to meet possible 
losses through shipwreck of the grain- 
junks. Under favour of the auspicious 
fortunes of the Sacred Ruler, the seas have 
of late been so tranquil that no losses have 
been incurred, and a large reserve stock 
of rice has been consequently accumulated. 
This, amounting to upwards of 13,000 
piculs, it is now proposed to appropriate 
to purposes of relief.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Revenue promptly consider and 
report, 

Dec. 14th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the Governor of Kwangsi, 
reporting the escape of a prisoner from 
the jail at Kwei-lin Fu. The official 
jail-warden is handed to the Board of 
Civil office for the infliction of the proper 
penalty ; and the Prefect, responsible 
for the safety of the jail, is similarly 
exposed to censure, notwithstanding the 
plea that at the time of the escape he was 
occupied with the police arrangements of 
the Literary examinations. Stringent 
measures for the recapture of the escaped 
prisoner are enjoined. 

(2) A decree dismissing from office or 
degrading a number of district officials 
denounced by the Governor of Kwangsi. 

(3) The Vice-Presidents of the Granaries, 
Yen-hii and Pih Tao-yiian, memorialise 
reporting the delivery of the entire grain 
supply of the year to be now complete. 
The period of receipt of the sea borne rice 
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commenced on the 22nd April, and ter- 
minated on the 19th July, by which date 
upwards of 1,200,000 piculs of grain had 
been landed at T’ung Chow, examined, and 
transferred to the granaries. ‘he ship- 
ments of grain by the inland waters were 
delayed owing to the low state of the 
Yellow River, and it was not until the 3rd 
October that the arrival of the six divisions 
of grain junks constituting the first half of 
the squadron of the year was reported at 
T’ung Chow. ‘Their cargoes were at once 
landed, and delivery was also-taken about 
the same time of the shipments of rice and 
peas from Manchuria. The second half of 
the grain squadron from the Grand Canal 
did not reach ‘’ung Chow until the latter 
part of October. The officials who have 
distinguished themselvés during the year, 
in this service, are recommended for 
promotion or honours. 

(4) The office of Gendarmerie memori- 
alises presenting an appeal lodged by a 
native of the Lo-p’ing district in Kiangsi, 
who complains against a body of indi- 
viduals headed by one Wang Yiiu-k’i, who, 
it is stated, had made an 


by his family, in consequence of a dispute 
about some cemetery-land, and had mur- 
dered fourteen persons, beside wounding 
eight others and carrying off a large amount 
of property. ‘The district Magistrate had 
neglected to do justice in the case, and 
made false reports concerning it to his 
superiors.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(5) The Governor of Fuhkien reports 
the successful proceedings of a force de- 
spatched to break up a gang of lawless 
offenders at T’ung-lo Ohwang in the sub- 
prefecture of Tamsui in North Formosa. 
Dec. 15th.—({1) A decree appointing 
’ Twan Ki ii to the post of Grain 
Intendant of the province of Kiangsi. 

(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Sze-ch’wan reports the purchase in. that 
_ province, for despatch to Peking, of 20,000 
_ catties of insect wax (peh lah), under 
orders received with Imperial sanction 
_ from the Board of Revenue. He submits 
that the region in Sze-ch’wan in which 
this product is found is confined to a few 
districts in the prefecture of Kia-ting and 
' the department of Mei Chow, and that the 
price is subject to great variations, in 
accordance with the quantity annually 
yielded, ranging, in past years, from 40 or 
_ 50 to 90 Taels per catty. The annual pro- 
_ duct is for the most part bought up by 
' traders from Hupeh and Kwangtung, so 
that not more than 10 or 20 per cent. of 
_ the harvest remains in the Abe ws In 
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the present season, prices have been 
moderate, and the 20,000 catties that have 
now been purchased have been obtained 
at a cost of Tls. 44.6.2. per picul, amount- 
ing to a total of ‘Ils. 8,924. The consign- 
ment has been despatched in charge of two 
officials, who are to proceed overland 
from the provincial capital to Peking, 
by way of the provinces of Shensi 
and Shansi. For the cost of trans- 
port, in the absence of any fixed regula- 
tion applicable in this instance, being 
the first of its kind, an allowance is made 
of Tls. 25.6.6 per 140 catties, requiring a 
total outlay of Tls. 3,663.9.6. This is 
based upon the allowance established in 
the case of dyestuffs officially forwarded 
from Yiinnan by the Ch’ang-téh land 
route. It is noted that the expenditure 
thus entailed is five times greater than 
the cost of shipment of wax from Hankow 
or Canton by water, for which purpose 
the allowance for the same weight is but 
Tis. 4.5.7. The payments have been made 
from the provincial exchequer. 

(3) Li Hung-chang memorialises with 
reference to the appointment of an officer 
to succeed to the post of captain in the 
garrison of Peh-t’ang, vacant by the death 
of the late incumbent. The importance 
of Peh-t’ang in the system of maritime 
defence is remarked upon as most import- 
ant, more particularly as fortifications 
are now in course of construction there 
and the use of foreign implements of 
warfare is being practised. It is proposed 
that an officer named Ma Hu-ch’én be 
appointed to the vacancy, as a qualified 
person.—Referred for the consideration 
of the Board of War. 

Dec, 16th.—(Oourt Circular.) The Go- 
vernor of. Shun-t’ien Fu reports the fall 
of between 2 and 3 inches of snow in 
Peking. 

No documents of importance, 

Dec. 17th.—(1) A decree ganctioning the 
application forwarded by the high authori- 
ties at Foochow on behalf of Chang 
Yoh-ling, - Judicial Commissioner of 
Fuhkien, for leave to retire from the 
service on the ground of ill-health. Li 


Ming-ch’ih 4 BA ye ( at present Tao- 


tai at Hankow ) is appointed his successor. 
(2) A decree renewing the injunction 
heretofore laid upon Wéu-ki, Taotai of the 
Kien-Shao Intendancy in Fuhkien, to 
return to his post, at the application of 
the high provincial authorities. He has 
been permitted to vacate hia office on the 
ground of ill-health. So soon as his re- 
covery shall have been effected, the Board 
of Civil Office and the Captain-General of 


his Banner are to present him for 
audience, in order that he may hasten to 
Fubkien without delay. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih, acting Governor-General 
of Shingking, memorialises with reference 
to the garrison stationed at the port of 
Ta-ku Shan, on the south coast of the Liao- 
tung promontory, near the border of Corea, 
The post being a place of busy resort, it has 
been subject to frequent disturbance from 
brigands, and the Military Governor of 
the province arranged, with Imperial 
sanction, that a force of two hundred 
soldiers of the garrisons of the adjacent 
towns of Siu-yen and Hiung-yoh should 
be detailed fur duty there, under the 
orders of the Military Oommandant of 
Siu-yen. During the winter season the 
troops were withdrawn. The annual out- 
lay for rations and transport amounted to 
80,000 tiao (local currency.) In the opinion 
of the present memorialist, this system 
has not worked well, as it has diverted 
the attention of the Commandant from 
his proper duties, and has given rise to 
the levy of exactions upon the house- 
holders by the soldiery, on the plea that 
their allowance from the Government was 
insufficient. He has consequently de- 
termined upon substituting for the detach- 
ment of the troops from the cities 
above-named a body of soldiery, 200 strong, 
to be enlisted and trained on the spot. The 
cost of this force will be about Tls. 800 per 
mensem. lt willbe placed under the com- 
mand of a special officer ; and being perma- 
nently stationed at the port, will be more 
efficient for purposes of protection. 

Deo. 18th.—_{1) A decree in reply toa 
memorialfrom Tséng K wo-ts’iian, Governor 
of Shan-si, applying for leave toretire from 
his office on the ground of ill-health. He 
is granted a congé of two months, and 
need not vacate his post. 

(2) The Superintendents of the Imperial 
Manufactories, at Nanking, Soochow, and 
Hangchow, jointly memorialise to represent 
the difficulties they labour under in conse- 
quence of the rise in the price of silk. 
They memorialised on the subject some 
time ago, requesting that, in conformity 
with the prescriptions of the Institutes of 
the present dynasty, the Governor of 
Chéhkiang might be called upon to obtain 
from the district authorities certificates 
setting forth the actual market price of 
silk, on their finding it impossible to make 
purchasés at the rates set forth in the 
regulations. The Board of Revenue 
had objected, hereupon, that their 
quotation from the Institutes was a 
garbled extract, and remarked that they 
should not give rere to, the interested 
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statements of the silk brokers, but should 
abide by the regulation, as regards prices, 
which was laid down in January last. An 
Imperial decree was received, ratifying 
this decision on the part of the Board. 
The memorialists now represent that the 
state of affairs at present prevailing is 
widely different from that of times gone 
by. The silk districts have not yet 
recovered from the ravages of the rebellion ; 
the lekin taxes, which have to be paid be- 
fore the silk leaves the hands of the seller, 
are very heavy, and the foreign demand is 
one of a most considerable nature. All 
these circumstances have arisen since the 
regulation prices were fixed in past years. 
Of late, a notable rise has taken place not 
only in the cost of the raw material itself, 
but also in that of wages and in every 
description of merchandise and necessaries, 
In the course of the present year, more- 
over, the foreign demand has grown to an 
unprecedented degree, and prices have 
risen above the rates of last year. These 
facts are known to all the world, and are 
not such as the memorialists would make 
bold to invent. They consequently join 
former request.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue write 
to the high authorities of Kiangsu and 
Chéhkiang to ascertain the present prices 
of silk, and make farther report to Us. 

(3) Taw’ung-shih, Governor-General of 
Shéngking (now deceased), memorialises 
stating that his illness is daily augmenting 
in severity, and urging that a high officer 
be sent to act in his stead for a time, 
while he devotes himself to the restoration 
of his health, in the interest of the service 
that is due at his hands, He passes in 
review the condition of the province and 
the operations he has instituted toward 
the introduction of better Government, 
A congé of two months is granted by 
rescript. 


Dec. 19th.—(1) A decree appointing . 


Chang Lien-kwei We ee HE to the post of 
Prefect of Kao-chow Fu in Kwangtung. 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king (now deceased), memorialises 
stating that his state of health is daily 
growing worse, and entreating permission 
to resign his various ottices, 

(3) The Military Governor of the Amur 
province, reports on the result of the 
harvests in the different districts under 


his jurisdiction, a great deal of distress 


having been caused in some parts by excess 
of rain and early frosts. The Hu-lan 
T’ing region, extending for about 300 
miles in length, contains the richest soils 
in the province ;. and in this district a full 
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*¢ gix-tenths” crop has been secured. Else- 
where, the proportion has been as low as 
three or four tenths. Advances of grain, 
amounting to 18,100 piculs, to be repaid 
after next year’s harvest, have been made 
from the government granaries to the more 
distressed districts, 

(4) The Grand Chamberlain of the 
Imperial Equipage department memori- 
alises urging that the provincial govern- 
ment of Chihli be commanded to collect 
and pay in the amount of ‘Ils. 20,750, 
which is due as an annual payment to the 
department from ground rents in the pro- 
vince. Upto the year 1871, arrears had 
accumulated on this score to the amount 
of Tis. 490,000, notwithstanding that de- 
mands have been repeatedly pressed for 
payment. Since January, 1874, all dis- 
bursements for which the department is 
liable have been suspended, and there are 
no funds whatever in hand. Expenditure 
is, however, required, and should be met 
from the revenue accruing from these rents, 
for the imperlal progresses to sacrifice and 
the State Temples and various other cere- 
monies of State. It is entreated that the 
amount above-named may be paid in be- 
fore the end of the current year. Orders 
issued accordingly by rescript on the 7th 
instant. (See Gazette of Aug. 21st, 1875.) 

(5) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, in reporting that the In- 
tendant of the Salt Gabelle at Tientsin, Lin 
Shub-hiin, has been placed in mourning 
retirement, announces the appointment, 
to act in his stead, of the present Prefect of 
Tientsin, Ma Shéng-wu, an officer of in- 
tegrity, experience, and capacity, who is 
most zealous in the discharge of his 
duty, and who has served for seven 
years in the office of Prefect in a most 
satisfactory manner. As his successor, 
choice is made of the expectant Prefect 
Hwei Kwei-sun, who is recommended 
as a diligent and capable official, toler- 
ably well-versed in the points essential 
in conducting affairs of an international 
character, this being a matter of im- 
portance at a place of mixed resort such as 
Tientsin. 

Dec. 20th.—(1) The Governor of Shansi, 
Pao Yiian-shén, memorialises upon the 
state of congestion existing in the pro- 
vincial salt administration, (the Ho Tung 


Wy division), and asks for a measure 
of relief. The difficulty experienced 
consists in the fact that upwards of 1,000 
licenses, appertaining to the previous 
season’ssalt-delivery, still remain unissued. 
Uuder the amended regulations for the 
Gabelle which were introduced in 1853, 
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the number of licenses to be annually 
issued (by the system of drawing lots 
periodically on behalf of applicants) was 
fixed at 5,000, for the supply of the three 
provinces of Honan, Shansi, and Shensi. 
For some time previously, the revenue of 
the salt department had not exceeded 
Taels 500,000 per annum; but, owing to 
the prevalence of rebellion in the southern 
and western provinces, which broke up 


_ the salt delivery system of the seaboard 


and Sze-ch’wan, the demand for the pro- 
duce of the Shensi and Honan salt 
wells grew to be such that for a 
certain period the revenue grew to upwards 
of Taels 1,000,000 per annum. This state 
of affairs has been gradually changing, 
however, since the suppression of the re- 
bellion in 1864. The revenue has atill 
continued to amount to about three quar- 
ters of a million Taels ; but the difficulties 
in the way of disposing of the salt are 
‘increasing, and the outlay incumbent upon 
the purchasers of licenses presses very . 
heavily upon them. ‘The cost of transport 
has been notably increased this year by 
the demand for carriage entailed by the 
drought, and the necessity of transporting 
large supplies of grain to different parts. 
It is now prayed that, in conformity 
with a precedent in 1865, the quantity 
of salt undisposed of under licenses for 
the past delivery-season may be held in 
suspense to be added to the deliveries of 
the next period.—Referred for the con- 
sideration of the Board of Revenue. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorialises stating that since 
he took up his residence at Tientsin, early 
in the year, for the purpose of dealing 
with foreign affairs, a protracted drought 
has made itself felt, with attendant 
scarcity, and that for the relief of the 
distressed multitude that has flocked 
to the neighbourhood of Tientsin in 
search of the means of subsistence, he had 
instructed the local authorities to make 
periodical distributions of boiled rations, 
with a perceptible effect in relieving the 
necessities of the people. As the river is 
now about to become closed, he purposes 
leaving for the provincial capital on the 
12th December. 

Dec, 21st.—No documents of importance. 

Dec. 22nd.—K’i-yiian, Civil Governor of 
the province of Feéng-t’ien, memorialises 
reporting the decease, on the 4th inst., of 
the Military Governor Ts’ung-shih. His 
exertions on behalf of the State are com- 
memorated in a strain of high eulogium.— 
See Gazettes of 11th and 19th inat. 

Dec. 23rd.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets on receipt of intelligence 
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of the decease of En-ling, a junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
whose services and distinctions are re- 
counted, with the customary bestowal of 
posthumous favours and tokens of honour. 


(2) A decree transferring Lin-shu Be 


to the vacant post of junior Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments, and Kwei- 
ta’iian HEAD to the senior Vice-Presidency 
of the Mongolian Superintendency in his 
stead. Hwei-te’tian J is appointed 
to succeed Kwei-ts’iian in the office of 
junior Vice-President of the above-named 
department. 

(3) Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang provinces, reports his 
having taken over charge of the Superin- 
tendentship of Customs at Canton on the 
17th October, on the temporary retirement 
of Tsiin-k’i, the actual Superintendent, 
who had been required by Imperial decree, 
received on 12th October, to return to 
Peking to fulfil the period of 100 days’ 
mourning on the death of his mother. 

Dec. 24th.—No documents ofimportance. 

Dec. 25th.—The Governor of Hunan 
reports the proceedings taken in the case 
of an individual named Tséng Yiih-tsiin, 
holding military rank as an expectant 
Colonel, who presented himself in May last 
at the Yamén of the Magistrate of the 
Liu-yang district to solicit pecuniary assist- 
ance. His language giving rise to some 
suspicion, he was searched, and an official 
despatch, in a defaced condition, was found 

upon him. On enquiry being made 
through the proper official channels, it was 
found that he had served asa “ brave ” 
during the rebellion in Kiangsi, where he 
won advancement to the titular rank he 
holds, together with the distinction ofa 
eacock feather. Having become disabled 

y a wound in the left hand he was dis- 
charged, and in the latter part of last year 
he went to the provincial capital of 
Kiangsi to enlist in the Governor’s brigade, 
but was not admitted. After this he had 
wandered about asking alms, and having 
found his way to the doorkeeper’s office of 
the Provincial Finance Commissioner, he 
had seen lying there a despatch addressed 
to the prefect of Kan-chow with reference 
to the deprivation of a literary graduate 
of his rank, Remembering that it was 
customary among his own kinsfolk to 
issue an allowance of funds from 
the chest of the ancestral temple to 
any member of the clan who obtains a 
substantive official appointment, by way 
of encouragement and reward, it came into 
his head to filch thi on a which he 
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carried home to his lodgings, He then 
cut off the official titles and stamps im- 
printed at the beginning and end of the 
document, and pasted them upon a strip of 
blank paper, which he intended to fill 
up with an appointment in his own name 
to an acting captaincy, to be made use of 
in obtaining money under false pretences 
at his native place. Being an illiterate 
person, however, be simply smeared the 
paper over, defacing it and making the 
document of no avail. This confession 
having been made by the delinquent, he 
is adjudged guilty of the two offences of 
stealing an official document and likewise 
of destroying a paper appertaining to the 
Government service, for each of which the 
penalty is one hundred blows, with that 
of branding added in respect of the first. 
He is sentenced to the single penalty of 
one hundred blows, privilege of commuta- 
tion being withheld, and the branding 
remitted. He has been preliminarily 
stripped of his rank. 

Dec. 26th.—(1) A decree in answer to 4 
memorial from Wén Kéh, acting Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan, who has voluntarily 
requested the infliction of a penalty upon 
himself in connection with the actual facts 
he has to report concerning the outrages 
committed by a body of irregular troops. 
He has to state that the soldiers under the 
orders of General Li Yeo-héng did actually 
out down and wound certain persons, 
including a man named Chao, beside 
carrying off the infant child of a person 
named P’ang; and, furthermore, that a 
large number of houses belonging to the 
To’ien-féng fortified village were burnt, 
but whether by these soldiers or not 
is variously stated. Furthermore, that 
General Li Yeo-héng and General Liu 
Pao-taung, a divisional commander under 
his orders, had certain females accom- 
panying them on their march, of whom it 
is alleged that these women were members 
of their respective families, but their 
antecedents have not yet been ascertained, 
and the truth of the statement cannot be 
depended upon. Such being the-facte 
ascertained, it is in itself a glaring breach 
of military rule that officers in command 
of troops should be accompanied by the 
female members of their family ; and if it 
should be the case that the officers now in 
question were consenting parties to the 
outrages committed by the soldiery, their 
offence is still more unpardonable. We 
have already commanded by rescript that 
Li Han-chang should investigate and deal 
with the case of the outbreak headed by 
Yiian T’ing-kiao in the Tung-hiang district; 
and as Li, Han-chang has of late been 


transferred to fill the post of Governor- 
General of the Hu-kwang provinces, we 
command that the case be actively en- 
quired into and reported upon to Us by 
Ting Pao-cheng, Governor-General of 
Sze-ch’wan. Let there be no approach to 
favouritism displayed. We command that 
Li Yeo-héng and Liu Tao-tsung be jointly 
handed over to Ting Pao-chéng to be 
placed on trial, and severally, as the 
circumstances may require, deprived of 
their official rank and punished, to the 
better maintenance of the discipline of the 
army. Wén Kéh himself is to blame for 
his failure to bring to light the circum- 
stances now reported, in his former memo- 
rial in reply to our commands. Let the 
Board concerned decide upon the penalty 
appropriate to his case. (See Gazettes of 
Oct. 30th and 31st). 

(2) A decree acknowledging a memorial 
from Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang, who has reported the 
suicide by hanging of a probationary dis- 
trict magistrate, in charge of the Tam- 
shui opium lekin office. The deceased left 
@ paper behind him declaring that he had 
discovered malpractices on the part of the 
underlings of the office, and that he had heen 


_ subjected to intimidation by them. Astrin- 
_ gent enquiry is ordered to be instituted, 


(3) The Military Governor of the Amur 


province reports the operations under- 


taken by the military force of Pa-yen 
Su-su against the brigands, both mounted 
and on foot, who have been disturbing the 
country on the South of the river Sun- 
gari. Large bodies of banditti, some 
scores in number, were reported toward 


. the end of October to be committing 
_ Gepredations, and a force of 200 soldiers 
, was despatched against them. Forty-five 
_ were killed and six taken prisoners on one 


day, after protracted fighting, with a loss to 
the troops of two killed and two wounded. 


, [tis represented that a tract of country 500 
or 600 li in extent, of a mountainous and 
. wooded character, in the neighbourhood 
, Of Pa-yen Su-su, Mi-urh, San-sing, and 


i 


the gold diggings >i, constitutes a 


’ convenient resort fur lawless offenders, 
: who are able, so soon as the river freezes, 


! 
, 
i 


to extend their depredations on all sides. 
Further precautions are to be instituted. — 
Rescript : It is noted. Let the Military 


; Governor give orders to the commanders 


of the troops to pursue the traces of the 
banditti, and effect their capture or des- 
truction. It is essential that the supply 
of provisions to them be cut off, and that 
they be not allowed to escape in other direc- 
tions, For the rest, be it asis proposed. 
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(4) In a postscript memorial, the same 
authority refers to the enrolment of Si-tan 
(militia or reserve) troops, to the number 
of 4,000 men, which was ordered last year 
to be proceeded with, in the Amur pro- 
vince. ‘The system is working well, and 
the following numbers have been organised 
for drill:—At Saghalin, 200 out of the 
orginal number of 1200 men; at Hu-lan, 
300 ; and at Pa-yen Su-su, 300; who are 
kept constantly exercised. in horse and 
foot manoeuvres, and musketry, sword, 
and spear drill. The cost of maintaining 
this force is estimated at 16,800 Peking © 
tiao (about $1680) per mensem ; and funds 
for this purpose can be provided from the 
land tax assessed upon lands in the Pa-yen 
Su-su and Hu-lan region, which have 
lately been brought under regulation, 

Dec. 27th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports the proceedings on an appeal case 
referred back from Peking for rehearing 
in the Province. The complainant, a 
Buddhist monk entitled Hung Po, had 
accused a certain person named King Yii- 
ch’éng, and others, of having set fire 
to his temple, and murdered a neophyte 
and made away with the body. On judicial 
proceedings being instituted in the usual 
manner, the facts elicited were as follows:— 
In the district of Kwang-shan there 
existed a Buddhist monastery called the 
Peh I-Yen, which was rebuilt by public 
subscription during the reign Shun Che 
(A.D. 1644-1661), and which was endowed 
with a glebe producing 18.5 piculs of grain 
per annum. In the second half of the 
17th century an ancestor of Yii King- 
ch’éng’s, named Yii Che-tso, had entered 
the priesthood in this temple, and had 
brought with him a sum of money toward 
the endowment. The complainant, Hung 
Po, joined the religious brotherhood at 
the same place in 1836, taking a priest 
named Hai-ch’éng as his preceptor, and 
receiving a certificate of ordination. The 
temple lands having been laid waste by 
the Nienfei about fifteen years ago, the 
priest Hai-ch’éng mortgaged the deeds for 
the property and spent the proceeds. On 
the death of Hai-ch’éng in 1871, Hung-po 
went on a pilgrimage to the southern 
provinces, leaving his grandson and neo- 
phyte, named Man I, in charge of 
the building. ManTI having gone away 
on a begging tour, the temple was left 
unoccupied, and when Hung-Po returned 
in 1873 he found that the bamboos and trees 
around it had been cutdown. He then 
called in Yii King-ch’éng and some of his 
relatives to advise with him about raising 
funds for repairs; but Yii King-ch’éng, 
finding the property to be all mortgaged, 
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accused Hung-Po of having made away’ 


with the proceeds; and, on discovering 
that part of the land had been derived 
from the gift of an ancestor of his own, 
came to high words with Hung-po. Com- 
plaints were lodged on either side with 
the authorities, and in the meanwhile, 
a gathering of the Yii faction having taken 
place at the temple, the grass was accident- 
ally set on fire by ashes from a pipe, and 
the woodwork of the temple was burnt 
out. Hung Po sent his neophyte, Man I, 
to lodge a complaint with the district 
Magistrate, but the latter merely gave the 
lad a flogging on the palms of his hands 
for his desertion of the temple in the 
first instance. The Yii faction eventually 
redeemed the mortgaged lands, and turned 
Man I out of the building. ‘The lad having 
disappeared, Hung Po accused Yii King- 
ch’éng and his friend of having murdered him 
and madeaway with hisremains ; and having 
got hold of a person, whose name is not 
known to him, sufficiently skilled in com- 
position to draw up a plaint on his behalf, 
he brought his charge at Peking. On be- 
ing conveyed back to the province and 
placed on trial, he has spontaneously with- 
drawn the charge of murder, as he has 
heard from another priest that the neophyte 
Man-I has returned to his home and re- 
entered secular life. The judyment deli- 
vered is to the effect that Hung-Po is 
liable to the penalty of eighty blows, with 
statutory reduction allowed, under the 
enactment against general wrong doing, 
for bringing his unfounded charge. The 
defendants, Yti King-ch’éng and his associ- 
ates, are similarly held liable to an equal 
penalty for their action in seeking to con- 
test the ownership of the land and temple ; 
but being in possession of purchased cer- 
tificates of rank, they are entitled to com- 
mute the personal for a pecuniary penalty, 
Hung-Po is to be reinstated in possession 
of the temple, and to be restored to the 
ownership of the glebe land as soun as he 
pays off the amount of mortgage. 

Dec. 28th. (1).—A decree authorising 
certain exemptions from land tax iu the 
coming year in various districts of the 
southern portion of the province of Chihli, 
in consequence of representations by the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chany of the 
deficient harvests during the past season. 

(2) A memorial by Li Hung-chang re- 
porting the proceedings taken upon the 
rehearing of an appeal case referred back 
from Peking, in which a native of the 
department of Ki Chow, named Shang 
K’ai, had brought a charge against certain 
individuals of having caused the death of 
hia father. Th ie) Vs has been 
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disproved, and the complainant has been 
sentenced to the penalty of 80 blows 
according to law, for the offence of bring- 
ing a false charge. 

(3) Li Hung-chang farther memorialises 
reporting the purchase of 520 reams 
(packayes) of printing paper, by order 
of the Grand Council, to be supplied to 
the press of the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs, for an edition of the Poems of the 
Emperors of the reigning Dynasty. The 
requisite supply has been purchased at 
Tieutsin, ata cost of Tls. 3,017.5.2.6.3.6.4, 
which has been defrayed from sums col- 
lected by the Tientsin Customs and subject 
to transmission to the Board of Revenue, 
viz., ‘I'ls. 1,369.1.1 on account of opium 
duty, and the remainder from duty on 
native merchandise. (N.B.—The work in 
question has been printed with moveable 
type at the Kuropean printing press 
appertaining to the Yamén of Foreign 


’ Affairs, from which other works of con- 


siderable size have lately been issued.) 

Dec. 29th.—(1) A decree exempting 
from responsibility for the delay in the 
arrival of the grain delivery of the past 
season at T’ung Chow, Liu Ch’wan-k’i, the 
Grain Intendant of the provinces of 
Kiangsu and Anhwei, who had been in- 
criminated on this account by the Censor 
Kung Siian. The high authorities of 
Kiangnan have memorialised representing 
that the delay was occasioned by want of 
water in the Grand Canal and not by 
neglect on the Intendant’s part. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the proceedings taken in 
the case of a criminal named K’iao Sui- 
ch’éng, found guilty of the murder of three 
persons of one family. The accused was a 
labourer employed by a farmer named 
Sung Hwa-lin, who, with his two sons, had 
treated him harshly in consequence of his 
negligence in work, and had withheld his 
wages. In his anger at this treatment the 
accused had resolved upon taking the lives 
of his master and the two young men, his 
sons, and this design he carried into effect 
one night in July last, when the three 
victims were sleeping in the courtyard 
near their stable. He hacked them to death 
with a chopper, and was shortly after- 
wards apprehended. In conformity with 
the law in such cases made and provided, 
he has been sentenced to suffer death by 
the lingering (ling-ch’e) process, and this 
sentence has been carried into execution. 
In conformity with the provisions of the 
same statute, the offender’s son is sen- 
tenced, in consequence of his parent’s 
heinous crime, to be transported to one of 
the farthest frontiers of the Empire, at a 
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distance of not less than 4,000 lt from the 
scene of the offence, and branded with 
two characters signifying the fact of the 
transportation ; whilst the murderer’s wife 
is likewise transported into a nearer place 
of banishment. ; 

(3) Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General 
of Szech’wan, reports the transmission of 
funds to the military chest of the army of 
the Western frontier. ‘The amount of 
‘Laels 190,000 had already heretofore been 
forwarded on account of the monthly 
remittances ordered for the troops serving 
under General Kin Shun, and another 
sum of Taels 90,000 had likewise been 
sent forward since Kin Shun’s accession to 
the command-in-chief, vice King-lien (see 
Gazette of May 4th,1875.) The provincial 
treasury has furthermore made good to 
the Board of Revenue the sum of Taels 
120,000, which had been advanced by the 
Board to King-lien’s military chest. The 
heavy demands upon the provincial Exche- 
quer for a variety of public purposes have 
reduced it to great straits, but, in the 
present condition of affairs with the army 
of the West, which in its victorious 
advance is in urgent need of supplies, the 
duty of straining every nerve toward its 
support has been fully recognised ; and a 
sum of Tila. 30,000 was despatched from 
the provincial capital on the 7th November 
for delivery at Kin Shun’s head-quarters 
in the field. 

Dec. 30th.—(1) The Governor-General 
and Governor at Canton report the sup- 
pression of an incipient seditious move- 
ment. Information had already been 
received of a plot to organise a rising in 
the district of Kwei-shan (on the Hast 
River), and the lucal authorities had been 
ordered to make search for the parties 
concerned in it, when an inhabitant of the 
Kwei-shan District, named Yen Shéng, 
came forward spontaneously, delivering 
up his son Yen Lao-sze, to lodge informa- 
tion. Six men were apprehended in conse- 
quence in the Kwei-shan district, and 
another of the confederates, upon whose 
person a form of oath was discovered, was 
captured jn the Ts’ing-yiian district (on 
the North River.) On the criminals being 
placed on trial, the ringleader, Yi Téh- 
méng, confessed that he was a native of 
Kiangsi, who had for some time past been 
gaining a living as a fortune-teller in 
Kwangtung. In the month of October, 
1875, he had fallen in at different times 
with the remaining prisoners, and after 
they had conversed together about their 
needy condition, he had proposed to them 
under conditions of secrecy that they 
should raise the flag of erolt rt etake 


themselves to the commission of acts of 
rapine. They all agreed to this, and, 
under his direction, each man wrote out a 
form of oath, to be burnt as a witness to 
Heaven, and which contained a sentence 
to the effect that ‘‘ When the year yih-hat 
(1875) comes the Great Work will be done.” 
The confederates then separated, each to 
raise a band of followers, agreeing that 
they should fix a time in the 3rd moon of 
the following year to accomplish their 
rising. As Yii Téh-méng was acquainted 
with Yen Lao-sze, a man of considerable 
substance, he appointed this man, with his 
own consent, to be ‘‘ purveyor of arms 
and rice.” The different confederates en- 
rolled each a band varying ip numbers 
from some scores to upwards of a hundred 
strong, and the intending revolters had 
assembled in an out-of-the-way spot of the 
Kwei-shan district to commence their out- 
break, when they learnt that Yen Lao-sze 
had been given up to the authorities by his 
father. The band then dissolved, and the 
prisoners now arraigned were subsequently 
arrested. Yii Téh-meng and four other of 
the chief offenders have been executed 
under the statute against treasonable 
conspiracies. A sixth man has died in 
prison. Four others: are sentenced toa 


‘penalty one degree more lenient, viz., to 


undergo one hundred blows and banish- 
ment to a distance of 3,000 li, with the 
proviso that, pending the possibility of 
transporting them to Sungaria to be given 
as slaves to the soldiery, they be detained 
in prison. Yen Lao-sze is to be either 
given up to his father to be kept under 
control, or, should his father decline the 
charge, to be committed to detention in 
rison, 

(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts’tian, newly appointed 
to the post of Governor of Shansi, 
memorialises entreating leave to resign his 
office on the ground of ill-health. He has 
already memorialised asking leave to 
proceed to Hankow, before going to his 
post, for the purpose of consulting a 
physician there, in reply to which applica- 
tion he was favoured with one month’s 
cong. He has now to represent that 
his constitution is seriously weakened 
by illness, and by the hardships of 
the campaigns on which he served under 
his brother, the late Tséng Kwoh- 
fan. On tliese occasions he always led 
the van, and, when besieging the forti- 
fications of the rebels, he was at no time 
more than one or two /i distant from their 
lines, nor, in the hour of battle, was he 
ever more than two or three bowshots 
distant from the enemy. Seven times he 
was wounded, and,\his ;clothing has been 
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drenched with pints of his own blood. 
The climate at K’ai-féng Fu, in his late 
appointment as Director General of the 

ellow River, has not agreed with him, 
and he has been so much reduced by 
diarrhsa that four or five months at the 
least would be requisite to restore him to 
@ condition in which he could hope 
adequately to discharge the duties of his 
new post. For this reason he feels bound 
to ask leave to retire, until such time as 
he may again feel capable of shewing his 
loyalty by prostrating himself in the dust 
before the Palace gates and soliciting 
reémployment.—ln reply, a rescript has 
been issued, granting two months addi- 
tional congé. 

Deo. 3lat.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Governor of Hunan, 
who has reported that an ex-Superintendent 
of Instruction, who had been dismissed the 
public service for some offence, had entered 
at the recent provincial examinations as a 
graduate of an inferior class, and had 
succeeded in passing for the Kw-jén degree. 
The fraud having been discovered, it is 
ordered that the decree be cancelled and 
the offender brought to trial and punished 
according to law. 

(2) A Decree, The Colonel nominated 
to the Pao-k’ing command in Hunan, 
Fuhb-k’ien by name, who was yesterday 
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presented in audience, being « person of 
very ordinary and inefficient stamp, We 
command that he do return to the place 
from whence he came and there do duty. 

(3) The high authorities of Kwangtung 
memorialise reporting the trial and punish- 
ment of an official in charge of the likin 
station at Lupao (at the mouth of the 
North River), for negligence in failing to 
detect the malpractices of a clerk who had 
made use of a worn-out pair of scales 
and false weights in the receipt of pay- 
ments, and who was also guilty of uo- 
authorisedly disposing of a parcel of 
confiscated drugs and hestowing the pro- 
ceeds in rewards upon the underlings om- 
ployed at the tax-office. The receipts of 
the office between the 25th April and the 
27th July, 1876, were Taels 39,160.9.1.8., 
including a sum in excess of the proper 
levy, amounting to Tls.97.9.2. Theoffend- 
ing clerk is sentenced to the penalty of 
100 blows and banishment for three years, 
with one month in the cangue superadded. 
The official found guilty of negligence has 
been superseded. 

(4—5) Memorials from Li Ho-nien, re- 
porting his having assumed the seal of 
office, and from Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian, re- 
porting his having handed over charge, 
of the Director Generalship of the Yellow 
River, on the 11th inst. 
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THE CHINESE IMPERIAL FAMILY. 


\ 





The following particulars respecting the Imperial family of China, in connection 
with the order of succession to the throne, were compiled shortly before the death of 
the late Emperor (Tung-che), in order to indicate the probable candidates for the 
‘Throne, in case the illness from which he was then suffering should terminate fatally. 
But the paper has permanent value, and can be fittingly placed on record in a volume 
comprising the edicts which eventually regulated the succession. We call attention 
to the circumstances under which it was written, in order to explain the form of 
expression. 

‘* As is well known, the reigning Sovereign is eighth in direct line of descent from 
his ancestor the Emperor She Tsu Chang Hwang Ti (Shun Che), who ascended the 
throne at the age of five in 1643, his reign being reckoned, however, according to the 
invariable Chinese usage, from the beginning of the following year, or February 8th, 
1644, The legendary progenitor of the Manchu chieftains who advanced, by 
successive steps, to the assumption of the Imperial crown of China, bore, according to 


tradition, the surname Aisin Gioro, represented by the Chinese characters Te 
Pe. The signification of the word Aisin is the same as that of the Chinese Kin 


& , gold (or metal), and an identification is thus suggested with the dynastic title of 
the reputed ancestors of the Manchus, the Nii-chih Tartars, who reigned in northern 
China during the 12th and 13th centuries. The surname of their Imperial house was, 
however, Wan-yen sui. The word Gioro is said to be equivalent to the Chinese 


K or family-stem. It is borne as a distinctive surname by every descendant of the 
founder of the present Imperial line, and it serves in particular as an appellation, 
prefixed to the personal name, for the more remote scions of the original stock. 
Actual descendants of Hien Tsu, the acknowledged founder of the family (1583-1615), 
are designated Tsung-shih ee RR, in conformity with the usage adopted by earlier 
Chinese dynasties. In order to make the observations which are to follow, with 
reference to the various branches of the Imperial lineage, more easily understood, it is 
necessary here to explain the further system of family nomenclature which has been 
adopted by the existing line. The foundations of this system were laid in the reign 
of the second Emperor of the dynasty, Shéng Tsu Jén, (K’ang Hi), who gave to each 
of his twenty-four sons a personal name consisting of two characters, the first of which 
was Yin Kal —subsequently exchanged in writing as a token of respect, for Yiin a 


—and the second compounded with the radical she 7JV throughout, as 7, mit, and 
soon. His grandson, K’ien Lung, extended this practice into a system for perpetual 
application, ordaining that future generations deriving their descent from K’ang Hi 
should be successively designated by the following four characters, viz. :— 


1. 7K Yung. 2. Ki Mien. 3. BE Yih. 4, EX Tsai. 
Minute regulations were drawn up, and incorporated with the fundamental 
institutes of the dynasty, setting forth the manner in which both these characters and 


those employed for the second or individual half of each name, should be bestowed. 
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In the 49th year of his reign (A.D. 1784), on the birth of a great-great-grandson, to 
whom the character Tsai consequently appertained, K’ien Lung decreed the adidition 
of the character Féng As as the next in succession ; but this character was dismissed 
from use by order of the Emperor Tao Kwang. In the sixth year of the reign of this 
sovereign (1820), an addition to the number of characters appears to have been 
thought advisable (probably in order to avoid repetition as the list became exhausted), 
and ten characters were proposed for his Majesty’s selection, out of which the 
following four were approved for future use, viz. :— 
5. fi pu. 6 BE va. 7 NG Hong 8. By Ri. 

The Empcror Hien Féng, again, saw fit to increase the list by the addition of four 
more characters. The Peking Gazctte of the 9th June, 1857, contains a copy of a 
decree directing the chicf officers of Government to draw up a list of four characters, 
to be submitted, together with the six remaining on record since 1826, when they 
were put on one side after the four above enumerated were chosen, for approval by 
his Majesty. A short time afterwards, a further decree announced the fact that the 
following additional characters had been adopted from the list drawn up :— 


9. Be Tao, 10. a] Kai, 11. HP Tseng. 12. Hf 


So much Lag the first of the two characters forming the compound name. The 
complementary part of the system of nomenclature is well illustrated by Dr. 8. W. 
Williams, in his ‘‘ Middle Kingdom” (vol. L, p. 310), in the following terms: ‘‘ The 
members [of the imperial family] most nearly allied in blood, as sons, nephews, etc., 
are still further distinguished by having the second syllables of their names written 
in compound Chinese characters, whose radicals are alike; thus Kia K’ing and his 
brothers wrote their names with Yung (the fourth sylable in the above list) and under 
the radical gem ; Tau Kwang and his brothers and cousins with Mien, and under the 
radical heart. "This peculiarity is easily represented in the Chinese characters, but a 
comparison can be made in English with the supposed names of a family of sons, as 
Louis “i/ward, Louis Adwin, Louis Edwy, Louis £i/gar, and so on.” 

The personal nauncs, thus compounded, will be traced in the following list of the 
Sovereigns wae have successively occupied the oe whose historical or posthumous 


titles (jt ) HE) and the titles of whose reigns (46 Be :) are likewise given :— 


Historical Title. Title of Reign. Period of Reign. Personal Name. 

1.—She Tsu Chang. Shun Che. 1644-1661. Fuh Lin. 
Fe re AL aH 1G 
HE ill 3 I 7 mst ba 

2. —Shéng Tsu J Jens Koaug Hi. 1666-1722. Huan Yeh, 
Wo 7 [GP - is 
Me ml E be i EZ 

3.—She Tsung Hien. Yung Cheng. 1723-1735. Yin Chen, 
wha bjt FE | —k 
{It aN ath ; oj HE — re mst 
4,—Kao Tsung Ch’un. Kicn a, aa 1736-1790. Jluug Li, 
yr othe tide Ee 
romeat i! WG RE bh Ie 

oe i Tsung Jai. Kia bing. 179G- Ts2v. Yung ve oa, 
ata Re ren bP =y0 TR 
AW HT Ba bes nx NK 

6. ie Ysung Choong, Tao Kwang, Jou) -1S50. Micon Ning. 
vi vee n4 2 LAs ane 
re WK #4 3G nis pe 
ae ae Hien, Hien Poug, Is5)- 1851. Yih Cha. 
- eee He - ep y sie 
Ais jig Be at 

8.— Tung Che. 1962-1875. Tsai Chun. 
i ry Mite 

ih fii HY AE 





The characters Hwang Ti Bip (commonly rendered Emperor) follow, in 
practice, the three characters constituting the historical title, and a deceased 
sovereign, when not spoken of, colloquially though incorrectly, by the title of his 
reign, is designated by the last of the three characters in combination with the words 


Hwang Ti—e.g. Ch’éng Hwang Ti for the Emperor who reigned with the designation 
Tao Kwang. 


Up to the period of the late Emperor (Hien Hwang Ti or Hien Féng), no difficulty 
in regard to the succession presented itself in the Impcrial line. Shun Che was the 
ninth son of his father ; K’ang Hi the third of Shun Che; Yung Chéng the fourth 
of K’ang Hi; K’ien Lung the fourth of Yung Chéng: Kia K’ing the fifteenth of 
K’ien Lung ; Tao Kwang the second of Kia K’ing ; and Hien Féng the fourth of the 
nine sons who were, in all, born to the Emperor Tao Kwang. The Emperor Hien 
Féng, however, was without male issue for some years after he succeeded to the 
throne ; and it was probably with a view to securing the dynastic succession that, 
about five years after his accession an adoptive heir was provided, in conformity with 
the national usage, to the cldcst son of the late Emperor, a prince who had died at an 

_ early age many years before. On the 2lst January, 1855, it was decreed that Tsai 
Chung cH , a tsung-shih or member of the Imperial clan, be adopted Ge 45) as 
son to the Prince above-mentioned, whose personal name was Yih Wei, and whose 
title was that of Prince of Yin Che (‘undeveloped wisdom.”) The adopted heir was 
@ son of the tsung-shih Yih Ki, a great grandson of the Empcror K’ien Lung. By a 
subsequent decree, the second name of the youth thus adopted was changed from 
Chung to Che ve. bringing it into accord, as regards its radical (water) with that 
prescribed for the line which, by adoption. he had entered. As, however, the birth 
of a son (the present Emperor) to Hien Féng, on the 27th April, 1856, apparently 
assured the succession in the direct line, any prospects that may have been connected 
with Tsai Che were for the time being at an end. The heir apparent received, by 
dcerce dated the 13th June, 1856, the name Tsai Ch’un ye ; and by his father’s 
decease on the 22nd August, 1861, he became successor to the throne. His marriage 


took place on the 15th October, 1872, and he assumed of the reins of government on 
the 23rd February, 1873. 


In view of the fact that, up to the present time, no issue has heen vouchsafed to 
the young sovereign, attention has naturally been turned toward the condition of the 
Imperial lineage ; and the state of affairs in this respect can hest be made clear by 
means of a genealogical table, commencing with the Emperor Kia K’ing. 


The point of first importance to he noted in the table is the fact that, in 
default of issue to the reigning sovercign, the direct lime of Imperial devolution 
terminates with his person. His father, Hien Féng, was one of nine brothers, 
however, of whom four are still living ; and to a mind accustomed to the European 
order of succession, it might sccm natural that in the event of the nephew's decease 
without issue, the uncles would inherit in’ the order of their seniority. This is 
inadmissible according to Chinese ideas. The especial attribute of a son and heir 
heing that of keeping up the ancestral sacrifices, the maintenance of which are 
essential to the well-being of the spirits of the departed (who repay the benefit by 
assuring temporal rewards in return for the assiduity of their descendants), it is held 
essential that the heir be of a generation posterior to that of the individual deceased. 
Henee, in the Tmverial family, following the succession of the cigcht characters used 
in their nomenclature, a Mien should have a Yih as adoptive heir, whenever 
necessary 3a Yih a Tsai, and so forth. This rule is excmpliticd in the adoption, 
already mentioned, of Tsai Che as heir to the deceased elder-born of the Emperor 
Tao Kwang, the Prince Yih Wei. 

Adoption is. in fact. observed on an extensive scale amon the members of the 
Jinperial clan, Whose funy relationships are thos made not a little intricate. The 
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fifth son of Tao Kwang, next brother to the Emperor Hien Féng, commonly known 
by his title of Prince of Tun, has been in this wise alienated from the closest to 4 
collateral degree of kinship with the young Emperor. He was given in adoption many 
years ago (in 1845) to his deceased uncle the Prince of Tun K’io, third son of Kia 
K’ing ; and one of his sons, again, the Prince (beileh) Tsai I, has been made into his 
nephew through adoption as grandson to another of the sons of K’ia K’ing (see Table). 
The alienation of Tsai I from the paternal stock is alleged to have been decreed as a 
punishment meted out to the Prince of Tun for a violation of self-restraint, prescribed. 
by the ritual of mourning, at a period antecedent to the entry of the young prince 
into the world. 

As the Table shews, the offspring of Tsai Che, who was himself by the decree of 
1855 indicated as a possible heir to Hien Féng, should be now the most direct 
claimants to the privilege of furnishing an heir by adoption to the reigning and childless 
Emperor. Four sons have been born to this Prince, of whom it is believed that only 
one, an infant, still survives. It seems possible, however, that in the deliberations of 
the Imperial Clan Court, the fact of Tsai Che being himself an adoptive son may 
militate, the case arising, against the eligibility of his children, and under such 
circumstances (provided also that the alienation of the Prince of Tun should bar the 
claim of his descendants) it appears probable that the offspring of the two uncles of 
his Majesty, next in order of seniority, would be the most available candidates. In 
any case, it is alleged by those who are versed in the principles of Chinese genealogy, 
the adoption of a heir not junior in the line of descent to the reigning Emperor 
could only be feasible by his being made heir to one of the earlier sovereigns (Hien 
Féng or ‘l'ao Kwang). The Prince of Tun has several sons (eight in all have been 
born to him), of whom the eldest is married, but the probability of their alienation 
from the direct line of inheritance is, as has been remarked above,’ at least matter 
for consideration. If this be the case, the possible candidate next in order would 
be the elder son of the Prince of Kung, the beileh Tsai Ch’éng. This young prince 
is of about the same age with the Emperor, and was married in the course of last 
year. The ‘seventh Prince,” younger brother of the Prince-of Kung, has likewise 
ason, amere child. ‘The favour with which the ‘‘ seventh Prince” has been looked 
upon by the Emperor might cause the choice to be directed here. 

It may be useful to note, in conclusion, that the titles conferred on members 
of the present Imperial house are of twelve degrees. The sons of an Emperor, before 
receiving a special title by patent, are known simply by the designation Ako (in 
Manchu a-gé), with the numeral indicating their seniority by birth prefixed. ‘The 
twelve degrees of rank are as follow :— 


1.—Fa 1 += Ho-shéh Ts’in Wan—Prince of the Ist order, 2.— 


Es a 5 Hl + To-lo Kiin Wang—Prince of the 2nd order. 8.— 2% B® Pa A Bh 


To-lo Beileh—Prince of the 3rd order. 4.—[fa] ily A F- Ku-shan Bei-tsze— 
Prince of the 4th order. 4 to 8.—Hr Kung (with distinctive qualifications.) 
9 to 24S fp. Tsiang Kiin (with distinctive qualifications. ) 


Imperial princes usually receive patents of the first or second order on reaching the 
age of manhood, and their sons are invested with the title beiléh. A beil¢h’s son becomes 
a heitsze, and rank is thus transmitted in a diminuendo scale, until the son of a titular 
tsiany-kiin of the lowest degree would be no longer the inheritor of a title. 

( Note.—An apparent departure from the symmetry of the rule of nomenclature 
may be observed in the case of the Prince Yih Wei, the eldest of the sons of Tao 
Kwang. His name of Wei is written Kit with the radical A (silk), whereas Hien 


Féng and his brothers are distinguished by the radical = (word). The discrepancy 
arose, it is explained, after Yih Wei’s decease, when the Emperor Tao Kwang ordained 
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the abandonment of the radical BAN silk and chose =F word as its substitute. It is 
unnecessary here to dilate upon the changes which, according to Chinese ideas of 
reverential duty, have been made in the form of the characters employed successively 
for the personal name of each Emperor. An instance may, however, be given in that 
of the present sovereign, since whose accession the character Ch’un we has been 


altered into the form 7s: 


The titles given to the Princes of Imperial descent are largely compounded of 
Manchu words. Thus ho shéh (originally banner) signifies one of the four divisions 
of the army or State; and bei/éh has the meaning of commander or leader. The 
military origin of the dynasty is commemorated in these appellations, 





N.B.—The above was written before the death of his late Majesty, the Emperor T’ung Che, who died 
on the night of 12th Jan., 1875, On the 18th Jan., a series of Imperial decrees announced the adoption 


of Tsai T’ien Y) , the young child above referred to as the son of the ‘seventh Prince” (Prince 


of Ch’un), as heir to the Emperor Hien Féng and successor to his deceased cousin, the Emperor T’ung 
Che. He consequently ascended the throne as ninth sovereign of the dynasty, being at the time between 
three and four years old, The two Empresses Dowager resumed their former Regency. Kwang Sti 


4 te was the title proclaimed, three days later, as that of the new reign, On the 26th January, 
the title by canonization of the late Emperor was announced as Muh Tsung I Hwang-ti B — 


Re ei. 
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OPINION OF THE PRESS. 


We have received a copy of the Translation of the Peting Gazette for 1875, 
reprinted from the North-China Herald, and published at the office of that paper, 
Shanghai. This work, which has now been published for several years, is always 
useful for reference, being an excellent compendium of Chinese official proceedings, 
but the present volume is especially valuable, because it contains so much matter of 
unusual interest. The whole series of edicts in connection with the death of the 
Emperor Tung-chi and his Imperial Coasort, together with the appointment of the 
Empresses Dowager as Regents during the minority of the present Emperor appeared 
during the year, and will well repay a second perusal, as throwing light on the 
manners of the Chinese Court. During the past year, too, the presence of foreigners 
in China has been, for the first time, noticed officially in the Gazette. One of the 
conditions exacted by Sir Thomas Wade, during the late negotiations on the Yunnan 
Outrage was that the leading features of those negotiations should be published, and 
the real position of foreigners in the country properly recognised. The appointment 
of Li Han-chang as High Commissioner to investigate the crime; his tirst report 
after arriving at Yunnan-fu ; with certain edicts on the treaty privileges of foreigners, 
and placing on a better footing the relations of Foreign Ministers with the heads of 
the Chief Departments of State at Peking are to be found in the pages of this handy 
little book. Its value is still further euhanced this year by an appendix in which is 
given a genealogical table of the Chinese Imperial family, together with an interesting 
commentary upon it, explanatory of the rather intricate relationships and the rules 
of adoption and succession observed, ‘Ihese volumes are records of important events 
—the one for the present year more particularly so—and should find a place on the 
book shelves of every one who takes an interest in Chinese questions. ‘he volume 
for 1875 is uniform with the rest of the series, is legibly printed on good paper, and 
neatly got up.— Daily Press. 


We have received for notice the Translation of the Peking Gazette for het year 
1875. The book, as our readers need scarcely to be informed, is a continuation of 
similar publications for previous years, and is a reprint of the translations of the 
Gazette that appear from time to time in the North-China Daily News. It affords a 
large amount of entertaining reading matter for those interested in Chinese affairs, 
and is exceedingly valuable as a book of reference on the history of the Middle 
Kingdom. As is pointed out in the preface, the Peking Gazette, during the last 
year, gave publicity to many documents of unusnal interest and importance. The 
death and obsequies of the Emperor, the election of a successor, the self-appointment 
of the Empresses Dowager as Regents during the minority of the child, the Yunnan 

‘affair, and other events of serious political import to the country, are described with — 
faint and curious minuteness in the volume undernotice. At the end of the book is 
given a genealogical table of the Imperial Family.—China Mail. 


We acknowledge with thanks a copy of the most interesting and valuable publica- 
tion we have received for some time—the Peking Gazette translations for 1875, 
reprinted from the North-China Daily News. It forms an excellent compendium of 
Chinese official proceedings, and the index has been so carefully compiled that a 
mere glance is all that is necessary for the reader to find anything he may want. 
The present volume is particularly interesting as giving us the various Edicts 
published in connection with the decease of the late Emperor, all of which are 
quaint in the extreme ; besides which we have Memorials and Decrees on Judicial 
and Revenue Administration : Civil and Military affaira—including public worship 
and instruction, female piety, superstition, meteorology, astronomy, astrology, geo- 
mancy, &c.: External Relations, including various state papers on the Yiinnan 
outrage and the troubles in the North: Provincial and Colonial matters: and an 
Appendix, giving very full particulars with respect to the Chinese Imperial family, 
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a subject with which people ought to be better acquainted than they are. It strikes 
us, however, that, as this very interesting little essay appears to have been written 
some time during the reign of Tung-chih—about a year and a half ago, in fact— 
some modifications might have been introduced with advantage. For instance, it 
reads rather comically that ‘‘up to the present time” (the title-page is dated 1876) 
**no issue has been vouchsafed to the ‘‘ young sovereign.” At first sight it appears 
as though the editor were lamenting the fact that the present baby-Emperor had no 
children, and it is not until we arrive at the foot-note two pages further on that we 
are informed, though we have been led previously to suspect, that the article is of 
somewhat ancient date. This should, we think, certainly have been changed. 
Otherwise we have nothing but praise to bestow. ‘I'he volume is very tastefully 
bound, like its predecessor, in Imperial yellow, and does much credit to the care of 
its compiler.—Courier. 


A good many readers of the North-China Daily News probably pass over the 
translations of the Peking Gazette, as likely to be dry and not to repay the trouble of 
perusal. And many of the edicts and memorials which compose each number have 
doubtless little interest except for students of Chinese polity. Some, however, are 
really of political importance, and more have a quaint interest as illustrating the 
working of the Chinese system and the tone of thought of the people. Scarcely a 
day’s Gazette fails to indicate some curious custom, and very often the memorials 
contain as much incident as a sensation of novel. 

A curious light would be thrown on the history of China, and even of eastern 
Asia, for the last thousand years, if it were possible to collect and sketch the principal 
edicts which have found place in the ‘‘ Court Announcements,” as the Chinese cail 
the little brochure, during that period. It is, we believe, not known to what Emperor, 
or even to what dynasty, belongs the credit of inaugurating the publication, in this 
form, of edicts and memorials likely to have public interest; but it is known that 
the Gazette was published in the Tang dynasty, which began to reign in the first 
decade of the seventh century—and it may have been in existence centuries earlier. 

The volume now before us would come, in after years, to hold a marked position 
in the series. For the first time, during the year just ended, the Gazette has deigned 
to notice officially the presence of foreigners in the country. As pointed out in the 
preface, one of the conditions exacted by Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister during 
the course of the negociations which ensued on the murder of Mr. Margary in Yiinnan, 
was that the leading features of those negociations should be published, and that the 
real position of foreigners in the country should be recognised more fittingly than 
had been hitherto done. And the appointment of Li Hang-chang as a Commissioner 
to investigate the crime ; his first report after his arrival at Yiinnan-foo, and certain 
edicts emphasising the treaty privileges of foreigners, and placing on a better 
footing the relations of foreign Ministers with the Great Departments of State at 
Peking, will be found in its pages. The whole serious of edicts connected with the 
death of the Emperor Tung-che and his Consort, and the appointment of the Em presses 
Dowager as regent, appeared during the year, and well deserve both perusal and 
record as examples of Court custom and etiquette, and models of the best style of 
Chinese eloquence. In connexion with this subject, too, a genealogical table of the 
Imperial family, which was published last spring in the North-China Herald, has 
been reprinted as an appendix, together with an exhaustive commentary upon it, 
explaining the various relationships and the rules of adoption and succession which 
are observed by the Imperial clan. Altogether, the volume is one of exceptional 
interest, and deserves a place in the library of every one who takes an interest in 
Chinese polities and literature.—North-China Daily News, 
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